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INTRODUCTION

Throughout the history of the United Btates,,the Indinnl--
white man relationship hae been one in which the former clv-
ilization was considered inferior. The Indlan was illeterate,
lacked stable, codified government, and practiced a crude
religion; in general the Indian was consldered to live in a
highly barbaric eociety. During the white mans' contact with
him, the Indian wae constantly encouraged and forced to drop
hies orude mannerisms and become"civilized," that 1s,
Caucaslianized. Thls phenomena was especially strong durlng
the 19th century éxpansionistic movement in the Unlted BStates,

which brought more white men into contact with Indians more

often. Usually the Indians controlled or clalmed lands xﬁﬂ“{*ﬂﬂf“f

which white men strongly desired for various enterprises.
Thus, with the pretext that they could become more civilized
elsevhere, these Indians were moved to reservations, defined
areas of land which the Indians could not legally leave wlth=-
out permission. In this way white men occupled vast areas
of former Indian lande without interference.

But what happenned to the Indlans on the reservations?
They -kas- lost vast areas of land which had formerly provided
much of their subsistence. Flshing and hunting grounds and
regions rich in wild fruits were no longer theirs. Unable to
continue their seasonal migrations, the oritical problem of
how to malntain the Indlans on the reservations sogn developed.

Azain, under the ausplces of civilizing them, the Indians were
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taught the white mans' agricultural practices to produce the
food they needed. Other trades were to be developed as well,
and in this way the Indian "eivilization" was to be bettered.
Thus, the economic development of the various tribes came to
symbolize the general level of Indian soclety. Those Indlans

actively participating in and benefitting from agricultural

and "ecivilized" pursuites were considered to be soclally above

their barbaric brothers who 8till relled on nature to provide
thelr food and clothing.

Many problems were inherent in this system of controlling
and improving the Indlans' lot. For one thing, it is difficult
for any soclety to undergo a complete change in i%s' mode of
living. Too many Indlans could not comprehend the whlte
mans' methods. To many the time end energy necessary to
successfully cultivate the various crops that the Indlan agente
encouraged them to grow was too long and tedlous, &and unnatural
to keep thelr interest. There was often an lnsuffleclency of
supplies provided to ald the Indlans in thelr attempta at
agriculture. Some tribes were successful for perlocds of
time, but many Indian famlillies, after harvestling a good crop
or accumulating a few head of atock would leave or gqult working
until they forced to begin agaein cut of necessliy.

One of the most succesaful reservations was located in
central wWashlongton; this wae the iﬂkama Indian Reservatlon.
This reservation was relatively large, 800,000 acres, and
contained 240,000 acres of arable land, although in no way

can it be claimed that this reservatlion was typlical, for it




ls larger than mos n wWashington, and its' natural resources

differ greatly from the others in the Paclfic Northwest, but

the Yakamas had many of the general problems of the “reser-

vation system."




ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE YAKIMA INDIAN RESERVATION, 1880 -- 1889

v

/
F;ﬁ“ ' The Yakima (formerly Yakama) Indlans signed the treaty
which had as one of its parts the removal of that nation of
Indlans to a spéniflc reservation in 1859. Located in central
washington, the Yakamas were particularly fortunate in the
location and slze of their reservation. Over 800,000 acres

in all, the reservation provided more than 240,000 arable

acres of 1anda1

thus over 30% of the land was cultivatable.
According to the Pacific Northwest Atlas, the reservation's
"Generalized Land Capability Classes" could be broken down
as follows$

Central Northwest: Rank 3 -- "Falrly well suited for
grazing or forestry."

Extreme Northwest: "Not sulted for grazing or forestry."

Southwestern: Rank 2 -- "Moderately well sulted for
grazing or forestry."

Centrals "Small portions of rank 2, mood cultivatable
land. Also small portions of rank 4, occassional
cultivation."

Central and East: "lLarge amount of rank 3 -- moderately
good cultivatable land."

Predominently rank 3, not cultlvatable, some rank 1.2
The atlas also describes the soll as:
West: High mountaln areas

Mid-West: Hills with dark acld solls and with dense forests
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Central: Greenlands or desert shrubs, moderately dark,
neutral to alkalline solls

East: Grassland or desert shrub, light alkaline 301133
It should be noted that the forests found only ln the Western
portion of the reservation, consisted primarily of "old
growth sawtimber of commercial valua.“4 The types to be
found there are True firs (spruce or true fir hemlock),
Ponderosa Pine, and larch (Douglas-Fir type). The first is
of 1ittle use; the latter two are very valuable, and
Ponderosa Pine 1s the predominent type Iln the region.5

Mineral wealth 18 conspicuously mlssing 1n the reglon,
which would seriously hamper any metal craft work which the
reservation Indians might attempt.ﬁ

The range land in the reservation ls also relatlively
poor. The east and north east have no good range land and
the western portion %ts only good for sheep, some cattle, and
blg game. Only in the central rezion ls there conlifer grass
which 1s good for cattle and sheep grazing. Even the central
reglon, however, 1s better sulted for wheat ralsing than
it 1s for grazing.?

Another deficlency of nature is the gquantity of surface
water, with only the Yakima, on the Northeast border, the
Kilttltas, and several small streamsa provlding water for the

8 The lack of surface water is further

800,000 acre reservation.
complicated by a light average yearly rainfall and relatively
high temperatures throughout the year (see Appendix I-A).
Temperatures during the summer are very high, and modern

farming in the Northeast i1s 1rrigated while the rest of the
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reglon remalns uncultivated probably due in large part to
the lack of sufficient water.?

The lack of water i1s reflected in the types of farming
in the area. The Northeast, the only ares with a large
quantity of surface water, produces frult and mixed fruit.

The mid-Eastern region is used for livestock and special
crops such as sugar beets, onions, grapes, seed crops, etc.
which must be irrigated. The Southeast 1s used basically

for livestock grazing on a seasonal basis.l® (For a general
breakdown of the modern agricultural tendencles of the resion,
see Appendix I-B.)

Thue, according to modern statlstica, the area which be-
came the Yaklme Indlan Reservation contalned very diversified
lands. The reglon was well suited for agricultural pursults
such as wheat and general grain farming, and livestoeck could
be well taken care of on the huze ranges. There was a climate
sultable for berry fruit crops as well and these and other crops
only needed irrigation to really flourish in the Valley.
Finally, the abundance of available forests would potentially
provide more than enough wood for the small band of Indians
residing on the reservation.

Thls modern description of the region 1s substantiated
by reports of the Indian agents. Typlcal of the acents
reaction to the natural benefits of the reservation is L 1
Agent Milroy's comment: "Considering all ites natural ad-
vantages, thls reservation 1s probably the most wvaluatle

body of land of 1like slze in the territnry.“ll However, as



modern temperature trends show, agents noted a serious hnnfi;ﬁp. ;
to successful crop production due to a lack of moisture. /412$uh
According to agent Thomas Priestly, unusually d4ry éalannq

would seriously handicap’production and the Indians -would ~#eet

be "compelled to resort to other means of abtaining food

upon which to subsist during the winter."12

The agents also recognized the crop potentials of the
region. In 1884 Milroy noted that when properly cultivated,
"wheat, oats, barley and rye grow luxuriantly;" fruit crops
of apples, pears, plums, cherries and small frulte were
abundant, and wild grasses sultable for grazing were in
great abundance. 13 Thus, the Yakima reservation had a
gertain number of problems, but it alse had many advantages
from which the Indians could easlly find sustenance.

How d1d the Yakamas react to the white mans' "reser-
vation system" and tEriculthfil practices? Throughout the
1880's the Indian population of the reservation remained
relatively stable (see App. II). Although there ﬁsﬂﬁbdturunl-
ing population tendency An the first years, thlis can be
attributed more to innaccurate records (characteristic of
most Indian censuses) than to migration or death. It 1s also
probable that a eimilar ratio of resident to non-resldent
Indians existed before the hritkdnuq shown for 1886. Noting
the "Number of families engazed in agriculture,” which ﬂd/upt
also relatively stable, it 1s probable that almost everyone
lieted as living on the reservation was a member of a family
in some way engaged in agriculture. But the number of Indians
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in this category represented only 1/2 of the Yakama natlon,
for many were not willing to settle down and _abandon thelr
old customs snd economy. It should be noted that in taking
the average number of families in agriculture as 400 and the
amount of arable land as 240,000 acres, each family would
havakéjﬁlo acrea, almost one square mile, with which to cultivate
all the agricultural goods that the family required. However,
surveying had not been properly completed so that such
allotments could not be made, nor were the Indlans willing or
able to cultivate this much land. Milroy report t less
than 1/10 of the arable land was being cultivated.l®

The agents reaction to the Indians attitude towards ag=-
ric e often contradictory. Agent Wilbur, who
ntt&uk. the Yakamas for over twenty years, wrote in 1880
that they were acquisitive and eager to cultivate,l5 while
four years later Milroy claimed that 1/3 to 1/2 still lived
off the reservation, relying on salmon for auatannnn-.ls
In general, it seems the agents did not understand the
Indiens attitude towards agriculture, for they continued %o
rely on less than 1/2 of the population (those living on) as
exemplary for the entire population.

Many Indians, however, did participate in agricultural
pursuits. The extent of thelir cultivatlon was substantially
less than that available to them though (see Appendix I1I).
It's 1likely that an average of 9,000 acres were cultivated
each year, for the acreage figures for 1886 through 1890
could not possibly bear the production figures given for the
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same period (See Appendix IV). Furthermore, wheat production
usually averaged 15 to 18 bushels per acre, & figure too
low to allow B0O,acpras in! 1886 to produce 16,000 bushels
of wheat and the other crops.l? It should be noted that
each year the Inﬂianu openned new lands for cultlivation.
These figures mayﬂbayﬁﬁraly a figment of the agent's ima-
gination, but, if not, the flgures represent a constant
though gradual advance in agriculture by the Indiens.

As shown by Appendix IV, the Yakamas produced large
quantities of grains, particularly wheat and oats. For the
Indians who participated in agriculture, grain products must
have made up & large portion of thelr dlet. There are no
figures to show what portlon of the graln they sold, but
1t's probable that little was so used. The large gquantities
of oats, barley, rye, and hay were baslcally used to feed
horses and livestock, the sale of which the Indians par-
ticipated in greatly.18 For example, in 1883 11,000
bushels of oats and barley were reportedly produced ( see
Appendix IV) while the agent reported 8,000 bushels of oats
and %,000 bushels produced for cattle and horse feed. 19
Vegetables and corn crope were produced basically for subsis=-
tence as well. Corn was grown in small guantities because
the Yakima Reservation was not considered to be & good corn
growing region.20 No figures are avallable to describe the
extent of popularity of thie agricultural pursuit, but

probably fruit was grown when wild frult was not avallable,
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and then only enough for table use. The cultivation by the
Yakamas was greatly enhanced by thelr supply of rirm machinery.
For example, in 1880 there were 100 plows and harnesses, four
combined mowers and reapers, and four mowling machines.2l
In 1885, five new mowing machines were purchased, to bring
the total number of machines to twantr:twn.aa

Thus the Yakamas who became permanent residents of the
reservation enjoyed a highly productlive agricultural economy.
Throughout the 1880's the tribe was relatively self-sufficlent
(see Appendix V), except for 1886 when an absurd report was
made with regards to their subsistence. Probably 1886
would approximate either 1885 or 1887 for the production
figures show no drastic decline for 1886,

An important complement to the Yakamas' crop production
was thelr involvement with livestock (see Appendix VI).
Traditionally the horse was considered to be an important
item of ownership for the Indlan. The Yakamas seemed to hold
this to be true, for the number of horses surpasse [thu total
of all other livestock owned. As mentioned earlier, the
horse was & constant source of income through sale of the
animal, but apparently many were ftndersized Indlan ponies of
little commerclal value.

Cattle was the second most popular animal held by the
Yakamas. They provided meat through the winter and milk
year around. In 1888 the agency apparently began to dlsperse
the government stock, so that in that year, 1,717 catile were
1ssued to the Indians.2> The purpose for this dispersal was
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to increase the Indians self-reliance, for apparently they
cared 1ittle for the stoek while they could turn to the
government stock.

The method of dispersal was probably exemplary of the
general issue of government stock throughout the perlod.
Heads of families with children in aschool received & cow and
a calf, and one heifer for each child 1in school. Every
family with fenced land or able to cere for them received
a cow and calf. This dildn't complete the lssue, so the
farmers were given an additional cow-and calf or one heifer,
as were young men starting out in farming.24

Other domestic animals had obvious uses in the Yakamas
economy. Swine and sheep provided limited amounts of food,
and sheep also provided some clothing. Domestlc fowl would
provide eggs and meat also. Mules were used as work animals,
probably pulling plows, mowlng machines, and wagons.

Wagoneering and transportation was an interesting part
of the Iakﬂi':f:/:'mnnnnr- As shown in Appendix VII large
quantities of freight were handled but very few dollars were
actually earned in this manner. This implies that most of
the work was done for payment in kind, and possibly that
much much was internal in nature; that 1s, not for anyone
outside the reservation.

Transportation was only one of the non-agricultural
enterprises taken up by the Yakamas. As Appendlx VII shows,
the abundant resources of trees in the western portion of the

reservation wae greatly used. The great quantities of lumber
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cut were probably used for internal improvements, for there
were no references to sales of lumber. These improvements
could include fences, homes for Indlians, farms and various
buildings for the nganay.25 The agency was particularly
active in the buillding industry;in 1885 thirteen new structures
were constructed, ranging from a new agency office to three
"econvenient privies."26 The lumber 1nﬂu;tr3 came to an
ahrhpt halt in late 1885, however, with the destruction of the
sawnill by fire.27 The pesult of the fire was strongly felt,
for 1t disrupted much needed repalrs on agency bulldings,
limited the construction of new Indlan homes and huprt
Indlan agricultural activity by limiting the supply of lumber
for fences.28

Equally important to the Indians' industrial life was
tHe Eriet SALY. Althoueh BAAly worh, tHe MEll around muoH
of the Indians' harvest, though in summer upper Valley Indians
took their wheat to Yakima to "citizen mills."29

Various shops rounded out the industrial portion of the
Yakamas' economic life. These included the carpenter, wagon,
harnese and shoe, and blacksmith shops, The basic employment
of these ghops was to repair reservation equipment, which
apparently was very professional in quality. One important
aspect of these shops was thelr employment practices. The
harnese and shoe shop was run entirely by Indlians, a master
and his apprentices. The carpenter shop hired two Indian
apprentices and the blackamith shop had Indlan apprentices
as well.”® Thus the 1ndustrial aspect not only served to
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provide needed services; many Indians gained experilence and
skills through work in these shops.

Other training was gained by Indian boys and girls from
the agency's industrial schools. Here girls learned to sew,
cook, wash, iron, and do general house work. The boys were
taught blackamithing, wagon maklng, carpentering, harness,
boot, and shoe making and general and specific farm work.Jl
The children were also productive. The boys maintained a
small farm while the girls produced household items such as
aprons, curtains, dresses, towels, and many other items.32

The Yakama Indians, it seems, enjoyed a relatively
strong economy. As shown, they were almost completely
self-sufficlent, and they had a well rounded economy more
than capable of supporting those Indiens living on the
reservation. Many sti]l took advantage of thelr fishing
rights on the Columbia River, for they were used to fish as
their basic sustenance.’? They also resisted other changes
such as surveyors and land titles, but many, according to
agents, were moveing for these nhnngau.?’qr

Other changes were evident as well. The In'diauum%] fdffﬂ%ﬂ“
had a distinet internal police force and judlieclary, both of
which were said to have done an effective jub.35 The Yakamas
werezalso beling constantly encouraged by thelr agente-in-charge.
¥henever possible, the Yakama agents would do thelr best to
provide jJobs. Although not of hizh raapannibilitr)then-
jobs showed a willingness on the part of both parties to work
together to better the Indians' existence. Thus the soclal
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aspect of the reservation wae relatively stable due to police
and other internal improvements. This in tﬁrn meant stablility
forthe economy. Once the Indians were settled, they could
work on n&y}qnaunmtﬁ"Ihprniaﬁgﬁii:_;za-ﬂ*"':}

_“For example, to make full use of their land, the

Yakamas had to begin irrigation work. The agents recognized

\ and reported this nuad.3?rﬂin general the Yakamas were well

off, but during the 1880's they showed little improvement.

In fact, a look at agriculture and livestock production fig-
ures in Appendices IV and VI shows a degree of decline during
the decade. However, it is probdble that the decline in
production was a result of many things. Firstly, agricultural
production is susceptible to elimatlec changes and could be
affected by drought, frost,etc. BSecondly, the figures for

the first half of the decade may be inflated, though this may
not be true. Finally, a slight reorientation in the Yakamas'
economy towards industrial pursults would cause a short run
decline in agricultural production. Thus, though the Yakamas'
economy was not dramatically growing,nnor might 1t be competing
favorably with the white mans' economy similarly located
(which at present 1e incalcuable), the Yakamas were enjoying
a strong reservation economy which may be described as
developing --/1t wae becoming increasingly industrially
oriented. \ '

ey Vlﬁﬂ .
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Yoot J&n,
28,3
7.3 s %

91.6

Feb., Mar, Apr. Mey Jun, Jul. Aug.
35.6

Aﬁganﬁix I=i

Temperature and Precipitation
n?arngup

Teldma Weather Station
1,061 ft. elevation

Sapt.
44,3 52,4 60, 66,2 78.5 71.4 63t
aﬂ p5 a ‘ . 5 -:& |1 ' 2 . 4

Cowplled from Atlap of the Pacific Novthwesh, Table 2; i 84,

Crap

Feirs
Prunes
Chorries
Perches
Borries &
Snall Fruits
'E:'D:;rou

Filberts &
Walnuts

Vegetables
For Sale

Potatoes
Sugar Boota
Hops

Mint for oil
Cattle
Sheep

Appendix T-B
‘Crop Propensity
Heavy

Average Light

Oct, Now,
52,2 29,2
5 1.0

Yone

32.3
1.1



Appendix T-B (cont.)

Crop Heuvy Average Tight Nene
Swine x

Milk Cowe x

Chickena X

Turkey, %

Vtheat X

Catg (negligivle)
Barley X

Field Corn X

E&y Crop x

Groge &
Cover Crops b3

Dry Field &
Seed Feos o X

Dry Fiold &
Seed Beans i

Apples X

Compiled from Atlas of the Pacific Northwest, Plates 30-56, 76-90,



80-1
81=2
82-3
84<5
85-6
867
87=8
88-0
89-90

Population
3,830
&:.#3&
3,420
3,120
3,120
L2732
1;29«9

1,785
1,675

£00
407
305
356
ol
208
350

400

Appendix IT
General Statistics
Yakama Regervations
ﬂfﬂu 'D"ft fmaﬂ
Engaged 1n Agri.

No. of Indian Apprentices

25
20
15

1o
10

#¥re, 8590 ¢stimated 2,000 off reservation,

80-1
81-2
B83~4
84-5
B5-8
86T
B8
88=9-
89-90

800,000

/800,000
800,000

*ihon stresns not drted up.

Tillable

130,000

130,000

130,000

120,000

250,000
250,000

240,800

240,800
240, 000%

Appendix TET
Tand and Cultivation

feres

feres Cult, by Indians
8,000
3;11’@
€,200
9,000
11,800
1,760
2,400
2,700

No. of Indian houses
Built during year

a7

oouodoon o =

leres broken
During yr. (Indl
150

150

250

200

200

300

400



BO=1
B1-2
82-~3
B3-4
B4=3
85-6
BE~7
g7-e
BE~9
89-90

* (from last report)
*#(5000 Barley & Rye)

##»(3000 Barley & Rye)
sw22 (4000 Berley & Rye)

80~1
B1-2
82-3
B3~4
84=5
B5-6
BG~T
87=8
ge-g
A9-90

® 1% Piute & Bannacks
** ) Plute % Bonnacks

Theat

35,000
42,000
28,300
35,000
15,000
35,000
15,000
20,000
20,000
10,000

Corn
150
500
750
500
1,000
1,000
500
300
600
100

Appendix IV

Yakama Reservaiion Crop
Production, 1BBO-18E0

I BUSHLLS

Cots and Aarley

2,200
8,500
7,000

11,000

21,500

15,000 Oate**
8,000 Qntzses
10,000 Oatgeess

20,600
5, 500

Apvendix ¥

Indian Laber in Clvilized Pursuits

7G*
80
Bhens
an
a0
20

80

#4# Except Plubes who recelve 40% govi. =id,

Subglatenece of Takomos

Vegetables

5,150
&, 700
12,300
14,600
26,000
14,250
g,211
6,900
6,525
2,270

Fiﬂhinﬂ; Huntinﬂ, Etc,

14
20
1684
10
10
10
50
10

Tons oFf Hay Cut
1,000
2,000
1,800
11=
2,000
2,950
3,400
2,000
3, 500
4

Tesue of Govi, Rations
1=

10

(eatimoted)



| 80=1
81-2
82-2
Ba=4
B4=5
835-6
'H_’E-'?'
B7=-8
88-0
80-090

Appendix VI
Livestock Owned By Yakamas

Horses Mules Cattle Swine Sheep
17,000 100 3,000 200 150
8,500 60 2,000 150 100
9,000 60 2,500 250 150
8,000 50 3,000 50 1,001
8,000 50 3,000 50, 300
9,000 50 4,000 50 300
9,000 20 4y SO0 500 1,000
10,000 25 3,500 400 500
10,020 5,000 250 400
10,0204 6,000 150 250

® indicates combined figure.

BO=1
81=2
82-3
B34
BA=5
85-6
86=7
87-8
£88-0
89-90

~Appendix VIT
Some Industrisl Production

- 0f YTakamas
Feet Lumber Cut Corde Wood Cut Rods Fencing Made Value Furs Sold
475,000 200 1,920 $1,200
300,000 300 9680 $1,200
500,000 500 1,200 41,000
200,000 500 1,500 $ 500
500,000 650 2,000 §1,000
- 200 2,500 $ 500
- 327 2,500 -
- 2,000 124000 - -
- 5,000 2, 500 —

1,053 3,000 3,000 PR

Appendix IT through Appendix VII complled from the Report of the Commissioner of

Indian Affaire, 1680-1889.

Domeztic Fowl

1,000

800
2,400
3,000

100
1,000
1,000
1,000

600
1,500
6,000
6,035
5,000

. 5,000

5,000

Frolght
Transport
Money Earn

53;531)%
77,2504
107, 5194
78,6081
B5,457#
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