Wash'ton Suptey. Colville. o1l Wo. 20
Central District Washington
Territory. darch 31, 1855. Superintendent of Indian Affairs
Sips
I have the honor to submit the following report for the month
endiag March 31, 1855, I have not ben asble to visit any of the Indian
tribes in the centrsl district, only the “alla “alls tribe. rhe Indiens
are all peasiasble and every thing is quiet at present as far as 1
can hear,
I remain
Your obedient servant
A+«J, Bolon
Sub Agent, “entral District, “ashington

Territory.



"aghtton Syptey. Colville. Foll FNo, 20
Walla Walla Valley
April 30th, 1855
Syperintendent of Indian Affairs
S8ir: I have the honor to submit the following report for the wmonth
ending April 30, 1855.

I nave been engaged during the month in arrsnging gpatters
relative to trestys under Mr. J, Doty. Nothing of importance has
transpired during the month. The Indiané are friendly in general,
I have the "~nor to remain , your most obedient servant

A.J, Bolon, Sub Agent, Central Pistriect,

Wasin-ton Lerritory.

i
o



{
Washtn. ~uptch. “Yolville. “o0ll No. 20

Head <uarters %ort Hicks
June 8, 1856
CGov. I.I. Stevens
Com. in chief W.',
Sir
1 will probebly be delayed a few days in

consequence of the streams being swollen so that I may have
ferry them,

L & tO

+ will how ver move on as rapldly as possibly,.

Yours very respectfully

B.w, Siaw

& 850084+ -: 009 mpoan W.T.(SCI’QWI)

P.5. If you can send me an .... L need one for our

menthats goinzg with me,



ugsh'tn Txxxiknx;x auptcy. :olville. Bo11 No. 20

June 20th, 1857 , Ponderay river
Mr, Yantis, honorrdvsir: I am sorry to have to inform you t hat mEX we
the miners of Ponderray gold mines will have to abandon the mines if
there 1s not a stop of intoxicating liquor being brought to the mines,
“e have learned that you have been apprinted Indlan agent for this
post of Washlngton territory aend we sare exceedingly glad to hear that
you had got the agency for some of us are versonaly acqualnted with you
and we know that you are an honoreble man and we “now tha you have
the power to protect all peaceable and lw abiding cltizens of the
Uhited States within the boundary of an Indian territory. Vheas [sic]
you reside when we engsged in honorable occupations. %e hope that you
will give us protection i1f you do not, we willd have to apply to the
head quarters of the territory and if we do not get protection from
these we will have to abandon the mines and the Indian country or take
up arme in our defence and this we do not wish to do.
Respectfuly your obident svd.
I em a lover of good order and lsw
A miner of the

Ponderray River.



Wash'tn Suptey. Colville. Ecll No. 20
Head “uarters Yort folville W.T.
Nevember 30, 1861

B.,F., Kendall, Fsq.

Supt. Indian &#ffairs for “ash. Terry. Oy1ympia W.T,

Sir:
I relived ldajor P, Lyge~beel, U.S.A 4a comnand of thds post
on 18th inst, Thedeparture of Major Lugesbeel leaves this country
withoat an Indian agent and as there are various ressons why that agency
and the military authority should be united I take the liberty of
sug-esting that L receive a special agency from you.
The Indians about here are numerous and pe ceably disposed.
I have made issue of provisions tn some of thes, most needy, and
expect to be called dn for more.
Should you see fit to forward me an appointment, pleace send it
at sgme time some office revulations with such other informstion
as wlll be useful for my guidance.
I am , etc.
James F, Curtis
Major 2nd “nfry. “al [sic[ vols

commdy. Dost.



Wash'tn buptcy. Colville. Roll No, 20
Head Quarters Fort Colville, w.T.

4nr11 10, 1862
Sirs
On the 5th inst. I had the honor to receive a letter from Bep,
hendell, esq. Supt. fndlen affairs of date, Yec. 23, 1861.
$ndien

I have now to report thet the various tribes of this vicinity are quiet
during the passed month some miners upon the Columbia at its
junction with the Pend d'Orlelle barely escaped hostilities with e
tribe who ranges thereabouts. I succeeded in quietins matters before
they had proceeded too far,

I also beg leave to report thet a distillery for the manufacture
of whiskey has been recently storted into operstion in the immedliste
vicinity of the military reserve and thst the vile liquor manufactured
there is obtairne’ "y the Indians and wi1ll soon produce serious
trouble. I respectfully ask some instructions or authority from the
*ndian Dept, to abate this ~uisance end to close the estsblishment.

Since the departure of Major P, Lugenbeel, spl. {ndien arent and
whom I relieved in command of this post, Geor'te Montour has been
employed as Indlan iInterpreter and has for yecars previous held the
same position--with a salary of fifty dollars p. mo. upon the Indien
Yept. L beg to say that he is entitled to have the seme pay continued
& respcectfully refer his case to you. He has rec. no pay since
Bovember last,

I em sir, very respectfully,
Your Obt. Svt,
James F. Curtis, major 2nd InfCvol.[sic]
comdy post.
To Supt. Indilan #ffairs,

Washington *erritory, Olympia, W,T,



Wash'tn Syptcy. Folville. Roll No. 20
Head “uarters Fort Colville, W.T,
Aprid 25, 1862

Sir:

Referring to my letter of 10 inst. I have the honor to inform
you that the distillery therein mentioned had become an intaderable
nuisance to the country and was leading to collisions between whites
and Indiens. I hay ¢ therefore destroyed all &xk¥x their stock of
whiskey (less than 100 gallons) and have removed the mschinery so
that no more can be manufactured,

Trustine this course may receive your sanction and approval

I am sir
Very Respfctfully, your obt. svt.
James . Qurtis,
M a jor 2nd Infy.
Comdy post/
Supt. Indian Affairs for “ashington Lerritory.



Wash'tn Suptcy. Roll No., 20 Hegd “uarters Fort Colville W.T.
June 30, 1882
Sips
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your favor 2 inst. “ithin
a few days I expect to be relieved from the comnand of this post by
Mg jor Fumly (%) and two compsnies of W,T, vols. and shall t hen
proceed to California =& via Fort Vancouver.
I shall leave the Indians of this country from the northern
boundary line to Spake river and between the focky Mts. and the
Cascades in a quiet and contented condition. Meny of them express
a desire to ses their new superintendent and to have a talk.
By a comwunication rec. from your predecessor, BeF, K'ndsll, supt.
I was requested to give my personal attention to any matters here
pertaining to your department which I have carefully done for the
passed eight months, and the Indiam Dept. has been at no expense that
I am aware of exceptine the salary of an Interpreter (Geo. lontour )
[(later letters conform to one spelling end very clcarly, Montour , in
contrast to former rather difficult to transcribe writing]
Since the departure of %a jor Lugenbeel, U.S<A, in Yov. last
on varlous occasions it has been policy to make trifling presents to
visitins Indians beyond the 1ssues of flour and beef which I sm
allowcd &8s commdy officer to issue from my com-issary stores; as no
fund existed to mect these demands, I have advanced it myself--the
total amount thus disbursed is about three hundred dollars (3003
I cannot perhaps properly meke any claim upon your Dept. for my
services mandered but the trouble that I have been at since 17 Yov,
last hes not been inconsider ble and the dutles not unimportant. I
believe you will concede with me that I am entitld to some remunerstion.
1 respectfully call your attention sir, t- this matter =:nd would like

to hear from you upm the subject. I shall be at Fort vaencouver

af ter receipt of th s Jam . Curtis ma or,comndngin Ft, Colville
i%OQ.H. Hale. esqe supt. %Ffairq B 2 J ELNE



Wigsh'tn ®yptey. Colville. ‘foll Ho, 20

Fort Colville, Nov. 12, 1862

Sir.

I rec. yours of Oct. I found an interpreter & the post on my
arrival who has been here for several gears, “e is very much in want
of money. he merchants here do not consider the vouchers which they
have been in the habit of issuing here of any value. “an you not send me
some funds in scme shape so 1 cm pay an interpreter.

Previous to receivin: your letter Gen. Alvord had instructed
me not to Interfere with the liquor trade amongst the whites.
The Indlans are very quiet s d friendly in this s-ction. ®#m in
hopes 1 shall ve able to keep them so.,
Respectfully
L.H, Rymrill
Major commandin~

to C.H. Hale,

Indian Agt, [sic]



Viash'tn Suptcy. Colville. Roll Ho, 20

Fort Colville, Dee 4 62
lir, Calvin H. Hele,
Dr . Sir:

ﬂIt has been the custom for the Indian Department to pay the
surgeon at this poste. There is much for him to do among the Indians, Our
surgeon wishes to know whether he may expect the same remunerstion
others here had. My interpreter is very needy. A4m obliged to clothe
him out of my own funds. Ban you not send me a check on SG(?0
for a few hundred dollars. I ha& ¢ issued vouchers from the f irst
of June but t e merchants here consider them merely vouchers and

I do not see ho- I shall be able to retain an unterpreter unless

1 nave funds.

Respectfully yours

C.H. Rymrill, maj. com,
To Calvin 4, 'ale,
Supt. Indian Affairs,

Olympia.



Wash'tn Suptcy. “olville. Roll Fo. 20
Fort olville, Oct. 4, 1863

Mr, Y.d, Hale, Sir:

Yours containing check & Greenbacks was duly recelived.
L u stote the amount for the interpreter is for the 2nd qr. which is
doubtiess a mistake., It is the first money received for him this y ar.
You could not have intended it for the 2nd gr as the vouchers weremade
out at the rate of fl,OOO per year which you stgte you can not
pay. 1 have forwarded vouchers for 2nd and 3rd qr. I trust you will
remit the amt., as soon as convenlent. The interpreter has a famlily

end has but little beside his salary to rely upon

Respectfully etce.
C.H. Rumrill, major, w.t. vols,
lo €.11, Hale

Supt. fnd. Affairs.



Wash'tn Syptey. ?olville. 1511 No. 20
' Fort Colville, Jan. 13, 1863
ilr, “ale, dear sir:

"y interpreter has not had any pay for the three
last quarters of /83. He is a very valuable man to me but he can not
live on air anéd I can not afford to feed him out of my pocket much
longer.

The Indians sre unusually poorthis winter . ® late fr st last

spring cut off their usuael supply of berries. rhey are all qulet
and friendly here, I flog one for stealing occasionally. Please send
me some funds,

Respectfully

8.5, Rumrill

G sas bas con

“om post
‘o U,H, Hale

Supt. Ind. Affs,



Wgsht'n Suptey. Colville. o1l No. 20
Fort Colville, W.T. Febyl 26,1863

Uear Sir:

I gm informed by ¥ajor Rufirill th&*t you wish a report of
the diseases that require my services iIn references to the I dians.
1 w111 endeavor to give you & short sketch of their maladies etc. Besides
being troubled with diseases endemic [sic] to all countries they
have sco~fela, consumption, opthalm!c disesses of all kinds-gonorrhea,
syphlis, rhematism etc. I have plenty of call from them. rhey have
moréfaith in the white man's medicine than their own . You are
probably aware that nexto to an Indian agent and commanding officer
the doctortakes rank. Hoping that the few words I have written may
meet your appropation, I am,

Very reipectfully, your obt. servant
. "hittmore

Ast. Surg . 1st infy. %.T,
Fort “olville
Hon: C,.H. Hale,
Supte Indian Affairs, W,T,



Wash'tn Suptey. Colville. 3011 No,., 20
| Fort Colville, W.T., June 8th 1865
Sirs
Your letters of lay 12 and 15 reached here a few days since but
being absent at the time I was unable to reply by return mail.
The salary vouchers ' ave been 8Igned and are enclosed herewith,
As my bagrage contsini g all my papers ha: been left behind at Walla
halla I am unable to f:rnish the s ount charged Lindsley for goods
but the am unt of goods issued to him will be found on Yo. papers of
the first “ractional quarter/es m1d as & l1list of prices male from
memory will be enclosed Intoo thils, you w 11 be able to arrive at
something near the amcunt.
“he blenk vouchers forwarded shall he used as directed but it will
I fear be impossible to get the signature of all to vhom disbursements
were made on the trip up owing to their remotness frqm this pocint.

I feel the need of a horse, saddle and bridle badly as no travelling
can be done without. © suiltable horse and rigzing costs here from flSO
to ¥175 coine

I trust that funds will be forwarded for the ourpose as Iam compelled
to hire whatever my duties compel me trrvel and the funds turned
over by you have been expended in reaching here, fitting up quarters
and traveling adbout since my arrival.

I am at present very busily engaged In collecting information as
tc the numbers and condition of the Indians wilthin this district who
are at oresent widely sc:ttered . In a few weeks however most of them
wlll be assembled at the different fisheries aloni the Columbia end
Spokane when L shall visit them and endeavor to obtain enaccurate
census.,

Owing to our proximity to the boundary line 1t 13 exceedingly

difficult to discriminate between the British Indians and our own as



2
they frequently travel to and from residing on either side.
The same difficulty also exists with resard to the Indisns of Idsho
1‘e:r'r'i.t'.or'y..
Very respectfully etc.
G.A. Paige

W
In charge olvilles

w,H, Waterman esq.

Supt. Ind. #ffairs W, 7T,



Wash'tn ®yptey. Colville. Roll. No. 20
Fort Colville, #,T,
July 10th, 1865
Pir:

Yours of the 17 ult reached me on the 38%k 34 inst.

In accordance with your instructions I hav e discontinued the sen-
vices of the interpreter at this place. I would how:=ver respe ctfully
represent thot the services of an comnetent interpreter In the
control and managsement of these [hdians are indispensible.

Few 1f any of the Indians ocutside of Uolville Valley cen spesk Chinook
and complaints of trespass and bad treatment on the part of miners
and others passing through their country continue to be brought
in almost daily. ¥mikhexxkke Within the past five days I have been
compelled on several occasions to bddffd beg the services of the late
interpreter to investi-zete conplaints brought to me from a distance of

fifty wmiles,

If retrenchment be the object I would most respectfully suzgest
thot the phyaician's.services be dispensed with and the Interpreter
retained a3 large delgations from tribes living at a distence are
constantly coming in to confer with me on busiane s of importance.

I enclose herewith a letter from Capt. Mclawn (?) comnand ing the post
in reference to tﬁg necessity of v interpreter.

“aving an ex officer[or official] {1dian agent hefore my
arrival transacted considerable buws iness with the Indians, Cant,
“cLawn's judrment in this matter msy be considered relisble.

I beg to object to the rempppointment of Harry Shuttewith to the
position. “ad your instructions to dismiss him not have been
received L should have done So myself and app-inted another in his
place .

Te has for some tiwe ke-t an indian womaen &nd I am reliably informed



has been in the habit of furnishing women to those formerly
belonging tothis post.
A more sufitable person for the position could easily be
found.
Trusting that the above suggestions may mert with vour aprrovel,
I am, very respectfully
Lour obt. servt.
G.p. Paige, in charge Colvills and Spokane

Indians

¥W.H. Waterman, Esq. Supt, Ind. %ffrs. Olympia, ¥,T,



Wash'tn Suptcy. Colvilie. Ogt R'oll No. 20
Fort Eolville, July 10/65

Sip:

Your letter of 8th inst is at hand.

In reply I will say that I think that it is a matter of
impossibility to act as {ndian Agent at this post and discharpge all
‘the dutles properly without the aid cf an interpreter,

In case that either the bPhysician or Interpreter must be
discharged I think that the interests of the zovernment should be
be£ter Served by retaining the interpreter, “ut both are absolutely
necessary., at t his post.

I am sir, very respectifully
Your obt. svt.
F .. McCown [ pears fairly lecible]

Uapt. Comd. post

G-  Paige, esq.

in charge of Colville and bpokane Indians,



Wash'tn Suptey. Colville. Rodl Yo, 20

“ort Colville, W.T.

Sent, 4th, 1865

Sip:

I have to report that a quant ity of Ind. Dept. goods consisting
of blankets and pﬁggi:, to the amcunt of about five hundred dollars
was stolen from the store house a this post some weeks ago.

The robbery occurred while I was absent on duty and was effected
by means of false keys., 411 or nearly all of this property has recently
been recovered and one of the offenders, a soldier, is now confined in
the guard house awaiting trial by court martisl,

A citizen who was also implicated effected his escape Into
British Columbia before a warrant could be served, for the recovery
of this prooerty. I am indebted to the exertions of lir, fobert
Lamphere, the efficient sheriff of this county who becoming aware of
the robbery some days before my return was employed iy melto assist
in ferritins the matter with a view to recover #he property.

Hyr, Lamphere was employed in the business more than three
weeks and his bill for his services is #100 in coin or 'ts equivalent
which under the circumstances I deem rcasonable,

The goods at the time of the robbery were in one of the
government store houses where they had been stored nearly a year
and were supposed to be perfectly secure., Imention this lest it
be supposed that the robbery was the result of carelessness.

I trust that Mr. Lamphere will be paid the amount as had it
not been for him the pronerty would likely never been re covered .,
Enclosed will be found affidavits of Capt “cCown and myselfl touchibmg

the robbery, also *vouchers signed by lir. Lamphere who requests



2
that the money may be forwerded to me at this place.
In order to guard against a recurrence of this act I

have made the property as secure as my limited means will allow.

Respectfully,
Your Obt. Pervt,
G.A. Paige, in cherge of Indians
Fort Colville, W,T,
W.Hd. Waterman Eagq,
Supt. Ind. Affrs,
W_m



