Fourth of July
Historical

The first Fourth of July celebration held in North Yakima was
in the year 1885 when the popu]aiion of the city was about 500,
Itwas inithe form of & picnic amd was.held.in the grove on.the bank
of the Yakima river on a line asbout due eqst fromthe foot of B
street on what was known as the Ross Beck places
‘he celsbration was well attended.by both the c ity and
country people. Patriotism reached the high-water mark,
Wilbur F. Sanders,a fterwards United “tates senator from
Montana was booked to deliver the oration but at the last
moment he disappoined o The taskt hen fellupon Colonel L.S. Howlett who
it 1s said de!ivered as able an aldress as ever heard in the valley.
Unfortuna tely the colonel was interrupted in the middle of his
speech by Yearge “ ergusan who came down on horpsebgck and told Mp.
Howlett that his wife was dying of a paraletic stroke, lhe
colonwl left the stand immediately ami hastened to the bedside eof
his wif e, She rallied, ho.ever but died two years lafer after having
suffer @ two more strokes, ihis sad incident cast a damper over the
celebration although 1t was kept as quite as possible at the time,
""'-he 'committee onarrange ments for Yakima 'sfirst celebration
consisted of Edward “hitson, now Judge of’lthe f ederal court far
Easte n distict of "ashington; A.B. Engle, then cashier of the ;
first Nationalbank and Captain J H. Thomas who was at the time reglster
of the Upited States lani office,
Yhere was at the time no argm ized band inthe embryo city. #
quartet took the place of the band and sang many nat ional songs.
In the evening tlere was a grand dilsplay of fireworks,
It was the first considerable celebration ever held in the valley,
Previously there was one held in * akima Uity on which occasion

Judge James B. Reavis was the orator of the day. He was afterward



Judge of the supreme co rt and is now practicing law in Seattle,

“he day was extremely wa m. Not a cloud was in the sky. Miss “ate
Fearbach, who is now Mrs, J.J. Tyler was at this time county
auditor, the county seat being located at Yakima city with offices in
ths 0ld course house recently burned,

“he Yakima Herald, July 4, 1906.



Yakia City
Historical

Resume of 1880 fourth o July celebration called
Yakima cityps initial "first class celebration:":arade started
from Centennial hall 10 a.m. Yakima brass bami 1ed of f
ghead of liberty car. Miss Jennie Yuilland, "Goddess of Liberty,
on Liberty car with young girls representing states and i
territories. Following thecar which of course w the main feature
of the day came citizens of the town and coun ry in buggles
wagons and on horseback, ':L'hey mer ched to the grove amd listened to
speeches from the stand there. Greassd pig chase and sack and foot
races in town. “aces at track 1 mile out of town. ®alute fired at
sundown. j"all sponsared by band emded day. It was Yakima's
biggest affair. Record,Jily 10, 1880,



Mother'!s day

tlegtt Sunday,Vay 14, will dﬁbther;s “ay in lorth
Yakima and in all other cities throughout the land.

Yelebrating Mhther's day conslsts rincipally of weuring a
white carnation am wfiting a letter home,these at least being
the outward observances of the day.

It is pre umed that t here wilibe special at many ofthe local

churche s and alsoat the YMCA Auditorium( Copy) Yakima ferald,
May 10, 1911,



Christmas-historical

Yakima's first Christmas tree graced the home of Ium Goodwin
& shot distgnee north of te city limits in 1873, Mrs. Frances
M. Lahar remembers,
With her parents Mre. and Mrs, J.E, Cook she made the trip the day
before Christmas from thdr rench on the Ahtanum to the oodwin home.

~

"There were only a dozen or 15 persors there but we had a good

time, " she said today. "The tree, a fir, hal been cut up in the
hillsnear Soda springs and brought down on a lumber wagon.

It was decorated with popcorn stringsas we didn't have any fancy
anaments. I receiwl a rag dolland my brother a rubber rabbit.They
meant asmuch to us as a present cost ing $10 or ¥15 means to children
nowe.

"o had dinner with the #Woodwins Christmas eve--whole roast pig,
browned cherry sauce in lieu of cranberry sauce,mince pie and
pumpkin pie.:e alsohad walnuts a nd peanuts aﬁ mosqui to
bar bags. ‘he nuts were braight fromT he Palles with other
supplies armd wemade theags. Gifts consisted principally of
clothinge. I rememter wedanced amd sang and epjoyed ocurselvss,

just asmuch as people do now--"Yakima “‘epublic, Dec. 25,1924,



Cyristmas-Historical

f4re the toys which filled ®anta Claus' pack today
and which were distributed to the homes of hundreds of little boys
and girls in Yakima mor or less int eresting than those which the boys
and girls of a generation or two ago received from ©he old Saint Nick
on Christmas day? '

‘here are those who 1 ok in the shop windows and shake their
heads ---"no, they're not what they used to be while others

(]

equally truthfully to hearOdfiGdi their childhood memories :

think there were never such wonderful things in the paste. To &
generation of Yakima 8868 folks who spent thé 1r'childhood in Yakima and
who are now buying playthings} for their own little boys and girls of

5 or 10 yea s there is r}othing new to canpare with Sam Ahrendt's store
on North “econd street which was a veritable fairyland for children 25
years agoe " _

"There 18 nothing thes days to compare with the toys the children
had then-,"AMiss 4e Aaron , sister-in-law o the late Mp. Ahrendt
recalls,"There was one whole room full of dolls at C, ristmas time
‘her e ware al% sizes and ‘kinds o Lovely great big ones the size of a
baby were not more than $6 or $7 and they had fine kid bodies with
many joints ard real hair which could be combed and sleeping eyes
Those were dodls made to last for years. They were all imported

Ly

from “urope.

"How there are mamma dolls, which cost much more than those old

aes did but they can't canpare with them.

"Ihere were all kinds of mechanical toys too, nearlyas many kinds as

you See now. ‘here were even electrically propelled toys in Mr. dnrendtts
store., i'Lihere were big well finlshed alphabet blocks that one

does not see any more amd building blocks and ten pins and big iron

trains much more substantial than one sees now days., ‘the large rockling

horses and swinging horses too were {iner than the ones children



now have, *‘here were doll buggies strongly constructed and all kinds
of doll furniture."

Mr. fhrendt was affectionately known tomany Yakima youggsters
as "Mr.°anta Claus" and trips to the store at C,ristmas time
brought thrills tomany children.

"On the toys now are wonderful, there weren't such things
when I was a little boy;' W.L, Barker, county commissioner from the third
district remarked. "No ;’c didn't take too much to make us heppy in
those days. I remember a 1little toy hatchet I had when I
was five or sIx years old which cost but a few cents but which I
thought was wonderful . We never saw ready made Wagons in those
vye ars, we made our own with clumsy wheels., “ometires we would take
little wheels of farm implements to make them.

“W.E. Herd of the assessor's affice sold toys 1n a store in
Gall;sburg, I11, 50 years ago. ‘here were tin whistles and rdbbits,
monkeys on & stick, transparent pictures which would be traced,
Noah's arks, drums, wooden guns, iron railroad trains, carts,
expréssmen, dolls~--in fact nea ly everyting that one finds toddy
but theywere poorly made and not too ldsting, " he said,.

While ons wecould buy a whole pack of toys for a dollar or

two, they didn't amount tomich amd were (u@ERAP €asily
broken~--The Yekima Republic, December 25, 1925,



Christmas=-Pione ers

Ihe first Christmas trees on themarket were brought to tie
city this mornimg by Vavid Clark, wib w.s the first man to sell
Christmas trees in liorth Yakima more than 20 years ago.

Clark began selling trees for Yakima merriment when the
city had about 400 inhabitants aml has neer missed a year
although sone seasons his venture has beenun.rofitable fram a
financial point of view,
The trees brought in today ar® known as the balsam fir and
came from way up in the “owiche sbout 40 miles fram the city.
Wsth his helper Clark waded in snow from a foot to waist deep
in cutting them. :Lhey were hauled down by two teams, the
best he c ould get.
North Yaldma people are not as much inclined to the old
fashioned way of celebrating the day as they used to be ,
Clark thinks. When only 3,00 to 4,000 people lived here he used
to sell as many as 300 trees in one season, Of late years
with 10 times as many inhabitants, his sales hav e sometimes
run below tha t. He expects this year to dispose of at least
350, Yakima ‘“epublic, Dec. 2, 1910.



Yakima

Cr istmas was observerd in Yaki a with good cheer, Hundr ds of
children wer= made glad by the unloading of ¢ ristmas trees at home
and at the Methndist, Christian and WdBHNd188 Tniscopal festivities.
A.propriate services were held in all of the churches, and , as the
mweather was pleasant, the attendsnce was sood.

The sleighing attract~d many people out of doors and ev ry
sleigh. from the huge ~ffair dpbown by four stout horses to
the dainty cutter and th- clumsy "o e-made bob were put in use,
The merchants all say thqt the trade was much better than was
expefted and that the nresents made this year were in as great vo ume

and value as ever before--Yakima Herald, Dacember 26, 1889,



Thanksgiving
History

Thanksgiving in the early days in ‘akim§ was mich like it

is today with turkey dinners as the main attrgdtion according to a
half dozen vel ley picmmeers, .
“hen it occmes to numbers of Thanksgi ing dinners on one single
day, R.,B. Milroy probably carries off the prize for dl
time. o: his first Thanksgiving in ‘ekima in 1885 he ate no less
than five “hanksgiving dinrers. *he only resson he didn't take on
another one or two, hs frankly ad;'ei.ts was bec.ause the \
hours of saqre o his invitatias cqrflict;d.

The wrogrem of dinners started af 11 o'clock in the morréing and
concluied at 1 o'clock the nest morning.

Barly settlers were elways hospitavle ard no one had to eat
his turkey dinner in solitude. The weather was not cold as MNr.
Milroy recalls it thoughthere was a light sprinkling of snow
afA0Bdd about. 1he princip:=l & fference between Thanksgivings in

-

e olden days and now was in the drinks, Mr. Milroy ventures. .
Cocktails or egg-no s were a usual accompaniment to such meals in
pre-Volstead dayse

Turkeys were so plentiful in th‘e early days they were herded in
large bands like she ep with a herder in chargee. Turkeys were, raised.
in such numb.ers in oruer todestro? the crickets which infested the
sage brushe :b b:ird_s got fat on tle crickets. | _

Darices wre & special Thanksgiving eccompaniment in the ear ly dgs.
here was oftén & dance in % hall in the building where the
Epporium nowastands, e ither a community affair or a mrivate
gathering. “ater the dance wre held in the old Mason;s opers
house building on lNorth Fir st street, |

Turkey shoots were an important part of the rro-Thanksgiving

arrangements, *Fred‘Par]@r, ms aident of the Pioneer association

recalls. ‘e remembers a *hanksgiving in 1888 par ticularly



4 day ar two beiore the holidaya roup of some 20 citizens
gathered attheranch of S.A. s Aot s W ore. the Satate) fair
is now situated for a tlurk:ay shoote (ne dollar was the
price put upam each turkey and shots were sold at 10 cents eachs
Iy those days the contestants did nd shoot at targets but
actually at the turkey. Thetwkeys were tired up in front of
e walland the shooters 'pickedf themoff at a distance of 250
yards. “ny kind of gun could be used, e first ome to shoot & turkey
above the kneed got the bird. The man who got one bird
had to take the tenth chance if he wished to exter the conte st for
the mext one‘. lwenty or 25 birds in all were
killed athat dey, Mr. Farker redalls,
“s John Lynch recalls not much wasmade of The ni sg 1ving
until alongabat 1890, % ile there vwere trkeys in the early
days they were a different variety than the mronze ones common
yoday. | . h

Mrs. “ong Sameron , anothér pi'aneer asked about th early conditions
herse =2 r ot recall any aparticular occasion and is of the impression
that celebraticns were simple affairs. X

Herbert #. #h88Q Shaw, secretary of the pioneer association
recalls vividly his first ‘hanksgiving in %8 town of Yakima,
Ho was born in *ampico and spent his early boyhood here. In 1896
the dey tefore Thankegivirg' .the family moved to Yakima, Herbert and
hs brother, Roy had the duty of making ti® trip from ‘ampico to
“akima on horseback in order to drive the two cows to tomn.

&80 L ne day was bitterly cold, in fact Shew rswears it was' 20 below
zero with 1 1=2 feet of snow on tle gond. Half of t hetrip |
wasmad e tis first day, then the two boys made the rest of the
jaunt the nextmarning. The rest of the fé.mily w th w@6Bthe
household furniture made .the trip to town oa & bob-sled. ®s the

pipes in the house into which the family moed on Ngches avenue



I

Pyossom Yostival

~“chool children of orty Yakima with some outside assistance

certainly Bave thecitigens and guests from other places a good

éntertainment when they paraded as one of the feature of t® blossom

®

festival weeke.

* 2 9 2

It was the fi st time in a very long vhile thg the children
have taken part in a public performance of amny kinde.
Thousands of people lined Yak ' ma avenue towstch the children
andtheir a sistants in the line of marchee..
he inevitable N;rthern Pacific freight rain put in 1ts
apprarance at the usual inopportune time andcut the procession
in two armd caused same disrpution as it permitted the
lone s.ring of camp followers to catch up andc rowd across the avenuse
along wibh those who were on the parsade.
Lhe floats, the aut omobile decorations, the pony proktession
ard suchicatures lent novelty armd interest. Leon D. Green's
cont ribution of & sPore ormre of *hekiland ponies wus one of
the heaviest contributions of the day.
Fred Lindekugel as a Klootchman with black pony was one of
the best figures in the procession.
Followng the I-dians came the mounted soldiers who fought
the Indians afid after the soldier came the farmer in
his farm wagon and with his grain scaks. ueorge and *artha
“agshington were represented by “ears Horsley and Lois Shardiow
and they were real parade figures,
Miss #rminta ‘“illiamson was the queen of the festival and
her ladies in waiting were Misses futh and “dith Johnson,
nadeddhodpdad . 1iira Thompson, ¥ rances Townley, Ciara “allen and
Elizabeth Henry .

“waoen YilliamsonAfare a court gown of white satain. S he was



crowned and there was a profusion of lral decoratioms and
offerings. *he queen a d her attendants rode on a float which had
been prepared with much care to represent a tHre60 t hrone room

during a receptionesse.Yakima Herald, April 26, 1911.



Fourth of July

Historiecal

Fred Parker and Bruce Mjlroy 'av: taken a mental journey through the
years that have passed. Their impressions of the o0ld time celebrations and ti

modern days are given bslow.

In the early days the oratorical spellbinder rulcd supr me. No
one thought of having a calebration on ths Fnurth without at least om
oratorical addre s and the least tne patriotic address amd the
reading of th Declaration of Indeperdence.

By horseWack, wagon and in ‘uggies and on foot people cames to
town. Nowdays, aided by ths automobi '@, peonle leave the city to
lose themselves in the mountains and counryside. ) :

quarter of a century ago and even much latee,“eteryone en ere
into the spirit of the occasion. Each peron eonsidered himself a
| com:ittee of one to make the clebration a success.‘The Fourth, then
was almost a 2B hour affair. The crowd gathered eariy on the festal
morning and usuaally did no disprese until the next morning.

Referring to his diary Mr. Parker finds that the first
celebratlon of which he has record is that of 1838, Col. L.S. Howlett
was the orator of the day. I tnose days Mr. Parker was
usually pressed 1nto duty as marshal. Many lndlans ware present
and ther was an abundance of raal lemonade.

Horse racss and wrestlin wer features on the pfogram. Horse races
were held on Yakima av 'nue from the Yakima hotel te tne NP depot whh
stood in the middle of the str at. During the races that year an old
man named H1§ Eglln attempted to cross the street and was
injur:d. I” future years this feature on the program was eliminated.

In 1890 the ciebratio was held on the resefmation and many
Yakima peonle attended. Charles Pearne and Charles Allen gave
spoeches and a number of Indians talked through interpreters.

W.L. Jones, now senator, was the principal orator at the celsbration



held in 1891 which had the usual entertai ment program and ended with
a dance in Switzers hall. I, th evening a number of people climbed
Mt Adams and built a fire which could be seen in Yakimae
Features on the program in 1892 were a huréle race for women

which Rose Carey, Belle Dynn and Maude Stuné participated in and
a fat man_s race which was won by Sam Vircent. Thad Huston was
orator that year.

Mr. Milroy recalls tﬁe parades and floats of the early
day celebrations. Much carr and attention was given the construction
of patriotic floats and somse higly creditable pisces of work were
turned ouf.

The first csl bration he attended was also the first held in the
new town of Yakima. It was in 1885. The spesches wer held
on the Yakima rive near the present iocation of the Mpxee bridge. Cpl.
Howlett was the ofator but his forensic ability did not compete
with the mosquitoes anc his audience gradually drifted away.

" At that time the block on which the Miller building now
stands was vacant and‘the fir works were set off there. Mr. Miltoy was
on the firsworks éommitﬁee. Some little excitement wa provided i the
evening when a box of;Roian candles ignited. Mr. Milroy took refuge
under t he float which served as the platform and the
other membsrs of the committe fled among the crowd. The float caught
fire but peace wac- soon restored.
| Aftert that experience the fir companies were
organized and hose part races became a feature. The city council
bought special racing carts &€nd for several years the keenest
fivalry existed between Yakima and Ellensburg. Some of the men who
sarved the Yakima company and took part in the races werse Fred Reed,

J.E. Me vin, Volney T. Philiips, Charles Hauser and J.C.

Liggett,



Customs Miscellanv

Yakima was entertained for several days during the past week
by a pronograph. There was no drop a nickle in the slot business
about this affair and the proprietor made a kil ing at twenty-five cents

a head,

The twenty-fifth silver anniversary of the organization of the G.A.R.
will be observed Monday evening by Lincoln post at their
hh1l over H.H. Allen,s drug store.

There will be music, reci‘ations and an account of the organization
of the society,

The Sons of Yeterans ’ Woman's Relief Carps and the public

generally is invited to be present on thisoscasion,

Four additional water hudrants have been located on the four
corners surrounding the corner of Ffrst street and Yakima avenue,
There is no no good reason why the streets shou’dn't be given a good

soaking occasionsally,

Denman Thompson and trcoppe have written to secure a date here
some time the latter part of this month, The "Two Sisters" wil bhe

placed,t

Harold Preston, Mrs, #,A. Boyers and the Visses Zona
and Yyra Howlett spent a couple of days at Amasa Walker's
Sunnyside ranch this week,
J.R. Peter received four carloads of timber for the Natcheez railroad

bridge today. He has thirty-five men at work at present and will

increase the force on Monday.-Yakima Herald, Apkil 2, 1801,



The barbers of Yakima will close their shons hereaf er on Sund=ay,
and the winds which sweegpand down that 1-vely vale wil® toy on the
S.bbath with the whiskers of the unfortunate who are un ble to
reach the sh-p hefore Saturday midnight--Spokane Review,

May, 1891,



,Cultural

The prelimimary spelling contests "naururated by the Good
Templars was finished Tuesday evening by Méss Jessie Hendevson
winning the 10th silver medal,

The final contest will take place at the opera house Tuesday

evening next, the succes-ful aspirznt to be awarded a gold medal,

Those who will contest for the gold medal are F.M, Spain, J.B.

Pugsley, W.H. James; Henry Teal, L.E. Sperry, Lee Purdin, Robert
Noonan, Miss Lettie ¥ingsbury, Miss Ina Phillips and Miss
Jessie Henderson,

The evening's entertainment will close with an excellent

musical and liberary orogram--Yakima Herald, March 10, 1801,

™ipkey

The go'd medal spelling contest which occured at the ovnera house

Tuesday evening attracted a large audience,
The spelling was preceded bv a 1iterary and musical which was
well received, especiadly the recitatiens by Mis s Henderson.
Of the ten silver medal winners, but eight vnarticipated in

the final contest, Messrs Sperry and Teal being absenc.

City Ylerk F.”. S ain was the successful candidate although he

was pressed hard by his competitinrs and declared "down" twice

by the moderator on words which an investigation of Webster

demonstrated were spelled two correctly, two methods of spelling being

given in each instance,
1he first one to m'ss was Miss Henderson who slipned on

"eontagious" . She was followed by Miss Lettie ¥ingsbury with

"asthma," Robert Noonan with exhilaration," Miss Tna Phillins with

"acknowledgment,” W.¥H, James with "Millennium" J.B,
Pugsley with "ethereal " and Lee Purdin with "tyrannize." The

~warding of the medal wa- done by Dudley Eshelman in a neat



speech resvonded to briefly by Mr, Spain--Yakima Herald, March 26, 1801,



Customs

Marriage presents

nev. W.H. Cornett today vronounced the words wrich united the

™

destinies of Henry R. Kern of ' ssoula, “ont and Miss Addie T.
Coombs at the residence of the brife's parents.
The happy couple leave tomorrow for their new home in Missoula,
I'ol'l_owing is & 1ist of presents thev received.

Si1ver card receiver, Dr. and Mrs, Hargrove, Boston, Mass,;
driving horse, Mr, and Mrs, M.G. Kern, bﬁrwal]is, Mont; bedroom
set, Mr, and Mrs, E.P, Kern, Missoula, Montanaj; silver berry sooon,
Mr,.and Mrs, F.M, Ingalls, Missoula, Mont,, pickle caster,
Mrs., Masters; silver cake basket, the Tilcox family; teasvons,
Frank Jordan; tablespoons and pair of Indian clubs, H.F. Coombs:
silver mustard snoon, -C. Commbs; celeby glass dish and two silver napkin
rings, Mr, and NMrs, B'la-d; silver butter dish, H. Voorhees and
Fred M ller, silver napkin rings, “r, and Mrs, T.W. D.vidsonj
‘cake plate, Miss May Masters; sauce dishes, Mr, and Mrs, Kesling;
chair tidies, Harry D-vidson; gla s set, Mr, and Mrs, F. Foster; salt
cellars, Maggie and Lloyd Foster; chair sa@idle-back, *fis« Effie
Cary: chair tidy, ™iss Rose bary; whisk broom holder, Mr, andVrs,
Fry; chamber set, Blex Branderburg and 7. Sindallj; pair of wivels,
Mr, and Mrs, C. Scow; napkins, Wr, and Mrs, C. Swain,
sheets and pillow cases, Mr,.and Mrs, B.B., Coombs; napkins, “iss
fnnie Parmeter; napkins and towels, “essrs Herke and Gammonj
Bapkins, Mr. and Mrs. ‘at Yeats; silver berry spoon, Mis= Jeannie
Kelly.

Miss “elle Yeats acted as bridesmaid and ™.H. Robinson as grormsman-

Yakima Herald, September 3, 1891,





