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edition with early visalia vise

Whether or not the elty of Viaana was nemed
for Nathanlel Vise, as some assert, nor not, as others
with equal fervor aver, the fact bemains that Nathaniel Vise
was an early settler of imporitange and had his part in the
settlement of the towns

Late in 1851, after the massacre by the Indians
of the Woods party, there arrived in the Four Creeks country,
two palrs of hrothers. Nathaniel and Abner Vise and
AA, and C,R. Wingfleld,

The Wngfield brothers, residents of Eariposl,—
remembering the fertile lands through which they had passed
with the Judgins party, r etraced the Fremont trail sfde made
camp first where the trail crossed the Kaweah river at the .
"head of l‘)aop eroel, Later they moved to thesouth alde of
the river to what later.bocm the Goad ranch and c¢laimed all
land south from the river, including the Woods cabin, There
they remained until the arrival of Najor Jemes D. Savago and his
partye '

Just why the Vise brothers came to this section

y ' authority .
is a matter of conjecturees Omne/says that Abnar Vise got
into trouble in lMgriposa and that his brother brought him here
to -put him in hiding in the swamp country of the Four Creeks,

.l:other authority asserts that Nat Vise, a
sportsman, made hunting a businesa for profit, thus gaining
a livelihood, He would take orders for any sort of game
- and oceasionally w andered into the San Jeaquin country for
antelope méat.
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ad one vise
| Arriving in December, 1851, the Vise brothers

built @ log cabin on the north bank of Mill ereek, near an
Indien sweat house celled sa=ha=la, soven mlles from the
W;ng_fiolds-.-.- It is believed the Vises lmew of the whereabouts
of the Wingflelds but that the W ngflelds did not lmow of the
arrival of the Vises,

On the sies of these camps, the two pairs of
brothers built the villagu that later contended for the
honor of becoming the county s eat of Tulare countye

By the apring of 18562, .tha gold exciémment
was dying down in Iﬁa:'-ijpoat county and the section swarmed w iﬁh
mmbers of 1dde polliiciens, gamblers and other frontiersmen
eager for new experiences and powerse Tales of the fertile
Four Creeks country were brought in. The state legislature was
in gession and sn act was passed on April 20, 1852, ereating
T_Ulnrc countye .

Tulare county was formed by the division of large
Meriposa county, more than half of the southern portion being
organized into the new county, including all that area north and
east of the Coast Range mountalns and from the Tehachapi
muntlim on the south to and imluding the Eings river water
shed on the northe. gu name m taken from the Spanlish name for
the region, Los Tularcse

After the organization of the oount'y, Vyse was
said to have been d efeated in an electlon for sheriffs

While the business of formmlating the new government
was procee ing, '_‘ttia;ra, men and their familles, were - '
coming from the north, Nathanlel Vise, enterprising, lﬁﬂ_—.-tioul
and more or less.of a promoter, m succeeded m-incuding
a mumber to settle in the neighborhood of his cabine
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ad two vise

Among those first uottlo-ra, some stopping at
Woodsville and others goming to the Yerritory later to
become Visalla,; were S.C. Brown, A.H. Murray and fam_il_y-,'
three llatthews families, c:'ionel Thomas Iaker and femily,
George F. g:ip, Nethan Diilon, Edgar Reynolds, three Glenm
famllies, Dr, John C,tler, Bob Stevenson and family, O.K. Snith,
Samuel Jennings and J.C. Reed, :

Vise subsequently released tltle to his original
claim, It is asserted by some that he was urged to do so by
the new settlers and others state he offered the land provided
1t should be used® as a new townsilte, It is held by imther
grovp that he released his title on condition that the new
townsite be naned in his honor,

S¢C. Drown is guoted in an old edition of the
Visalla Daily ®imes to the effect that Vise never had e
wife with him in Visalia,

Brown is quoted as followss

"When Wat Vise came here he brought with him &
follow named ¥ Cal O'Neil, who w as dressed in wemen's
clothes to escape detentlon by the officers. O0'Nell was the
son of an early day and widely known sheriff of Stookton,

The son had Jdlled a man and in order 1 elude the posse, he had
been dressed by his friends in mement women's attire and escaped
to San Trancisee, later coming south to the wilderness of

of Woodsvilles It seems probedle that the appearance of Vige
with this 'woman'! gave rise to the bellef now often expressed

that he was merried, O!'Neil later went to C-ont:;l‘i Armierca, joined
in the famouse Walker raid, was shot and killedy
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ad three vise

‘ "yise had the character of a half dozen persons
combined in one, He could preach and play poker with equal
avidity and as & hunter he had few eguals. While Vise
ibdulged his propensity for expounding his religious views but
11ttle in this section, it 1s saild that he could preach a powerful
sermon, one that would not fail to bring tears to the eyes of
his hearers, He, himself, was highly emotional, Agter
services, he would as readily sit down to & poker table, run :
a race, or do any one of a dogen other equally divergent thingse
He was a man of fine physique, robust and powerful,"
: Borwn stated that one -::n-rning early, hearing a
shot in the viecinlty, he went to the acene and there saw Vise
engaged in a hand to hand encounter with a huge bear, Vise had
shot the animal, inflicting only 2 slight wound, and then as the
bear came toward him walking on hind feet with paws extended,
had slipped off his coat, wrapped it sbout his left arm as
a shield, met Bruin balf way and carved hj.m with hia Imifee

"Vise was a most sympathetic man,"” Brown contirmued.
. #8"One rarely ever appealed to him for asslstance in any way that
he did not obtain ity
"He took his departure one day, but returned

about a year later, He remalned but a short time, however,
and after that never romrhedfi’-
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edition rabbit drives

Rebbits drives, of which little 1s known by the present
generation, were conducted frequently 1n the early days in the
fight against these po sts which meaneed many crops in Tulare
county, .

As many as 8000 have been bagged in these slaughters
in vhich many gar-ly residents, now 1171135? took part, The
animals killed, when not too badly magled, were sheipped to the
San Franclisco market; those unmarkatable were calped and the
scalps turned in to the county governmeng which at one time
paid e bou.nty'of.t'o cents & =s scalp, It is said that the rabbit
drive is peoulier only to the San Joaquin valley.

The sountry whoro these drivea oceurred mainly was field
or prairie, without hroes or fences but covered with either alkalai
bush, sage brush, gruaﬁ wood, salt or bunch grass, '

The eounty supervisors, to ohocmrags the drives, provided
about seven miles of wire and lath fenecing, which was set on
the plaind in a "V" shape, with a sizeable round corral at the
comvergins points end at which point also was an uphill chute
covered w ith grass end 1itter, up and over which the"soui'rying
rabbits vouid tumble, to find themselves trappdd, - i

‘Under this ineline entrance to the corral, which was built of
timber, it was not unusual to find from one to half a dozen cayotes
which had been driven in with the rabblits,

In setting the fenee, two sides three miles long were set in
triangular form with two ends coming together at the corral, smnd
the outer ends forming wings three miles apart, marked with t wo
wvhite flags as g;_liidu to to approaching army of drivers starting
back perhaps a mile or more beyond the fence flags.
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ad one rabbit drive :

A drive msmm3Z usually was called to start at 10 o'cloolg. Every-

body would get in line while the band was pleying a quickestep,
About 200 horsemen end vehieles would be abreakt of the 1ine of footmon;
who would number from 300 to 600, The marghals would be on horses
keepingz the lines straight and the gaps closed, Fhose afoot would be ar
with two elubs, pieked espeecially for the purposes In the rear, at a
safe distance would be the shot gun trailers to plek off the rab.its
that might break through, All were imstructed to make a noise and
this was what none could help when the rabbits began to run and the
elubs were flying after them, ’

Experienced huntcrs became ezpert in bringing dom mbbitn_l
with the well balanced eluba, Posalbly a thousand rabbit? would
break through the lines, stme with erippled bodies or legs, while
an equal number would be dead in the pet he !

The excitement increased 'fs the rebbits were seen running up the
chute and Jumping off into space, lending in the center of the
enclosure, The yelling and racket becamé almost deafening hut this
was all sort of a sumer zephyr compared with what followed when the
killers entered the pem,

] Men handled ene another roughly in their eagerness to speed the
slaughter and meny a hunter received a blow intended for a rabbit,

The rabbit generally received the death blow on the top of his head
but sometimes several blows were neeeasary, The gmimals would
ddle near the side of the eorral, making noises like the cry of

ax small ehild and lundreds of them killed themselves by rushing
head=on agsinst the fence, l
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ad two rabbit drive

The killing required sbout half an hour after which the
counting started, The entrance to the corral would be covered two
feet deep with dead nnj.mnln and the slsughter in the pemn would
run into the thousands, from four te six thousand not being
~ unusual eounts,

In the earlier dayas it was impossible to grow trees or vines
without the use of rabbit fenoing, some of whieh still is standing,
Many rencheérs kept gray hounds and it interes ing to see these
dogs on a Imnt, It was diffieult for a single dog to plek _
up a rabbit bescause of the rabbit dodging, stopping and back-tracking,
The doge in the neighborhood would get together early in the morning
without humsn direetion and in e bunch they would start to get theipr
breakfasts, ' '

Reaching the hunting ground, which never was far distmt; the
hounds would seatter in different diredtions until they were somex2ksx
distance epart in a cireular formation, When a rabbit was jimpad; each
dog would erouch down and keep perfestly quiet and some of tljm dogs
would be sure to see the victim ooming his way. These dogs,
instinetively, had a eorrect knowledge of team work and proved
quite a feetor in clearing the platmes of the destructive Jack
sabbiz,

The rabbit drive was e big drawing card for the Traver
celebrations of early desys. One one oseasion, & San Francisco

management ;
packing house/financed en excursion from Cylcago for the benefid of
stockholders end employes in that elty to attend one of the
Traver drivo'l. On that day many of the larger rabbits kill.d
were skinnod cnr.fully and the pelts, ecomplete with heads, ears and
feet were shipped to a San Franciseo taxidermist to be mounted for !
the midwestern tourists to take lome as mementoes~~trophica of the chase,
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ad three rabit drive

There was ummeh>mrik some eritieism in uninformed eireles at
the time that the rabbit drives were brutal 3 even today one ‘
hears those not sequainted with conditions as they then were
express abhorence of the "eruel® slaughter, i ‘

The killing off of the rabbits in the 1880's and 1890's,
however, was abgolutoly neces sary to the later propugation of
trees and vines, one of the greatest regources of wealth in '
the San Joaquin valley and Tulare eounty todaye 2

#



edi\ﬁion mussel slough

The Mussel Slough tragedy which eecurred sbout four and on?-half
miles northwest of Hanford, then in Tulare eounty on May 11, 1880,
stands out as one of the major tragedies in the histery of tho'sounty
and resulted from the comtroveray of the settlers of lussel Slough
and the Southern Pacific company ove:r the benure and price of lands
granted by congress on July 26, 1866, to the rellway compsny to aid
in conat:&_uetion of rni‘i!.mda.

The Southern Faeific, under the act of congress, was granted
the odd ﬁmgborod seotlions of lend, checkerboarded, for 20 mi'.lel on
eash side of the proposed line through the state. In 1867, the
compsny filed waps preparatory to preeeeding with the w ork, but no
sotual construetion wes started wntil the time in which certaln work
had o be completed had almost elapsed,

There hed heen delays end vaceilation on the part of the l#nd
department, the railway companies elaiming i;he grant during the
period intervening between the mekinz of the grant and the time of
actual construetion, with the result that the setilers were not sure
whether they were oceupying rativoad land or land to which they
w ere entitled legally, These rew recidents developed the
distriet into riech mpmxrméx productive agricultural ereas , introduced
an irrigation system and greatly enhsnced the value ol the lands phrough
their own hard worke _

After t he construction of the railroad, the price of land for
the sections cln;.mnd by the mailway cormany was fixed by hired ;
railroad graders, who, in thelp effort to ploase 'thaif employers,
put an excessive vaiuation. In plhmp'loﬁu. prev%oual;v .ismd;
however inviting settlera to locate on the land, a price consistent
with the government price of $2,50 an eere was promised, all building

and other improvements not to bo"-— considered by the land grader, |



ed ome mussel slough

The settlers protested the high rates asked by the railroad
as well as the title to the land of the eompany,

A narrative of ensulng events by J.J. Doyle, one of the _
leading uttleml of the lMussel Slough cc;ntry 1s believed accurate,

The story, as previously published, follows:

"In 1870, I was living on the west side of the San Joaguin
river, In the Rural Pr cms I saw a letter written by.
W.S, Cpatmen, a land lawyer of San Francisco, who claimed a
secilon of land near me whisch was also claimed by the railroad
coupany as being in thyir 10=mile float, _

MIn this letter, Chatmsn stated that as a lawyer he had
invtestigated the metter and found that the. rsilroad had no right
to an aere of this land for the reason that it was a state eorporation -
and was to receive similar lands granted Gto the Atlentie and Pacific
Rallroad compeny, ~ Their charter provided that they should
butld a road rrom the ﬁqr of San If_?‘ranciloo r un-*ﬁ.ing through the
counties of Santa Clars, Monterey, San Iuis Obispe, Tulere , Los
Angeles and Sen Diego, to the town of San Diegu and thence east
to the stete line,

"Chatman showed in his letter that according to the Crant act
they were tb file a map of the proposed route which they had
nolt‘ donee .

~ "Upen investigation, I found that there were 808 554

Spanish land grants between San Francisco and San Diege,
07 course, they would get none of this lend, I also found that the
west 10 ﬁloi of lieu land was nearly a].l in the Paecific ocean,
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ad two mussel slough .

" They knew, hoeever, of the great San Jo‘nq;in valley, in
which the Laguna de Tache was the only land grant, and therefore
had echanged their muﬁl: near Tres Pinos so as to enter the ecenter ;
of the ullw and go over the Tehschapi Pun, a8 the road now TS,

"I came into the Mussel Siough country in 1871 and ‘myself
end brother located on lands bordering the Mussel Slough, As
I beligved Ifrom Chatmen's letter and fram my own investigations
that the railroed had no r ight to a title to these lands, I pebitioned

congrese in the fall of 1874, but getting no immsdiate relief, I

off ered a filing in the Viselia land o fice, Thls was rejected md
I lppeal-o:d my case with 30 @ik others to the Department of %the
Interior,

"AlY told, I appealed nearly all of 300 cases from the
Visalia innd office, Vie were bea ter} in these and I then
took a ei'se through the state coﬁrtn, the Tnited States courts
and to tl}e supreme court, -‘I‘wel'qe separate decisions were
Mnd, no two of which ,_gmo-cf.

"After this, for the purpose of ecting unitedly in our fight
with the railroad, we settlers organized the Seillers L&ng L -agge, :
which at one time attained a wembership of 600, Tn 1875,

I was sent to l‘r‘nshing{;onduhore I remained six zgonths. I got &

bill on the calendar tut, througn mgnipulation, it was defeated,

In 1879, I went to Washingten again, but accomplished nothings

A decislion against us had been handed down by the federal courts snd
the reillroad was eager to dispossess us, but as we were so strong end
well organized, they hesibated to do 50, ‘

more



ed three mussel slough ; , " :

"I sent a resolution to Sacramemto to Governor 'atn.nrord
who was then president of the rosd m,d.,- at his roquest, we eppointed
a commi ttee eomposed of Ma jor MeQuiddy, J.M. Patterson mnd nwulf.
We called on th. gom and persuaded him to visit our cmntry
which he did l'l April, 1880, Ve started then & negotiation for a
settlement of the matter with Governor Stanford and had been
engaged for about a mnnth 1n a discussion of an equitable ‘ :
arrangement when suddenly, without waming and without our kmowledge,
the Unibod Statu marshall appeared, coming for the avowed
purpose of dispossessing same of our men, We were that day to have a
big meeting at Hanford %o listen %o Judge Terry give an .ﬂposi'tim
o._f‘ our rights in the premises, -

The marshal was accompenied by mem named Har ©t (1.D. ),

Clark (W,H.) and Crow (Walter J.), who were all loaded down with
arms, The marshall, prior to serving any pepers, r}eairad to
eonfer with us, which we granted, In the mesntime, a number

of our men, mwore through curloaity then anything else, went over

to the wagon where # Orow ané Hartt were, OF these only two, Harris
(Jemes) and Henderson (J.W,) were armed,

"All at once, during the conference, shooting commenced
wvithout any speeial pmirectt_ien and Harris was killed, Acéerdimg to
the evldence, it appeured that he and Hnrtt had fired aluost
at the ssme time, Harris hit lartt in the groln end he dled within
roﬁr dayse Then Crow shot Harris with a mmber 10 shotgun loaded
with 12 bulleta, He hit him right in the breast,

m ore



ad four mssel slough

"Then he shot {Emwkmmm} Enutson (Inr), who was on
horseback, shot him with 12 bullets and then turned his gum on
Dan Kelly, whose horse, Just as Crow fired, hed become unrly and

whirled around so tmt the charge entered Kelly's side and
pructicnlly blew it orf-, Crow wee out of the wegon at this timo,
the team having previously run away as Hartt was attempting to
get out, Orow and Hartt and Clarl- each had a couple of British
bull dog pistols, a number 10 shotgm end e Winchester rifle of
the largest slze. . p

"After Crow left the wagon, he walked about 40 steps for the
purpose of killing McGregory (Archibzld), who was holding the
marshal's horse, MNcGregory got behing the horse and Crew reached
around in front of the horse and shot him with his plstol meo;
the bullets entering the breast and coming out at the beck,

"This put Hdendersen into 1t, who, seeing lMcGregory
mrd.red'in that wey, rashed rof Crow, They exchanged four shots

and Henderson fell dead, Then Crow left the grant and attempted
to get to hls home which was dlstant about & mile and a half, but
was shot dead on the way, .

"On aceount of this, 17 of us, myself included, were
indicted by _‘r,hg United States grand 'jurx feor resisting the Unit;ad
Stetes marahal, and tried end convictad; I was not within three
miles of it when it hnppe.nad and yet we were convicted and served
eight months in %the San Jose Jail fer resisting the marshal, who, indeed
hed not attempted to exercise any authorlity or the enforcement of any
orders

"A remarkable thing about the fight was that every yan but
one who fired a shet or was strusk by a bullot was killed,

mn ore



ed five mussel slough _

"Tl;;a trouble was simply e legal fight om our part for
our homes, I think and nlyays shall think tm:’c the railroad had
no legal right to the land, but that they sequired their title
while we were fighting

"While we were smerving cur time, a petition of 47,000
names was sent to the president; the states of Californie and
Nevada passed resolutions in ocur favor and thewe mrous other
petitions, TWo me of tliem was listened to aay more than i7
it had been a plece of blank brown paper,

"After we had gerved our tims, the matter dragzed on for
about two years before it was finally settled, In my case, after
being in the contest over nine years, I had to pey the railroad
company {30460 an acre for my land,®

. Others fared little better than Doyle and others fared
worse, 4nd thus ended on ¢f many chapters in the story of the
clashes between the piomsers of this area andtho railroadse
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edition rallroads s '\

kE#X Reliroad con_n._tmiction and i;:rog-cu are
linked closely to the history and progress of ;}a,Tulnr county,
Dyring the days when produce and goods were hqfultd to and
from the Stockton and Lys Angeles markets by bi\’ on the
rates were so high as to be prohibitives g |

There was a peried, too, aftep the rallvoads had
been bullt when the carriers fluctated the:!.i- ui':‘u to
take "1l the traffie will bear® and it wul not w1l
governmental apencies tmxwmm and ypublic
sentiment forced lower rates that the railroads ug\of
great actual benefit R I —— '

The necessity for railroads in the vaiiay
and county was recognized early and a mass meeting was l;ip]_.d
in 1861 in Visalla in front of the court house for the
purpose of considering a proect of aline to San sim-oen.
A comittee consisting of William G. mews Morris, 2"\.\'
A,7, Mitchell, S,VW. Beokham, Thomas Bgker and E. Jacob e
was apoointed to soliclt sub_acriptﬁiom and wiew the propoaodk‘

\
\.

route, |

The propopal was taken Xg up be members of tho"'\..‘
board of supervisors who appointed A,0, Thoms, H, Bostwick U"
and A.J, Atwell tc view the route and estimate costase
Eleven men, including ex=Governor 'ncbfupl went on the
expedition to view the routes, |

On December 10, 1861, a meeting was held in
V,salia to hear the demands of the Central Zasifam Pacific
‘cmﬂpﬂri-‘

more



ad one railroads

The meeting was addressed by J. Ross Brown and ¥i%i
Williem }i, Stewart, Nevada senator. The eounty was asked
to issue 7 per cent 88 20=year bonds as a gift to the
railroad company, at the rate of $6000 a mile for a %total
of $378,000 The road was to cross the county via Visaliam,

a distence of 63 miles, and was agreed the railroad company
would he ksxtm taxed at the rate of $5000 a mile,

Hm&nndi-'n\ was to arrive from San Francisco
in eight hours at a rate of $10 aton as compared to the
haulgng time of 15 days at a cost ofm $60 a ton, There vere,
at this tire, about 3000 tons of freight leaving Visalia
for the north and about coming in anmally, By the
increase in taxation and the reductlon in freight rates, it was
expected the bonds would pay for t hemselves in seven years,

Re solutions approving the project and pledging assistance
in the conatruction of the road were adopted, The
comuittee was composed ofDr. .A. Russell, A.J. Atwell,
B,G, Parker, Hugh Hamilton, 7.J. Shackelford, I.,W, Blake,
- Y,3., Stokes, A.H, Murray, Tipton Lindsey and J,B. Hockett,

The public favored issuance of the bonds and the
leglslature ap roved a messure authoriging T,lare and other
countles to issue securities but the bill was vetoed by
Governor Hel ght,



ad two railroads

Visallans remained confident that the road
would pass through Xkzskix the town and many predictions
we reo made thm$ of the great prosmrify that would
resulte Property prices soared and &t was therefore a
erushing ditappoin‘_!sment_ when the survey of 1870 was made, which
passed through T:lare county about eizht miles west of Visalia,

A new effort was made to mdue-c the railread
to pass through Visalia in February, 1872, whms shortly after
the road hed reached lNerceds A meeting was held and a
committee consisting of Tipton Lindsey, R.E. Hyde, Elias Jacob
and T,LeB. Gocdman was named to obtain the rights of way to
the route through Visalla, These rights of way were obtained
speedlly and the committee went to Sacramento where the
‘members were told to walit the sction of Englneer HMontagues

On a visit to Sacramento in the following |
April at which members of the coumittee were prepared to offer a
large borus, they were informed by G,vernor s;,unfonl that he
could conceive of no inducement that lay in their power to
bring about a change in the route, T-h:‘l_.n was by reason of the
fact that the railroad was entitled by act of congress to the
alternate sections of unoccupled land Yying on each side of the
right of waye Spould the roﬁte be changed to pass through
Visalia, in which neighborhood neerly all the lands were
deoded possession, the railroad would be forced to relingish
this lmmense domain, |

Hyde and Jecob, attending the conference telegraphe:
the following meszage to Visalia: Ephesians, chepter two, verse
twelve," .
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ad three railroads

Reference to this diselosed: "Cut off frem the
Commonwealth of Iasrael."

Visalisns called a mass meeting m for
May 11, 1872, to take measures of last resort, A this
gathering, Tipton I.imay presided and 8.C, Brown intm-
duced the following resolution which was adopteds

"Resolved, that it is for the best interests of th
'people.of Visakla to teke steps looking to the construction |
of & branch railroad leading from the town to the main
trunk of the San Joagquin vallny'ruilmd at the nat:;ant
point to this towng"

This resolution really was the inception of the
Visalle and Goshen railroed for which a rticles of
incorporation were flled on May 19, 1874, The directors were
R.E, Hyde, 8.A. Sheppard, E,-Jacob, S.C. Brown, Tipton , ndley,
J I:m CYtler end Solomon Sweet, _

The line was completed and put into operation
the following August during grest rajoic‘ing in Visalia,

‘The first depot of this road was in the western part of

town end horse drawn hacks were used to convey passengers

to and from points in the town but subsequently the depot was
moved to the present site of the 8 wthern Pacific railroads
Upon completion of the San .Joaquin Valley railroad, now the
Santa Fe, the Goshen=Visalia line was sold to the ﬂouttmjm

- Pgeifie. The latter concern then extended the line from
Visalia to Exeter, making through traffic in 1898,

Local capltal was used in the conmstruction of
the Visalia dn i"u}..are railroad in 1888 The line cost
$130,000 but never proved profitable and after the coming
of the Sante Fe in 1897 its usefulness had ended and in 1898

tha ralline atnalr and nella mama «ald and Sla awioa e
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The Scuthern Paciflic, mumsxs successor to the
Central Pacific in the San Joaq in valley, on Decamber 5,
1887, started construction of what was lmown as the East
S8ide line. This road was kgu¥ routed east frem F,esno to
Sen ger, then southeasterly through Dinubs, Lindsay,
and Torterville and connected with the maln line at Famose,
The line, about 104 miles in length, was completed in Ipvember,
1888, _

In 1895, when the San Franclisco and 8gn Joaguin
Valley reilvead was organized and tre projest of tuilding & itne
from the northerm city to Bskersfield was set forth, Visalians
determined to get on the routes

_ Y gathering was held at the old engine house, presel

slte of the ecity hell, and S, Mitchell, Harry Levinson and
Williem H, Hammond were mamed on a committee of finances and
depot site and Ben M. Maddox was nared a committee of ene to
obtain richts of way/ ‘Tulro city undertook to assist and
agreed to ohtein rights of way from apoint midway between
Vi1salla and Tulare south to the county line,

About $12,000 was raised in Visalia and, after
a year of activity, all rights of weay were obiained,
Cfmtruétioh was started in 1896 and on Admissilon Day,
September 9, 1897, the line was completed to Visalia and
a monster mdemam e.a‘itehra-tion was held, Exsursion trains brought
more then persons from Fresno, lla ford and other polnts, ’
Others came from other fwms towns and remote pointa in the countye

more



ad five railroads

On that same day, the first S uthern Pseific
sgent arrived in Visalla, The Visalla=Goshen line & short
time before had heen bought by the S uthern Pacifie and with
complation of the competing railroad, the a;uthem Pagifie
made efforts, through lmprovements in service and eq‘u.s.p;nnt,
~to retain a share of its pltromg's-._ 4 short time later, the
sYuthern Pgeific: expressed & desire to extend its road te
Ixeter tc comnect with the branch line. George VW, 'l:ewart
and John F, Jordan were appointed by the Visalia Board of
Tpade to assist and soon cbiailned all rights of way and the
road was constructed the next year,

The V-iley line soon passed into the hands of the
Santa Fee |

C nstruction of the Visalla Electric railroad was

started in 1906 A za@p corporation with Mr, ot

ssett at the head
wvas organlzed to bulld and operate an =E clectric line from

V oalia to Lomon c;va,_ by way of Exoters Traoks of the
8 uthern Psoific between Visalia and Exeter were used,
From Exeter, the line was m: wieit extended alon; the
foothills through the citrus section and reached Lemon Céve
in 1907, The road later was extended up the river to the
property of the Ohlc Lemon companye ILeaving the mein line

g short distance northesst of Lemon Cove, a bransh was

constructed crossing the K.weah river near lMecKay point and
thence extending westerly to Redbanks, with a spur ruuning

north to Woodlake, Erixraf ik ' pR used
only for

s line ik

for handling freights
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ad six railroads

A company was organized in 1909 for the purpose
of building a railroad from Tulare city to the town of
- Springville, by way of Woodvilie and FPortervilie,

F,U. Nofziger was president of the concern and Holley and
Holley of Visalia were engineeps,

Reslidents along the line were anxiocus for
such a road and richts of way were obtained easily., Work
quickly was started on that portion of the project between
Porterville and Soringville, called the Porterville North
Eastern rond, On September 9, 1911, residents of Springville
celebrated completion of the linee The road later was
absorbed by the S uthern Pacific and in 1035, the latter
compaly abandoned the three-mile stretch from Globe to
Springville but eontinues to operate from [I,rterville to
Globee
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