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P 63 Annual Eéport of R,R. Thompson, Ind. Agent

Dalles, 0.T, Aug. 14,1855
Sir: In obedlence to the requlrements of the department it becomes my
duty to renart to you the condition of indim affairs for this agency
district during the nast year.

There has been a preceptable improvement in the genersl condition of
most of the tribes and bands within this district in those requisites
necessary to constitute them a civilized end happy race. Their contrat anc
frequent intercourse with our people has resulted in a great deal that
1s advantageous and beneficial and also much that is demoralizing and
pernicious to them,

Becoming hetter acquainted with our laws manners end customs they have

In seversal Iinstences menifested their good sense by adopting such portions
of them as they wer able to comprehend and as Judged by them to be politic,
under their usual circumstanc s. fhe savage mind will most resdily
embrece an entlirely new rule or regulstion than make en exchansze
where by he 1s compelled to relinquish one of his own. The laws and
cus toms of th-ir forefathers as handed down to them from cenerstion to
generation are rivewed with a sacredness bordering on devotlion and are
malntained with a zeal and tenacity truly astonishi ig. "hen there fore
we see them discarding their own laws and adopting those of the whites
we may Indeed hope that the dark chambers of their understanding have
been opened and that the efferts of the philamthroptic nave not been
altoge'her in valn,

As illustrative of the above I should mention tha from time immemorial
"1t has been their custom to take vengeance on any of the nation, tribe,
family or cas‘e from whom they may have received injury. Their measure
of punishment being as fully satisfied as if punishment had been

inflicted on the particular individual.'his they say shall no longer
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a large extent of fine agricultursl ss well as gruzing country
haes been thrown open to settlement, affording opportunities which will
no doubt be speedily improved by many of our citlzens, particularly
those who wish to make stock raising their business.
The fact of gold mines having been recently discovered in the Pend

d'Orielle country will grestly accelerate the settlement of all those o
portions of 9regson end Washington ‘f‘erﬂitories lying east o f the “ascade
Range of mountdins,

The fever and excitement consequent upon the dscovery of these
mines was wxtnessed only by thet which succeeded the gold discoverles
of “Yalifornia in 1848, The influx of immigration is suchthet 1t can be
but a few years at most when this hitherto uvomparatively unknowm
region will be teeming with a dense population . What influence this
great change will have upon ourpresent ative population 1is at this
time difficult to foresee,

éy the terms of the several treaties recently made in Oreson md
Wash ington the Indians sre permitted to roam whithersoever they please
to en joy in common wkkx with the whites all uncleimed lands as also the
fisheries without the reservetions. To the commissioners it appeared
-abaolutely indispensible t hat these privileges be zranted them not only
because thejy were deemed necessary totheir subsistence but without
them they feared the ::.:::2: of the Indians could not be obtained
to enter into treaty stipulations,

- Thas 1s my opinion having in view the welfere of the Indisns vizx 1is
mbet if not the only objectiona~le feature in the trestles. Taking
adventaze of thmaxm this provision they will always find it corwvenient
to be away from the reservations, which will defest the liberal and
philanthropic object of the government to bestow upon them mentel, moral
end physic:l culture.

I feel impressed w th the fact that coul the I dians of this reglon
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be removed and kept away from the contaminat ing vices of the whites
that with the ald and encouragement of rovernment as gusranteed to
them in the recent treatics they would soon attaln a hish degree of
civilization,

It 1s absoiutely necescary that congress should take action and
define what laws obtain in this territory between whites and Indians,
As matters stand at present the Indiens are at the mercy of the whites
as 1t 1s impossible to protect them with our present laws, as no person
appears to know what is law.

By the act of 1850 Congress dmtended the intercourse act of 1834
over Oregon a&s far as the seme was applicable. The duty therefore devolves
¥péh the courts to say what was and what was not e plicable , which
practiecally nullifies p. 66
the act...

«ee OWing to the temporary absence of the Hov. Father Mesplie I
have not recelved any report of the condition of the “alles Mission
for the past year. “hould 6B his report be received it will be forwarded
im e diately.
All which 1s respectfully submitted
R, R, Thompson, Indian 4 gent
North Egstern District, Oregon Ty.
Joel Palmer, Esq.
Supte Indian Affairs,

Layton, 0,T.
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Office Supt., Ind. # ffalm

Salem, Oregon Sept. 30,1858

Sir: |

By advice from *alla Walla I learn that the comrand of Col. "right
had a battle with the combined hostile tribes at the Four Lakes in the
Spokane Uountr:r en the 1st inst in which 57 Indians are reported
gs known to have been killed without any loss on the part of the troops.

Since that time the “ol, has continued his march to the Coeur a!

Ajene Mission having had severnrl skirmishes with the Indians in which

a large number of thelr horses have beencaptured and killed=-besides a

grest quantity of thelr property captured and destroyed.

rlEe

At the last advices the “Yol. Expected to return from the expedition
with his com.and and contemplated reaching iglla Walla by the 15th of

October.

I understand that Uol. Wright reports the war closed and that the
indians are now suing for peace . T'hese representat ons are doubtless
true, yet there 1s great danger of the government officers being
deceived by the pretended submission of the Indians, .nd I only regard
it as a ruse on theirpart to rid themselves of the presence of the
military.

If the troops are withdrawn from the country they will again resume
a8 hostile attitude and repeat their former acts of robbery and
nmurder,

*he only way that peace can be maintainedamong those people under
existing circumstences 1s to overewe them by the presence of
military posts in their country,

I Xxx learn from private advices fram “eshington that blame
has attached to thedoffd6éd this office because more full and esrlier

repa ts have not been made of the condition of Indian affairs
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and the operation of the troopé to kr the northward of “nake H1ve:r'.

The military of ficers of course report nothing to me and I
have not up to the present date seen an official report from that
department upon the subject of the present h@@d hostilities, I have
no p 277
agent reslding among the hostile Indians nelther had I any that
could be sent to accompany either of the military expeditions and I did
ot believe t e clrcumstance: warranted me in Incurring the mxpenses
incldentrXx to k-eping a contrect express running s distance of five
o s81x hundred miles into the interior,

03dREv8080dQtedodnd To have visited the region myself would have been
to neslect the other imxpx important business of the office,

I have not resarded any of the settled portions of "ashington or
Oregon Territories in denger from the Indlans e:st of the Cascade
Mountains and to the northward of Snake river, therefore my e;ergies have
been particularly direccted to the maintenance of poace with the Indlans
upon the re- ervation amd re ar the settle ments,

Ag soon as Sommissioner Mott closes h is investizations m® at this
office I design accompanying him on a tour for the purporse of
visiting the principle tribes in Oregon & d “ashington east of the
Cascade mountains end will probably be absent from this office six or
eight weeks,

Several white persons have recently been killed by thelndians in
the neighborhood of Puget Sound.?y the Indefatigable exertions of
Agent Simmons the murderers have been arrested end turned over to the
civll authorities for triael,

Things remain quiet upon the reservation with the exception of the
mumuering of the Indlans in consequence of the reduction of their
rations accompanied with threats to lesve the reservstions asnd return

to their old homes @d@dOtHe where they can obtain a more bountiful
subsistence by forace upon the settlements., Yours etc,., J.7", Vesmith

to Charles B, Mix, Commissioner Ind. Affairs Wash D.C.
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Duriag our visit east of the Cascede mountains “pl, Wright retumed
from his campaign Into the Palouse end Coeur d'Ajene country. The
colonel was successful in capturing end destroying large quantitss of
roperty end provisions belonging to the Indiens.
The hostile tribes appear to have been p. 287
eses 3iricken by the forces sent against them under Yol. Wright and
Mg jor CGamnett and offered but freble resistance to the troops,Yet
many of the ring leaders to the number of twenty five have been captured
end shot or huns by the military, While such scts may appesr sa guinary
I am satisfied that the consequences of t he case required it and
I do not believe that any innocent parties have suffercd, “nile I was
at the Dalles,"Sukiski"the last of the murderers of sub agent Bolon,
being clésely pursued by friendly Indians, killed himself to avcid
capture.,

The expedition under “~1, ¥right and Major. CGarnett have not rnly
been creditable to themselws and to the army but have resulted in
impressing upon theIndians the fect thet the Govemmment of the
United “tates c°n and will controll (sic) them and punish them
for outrages com-itted upon our c iti-ens,

It 18 reported that a few of the desperadoes from the different
tribes have Txkke congregated at Fort Colville and st1ll maintsain
@& hostile attitude., It 18 to be regretted that Yol Wiright did not
visit that place aand give them a specimen of the justice meted out
to the “pokanes and other hostile Indians,

I understand that it 1s contemplated by Ceneral Harney now in
comnand of the Depmr tment to send en expeditim to Cplville this winter
In which event I shall avall myself of the onportunity to send an
agent to reside in thet wvalley,

The {ndians on the ®elitz and “rande Ronde Rxwmzs reservetions
7

remain quite as wellas those of Washin ton “erritory “est of the

Cuscadesiy, etce N . Negmith, supt, O and W T to Hon Charles &, M x.
»n. M~ -

- . PR TN R




Avstract
Oregon ~uptcy. of Indien Affairs 1848-73,  Holl 7, Microcopy 2
(Scanning, not included on typescript)
p. 9., “upt ., Joel Palmer, report as supt. 1854,covering Rogue “iver
treaty needs and other Indlans.

p. 10=ificport sub agent Port Orford, July 12, 1853

p. 29-34 Tansy Point report of asent at Port Orford with census of
indiens of Port Orford district.

pe 39-Agent Thompsow, re: Snpnake massacre.

P. 4-54-Annual report of Supt. for the year ending June 30;1854,
Including good description of the Klameth country and Klamaths,
estimated at 400 pop.jbefore they were stronger .

DPe 70-:ouchers etce. includes (p. 108) testimates of funds for Ind,
Bervice for /ash. and Ore. Tys.

p. 190 “Schedule of spoilation cla!ms. (5 claims attribut-d to Rogue R, 1n¢

PP.205-208-Estimates to comply with treaty stipulations with Ipdinna
in Orezon and “ash for 1858,

PRp.308-9 -Letter of Supt. giving views to sub agent on interpretation
of 1 nd settlement and military orders., [Views to dept. contained in
lengthy typescript]

p. 318~ Petition for militery post at or near Klamath Lake in S,0re,
Nesmith to Harney, Dec. 27,1858,

p. 328-Murder of Yick Johnson, Spokane *‘ndian who intermarried
with Umpqua, settled and improved farm off feservation.

p. 330-"gent Simmons Puget Sound and other “ndians lkest of the
Cascades in “sshington 'y.

pe 532=llesmith Letter of tranamlttal of report of whites mammarmsd
massacred by Inds. since settlement of Ore. country, reference to
Wash, JI'y'.. murders.,

p. 337- ®pollation claims including 1 against Yakimas.for $3,915.75,

PpP. 344-45- Assignment to Klamath district of Sub-Agent Abbott by
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Nesmith,

p. 346-Hef. to ®nake Ind. ratd on “arm Spring Res and ref. to
ratification of tre:-ties,
p0B080&0EBRBABH038AD

P. 350 £80-Appointmen' of Geary to succeed Nesmith, rormal
takeover exchange of comiunications, further reference to Snake raids,
reference to letter missing re: gick Johason the slain Indian,
acknowledgement of receipt of tre:ties and request for sending

trestlies mnt received
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‘nnual “eport of R,R. Thompson, Indian agent?

S8ir: In conformity with the regulstions of the Indien Pepsartment
and in compliance Qith your c¢lircular of the 18th of lest April I have
the honor to tresnsmit the following, my first ennual report.

The country embrsced within this agency district lies on the south
side of the Columbis River betueon the 46th and 44th degrees of north
latitude and betw ‘n the sum it of the %cky ond 8::2: ?7?7%?? mountains ,
on the east and west respectively . It may be characterized as mountaine
ous, being the hesvy swells of the "ocky, the “Jue m1d the Cascade
mounteing, the latter two apparantly cormdcted by the edges of the
Mutton Mountains (seld to derive the name from the “1-horn which is
occasi~nally seen there still) whose course is neasrly esst and west,
therefore at rirht angles with ths generel direction of the other ranges,

The soil for the most part is undo btedly fertile and yields through-
out a luxurient growth of highly nutritious gr:ss for w ich animals
manifest @& great fondness, ~he country i1a consequence is well adapted b
the relsing of stock end the Indians have accumuhated largeherds of
04B8De0dAA0NAIOE0A horses wnd csttle.

Theare of & very superior brced to which they are much attached
and devote a large nortion of their time to their sttention. ‘he Cayuses,
Wez Perces an¢ Walla walls tribes have immense numbers and may be con=
g idered wealthy. *he horse represents wcalth with them. . Ti.ey are
naturally (?) governéd by en aristocracy ..., one enjoys a relative
position and influence among them in' proportion to the number of horses
he possesses,

As 8 gencrel thing the country isdestitute of lerge quanbities of
timber except on the moutalansowing no doubt to the eridity of the

climete; and custom of the I,dians to burn the griss mnually, setting
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to and destroylag much valuable timber. The varieties are plre, fir,
and white osk on the uplends with cottan wood, willow, hack berry,
birch and choke cherry on the lands borderong on the streams.

Portions of the country are well watered and on the meriins of the strear
generally 1s to be found en &l luival deposit furnishing e sup rior soil
for sardening purposes while the hills are well adapted to the cultivation
of cereal grains. The soil ylelds abundantly with very little labor end
on thmis account many Indians have commnencs d farming, producing whest,
corm and potatoes with many of the ... meny vegetables and are no mean
cultivetors. The Nez Perces, “ayuses, 'mascom and Tyich tribes particularly
are good husbendmen,

The stresms owing to the charscter of the cantry ere not navigable
with the exception of theColumbie , from the Cascadem falls up to: the
Dalles whi h is navigated by & steam bost mdzsaveral schooners of one
hundr-d tons burden., But the streams notwithstanding are of grest
importance as they furnis! during the running sesson of the sslmon p 24
en unexhaustable supply of this delicious fish, The I -@lans in the
western portion of the district rely principally upon this food, on
account of the great abundence in which it 18 found and the esse with
which they are taken, but it is no longer deemed an indlspensible article
of food for them as they have beef, horse fle sh and vegetables, wild
berries, fruits end roots, the three last are aXkx found in great
quantities.

The Indians of the central and emstern portion of this dstrict are
sctive, intelligent and war like, rapid in their movements from their
supc rior horsemenship and to be fesred most on account of their ability
to com- it sudden depdsdations upon the mxm® unsuspecting settlers who
are widely acatter:'d over the territory and in the event of hostilities
to protr.ct the wer, The western Indians sre mor indolent , sparcely

supplied with horses and 1little 1nclined to warfsre., They may sofely be
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rejarded as permanent friends of the whites,

I would here remark that there appe-rs tobe a maried distinction
in the habits, menners and nursuits of the Indians within this agency
They may properly be divided into three classes:viz The Nqorth Eastern,
the Worth western end the southern. Those on the W.Z, are the Cayuses,
Nez Poroes, Fld& heeds and those of the outhern known as the Mountain
Snekes. Thosc on the HW ;;Fthe John Day , the, the Deshutes, Tyiah,wasco
Dog River or Cascade Indiens, Those of the south are the Klemath sand bhe
8ho~-sho=-ne, known as digsers.

The Mountain “nake Indians ere a branch of the Root Digrers who in
the extreme south ere presumed to be the lowest order of the aboriginsl
race and have a common langusge. Lhey occupy the co mtry on the south
and east of Fort Hall end to the south to Include Pesr River Valley. ‘hese
lndians gradually improve in their habitw and intelligence as they approact
the northem and eastern extremities of the ir country.

The Flatheads 11e to the north of the Mountain Snekes ,occupying
the Valleys between the Bitter Root and Rocky Mountains from the John Day
River, A gentleman w:o has been trading with them for the past three
years , I learn that they have ever becen on the most friendly terms with
our people and make it thelr boast t hat they have never taken white
man's blood.

They are decre: sing in numbers grsdually from the ettscks of their
much dreasded enimies the ~lack faet who make frequent incursions into
their country, murdering s 4 pillaeging ell who may be 8o unfortunate
tofel' into their power., They complain tha while other tribes contfnuing
hostile feelings toward the whites hsave received the attention of
government , they notwithstanding tdddddad their uniform good conduct
have bren ent’rely neglected but wish to ... the United States of
thelr continued friendship and hope some actlion will be taken to protect

them from the Black fﬁet.
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A few bands of Nez Perce Iidlans occupy the “almon itiver and the Clear
Water within this district, The principal part live in “ashington
Territory and therefore need no special description,

The Uayuses live on the west side of the Blue Mountains en@ south of the
P 25 Columbia “iver. *hese with thelleg Ferces are believed to be the most
intelligent Indlans west of the Rocky Mountains.All these North Bastern
‘Lmdians #w go to the east side of the Yooky Mountains In questk of
buffalo and dm: 000823 t0QP®® in part on the on the chace for
subsistence, i’een:',, elk and bear form the principal game found in t heir
country. They are cleanly in the ir person, live in lodzes made of buffalo
hide and use to & considersble extent dressed skins for clothinz. They
annually exchage horses for large quantit les of manufectured goods and
wares, |

Those on thenorth west frxmmxthe form the second cless and are found
elong the Columbla River end its branches from the country of the Cayuses
westwsrds to the Bamscudes or Yrest Falls,

This division includes meny fragments of tribes having no chiefs and
acknowledging no authority beyond the head of a krge family. Puring a
portion of the year these Indims asre found wandering along the stresms
pitching thelr camps wherever salmon are found most abundant. They are
filthy in their persons and their habits, sddicted to intemperence and

its concomitant vices., They have adopted the dress of the whites and bo
some extent imitate them in the cons truction of thelr houses, Their
domiciles range from a comfortable log cabin to & reed hut, the merest
apology for a shelter,

The third end final division are gl ong the southern border of this
agency district and 1:clude a portion of the Diggermx and Klamath tribes.
The 1let ter inhaebit the country along the esstern buse of the “escade and
Serra “evada Mountains (sic) and south of the grest Klamath Lake

The Digmer country extending to the north of “nake Hiver. ®ith the
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exception of the imm-diate margin of the streams, their country is a

barren waste, affording very littl vegitation, ssve artimiss or wild
sage. They subsist upon roots and almost cvery living thing wl thin their
reach , not exmidmxaxeiudimg excepting repfiles , crickets, ants etc. It
18 reported by gentlemen of the Hydson's ﬁay Company the they are very
inpoverished , seldom storing provisions for the winter and in t heir
extremetles they resort to canibalism, During the summer they go in a state
of nudity end in winter they use for a covering robes made of the akims
of rabbite, the skins of wild fowl such a8 geese s d ducks are also
brought into requisition as en article of clothing, ‘he wlld sage
fumishes them shelter in km the heat of sumner and like the Cayotes they
burrow in the enrth for protection from the inclimencies of winter.

At an early day in history of Oregon(sic) it was grestly fe red
there was 1likely to be a combination of the seversl Indian tribes east
of the “ascade Mountsins for the p:rpose of mez ing an attack upon the
white settlements in the ¥illamette Valley,but there 1s 1little foundation
for such fesrs., On a better acquaitance with the state of Indlan
affeirs in this reglon it 1s found that the tribes are much divided
amon: themselves anxl nitter Jealousies exist bbtween hamdzxxmfxihm bands
of the s me tribes, as also grievienances of lon:; stending between the
several tribes with p 26
proper menacement on the part of the whites, such an e ent as a combinatior
to any grecat extent, never ocasn occur,

From what ha:s been sald In the first of this report i1t will be
apparent that portions of this country is rather inviting to settlers
and within the last twe yeers quite a number of our citigens have
availed
mxarpixsd themselves of thelr rights under the act of Congress
oreating the office of “urveyor Yenersl of the Public “ands in Oregon
and to provide for the survey and to make donations to settlers of the
8¢ 1d pub’lic lands end have located on the esst aide of the summit of the
Cascade range. By wirtue of an act of the Lezislat¥e Assembly of this
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territory, this district has been organized into a county celled Wasco,

This affords greater fecilities to the {ndian Agent to reech of ..
justice in case of necessity but it has also offered oprortunity to
designing persons to produce difficultles. “ome settlers have claims which
incldde the improvements and property rights of the Indians and have come
i:to collision with the aboriginies, but so far these diffioulties have
yielded to the decislon of the Indlan agent.

Under the pretense of locating claims whisky sellers have located
at points best sulted to their purposes and have given the egency some
trouble, and in this connection I micht add the cons tantly recurring
difficulty of the emigrsnts on their route to recover their animals,
The:e ar- some of the difficulties and as thecountry is continued to
be settled rapp’dly I would re prctfully recomiend 8 speedy extinction
of the Indien title to at least a portion of this district,

Thew® 1s a militery st tion at the Dglles within the district

gamrisoned by two companies of the 4th Infantry(but as I am i1:fomed

in reality but 53 renk and file) comnanded by Hajor G.Rains. This of ficer
stands unusually high with the citizens for his geel and e ersgy in
endeavoring to prese ve pesce and order on thia frontier, But * am sorry
to say thnt the force at his command is wholly inadequate to the service
to be performed., Being infantry they mxm can only act with efficiency
in the immedlete vicinity of the post, I would however suggest that

in view of this being tre only militery post within the imrense
extent of the country lying east of the Cascade range of mountﬁinb, the
difficulty of infantry pursuing o’fenders to the com fines of it, the
equestrian habits of the Indians and the moral e~ ‘ect which tnite ! States
Draggoons would produce on these saveges besldes the adaptation of the
country to cavelry operations and the surnort of their animels
all concur in rendering ... the presence of Drazpoons desirable in

eddition to the pxmzmmEmer pre ent force and therefore I

respectfully submit these suggestions to the considerstion of the
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proper authoritlies of the genersl government.
There i3 also a “Ys:tholic mission at this place under the

superintendence of Rey, Father Yesplie whose report is herewith
enclosed, This is the only mission within the district and was esteblished
upon the bresking up of the Protestant mission in 1847, one of which
(Methodist) was at this point end dl of which were abandoned imuediately
after the horrible massscre of Dr, Marcus W,itman and his associlates
at liyeletpos.There 18 no doubt but much of the progress, intelligence and
civilization menifest in the Indlene residing in the vicinity of these
estublishments may 1s owing to the labors of the missionaries who are
and have been among them.

Pe 24

It has not been In my power to visit all the tribes under my charge

8ince enteri:g upon the dutles of this office, I have found an

aversion (?) in the Indienﬁ tomy taking the census and in one instance
they(the Cayuses heve positively refused to give any infamation, urging
thet et one time Dr, ¥ itmen took the census and im ediately after great
numbers of people (sic) sickened and died. I have thers fore decided it
prudent to abstaln from pressing the matter :ntil it becomes less ob ject-
ionable to them

In the absence of authaﬁtic numbers the following 1s respectfully

submitted as the approximate of the seversl tribes,

lame of tribes chiefs or head men whole number of number in
souls this district
Dog River or Cascades Wal-li-chin 80 80
“@s o Clash=Cal-La 300 300
Tyich Vim =tes-tus 500 500
Pes Chutes Stoke~ote-ly 300 300
John Yays wish-och-nip-its 180 150
Utillas Wahelauch~hie 200 200

Cayuses We-at-a-not-te-te-..ny 600 600



Nez Pe rces b
Fi1atheads =
MRt Aiessha Hae )

Snakes s
Bannoocks &
D1 gers

Scatterin; bands

Principelly Columbia River

500
Occasdonally

200
200
100

300

*ne accompanying map 1t 18 hoped will enable the Department to

form & correct id a of the locality of the seversl tribes and divisions

referred to in this report.

It has beenkindly furnished by Prevt. ¥ajor G.0. Hel ler 4th

infantry U.S,A. who has been of great pains in collecting sccurate

information as to t he topogrephy of the cointry and it may be relled upon

a8 being in the 28in correct,

A11 of which is respectfully submitted

R,R, Thompson
Indilen “gent
Middle Oprepon
Joel Pilmer Esq,
Supt, Ind, affairs,
Dgyton, 0.T.
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@1ssion of the wWaskos (Dalles)
Mr, Thompson, Indian Agent Aygust 6,1854 |
stxx Dear Sir:

The Mission of the Waskos at thc Dalles founded the sixti of May,
1848by theRev. Rounsacran (?) at the request of the Indians has since its
commeéncement xk adveneed very slowly. On examining the archives kept by
my honorable predecessor I see th:t the progress of religion has been
much rExksr retarded by the wandering 1ife of the Indians and by the too
great Intercourse with the whites.

Duringthe three years that I am in charge of sald mission I have un -
fortunetely found the same difficulties. Within the last two years the
worsé of all hes been added, namely liquor, This has cast this
unfortunate people into a deplorable condition and without being a wit-
ness, no one c:n form an 1d ﬁ of the Indlans when iIntoxicated, they are
scenes most horrible to behold and capsble of exciting pity in the most
hard hesrted, ‘his disorder my dear sir stops entirely all improvement
of the Lleded fndians and if this abuse is not stopped the Indians will
in a short time become good for mnothing, neither for civil life nor
much less for “hristian 1ife. The greater part of them will disappcar
“ome will perhmaps re-ist ¥RE ...but will be rendered to so bestial a
state that they will be insupportable to themselves and much more so
to all who may be in connection with them.
What I say concerning the Waskos will apply in 1ike manner to the
Indians of ‘aih [or Feir] (Indian Creek and to all the small tribes
within my jurisdiction. However Mr. A ent we have at Wasko and at Fair
some Indians who though in the midst of disorder have prefeeimdxammm
mfxxhax profeted by some of the lessons which we have endcavored to

give them, they yield easily to the sweet influence of christianity

occup ng thewelves with agriculture and lmprovement in rendering homage
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to their Creator. In general I have observed since you have been
established in this place that a remarkable calm has taken place,
Bany of our people have yielded to fesr and others to reason. “ut the
fact exists,

Great credit should be given toyou Mr. Agent for mminz having in so
short a time such s reat results for the present makes me look for a
better future and if t 1s new stute of things continues I have the sweet
hore that your aid Joined wlB with our efforts will in s ome years
obtain a remarkable chm ge. Such Mr. Azent is my present report.

“baign » dear sir, to accept it and believe me with the grestest
respect.
Your very humble and obedient servant

F, Mesplie.

Mr, Thompson

Indien Agent,
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Annual report of 3uperintendent of indien Affairs for the yecr
ending June 30, 1854,,.
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s.*he report of Azent R,R, Thompson including that of the Yatholio
Mission st the Dalkes of the Columbie 1s so minute and full as to
render additional remarks neccasery,

A map "repared by Major Haller, U,S,A. shows the locatlon and ex"ent
of country occupied by the Indian tribes of this district,

I fully concur in the suggestionsof Mr. *hompson 1n regerd to
the importance of ... the present militsry force 11 middle Oregon
by a body of Dragoona so st tloned as to move with security upon any
point thereabout with hostilities. To this end L would respectfully
recomrend thet a militiory post be emtoblished as far east as Boise
»iver. The security 1t would afford travellers pa-sing through that
region , its proximity to the numerous beands inhbaltating the country
along Lewis Fork of “nake river and 1ts tributaries, its being neer
the forks of the roed divergig into northern and middle Ore con ad the
probability of a third road on the north side of “peke river passing
through the cOdd msmakxx valley of Salmon river into the Neg Porces
country and washin-ton terﬁ&tory, renders thisin a military point of
view an Importent position,

Fxtensive meadows in ﬁbisa river w uld ef ford abundant supplies of
gr 88 and hay for whatever amoiumt of stock might be brought into
requisition snd it 1s believed the soil be:ldea nroducing the usual
varieties of cereal groin 1s well adapted to the growth of vegetables

usuel In the northern states..s

pPe 54 Respectfully submitted Joel Palmer, superintendent

Hon. Geo, %, Manypenny

BeMmissioner of Indian Affairs, "ashinston City, D.c,

i ik
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Report of Agent W, Olney Expedition to the “nake Country
Camas Prairie July 30,1855
Gen. Joel Palmer, Supt. Ind, Affairs
Dear Sir:

I have the honor of trensmitting to you s report of ny
proceedings, the facts thet come under my observetion and such informetion
as I have bren able to procure since my arrival in my district,

I sterted from the Dalles for my district July 8. ! overtook the
troops bet:een “rand Round exd Povder %iver. I have travelled and
cooperated with them since. Wy arrived at Fort Yolse on the 14th
‘@ found encamped et thet place awailting our arrivel 17 lodges of Bannuckai
Digpers and one lodge of Winesslas (?) in all 18,

These lodges contained & 62 men, 44 women, 40 boya, 44 girls, in all
210 persons, On the 14th Hajor Haller who is in commend of these troops
invited these Indians to his camp for the purpose of talkirg with them,
ﬁhjor YSgller explained the object of his visit amongz them end expressed
8 hope that they would not only be his friends but essist him in epprehendi
the murderers. They expressed the warmest feelings of friendship but
did not in the leest appe r inclined to glve information of the vwheree
abouts of the murderers or assist in capturing them, I then explained
who I was end the relation I bore toward them, gave them to understand
the course they must pursue towards American citigens res idinz in or
passing throush their country and the advantapges that would result from
following the course marked ougrand the result of their following
an opposite course., Just as I closed tad king Tobaboo my interpreter
informed me thet he had discovered four of the murderers' band sitting
among the Indians and that two of them he recognized as murderers, I
comnunicated the fact to 4ajor Hall r who had them imwecdlately teaken
nto custody. For particulars as to moceedings and the £1-al disposition



2
made of these four men I beg leeve to refer you to the inclosed copy
of proceedings had inthe case,

The country occupiled by the tribe of I[ndians usually called Snakes
reaches from Gr:nd Ronde to the warm springs on the DesChutes, to
Eumboldt Biver on the south, thene to g::;nﬁiver on the east &nd the
headwaters of the Hi:ssouri (?) on the north It is supposed that these
tribes combired cen muster three thousand wagrriors. “he most formidable
of these tribes are the “hoshones or Mountain °nakes., They number about
250 lodres containing about 3,000 souls. Th&y can muster between seven
and elght hundroed warriors., This tribe is agein divided into three bands
The principal bend resides cncgggg li{yer and hence they are called
the Yreen River “nakes. They number 1,500 soula, The second band reside
sbout Fort Hell, Camas Prairie, Yelmon River and ﬂaar River ed ere
cslled upper Spakes or Fort Hall pekes., They number about 1,300 souls
200 of whom are “snacks who have merried end live smong them, The
third and last bend live on “almon river. They number 300 souls. This
bind are stationery,never goin: to buffalo but subsisting on saelmon, elk,
deer, antelope end mountain sheep. Too kos ... or shcep est ing p 58

The *“ho=-sho-nee or Mountdin “nakes are max a brave, active and
intellisent tribe end compare favorsbly with the Cayuses and Nej,
Perces , They own & large number of horses , are well armed end subsist
by hunting the buffalo on the plains a2 d the elk, deer antelope and
mountain sheep on the mountains, They do 2ot like their brethren further
west and south steel the property and steint heir hands with the blood
of imnigrants passing through their coentry but on the contrary
have Invarlisbly shown e disposition to live on terms of friendship
with the whites,

The Winisstas (sic) enother tribe of the Snakes reside in the
comntry lylng between CUames Prairie on the east, Snake river on the

south and Salmon Biver on the north. They number about 400 souls.
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They speak e language between Bannack and Sneke. Scme sunpose they
have s d0404Dd080T6dGd@¢d distinct language of thelr own , but I think
they are mixkmkam s mixture of“naskes and Bannacks and spek a language

*"'an nacks and

beti/een the two. They are much ‘poorer t han the “hoshones or
are thought but little of by either of these tribes on a ccount of their
great propensity for stealing. It was some of the Bdd membera of this
tribe who murdered the company of imzigrents on Boise River last season,
They subsist on selmon , roots,berries and smmd game of which they find on
the mountains of Salmon Hiver,
The SBannacks sre another tribe of the Snpakes., They however spesk

an entirely diffe-ent langusge fram the “hoshomes, They claim the Camas
prairie and the country between there and Salmon River, Thear number
about 200 souls . *hey reside mostly with the upper Snskes md go to
buffalo along with them, and what I have alresdy said of the Mountain
Snakes or ~hoshones w!ll apply strictly to them.

The “ig*e:era are the poorer claess of the Shoshones and Bammoka. The
Bgnnack Digrers re:ide about Bort Boise, the mouth of Payette Kiver
and “oise River on the east and on Owyhee XMalheur and Burnt rivers on the
west side of Snake river.” hat band or tribes of the “annacka Uisgers
residing residing on Burnt River ere called the wal la leck alle from
a certain kind of gress seed which they gather for food, They number
about 200 souls, They are great thieves and have on sever:l occasions
not only stolen large numbers of horses from Immigrants and traders but
have killed white persons who have fallen into t heir power.

The Sheshone or Snake Diggers rcside in the cointry lying south
of “nake and Owyhee Mivers to the Mumboldt Rivers and west to the Deschutes
Those that live about ':'ake Sefola (?) are celled "ar ette raws fror
the same grass seed eax from which the _nannack Di grers take t heir

Name ,

These that live on the south side of “nake River and thence to



4

Ve have mlso been told by some of the Benacks who are camped at

this plece that a lo- g¢ number of these people are c-llected snd are

sti1ll co ¥ ctlig on “almon Htxer Palls and have expre:zsed a determination
to give the troops a fight. “hen Hr, UcArthur left Fort ?all for our camp
scme ten days aso @ ... company of Imnigrants wss expected to errive at
thet place in a few days , dn thelrway to “regon. They have had time to
errive at our camp but as nothing is heard from them it 18 con jecture
thet they have taken the road by the Salmon Yalls and Major Haller I bellev
intends sending & com and of troops to that place. to hunt for and protect
themand to give battle to the To-"ha “e Hees 1if neces ary.

The country inhabited by the Snake tribe of Indiens as a genersal
thing 1s broken and mountainous entirely destitute of timber except on
the loftiest mounteins end &l ong scme of the rivers, The 1level and
less broken portions are generelly covered with a dense crowth of
Artismesia,interspe sed with bunches or tufts of graas.ﬂ'he bottoms
Rim along Payette and Boysie Rivers vhere they are not covered with
Artimesia are very fertile edd covered with a luxuriant growth of -rass
and could no doubt be cultiveted with success

These bottoms are from a quarter to e helf a mile in brezdth on
eltker side of the streams end extend from their junédtionwith “nake
river to & distance of 40 or 50 miles up these streams, These streams
take their rise in the mountsins bet:een “almon and “nske rivers and run
parallel w!th each other in a wested¥y direction , They are 20 miles
apart and are divided from each other by 2 low range of hills, “almon
are are (sic) teken in large quantities in these streams by the
“ndlans during the summer and fsll months,

The Camas vrairie 1s a level plain surrounded by mountains
It 11es about mid wgys betw ~n ﬁd@ﬂedadﬂd Fort Boise end Fort
Hall and about p., 60

40 miles to the north of ®nake River. The orairie runs from east to
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west its greatest length being sbout 60 (or 40) miles its breadth
from north to south being about 20 mixd=z miles, There are numerous
small streams coming domn from the mountains on the north end running
through the rralrie +a.6 in the enrth on the south side. “he Malade (2)
8 stream of considerable si.~ enters the prairie near the eustern side
and passesthrough, leaves it near the ~1ddle of the south side and enters
1nto “nake Fiver about ten miles below Salmon Falls, The prairie is
very elevated. The nights ere cold and frosts frequent during the
summer months and the snows fall to a good depth during the winter. The

so0il liowcver hes the appearance of being fertile. It provides gruss in

abundance and the cr a8 dug here by the Indians ls the larzest I have
ever seen,

On thefirst of the month I start for fort Hell in company with lr. M
Arthur for the purpose of visiting the Indians in that vicinlty, expect
to 70 a8 fer e st as “alt Hiver, ajor Haller sends with me a detachmcnt
of slx soldlers as an escort, I feer that it wl1ll be impossible for me
to get an escort to return with me by wey of Owyhee river, Leke
Sylola md Klamath lake as the soldlers rations are getting short
which will compel them tc return to the Palles much sooner t han the
conmandl g officer enticipateds, Iappraise you however thet I shall
make cvery effort to return 8ddtihdt by that route.

‘ory respectfully

etc. Jathen Olney, Indien Agent

Cenl, Joel Palmer,Supt. Indé, Affairs, Yayton, Oregon. 8656





