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Columbia Jail, S.C. January 20,1862

General Huger: Commanding Confederate Forces, Norfolk, Va

Dear Sir:

I have just received a note from my wife which greatly
increa es my anxiety for an immediate exchange. I have received an
appointment fo the presidency of a colleze in Ore gon which I propose
to accept. T wish to make arrangements for asearly rem vial thither as
possible.

Cen you do anything toward obtaining my release. If you are uijable
to do anvthing yairself will mm you please communicate thefacts to
the authorties at Richland and likewise at Nasht1gton? Capéain St sex
Shiver will add a note to this upon the same subject. Hoping for
a favorable and spe edy issue of the matter, I am tc.

Geo. W. Dodge, “haplain, Eleventh
Rggiment, New York Volunteers
Jan. 27,1862
Respectfully referred to Major General Wool who has been previously
informed that the Government of the “onfederate States is ready to
exchange prisoners on the usual terms of civilized nations
Benj. Huger,

ma jor-general, commanding,
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Columbia Jail S.Cc. Feb, 6,1862

Hon E11jah “Yard;

My Pear Sir: Having been a prisoner of wer nearly seven months I have
thought proper to address you on behalf of my fellow prisoners and
mvself..

Until recently the field officers particularly were confined in the
condemned cells at fhaxksk Charleston jall. In the way of comfort the
Tombs in New vork are a palace compared to them; our fare coarse but
good.

We have been thus confined on account of the privateers in rdad@ddddd
retaliation for the treatment ther experienoced at the hamds of our
government, Now 1 have nothing to ssy in regard to their reputation
or donducts but this I will say i1s the first case of the kind where
olonels, lieutenant colonels and majors have bern held for common seamen,

‘here are a number o f New York “ity officers...is for the field
of ficers who are at 'present confined with me, viz Col. Michael Corcoran,
New York City; “olonel “oodruff, “entucky, Lieutenant Yol. Neff, “Yol,

0.B. Wilcox, Michigan and myself, halling from —ew York and “alifom ia-

we neither expect an exchange or release from ourpresent most
unpleasart position until the pri ateers are placed in same relation
as other prisoners of war,

1f the Government intends to hang them (the pri ateers) you will
oblige by ascertalni g about the time this happey event for us 1s to
take place, for in that case we can look foward to s omething definite
and besides I require a short time for -~reparatim.

P.5. Anything would be preferable to this most Intolerable suspense

which we have been 1. for the last four months. ...James p. potter

Major, Thirty-Eighth Y“ew York
a%olunteers. 2
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Lafayette, “ebrusry 6,1862

Fort
gon Willism g, Seward, secretary of State?
" Dear Sir: I was captured on the privateer , Petrel, and belng a native
of "estern Maryland I do not desire to again go South on any condition
and am willing to take the oath of alleglance In order to be released.

I was In “harleston, “.C. when the war commenced and wes cut of f from
all communication with my fr;ends in Maryland, snd the consequence was

I had to do something for a living and Joined the Petrel, for if I

had even so much as spoken infavor of the ynited States Govemment I
would have been tarred andfeathered and cast into prison andotherwise
treated badly, as the feelings in the south at the time was very
strongagalnst ynion Men.

My uUncle, Col. Thomas Hammond 1is a member of the pmaryland
Legislature at present and ex-Governor Thomas, now & member of Consress
from the Sixth pistrict of pmaryland is also previously acquainted with
Colonel Hammond,

There are alsothr e others here who desire to take the oath, and
request me whilst writing to you to also mention theilr names,
Richard Lewls, a native bdf New York, and Thomas A.@rookhanks, a native
of philadelph!a. fhey are both from the Petrel and joinsd through
motives similar to myself, ‘he other is ‘homas Quigley of the Jeff

Davis, who was previously on board her, ....Q.H. Marriott
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New York, ‘ebruary 26, 1862
Hon E,M. S tanton, Secretary of Jar: Sirt Having just returned from the
South where L was for more than three months a orisoner of war, + deem
It my duty to inform you how (p 324) I and other prisoners similarly
situated were t reated during the term of our im risonment.
I left New York on the 24h October in command of the steamer Osceola,
a transnort belonging to:-the Sherman edpedition. The stesmer founder d
in the gale of November 2, |
With the Erew I landed in t wo boats &t Georgetown, S.C. We were taken
risoners on landing by c‘etptaftn Godbold of the South Carolina troops.
Afterr emainlng two days on North I3land I was transferred to Charleston
and my men to the Msrion Court House jall. While in the “harleston guard
house I had good quarters and could get anything the I ordered.
The commandl-g officer was brutal in his treatment; the others were
ki d and gentlemanly,
<= waS'tfansferred to the jail about the 27th V¥owember and put
in a room with three Federal officers ., The others whobelonged to our
mess, Coldnels ¥illcox, “oodruff, Neff and Ma:op Potter, were kept
In thir cells (the condemned) in the tower. Our farm consisted of
half a pound of meat (bone included) and three biscuits dally; two
ounces of coffee for five days and other small stores in proportion; the
fuel was altogether insuffick nt to cook our provis ions, being one
small stick- of yellow pine for two daysfor the whole mess. Those of us
who were not in the condmmed cells had the run of the yard from 9 a.m m,
to 4 p.m.; those of our number who were In the condemmed cells had

not the use of halls, nor were the rest f us allow d to go to visit

the touwer,



When the fire occurred in “harleston we w re lockedin our cells
and remained wunvisted a nd withouﬁ food until 5 o'clock of the next
day.. “e all sufferedfrom the smoke and confinement. It w-as so
light during the night that notwithstanding the smoke <4 could read
fine print.

in cells next toours were confined five ml;rderers, condemned. 1‘hey
were offered their liberty 1f they would join the Southern army but they‘
refused, ‘Our treatment was se-ere and when we were ordered to be
transferred to ~“olumbia we were tolMd to expect still worse fare and greater
privations. 51;1: In this we were haprily diseppointed,

We reached Qo umbia on the 1lst of Yanuary and at once marched to the
jall of tha town. It 1s an ordinary brick building, thre e stories in
height and twenty by forty feet. Yheouter windows are well barred
and secured. “he ‘yard in the rear, surrounded by a fence twenty feet
high, 1s twenty by fifty feet. Confined in this bullding were including
myself 310 Northern citizens, Thirty two of our number, ranking as
of f1 ers had the lower “loor and occupied its six rooms, the remaini g
278 of our number occupied the other two stories less two small rooms
devoted to otherpurp ses. Lxtreme ventilation was necessary for
comfort., Our rations of meat and bread were double what they had been
at Charleston but we had no coffee or vegetables. Our treatment was
good and the offices were kind and gentlemanly. 'h ile there
’fSOO was sent me from Yew Orleans by a friend and ‘:500 from “ewYork.

Yf these sums I was &l lowed té receive “'*100.

Among our prisoners was Cap' ain Nichols of the brig E.K. Eaton
who was taken prisoner bny the rivateer Sallie which i1t is well known
had no commission. Vartain Nichols had been very badly treated, being

kept on low rations, being furni shed wilth brcad done w hich he was
expeéted to trade off forbull beef,



He intrusted his sextant with an officer nami McDowell who was at times

in charge of the jall, which he was to sell. He did so and never

ptumed the proce-ds to Yaptain Nichols. The same dishonest prectice

was exercised upon “olonel Corcoran as regard to a watch he wished

to dispose of for the benefit of himelf and his fellow prisoners.
Lieutenant Demps ey of the Sixty ninth New York Yolunteers was also

the victim of their special ire on account cf a letter which he managed

to send ont of the prison" through the underground."....

they are especially afraid of.Colonel Corcoran on*account of his
inflwnce among the Irish. It was the impression of the South
Carolinians whom we saw and +rish So diers whostood guard over us sald
"that corcoran could rally the Irish of charleston to fight with him
under the old flag."
none
...T left 307 in the jail at Columbia and m@De of the nanmgs
of my fellowprisoners have appeared in the last two lists of
returned federal soldiers....

J.T. Morrill, TLate Master of

Steamer (Osceola
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War Department, '-'ashington D:C. Anril 5,1862

Ordered: That waj. Gen. Jon A, Dix, commanding at “altimore, be
and he 18 euthorized and empoweredat his discretion--

1-to assume a-d exercise control over the police of the city of
“altimore ; to supersede and remove the civil po. ice or any part
therefore and establish a military police in said city.

2-““0 arrest and imprison disloyal pe.i*sons, declare martial
law and suspend the writ of habeas corpus in the clty of Baltimore' or
any part of his command, and to exercise and pérform gl 1 military power,
Pop0 functlon and authority &hat mdg he may deem proper for the
safety of his .comvand or to seocurc obedience and respect to the
avthority and Government of the United “ta‘es.

“y order of the President

Edwin M, Stanton, secretary of War,
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“eadquarters District of Central Missouri
Jeffersor City wmo, April 13,1862,
Lhomas “tone, Tsq. JeffersonI01ty Mo.
b-:‘Lr: The provost marshal has been authorized to release you from
arrest,
You are cautioned fhet entertalning rebels is punishable by
death by the la ws of war, andthat anything of that sort which may be
hereafter found as being committeed willbe cause for arrest andtrial.
‘he law makes no distinction of sex in these metters and
accordingly both seres are cautioned to condict themselves with
circumspection in such matters .
James Totten

Briqadier-General, “ommandin -+ district,
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1...the entire cemp (Morton) will be divided nto thirty divisions,
each under charge of a chic f sels cted by the companies composing the
division from asmong the first sergeants of companies.

At the burle call for first.sergeants they will report themselves at
headquarters,

Lhese chiefs of divis ons will draw up the provision returns for their
divisions, care forand be resp nsible for the general ap-e arance
police and welfare of their divisions.

The first fifteen will constitute a board o f appesl for hearing of
grieviances, séttlement andprnishment of misdemeanors, subject to the
approval of the comnander of the post . *he oéher fif teen will form
a like court for the remaining fifteeﬁ divisions.

3-*mong crimes snd misdemeanors agalnst which first sergeants are
expected to guard and which they will punish on d etection are
counterfeiting the comrandandtt is N doctor's ad utant!s or chaplain's
hands for requisitions, makingg improper usse of proemises, refuslng to
teke a reasonable share in the details according to t he roster,
selling to the sutler any articles issued to them as clothing,
aprroprist ing things belonging to others or insulting sentinels,

The prismers' returns wil be handecd in for approval at 10 a.m.
esch alternate day previous to the one on which the issue is meade.

fhe jssue of tobacco and stationery Will'be made on “ednesdays and
Saturdays at 2 p.m. by the chaplain, as well as the distribution of
the readinz matter, Letterms will begiven out between 2 and 3 p m and
majiled betwe n 3 and 4 p.m. .

5-+a1ly inspections will bemade by the commandant or officer of the day

to see that the prlicing i80 so essential to health has baen thoroughly
performed. :



the inside chain of soldiers, except a smsll patrol with sldesrms,
will be removed and the quiet and good or er of the cemp &s well as the
polici g forhealth and comfort for construction of new sinks when
necessary and the daily throwing In of lime and mold to prevent bad
odors will be entirely under the supervision of the sergeants of
prisoners.

Vgssels for the washing of clothes and ropes for clotheslines will
be furnished md no bed or other clothing will be put on roof tops
or on fences. |

Prisoners will ®e carefully =mx% avoid 1ntérruptino; sentinels in the
discher geof their duty, and especlally will not curse them, use
sbusive language or climb onto fencesor trees, as the sentinels are
ordered to fire if such sn offense occurs after three positivé and
distinct orders to desist, even indavtime.At ntght only one werning
will be given to any one climing on the fence tops.

A prisoner's fund will be created by the deduction as heretofore
of small aounts from the rations of beef, brea'd, beans etc. a
sched le of which will be ~laced at the commissary department. This
fund will be used for the purchase of tobacco , s tationery,stamps .
and such other articles as the chiefs of divis ons may report and
which shoul be drawon on requisitions handedin bv fipst sergeants
betwsen 9 and 10 am.m.

Every @60 ende vor will be made by the commandant té give each
and every prisoner asmuch liberty and comfort as 1s ons istent with
orders receiy d and with an equal distribution of the means at disp sal

provided such indulgence never leads to any abuse of priwllege.

(Camp Morton, Indianapolis) April 18,1862,
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Sandwich, June 6,1862, “ames Uordon Bennett, esq. New York Uity

sir: ‘he contents of this letter I wish you would forward to the
Secre tary of dapr if you think best, :h

Yhere is a scheme on foot here and on the otherside of the river
between some Southern sympathizers and Marylanders to liberate
the rebel prisoers on Johnson's Island, fhey have agrecd upon a plan
at last. Their first plan was to charter a steamccraft and the boat was
actually fitted up for k& the purpose as far as runqiné was concerned,
she not having been in comnission for some years. ‘his plan, was ,
however abandoned on account of its being necessary to let the crew'
in the secret and for the la rge ~xpense the loss of t he boat would entaill
upon the party besides implicating the owner. Attention would be .
drawn more to a steamer entering the bay then a sall vessel etc.

rbeir plan now is to purchase an old sail vessel which one of their
party is to own and which he i1s to say wes stolen. Lhis vessel is to
be placed at some point in or near the River Detroit, %

One of the perty disguised is to engage a powerful tug to go for
this vessel so as to arrive alongside after dark when a party from
the vesselare to board the tug, meke prisoners of the crew, take 5
charge, tow the vessel to Sendusky Bay, surpr ise the guard, liberate
the prisoners who are to be informed beforehand if possible, place them
on the vessel, t ow her to Canada where they will be landed.
" The vessel will then be set adrift
the tug's cr w liberated and the tug-given up tothem again. fhis
plan will be carried out as soon as things can be gotten in
readiness. “Yanadian
N.B. For strong prurential reasons T must use a nom de plume. I will

however call =t the Herald office in autumn whern my businesswill
take me to New Vork. “his w 11 be mailed at Detroit or Niagra talls.
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Washington City, D.C. , October 14,1864 “ol. W. Hoffman,
comrissery-zeneral of prisoners. Sir : Thc Secretary of "ar dircts that
you open a telegraphic communication with #ajor-feneral Dix on the subjdct
and if port ¥arren in Bostkn Harbor 1s avallable forthe confinement of the
rebel general officers now confined at Johnson's Island, you are
instructed to‘remova them from the latter to the former place, taking
xpeE especlal care that they do not escape,

*ery ﬁesp:ctfully, your obedlent

servant, , E.A. Hitchdock , Major-General of volunteers.
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Guartermaster —&eneral's Orfice, "anhirgfon,July 12,1861
Hon. ®imon Cameron, Secretary of Jar: '

Sir: As in the confl’'ct now comrenced it is to he expectea th t the
United btates will have to take care of larpe numbers of risoners of
war L respectfﬁlly call to your attention *o the ﬁfopriety of mking some
arrangements in time,

At present persons arrested on suspicion of disloyalty are kept in
in the common jail et Washington. I am endcevoring to procure some
b 11ding here more suitable forthelir temporary safe-keeping. irisoners
of war are entit led to ~roper accomiod:tions to courteous and respectful
treatment, to one.ration a day and to onsiderstion sccording to rank,
Heretofore when the government has had nriscners to care for a
com isgsary of‘prisoners has been appointed . Hs keeps the nuster 1ist of
prisioners, negot:ates exchanges according to the cartel, sends funds to
the commissary of the caemy for use of our Trisnds in their power, and
should be an sccomplished gentleman, as his of "'ce %8 of high power and
im ortance,
Ceneral John sason of Vir ginla, father of the ex-Un'ted~ tates Senator
" was comni sary of prisoners for the United ®tates during the lastyvar. Mr
Barclaﬁ s father of hr, Harry Barclay, end the ?rftfsb consul at lew
York was the Tritish comn 3sary of prlscners,

‘he provost-maershal 1s the chief superinte~dent kerper of wrisoners,
but i rank and position the comuissary of prisoners is much higher than
the provost marshal, Large sums of momey may pass through the lLiands of
the om issary of prisoners. *he negotiationof evchange of prisoners is
Important. A lieutenant-colonel has been<axchangad fof a captaln and ten
privates ; a general for aocerteinn umber of other officers. Knowl edge

of military law and custom 1s needed in order not to o fend by errors

of ignorance in treating these delicate quest ions,
r .



I rspectfully recom:end the some person be designsted as conm issl onary
of prisoners, and char-ed with the cere of the o isoners now in our
hands and preparatiows for thosellkely to fall into our possession,

I also recomnend Ehﬂt one of the islands off “andusky , knomn as the
Put-in-éay Islands cof Lake Lrie, be ronted as a depot and place of
confinement Bor srisones of war, frrangeme~taz shoild be at once
made for thelr accommodat on to avoi' gre t embarrassment wien they
begin to come 1 .

I rerain sir,very resnectfully, -your obedient servant

M,0, HMeigs,qu rterrnaster general

(Preliminary to Johnson's 1sland)
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Prisoners: (Tegram)
Wapr of the Rebellion Series II, Vol. III. Prisoners of War (shaken bnok)
“overly, Va. July 13,1861 Lol E,D, Townsend: ‘

Have rece;vedfrom egram proposition for surrender with his officers
anéd remnant of his command, s y 600 men. iave ;ccepted surrender
agreeing to treat tliega with the kindness due prisoners of war, but
atating ths iﬁ was not in my power to r lieve them from any liability
incurred by taking arms against the United States. They sre said to be
extremelv penitent and deter ned never agsain to take arms against
the Goneral Gpvernment. £ shall haté ner ly 900 orl,000 prisoners to

—

take care of vhen Tezram comesin,.

The q“ostion'is an embarraés;ng one. rlesen give me immediate
instructions by tel sraph as to the disp sition to be macde of officers

and men tcken -risoners of war., ] recommend that course as many

instances calculated to preduce sn exce lent effect upon the celuded nasses
of the rebels, fhe latest accounts make the 1 oss of the rebels in

killed some 150,

G,B.McClellan, major-genersi, U.S. Army
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washington, July T4,1861

“g jor General ic“lellan, U.“.A.rmy,-feverly Va,
You huve the ap lause o gl 1 vho are high in authority here.
“1schﬂrge all ~our prlsonsers of wear under thegrade of commiscioned
of "icers who shall willingly take and subscribe a general oath in these
‘tefims *

" I sweer (or affimm) thet | will not take up arws agai-st the United
Stetes or serve in any mliitary capscity wratso: er agal st them until
refu.arly ﬁi.ch rged according to the usares of war ™ rom this oblige tion."

As to officers among your priéoners 1@ rait all-te return to their
homes =t o wil ingly sign a8 writtea general ra role in these worda:

"e and esch of us for himself severally pledge our words of honor as
officeras and gentlemen th4 we will not agaln taka.up arms &geinst the
United States norv serve in any militsry cspscity whatsoever against
them untili regulerly discha ged eccording teo the usegzes of wer from
this obli¢stion,”

Bt you w 11 except from this rrivilege all officers among your
orismers w«ho have recently been officera of the U.S. Army or Vavy
and who may h-ve reason to believe left either with the intent of
bearing arms ajalnst the United Mta teé. The captured officers 'of

this description you wl 11 send to Fort mcHenry.

Winfield “cott.
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Qnartermrster-ganeral'a of fice, "ashington, Yctober 35,1861
Hon. Simon Yameron, sscfetary of war: Sir: T hy!e‘to acknowledge the
tnetru tions of the “epartment to ureﬁare a rrojact for estublishing
a depot of prisoners upon ©ne ofthe islands ot the west end of Lake ?rie
and having consulted with yourself and the adjutant-general I
respectfully recommend thet Llieut. Col. "ilitam Hoffman, of tihe Ejghth
Infantry , s officer of rank =né experience whose misfortune in h:§1ng
been placed in prrole renders 1t impossible for him to take the field,
he ap-oint:d com ssary of priscners eand ch:arged with the details
necessary for sstsblishing the depot.

it will te necessary for the commissary of prisoners to visit the
jslands and guiarters , and to ascertain whether sy 6f them of suitsble
gize ancd location can be obtained on reasonable terms, 4if disapnecinted
11 this he shoild examine some other site, m rhans "ladison Berracks, the

barrc-ks new ywuffalo, and othor points.

A guerd which csn perhaps be detached from the troops on iarole
with rroper officers and m a sistant cuartermester crn be detalled
after he site ‘c fixed on defin tely. L am eilc,

M, C. Meigs, quartermaster-general.
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Quartermaster General's Office , “ashington, Yct. 7,1861
Lieuts Col. "il iam Hoffman, —ighth Infantry, Yew York,
l'5010m-31: Yavinpg-broen spnointed (Sneciel Orders Mo, 284, Oct. 23, p 121)
com i3sipmy of nrisoneryd and heaving reported to this oﬁfics for instruoct'!ons
by ord-r of the ® ecretary of “ar L have the honor to rejuest you Lo
'roceed to the group of islands known as the Put-in-Bay , and “elley's
lsland; of © Bandusky, in Lake Erie, and to exaiine them with refemnce
to the le:ze of the'ground upon eome of tiem for a depot for pr .sonom
of har. You wil' report which of the islands affords oan the whole the
greatsst adventare forthe location of such a depot, the price =: which
a snitable tract of land cen be leased during the war and such other
mattera as may be of imoortance. Should other locelities inthat vicinity
apvesr to vou to be better i ted fér the purpose —ou are authorized
to vis't t hem slso, |
You #ill comrlete thisdity as soon as practiceble , /md retirning
to thés ecity rop 7t in writing the result cfrour exanination, wring
e renort, alsc upon the steps neeessary to estzblish a depot and
vrepare it for the receptionad safedeteation of prisoners, “he locality
selec ted should-ot be in s higher latitude than th# of the west end
of Lake Erie In orcer to av-id too rigorous a gkakx climste,

M,2., weigs, ouartermaster- general .





