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PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE
Fort Lewls, Washington

FORT LEWIS,Washe=Sergeant First Class Alan B. Rebertson of
Fort Lewls, Wash., has been charged with g¢ollaborating with the
enemy while a prisoner of war in Korea.

A pre=trial investigation of the charges 1s now being made.

After a complste study of the feacots bjyzﬁvestigating officerg,
8 recommendation will be made to the convening authority, Major
Goneral Thomas S. Timberman, Fort lewis and 24 Division Commending
General. . :

In the event trial 1s directed, the accused will be tried at
Fort Lewis,

8fc Robertson was captured in the fall of 1950 and released
by communist forces in September 1953, He is preaently assigge&
to the 71st Replacement company as & platoon sergeant.

8fe¢ Robertson was born NMerch 13, 1925, at Sen Katee, Calif,,
but lists San Diego as his hometown. He jolned the Army in June
1941 at Phoenix, Ariz,

His wife and six children live &t Fert Lewlis.
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"FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE"

FORT LEWIS, Wash -- Looking at an old time cannon, most people are ‘
sure of just one thing--the shot came out of the front end. Little
could be predicted concerning how far the shot would travel and
exactly where the shot would land.

Yet, these clumsy and ineffective looking weapons are the parents
of today's mocdern howitzer and mortar.

To compare a Roman catapult used many years before the time of
Christ with a modern trench mortar seems absurd. But the only basic
difference is the kind of energy that sends the projectile on its way.

In the dawn of history, war machines were performing the function
of artillery (which might be defined as a'means of hurling misssiles t«
heavy to be thrown by hand.) These crude weapons set up the basic
principles of artillery.

The seriptures record the use of ingenious machines on the walls
of Jerusalem in 8 B.C. These were the predecessors of the "catapult"
and the "ballista," (similiar to the glant crossbow) the two basic
artillery weapons. The ballista had horizontal arms like a bow and,
like a modern field gun, shot low and directly toward the enemy.

The catapult was the howitzer of 1ts day. It could hurl a 100 pound
stone 600 yards in a high arc to strike the enemy behind his defenses.

The shoﬁ of firearms.is credited to the Moors in 1118 A,D, The
earllest known cannon was a cast iron weapon shapped like a jug, and
the projectlle was an iron dart., Due to 1ts peculiar shape;, this
cannon was called "pot de fer'" or "iron jug."

MORE
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For approximately three hundred years, cannons remalned small
crude tubes which tosed one-pound lead or iron balils.

By the middle of the 15th century, the weapons had developed
into enormous bombards with calibers of up to 25 inches. Some of
these guns were of cast bronze, wéighing 19-tons, and could fire
a 600-pound stone at the rapid rate of seven shots a day.

During the period 1650-1850, tremendous advances were made 1n
the field of metallurgy for bronze and cast iron. This saw the
developement and standardization of calilbers; the use of wheels and
carriages for mobility, and the first attempts at the use of the
rifled bore with elongated projectiles for increased accuracy and
range., -

With the development of the steel industry, perfection of breech
and recoll mechanisms became possible. Of equal importance was the
invention of more efficlent gighting and laying mechanisms,

In contrast to the old weapons, and in light of modern advancements
is the span and variety of artillery pleces here at Fort Lewis'
Division Artillery, and other artillery unltes.

In their pocession is the 105-mm Howitzer with a range of
12,00Q yards, quite an improvement over the 600-yard range of the
catapult. The 105-mm fires a maximum rate of 4 rounds per minute as
opposed to seven shots a day in the 15th century.

The effective fire power of the 155-mm howitzer and awesome power
of the 8-inch howitzer with a range of 18,000 yards made the U.S.
artilleryman one of the best in World War II.

MORE
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Fort Lewls artillery groups have these weapons, modernized and;
in some caseé@ self-propelled, such as the M-52 Self-Proépelled 105mm
Howitzer,

Also, they have, and Have fired the Honest John Rocket, a weapon
capable of carrying a high explosive or nuclear warhead a;ﬂistance
of 28,000 meters.,

Keeping up with progress in an Ilmportant part of any business

and modern Army plays its part while remembering its past.

we=Q00=m=
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"FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE"

FORT LEWIS, Wash -- One-~hundred and fifty dark-haired, flashy-eyed
Nisqually Indian children filed into their tiny log cabin church wiﬁh
their parents Sunday morning. In the back of the church 95 uniformed
visitors watched and listened with the Indians as the minister spoke of
the "Miracle of Christmas."

The military mission, composed of members of the lst Battalion,
22nd Infantry and the 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry from Fort Lewis, was
there to present each child with g Christmas gift.

After the services the tiny tots were called and Santa Claus
presented the gifts to the children. The looks on their faces gradually
changed from those of suspicion to sheer joy. Then came the cake, ice
cream, apples and other assorted Christmas favors.

The female Indian chief, Calama, was on the vérge of tears. She
could only say, "We've never seen anything like this." First Sergeant
Henry H, Lind remarked, "The spirit of our gesture really hit them hard."

As a return gesture, Calama made Lieutenant Colonel John J. Doody,
22nd Infantry Battalion commander, the first Army colonel to be an
honorary member of the Nisqually tribe. |

As the chief stated, "Even though our scclety contrasts our
20th-century surroundings, we are made to feel a part of the community
by the generous deeds of thése Fort Lewis soldiers."

The tribe, scattered over a wide area, is hearty with a lineage

---MORE---~
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of grace and wealth.

Leading military personnel present at the Nisqually church were
Ms jor General Clailre E. Hutchin, Jr., 4th Infantr& Division commander;
Bridadier General William R, Peers, assistant 4th Infantry Diviaion
commander and Colonel Robert W. Green, 3rd Brigade commander, 4th

Infantry Division.

---FORT LEWIS---
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"FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE"
FORT LEWIS, WASH-Historians have recorded for pcsterity the achievements of
man from the beglmming of time, and though the historism is often forgottem; the
history lives om--for mam Lives in the present, plamning for the future, yet never
iorgettinmg the past,

Cray Army Alrfleld, located at Fort Lewis, today finds itself the subject
of an intensiwve research project, the product of which will be a histery.

The task of sempiling the data for this endeavor--requiring time, effort,
and devotlom--hus Ffallen to Staff Sergeant Armold C. Hernandez, senior flight
operations coordiuator at Gray Army Field.

He was appolnted Gray Fleld historian eleven months ago by Lieutsmant
Colomsl William R. Swift, aviation officer, when it was anticipated that a
historical museum wowld be erected as a monmument at Gray Field, housing flight
memorabilia.

Since then, post engineers have approved the placing of & monument at the
field, but mot in the form of a museum. Instead, a historical marker has
been decided upon, the final plams awaiting approval.

Szt Hermandez nonetheless continues compiling his work, which he estimates
is half completed.

By means of pictures and stories acquired from local newspaper files,
by wandering through museums, and by word of mouth--received from persons
formerly statiomed at Fort Lewis--SSgt Hernandez has gathered his data, tracinmg
Gray Field's history in word and pictures from 1917 to preszent.

(MORE )
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During the scourss of his work, the sergeamt has come across many imteresting
facts, side motes, and anesdotes=-information the average person would not be
aware of without much research.

For imstamsz, did you know that all Army aircraft were named after elither
animals or Ladisn tribes--Iriquois, Carabou, Sioux, and Seminole, for example?
Were you awgre that Air Force I, the president's personal Boeing 707

had stopped at the sirfleld im 1963 bearing dignitaries?

How many raallize that Gray Fleld hosts a flying c¢lub, with seven planes
at tne disposal of its members?l

These are mit few of $8gt Hernmandez's discoveries, duly recorded.

Sgt Herniodes wesdily admits that though Cray Field is not the largest
of ite kind, it meets the meeds of Fort Lewis. He clites the fact that neighborimng
McChord AFB wends ite pillots hers to practise landing om a smaller runway.

Gray field hss a rumway of 6,175 feet, while McChord AFB boasts a runway of
10,100 fest.

Pechaps the most startling incident the sergeant has come across occurad
in the early 1950's.

As SSgt Hernandez related it, a lightweight two passenger Army observation
aircraft was preparing for take off at Gray Field, in the days when planes bad
no starcers.

The pilot left the plame, cracking the throttle, turning the ignition om,
leaving the mechanic alone in the aircraft.

While the pilot was propping the plane by hand, the mechanic accidently

(MORE)
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bumped the throttle with his elbow, bringing it to its full RPM (revolutioms per
minute) .

Realizing what was heppening, the pilot clutched the strut (wing brace),
in an effort to stop the plane. Turning 360 degrees, the plane proceeded to
head north. The pilot released his grasp, and the plane became airborne.

The mechanic--with mo knowledge of flying an aircraft--took stock of his
situstion, 2ad dactded to jump at 20 feet, eacapimg with a brokea leg.

Aware of the herards of @ pilotless pisne, Avmy officlals comtacted McChord
AFB and gave imsisuctions to down the plane before damage could be done to a
heavily populated area. Natore, hawever, was against the move, and the aircraft
was lost im the eic.ne; Alr Force plsces repocting no action takeu.

The next day, am irazte fammer from Allenzburg phoned what today iz Ymown
as the Federal Aviatior Agency, motifyimg them that an Army plane was setting
in his field, and he wented lt removed immediately. Surprised Gray Field officiais
were notlficd, smd the plaue wimoved unscathed--bearing no signs of the experience
it had beem through.

Little side lines add to the making of history, and SSgt Hernandez's
research has borme that out.

A native of Sen Diege, California, SSgt Hermandez entered the Army irn July,
1949,

Assigned to Fort Lewis in 1950, he was ordered to the headquarters of the
Western Air Defense Command at Fort Baker, California, where he remained for
two years, and marrying his wife Judy in a military ceremony in 1952.

(MORE)
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After servimg inm Europe, he was re-assigned to Gray Field in 1955, staying
till his transfer to Libey Army Air Field at Fort Hauchuca, Arizona.

Following & tour of duty in Korea, he was stationed at the Fort Lee
Army Air Field, at Fort lee, Virginis, where after an 18 month period he was
sent to Vietnam, serving as part of the Tactical Operatiom Cemter at Da Nang.

Sgt hernacdez veturned for his third tour of duty at Gray Field im July,
1964 .

The sergeunt ang bis wife have six children: Loretta, Arnold IIL, Dar.ere,

Patricia, Sccorv, and Gregory.
9 Pl
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