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Senator_ilonry M, Jackson, Yay 83,1054
Senate Buildlag, ’
dashiggton, D.C.

Daar Senator Jackson:

S04 that the Priest fapids eneblin: legislation
seoms to be making sultable progress, I thought it approprige to write
to you inquiring as to yhat protection the b1ll provides for the
wanapum band of Priest “apids Indiens,

I have had correspondence with Congressmen Hal Holmes of this
distrioct regurding these people in months and yeers past, and have
also written him, telling him that I am also 'lriging to you. I have
also addressed s letter in similar terms to the Senior Senator,

These Wanapum Indians, contrsry to the common practice of Indians
fort if‘ied by tribal sttorneys , have a dif ferent psychology regsrding
1ife, “hey do not belleve that the warld owes them a living. But
they do belleve they are entitled to a small bit of land thd was
occupied by their ancestors when Lewis and Clark ceme into the countryj
lend where their religlon wss re-born of which it is still a pert end.
has persisted even to this day. 4nd they continue to disclaim eny
affilistion with the ecognete Yakimas.

We have gone the raxnds of the Puresu of Indlen Affairs, Bureau
of Lend lisnagement, etc. and I mve finally reached the conclusion
that the only way Something cen be done for the “emapums is through
legislation or Presidentlal Proclamation, unless the bill itself
provides full end adequate protection.

The Wenapums do not sppeer to wish to oppose pro ress along their
seotion of the river, but they now @ask me what 18 to becore of them
when the dam is built. That is a fair qQuestion,

W.1le 1 am open to suggestion, I feel thet it is wise at this time
to inquire as the welfare of the Ygnapums, I admit I am compelled
to feel this way because of the manner in which Indian rights have
frequently been overlooked.

Inesmuch as the government posse:-ses vast landholdings now on ell
sides of the Priest Hapids Dam site, 1 do not feel it imrossible
that provision cm be made for their future, since they are now a
nesrly exterminated race. There are eisht of them left, maybe a few
more who have never enrolldéd upon e reservetion, Lewis end Clark
estimated them at 2,000 to 3,000 , * short distence from th-ir last
home the Burecsu of g‘1].(‘.11%1‘9 is seeking to acquire 32,000 scres of
jend for a game refuge. ~his was Wanspum lend (Orab Oreek) . Yet the
same government ignores the perpetuation as lony as pwmsible, of
a historic human race.,



I do not feel 1t necessary to weit until ground is broken, the
relics of this historic race are misapproprieted by sub-agencles
of federal end state government having no just claeim on them, and
until these people are evicted from the plece upon which they have
res ided years beyond knowledge.

These people's just claims to their home along the rlver will
become more evident, I trust, with continuat lon of the indim Claims,
The Yakims Nation Ceded *~ands claim very directly brings these people
into the plcturg, and I myself have Eastified et 8 hearing rel: ting
thereto before Yommissioner O'Marr, —ut 1 do not wish to jeopardize
in any way this herring, end wish to remain frisnds with the Yakimas,
#hich L heve done although I op.osed them at the hearing as an
expert ethno-historian for the Yepartment of Justice,

3o the "anapums have not yet gained rcocognition from the government
which they refused to fight during the Indian “srs of 1855-58,
How I feel that the time for legislation providing for them a small
bit of their ancestrid _land, would be after suwscessful pa sage of
the Ppriest Repids Pam B111, end campletion of the olaims hearings.
The hesrings, I believe, will be ocompleted this fall,

I relation to pursuing the cese of these friendless Eeople I have
written a manuseript, Drummers and Dresmers of Priest Hapids, A
clionins pertalaing theTeto 18 enclosed as also 1s another clipring
in which you may be interested.

hgide from the cese o the “snapums, the situation of hhe non-
reservastion Yyampums, residing near Celilo, 1s similer to that of
the wenapums far up_the river, £nd the Wyempums are more numerous
then the “enaspums. ‘hat 15 & situstion 1 certainly think the Orogon
delepatlion would wish %o ioin iggshington in correcting, especially
as compls tion of he Palles Yem nears.

I am hopeful you mey feel llke commenting on the 'gannpum
gsituetion and their future security , and join Congressmen Holmes

and (or) Senator Magnuson, in event lsgislative action or
Presidentinl Proclamat ion may be evolved,

S4ncerely Yours

C1ick Relender





