Libeary

W H, Hodson has accepted a position as ggent for a circulating
library amd will canvass this county and Yakima--Yakima

“erald, Nove. 23, 1899,



Library

;he public library has for the first time in its history paid current
expenses from its membership fees during the last quarter.

‘he library now contains 1,500 volumes. Over 100 volumes have been
ddded recently. it is open “ednesday and Saturday evenings and Saturday
af ternoons.

# membership ticket costs ¥1 and the annual dues are ¥1, fmong rece it
additions are the “arner Library of the World s Best Literature, 30
volumes, .p rchased with funds contributed by the Knights of Pythias...

Yhe trustees are now able to add new books from time to time and
will usually be giad to snd for any book for which a social demand
may bemade.fhey would like 50 new members during the coming year.
‘his number would make the library self sup.orting--The ‘akima

Republic, friday, January 27, 1899,



Library

Rev, HM, Partlett is making an effort to secure funds sufficient
to remove the public library from its present unsatisfactary
location to the room on the ground next to the postoffice, He wants
to fix up a reading room which will be attractive and convenient.
It will be furnished with several dailies am the leading magazines,

Mr. “artlett thinks if t helibrary is more easy to find it willbe
patronized by more people . ~he chur es and most of the business men
have cantributed to the fund that is necessary to maintain the library
in the new quarters ard make the desired improvements, The library
now contains 1,500 volumes. Mr., “a tlett thinks that if it is put in
the room above mentiored the people W1l. take an interest in it and in
& shart time the number of volumes willb e Increased to 4,000 or
5,000=*he Yakima :epublic, January 19, 1900,

:he movement toestablish a free public reading room in coniection
with the public library is now fully assured of succe s having received
hearty and generous support from the business men and churches of
the city. Its opening, howsver, will e delayed a shart time until some
needed repairs in the Syndicate bullding have been made. It is h oped to
have the rcading room opened by .the 15th o February. The r eading roam
will be absolutely free.

It will still be necessary as heretofore to charge an annual
fee of orp dollar for use of books when carried home,

The library is not a free public library and cannot become so
without having o@8d@f0 8AdUd a city tax or an endowment for
1ts supporte In time 1t will doubtless have one or the other of these

resources ar both...Yakima Republic, Feb., 3, 1900,



High School Idibrary

‘he high sch ool library received a substential gift from W,L.
Steinweg last week,

The domation included 90 volumes of the best books, includng
which are encyclopedias, histaries, standard fiction and a
number of ls ading magazines inbound form. T1he gift also inclules a
compound microscope, large framed portraits of Holmes and
LongBellow and & herbarium of 200 Yakima valley flowers. Ihese
flowers were gathered and mounted by Mrs. Steinweg and a re very
valuable.

In the plans for t he new school building the architect has
provided a room 15 x 18 feet tob e used exclusivelyas a library.

fhe gift of Mpr, Steinweg's leads those in charge of the schools
to hope that others will bemoved to fallow the example
and that the highschool library will grow to proportions worthy
of 1ts new pome--*he Yakimm Hepublic, May 11, 1900,



Library

the public library has beceived a large number of books
during the last week or two fram “ongressman W,L. Jones. “he
collection includes several volumes of the house and semate
Journals , six volumes of the geological survey and fowteen
wolored maps. The maps are quite valuable, showing as they do
tke distribution in this state of timber aml varleties of soil,
besides many impar tant gpdlogical facts--the Yakima Republic,

May 4, 1900,



Library-
WCTC reading room

“he W,C.T.U. ladies of the reading room at 10 South First street
will give a social VWednescay evenirg consisting of games, music,

cofi'ee and cake.

“11 are invited to comeand enjoy & pleasant eveni ge‘heYakima
“erald, March 11, 1902,



Library

‘he library building is undergoing soms changes, the hallways being
widened,

The omers of the tuilding served notice on the trustees of the
assoclation that others wished the roam am were willing to pay
w25 per month,. ‘he trustees promptly came to the scratch and will
submit to the increa e in rental rather than change to other
gquarters-Yakina Herald, July 22, 1902,



Library

the '*wentieth Century club of this city have undertaken a mcst
commendable worke

4% their last meeting it was decided to create a fund far the
purpose of p rchasing books for the new Carnegle library.

;he work was placed in the hands of twoe cdrmunities,one
committee for for the s ummer months and the other for the
winter,

Each committee is to settle on its own \wave and means of (copy)
. raising funds,

The first undertaking by the 1 dies will be in the nature of a
strawberry festival for the evening of June 12, # small admission
will be char ged and ice cream, strawberries, ha eOmade cakes
etc. will be ser d. :'he comittes having this affair in charge

is composed of Mprs, larson, chairman and Mesdames Krutz, Coleman,

Barge and Rigg,.The Yakima Herald, May 27, 1903,



Library

city councll mee ting..“ev. H.M. Partlett addressed the council

on the subject of & public library for the city. ‘e spoke of its

untold value to :ae town of this size . Of its influence upon

the social and moral develoyment of & ny communitye. Yf how, the

fact of a fine library would emhance in value the property of the

town; of its advertising advantages and of how such an institution

when fairly started and figuratively speaking®put on its feet

and given & boost" must prove lasting and c losed his remarks

by showing how the securing of thds institution can be made possible,
"y the ci*cy;s aggreeing to appropriate ¥1,000 each year as a

10 per cent maintenance fund on an investment of $10,000 to

be donated by Apgrew Carnegie and ¥3,500 to be subscrined by the

citizens , of which $2,500 has already been subscribed for a site,

North Yakima may safely look forward tothe time in the near future

when it is to be the proud possessor of a fine library.

It is now up to the council to cecide whether or not t e efforts of
Rev, Partlett are to be rewarded and this fast and prosperous city
made the bemefactor . The council will surely express
the wisest judgment in this matter.. he Yakima ‘erald, “ay 20,

1903,



Library

Editor Hergld; It has occured to me since the new library
1s almost a certainty that a met desirable and sightly locatlion
for tle new building wauld be tl® north end of the little park s outh
of the depot and fromting @ Yakima avenue,

The N thern Pacifaic railway is the owner of the property

and might be induced to par t with it for a nominal sum for such a
worthy purpos.a.

Yhe 1ocation is an ideal ome in that it is central. Lhe
.beauties of the buillding wo.ld bs seen by hundreu.s qof passing
stran;ers every day besides adding not a l1little to the
atttactieness of t he park amd the surroundings of that
localitye. It wguld ce'rtainly do no ﬁam to investigate the matter
and cost of this eite.. # Citizen. “he Yakima ferald, Jan. 10}
1904,

o.(city council meeting) e.leve. H.M. Bartlett addressed the
cauncil in relation to t he public library, stating that he had
$3,810 already pledged by subscription for the purchase of & site
and could easily increase®the amount to $4,000. :'hebooks of the
library could e86M4ag0dntpdadedtiedimdddd not legally be turned
over-to t he city, he said, before April armd he urged tie
city to appropriate the ii;il,OOO yearly made necessary by the
terms.of Mp, Garnegie;s gift of %10,000.-‘:116 matter was turned over
to t e city foran opinion as to the legallity of t he appropriati one-
The Yakima Herald, January 20, 1904,

“here was an aborvite attempt to throw cold water upon the library
plans at the city hall ore evening last week. A small "bumch"

gathered there tod enounce the proposition but they got
disgussed with themsel es before itwas over. This question is one



in which theentire city is vitally interested and star chamber sessions
of sel -constituted public censors will riot adcomplish any result.

It may be that it would be a good plan to submit the .que.- tion of B
thelibrary endowment to a vote of the people but the whole people

and not e small gathering of "knockers" showl be allowed to express
public sentimente=-The Ye.lcima.—ner:slld, J;.nuary 20, 1910,

The Twentiety Ventury club entertained in thehome & Mp. and
Mprs, Partlett ontaches aveme last iriday even inge
mesdaméé L.H. Dills and #+E,., Larson having the affair in charge.
The ladies realized %20 from this soccial eveni which goes into the
fund set aside by the club for the purpose of purchasing b ooks for.
the new library-The Yakima ferald, January 00 27, 1904,

“he cl ty of North Yakima sustains & istinct loss in the
determination of Rev. H. M, Partlett to cham ge his place of
residence to Kmnnewick. Mp. Bartlett has long been identifisd
with the moving publlc splrits of the city and his efforts were %
always freely offered to advgnce theinterest o the town.,.

-1t wasonly through his intelligent and untiring efforts that the
question of an up-to-date public libeary will’shortly be among

our latest achievements, In additionto the loss of a good citizen
and splendld speaker inthe person of the rector, society will gen

prally regret tle removal of Mr, f"artlett who h as added so much to

the socilal success of the city‘...;""he_ Yakima Herald, Jane 27, 1904,



Library

lhe Herald has received a number of inquiries lately

as tothe status of the Carnegie library movement, the
inquirdses be ing fearful that the delay in complying with the
terms of Yr, Yarnegie's bequestm ght result in his
donation beim withdrawne.

Mayor Fechter was ap roached by a reporter amd asked what was
delaying the acceptance vy the city of the terms of the livrary associg

tion which are that it will turn over its books and subscription
list of samne $B89&0AdA %3,800 raised TFethe purpose of purchasing
a site when the city votes a tax of 1,000 rgised for the purpose
of purchusing a site when the city votes a tax of %1,000 per
year far the maintenance of thelibrary.

"'L'he mayor replied that the city council could take no action on
the proposition until af ter the amual moeting of the

1ib ary association next Pea month. Under i ts by laws he says they
can only vote at their annual meeting t o dispose af the property

of the association. "When that is done,” continued Mayor Fechter,
"and the associlation asks the council to vote the tax, I am in favor of
taking imrediate action. “hat is, I favor, the tax being voted
by the council without waiting for a special election if such action
is legal. Whether it would be or nd I am not prepsred to say
but 'f'would like to see the library established at the earliest
posslible date; it is a movement €A~ that should be encouraged
in every manner possible and the association certainly
deserves credit far the good work it las done in interesting Mr.
Uarnegie and raising the funds to purchase a site="The Yakima
“erald, Mapch 9, 1904,



Library

Mayor 0.A. Fechter, af ter dellberating several days, has at last
appolnted the fifth member of the North Yakima Public Library
cammission,

F.C. Hall 1 s the completing member. The board 1s now
canposed of the f ollowing praminent people: Rev.H.P. James, Attorney
J.J. Rudkin, Richard Strobach, Mrs. W.W. Rgbertson and F.C. Hall., Ppof
W.F.,F, Selleck by virtue aof his office as superintendent of the city sh
schools is the sixth member--The Yakima Herald, July 20, 1904,

Jojm J. Rudkin was chosen chairman of the new library
commission whth held its first meeting in the 1i rary room last
Thursday eveninge.

Lots were drawn for the warious terms with the result that Mp,
Strobach will serve one year, Mrg Hall two years, Mr, James three years,
MP8O Mro Rudkin four years and Mrs. Robertson five years.,
It was decided to collect in the funds subscribed by the
citizens for the new bullding site. The salary of the
librarian was raised to twenty dollars a month. Plans for the future
work of the comiittee were aitlined in a geneml way~-The Yikima
Herald, July 27, 1904.



Library

More than six hundred tickets have been sold fer the grand
ball te be given by the ladies ef the city #am the interests of the
public library and as the ball is te be given en Friday evening
Pebruary 1l7th, this may belooked upon as merely & starter,

The tickets are selling for $2 fer the admission of & couple er
$1 far single admission., The free list has been suspended, as
the theatremanagers say and everyene who gees to the ball will
playee.The Yakima Herald, “eb 8, 1905.



Library

4t a mectin, of the boarmd of library cemmissioners held Saturday
nigt to cemsider plans for the Carnegie library bullding, cne
of several sets of plans submitted by Sebb & Merdell , the
“eattle architects was accepted.,
The architects agreed to mke seame alteratiens in the
plans c ens 1dered best which will be done at once, #s soon as
these alterations a @ made, bids w 11 be advertised for and the
wark on the bullding well started before the winter weather '
can interfere. Lhe building 1s to be built et a cest of
%15,000, It will be lecated on the cerner of Third and 4
streets and will greatly improve the appearance of the
locality--Yhe Yakima Herald, August 23, 1905,



Miller Bullding
Iqbrery

M.C.H. Bebb, the architect from “eattle while here last week
stated that he had about cample ted plans for the new #lex M4iller
buildinge

Mr, Bebb stated also that there were a few ne cessary changes
to be made in the 1library building. fhe s teck room will not be
erected for the present but will be when needed.

The plans allow sufficient shelf room fer the present,
however, with opportunity for enlargement later,

lhe plans far the #lex Miller block are very modern. It will be
constructed at once and will be five stories high. ‘fknre
will be two electric elevatars. Pressed brick and terra cotta
will be the principal material used. +the ground floor is designed to
be occupied as store rooms and the fl ors above for offices,

Mr. Bebb expects to visit Yakima quite frequently to look after th
camstruction work he has in hand here--the Yakima Herald,

March 14, 1906.



Library

“Yhen cm pleted the tarnogie library is going to be a fine
struc ture for the purpose and one tlat the city cam be proud of,
On account of the delay in getting the materials last sming the
building will not be done until January 15, 1907/ althomgh
the time when ths contractar tofinlsh was two weeks earliler,
Caming in from tl® east side of the bullding the rotunda 1s
first entered. Opening on to this are the
other rooms of thefirst floor of the bullding and directly in front
of the main entrance will bes the librarian:s desk. O the narth
willbe the gereral reading room while on @0 the same position
e the south will be the room devoted to children. ‘Besides
these two main roams there willbe on this floor a reference
a librarian's amd & ladie s waiting rooms
Inthe basement will be rooms for a heating plant and s torags,

the main space be ing taken up for an assembly room. The Yaldima
Herald, % t. 17, 1906,



Library

By the f irst of the year the new public library will be ready for
the reception of the resading public. :he books fran the old library
rooms will be moved to the new bullding and for the first
year will be all that there will be to choose from as the large
expense incident to the furnlshing of t he building will use up
most of the available furmds to start with,

The present equipment of the city library is 1,700 volumes
of up to date fiction and some of the most valuable reference

W arks e

Y ing the year ending 1906 the library was brought to a very
sound acondition and was widely patronized.During that year (copy)
the roans were open to t he public 362 days or an average of 42
houwrs & week. Over five thousand persons visited the reading
room and te total circulation was 7,800 . Ygen 1f no new books
are secured there need by no cause far complaint as the number of
volumes and the variety of the subjects coveredby them makes the
present stock as camplete as the city will require for at leyst one
year.

The financial comition is very gratlfying ..from taxation,
gifts and fines ®1825 was received far t he maintenance
of the institution and ‘?148.60 was expended in the purchase of
new books and ?4’75 was paid out for salaries smd current expense

:hel:lbrarian, Miss Bessie C, Hall thinks that everythirg will be
transferred to the Carnegie building by the first of the yeare-
The Yakima Herald, Octe 24, 1906.



Library

In all probebility the new Carnegie library building w 1l be
ready for publis use about March 1,

Contractor 4.F. Switzer is rapidly bringing tl® structure
as msar completiona s it willbe this year., Next week the
steps wlill be placed and the following few days willb e used
in paintinge The Interior cellings will be a delicate cream and
the walls a pale green, the combination being considered the ieast
injurious to the eyes,

The library board is mde up of fev. H.P. James, Mrs. W.V,
Robertson, F.C. Hall John ByQ@@dd Kudkin, Superintendent feed
and lp, “ampbell.

Dedicatary exercises will be arranged when the buillding is
opened to the public and it will probably be turned over to
the clity. The board hasmade no definite arrangements as to the time
of opening the structure--The Yakima Herald, :eb. 20, 1907.

S



Library

Bxepcises of the formal opening of the North Ygkima public library were
apri) 26, /70 '
held Friday evening 4t 8 q'clock in the Presbyterian churche H.P.
James, president of the board of trustees presided. A bout 100 people
wer © at the beautiful library, the gift of “ndrew Carnegie.
'Ixhe program follows: o PBe
Selection, orchestra; reminiscence , C.H. Lombard; address, Rev,
H.M. Baretlett; vocal solo, Mrs. Harsleye L
“fter ethe selection by the archestra H.P., James gave a few shor t
remrks regarding the library and told of its great benefit to the
city and community. He stated the library building is new
but the library had.been e teblished several ye rs ago by
several prominent women who gave their time and devoted considerable
interest to its upbuildinge -
C,''., Lombard told of ti® early history of the library and said
that 20 years ago the circulating library wa organized by several
praninent women and has brought forth much fruite.
He said the meeting was held in the Yakimas hotel, then a
two story.meet@08o building.4 t this meecting it was decided to
perfect the arganization and Mps. W.L, Steinweg was elected president.
<o .Wihen the 1library association was fipst organized it had 65
' members and;140 was collectéd in subscriptions in the first
monthe. IT was open Saturday afternoons only. The women
aeg6tedd divided their time in distributing the books during the
hours the library was open.
Shar tly after this 280 books were purchased and 1t was
necessary tomove the ir quarters. Then the library was open
Saturday and Yednesday afternoons. “ater the association

incorparated as the Yskima Library association. #¢ that time there

were 800 volumes in the llbrary.



In 1902 it was open every day and had 1,000 volumes, Today
it has 2,000 volumes. In 1904 the library was
turned -over to the city as & public library.

Reve. H.M. Bartlett in his ‘address, said the production of
literature is the greatest influence of man and the
most valuable to maneeeesss

Star ting today the library willbe open daily from 2 to 6 and
7 to 9 pem. daily Saturdsy merning 10.to 12 . ®,nday the
recading rooms only will be.open from 3 to 6 pe.me.

Yuring the evening H.P. Jgqmes president of the board turned
the keys over to Mayor fechter and made a fe . fitting remarks
In accept ing the keys the mayor gave & shart talk,

The library building was buil at & cost of $15,000 and was
constructed by #.r, Switzer. It is located.at ® and Third
streuets. The city council has rovided for the maintenance of
the buildinge

It was about foir ye s ago that NorthY akima started its efforts
to secure a ‘free-pblic library and it was mal nly through the
efforts of ‘‘ev. “artlett that the us.rnegﬁ.e fund was.secured.,

. The board of trustees, camposed of H.P., James, president; Mrs,.
W.W. Robertson, secretary; J.J. Rudkin, F.C, Hall, N.V. Campbell, .
Superintendent DeC. Reed and Bessie (. Hall, librarian, have
worked untireingly to make thelibrary & successese 'he Yakima
Herald, Wednesday, May 1, 1907,





