924 S.26th Ave.,Yakime ,Wesh.,June 15,1960,

mr.Click kelander,
C/o Yakime Papers.

Dear ur.Kelander:~ 1 want to congratulate you on the fine articles vou

have written concerning the early history of Ft.Simcoe. To one like me,
who was employed and lived there,neaerly sixty vears ago, your articles

are very interesting.--The first indisn Agent,with whom I was personal-
ly acquainted there was R.E.L.Newborne,who was succeeded by Jey Lwvnch.

1 was chief clerk under Jey Lynch,2nd cChas.E.Roblin was my sssistant.

1 have often wondered what beceme of him. when I quit, & hMr.Miller,who

was later Pres.of & bank in Toppenish,took my place as chief clerk,and

the last 1 knew of sir.Roblin,he was & Spl.Allotting Agent in the iIndian
Service. He was younger than i,and probebly is still living.

The last of the g?ployes i happen to know about was mrs.James Angles,
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who died in Yakime a—yeSrle¥ fwo efer She was one of the teschers there

[

énd wr.Anglea way the instruetpr in carpentering. All three of us were
employed,prior to thaet,at the ruyallup indien SchooEZat the seame time.
Of course I hed heard much of the earlv history vou have related,
but having been personally well acgueainted with so meény of the o0ld in-
dians you have written sbout,like White Swan, Abe Lincoln, Den'l,.Boome,
the Olney fomily,Ben.Franklinfand numerous others,long since gone to the
"happ# hunting ground"),I enjoy reeding your erticles,~snd as 1 am now
Jogging along on my 90th yeer,i have plenty of time to reesd and for re-
flection. -=-1 think the o0ldest mmm ﬁgite resident i knew wes willieam .
Wright,son of the mr.Wright,who was the teacher at ¥t.S5imcoe,about 1860
and rether Wilbur was the Agent. Wm.N.was bhorn at the Agency,in fect was
the first white boy baby born there,and he lived there until ten vegrs
of age.Most of the rest of his 1ife he 1lived in Ulympia., I wgs first
elected a member of the state legisleture fifty years ago,from Pierce

County (and yeers later,served in both the House snd Senate from Yakime)
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énd 1 lived in one of mr.Wright's hotels seversl sessions of the legis~
lature. We became well ascqueinted &nd good friends. After s lapse of 78
ye&ars,he and & younger brother came to Yekime to visit me,end I took hin
out to rt.Smmcoe,his first visit there since he was 10 veasrs of Pge.
next to the Cormandant's

He went at once to the housejen which he was horn,and said: "Here 1is-
the house in which 1 was horn and lived ten yvears" ,-which haéppened to
be the same house whick was occupied by iir.Roblin end me,when we lived

there &nd boarded& in mess(cooperative boerding house,in which each part-

cipant peid his or her proportion of the cost)). mr.Wright owned three

hotels in ulvmpia. He died & few years ago,without issue.l think one
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gister édqone hrd%her 8t1ll reside in OUlympisa.

1 spent a tot&l of about 12 yeers in the Indian Service;filed on &
homestead in Yakima Co.,shortly after the turn of the century;with Wm.R
Redman,then 1ndisn Service kngineer,pitched our tent &and camped under a
clump of bushes(the only shade we could find)just this side of where tle
big diteh crosses the main highvway,& little heyong where ir.Gage had his

store,now taken over by the nighway Dept.triangle,when the Indiesmns
with their horses and scrapers startc®_to dig the canal. Of those hushe
at least one or two are hig maple trees now. My Jjob there was meking a
pay ro}l for the indian workers.The chaages in the reservation heve heen

marvellous,to s&y the least.
wany of the 0ld lndians were neturelly fine people,but their great

curse has been the white man's whisky.

Yours trul-
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