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The distribution of Indian tribes in “alifornia has never been completel;
warked oute this 1s due partly to the difficulty of the undertaking
but mainly tothe inadequ: te amount of fleld work thus far done in
the stute.

The principal contribution tothe subject 1is Stephen Power's "Tribes
of California," published in 1877. Power's field work was dme in the
summer of 1871 and 1872, supplemented by & collscting trip in 1875
or 1876, The time at his disposal was limied and most of it was
given to the Indians of the na thern half of thes tate, those of the
southern ha lf receiving very little attention. I, discussing the dis=-
tribution end relations of the scuthern tribes he was several times led
into errar and 4in certain instances even r eferred to one s tock
stribes belonging to another. These errors were copied by Fowell
in his "Indisn Iinguistic Families, " 1901,

Power:s work canta ins & large map showing the distribudon of
linguistic stocks in“alifornia,though it does not give quite all
that are mentioned inthe text. *n the matter of nomen: lature it
obviously was worked over by fowell.

In 1891 appesred the fowell-Henshaw map ofthe linguistic stocks
of North “merica, the 'Palifornia part o which is only slightly
mdified from Power;s mep of 1877, the principal changes being in
the names used for the stocks.

In 1905 Pixon and Kroeber published a small map of the lingulstic
families of Califorria wvhich though not so credited is copied
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from t he Fowers & nd Towell-Penshaw maps with slight alte ations on the
northwest coast ani a f ew changes in nomenclature. #11 of these maps &re
sogeneralized particularly in the s ot hern half of the state, '
that they fail to show the real boundaries of the areas and make
no attempt to indicate the locations & which Ipdiens actually 1live,
They are misleading in that the areas allotted to the wrious
stocks cover the entire area of the state leaving no spaces b etween ard
no parts unoccupied. 1l 18 true that in many cases tribes were so num=
erous &s to press closely upon one another ,with definite boundaries
between , but in othercases they were widely separated and thae were
large tracts wholly unoccupiede
The distribution of Indians conforms closely withthat of the faunal and
floral areas. 4oologists aml botanists hav © found tha t enimals and
plants are erranged in definite belts, the bo ndaries of which
are determined by climatic conditions., In the nothern hemisphere npth
of the tropics the northern zmes are alled Boreal,the southern
Austral. In North #merica the Austral zones are called Lower Sonoran
Upper Sonoran sd {pansition; the Boreal zones |, Canadian, Hudsonian
ard #1pine.
In California no Indians live in the Boreal zones and few if any in the
upoer half of the Transition zone though certain tribe:s claim parts
of the se as summer hunting grounds. The great majority livein a
single life zone, the Upper ':onoran; many in t he Lower Sonoran ard
a few in the """ransition. The lower ®onoran comprises the hot S
Joaquin-acramento plain and certain outlying valleys, the
Yolorado and Mojave deserts aml small areas in the southern
part of the state; the Upper Sonoran comprises the foothill or
Digger pine belt of the Slerra ,most of the coast ranges anivalleys

most ofthe desert region of eastern California north of Owens

lake amd the greater part of Southern California west of the desert;
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thelransition comprises the yellow of (copy) Ponderosa pine Blt of
the Sierra, the corresponding belt of other mountains and s
narrow strip along the humit ca st

For several years Ihave been engaged in mapping for the y.S.
Biological survey, thedistribution of plants and animals in
California. This work takes me into &ll parts of the s tate so that I
frequently comes across camps of Indiaens be longing to different
tribves. These tribes are so little known and are disappearing so
ra pidly that I have felt it & duty to stop,whenever practicable, long
enough to secure short vocabularies and find out who the v ariocus
people are, Some arenow on thewerge of e xtinction and several are
representued by only me or two living individuals, It is obvious
there fore,that whatever is to be learned fromthem must be learnsd
&t once,

Persors unfamliliar witht his kind of work may be interested to know th '
that the classifiation of tribes and stocks is based wholly on .
language. In most cases the numerals alone are sufficlent for the
purp se but it Is wellnot to r ely on them too implicity, for
in certain cases they,as wll as many other works, are strongly
affected by contact with neighboring tribes., This is particularly
true of remmants of tribe whose altered condi ti ons have brought
them into friendly intercairse with tribes withwhom they were not
formerly on terms or intimacy. Thus members of two disappearing
california tribes, Ko-ko-he'-ba armd Kosh-sho'-o at first gave me
numerals belonging to different linguistic families from those
to whicht§e theyre pectively belong, but when the ir attentionwas called
to the matter promptly corrected the mistake,

In another class o cases the effects of contact are so firmly

incorporated into the language that the persons speaking do not
realize that they areusing borrowed words,
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‘hus the Pakanepul of herp valiey assumed to be of Paiute origin

because four of their numerals, 2, 3, & and 6 and a few other works
suggest ar ré6bBAER resemble those of the Paiutes gave for 7 the
Yokut workd num-chin.This was not ana ccidental use of the word
far it was given me by three persons in different camps. “esides the nume-
erals ithas been my praectice to collect terms of relationship, names of
animdls ard plants amg vocublaries of several hundred of what
seem to be the moreimpe tant words.

In the Sjerrs reglon tle distribution of tribes conforms closely |
wWith certain faunsl belts, The higher and colder belty comprising the
Boreal zomes 1snot inhabited, and only a few tribes g0 80 high as
the lower half of the Iransition Zme, most of them 1iving in the
Upper Sonorean or Digger=pine belt which oc cupies the lower
slopes and fochills, 411 the way fram Sacramento canyon to
Tehachapi & distance of about 500 miles,fully 95 per cent of the
Sierra Indlansdwell in this life zone, “ost of the tribes 1ive wholly
within 1t and nd one lives wholly above it,

The Southern Pacific Railroaderosses the Sierra Nevada vbetween
the Yuba and f‘merican Rivers in the territary o the Nis-se-non or Nishinam,
a braneh of t e so-called Midu ((mi@Q0 Mj-doo) stock, The Nissenon
ranch fram Bear Y4ver on the North to t he Consume river on the
south, South of t he Consume are ther:08ad Mu-wa, called by
Powell W64 Moquelurmam. The Muwa are one ofthe h gest stocks in
California. The ir territory embraces the Upper Sonoran and lower half
of the Transition zom of the west flank of the middle Sierra from the
Consumes to Fresno creek, & distance of 110 miles,

South of the Muwa and ranging fromF resno creek to Kern laks amj
Tehachapi Basin are tribes of two widely different linguistic
families-Yo-kut and Pai-ute, lhese tribes are arranged in the main

in parallel belts, the Yokuts occupying the lower and more widedgy
wedterly country, the Paiutes the hi gher andmore easterly,
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Byt t here is this differences The Yokuf tribes are numerous
and until the conflscation of their lands by the whites their
distibution was cantinuous while t e Pafute tribesare few
and their distribution is ami always was interrupted by broad
intevals, Powers recognized the g ene al facts that t he Indians of t his
part of Californda belong In the main to t he Yokut and Paiute
stocks; that the Yokut tribes were & peaceful people and were the
early occupants of the region; and that the Paiute tribes were more
powerful and warlike and enter d at & later period. He states that bands
of Paiutes leaving their desert homws east of the mounkains have
p ushed through the passes of the Sierra , inwmded certain valleys
of the west slope and driven out the Yokut people.

Tribes of other linguistic families inhabited the h ot lulare-fern
Basin and the region to t he west ani sairthwest but they do not came
within the scope of this present paper,

“n the area south of Fresno Preek I have obtained b@oGD
vocublaries fram eighteen tribes of which nine 09 are of Yokut
origin ard nine of supposed Paiute or Shoshonian origin.

The Yokut yBifDO tribes,
‘he country of the Yokuts comprises the eastern part of the
San Joaquin Valiey ana adjacent lower slopes ofthe Sierra from
Fresno Creek sout hward to the _anersfie]i plain, Their villages , when
the whites first visited this part of California were numerous
and prosperous, and the territory claimed by the various tribes
spread cantinuously fran ome end ofthe area tothe other, The tribes were

KaweabD .
most numerous on the K@peh “elta *‘egion and on Kings River

and the ®an Joaquin. Food was abundant amd e asily procured

and the population was large. Sane of the ea ly settlers estimated that
at the time of their arrival the number of Indians in the Kaweah Delta
was at least five thousand. But this region early suffered
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the usual results of the coming of the whites--first the q Spainards and
Mexicans, soon af terward the “mericans. Not only were the fertile

val. ey lands taken possess on of , but t he rich harvest of &corns

of the valley oaks was coveted by the hog men, who in their greed were
not willing even to divide the crop with the ra tive inhabitants.

At the north end of Tulare lake two ar three tribes were rounded
up by the hog{ men and brutally herded and driven north during the
winter rains to the mountains northeast of where Fresno now
stands. Many fell by thé way and some who escaped were taken care of
OofPddd on their return. ‘his and other exploits help to explain the
almost c m plete extermination of the Tache, Natoonata amd several
other tribes,

But this isnot the place totell of the outrages committed

by the whitcs on these inoffensive people. f'e'c it sufficie
that events and incidents canected with the establishment snd
growth of Visalia on the Kaweah river and of the t owns on Kings
river led to the destruction of numerous tribes. Nebwrtheless
remmants of at least nine Yokut tribes still exist. The:e
beginning at the north, ares

1-Ohuk-chan'-cy, inhabiting the foothill countryb etween
Fresno “reek on the narth and San Joaquin Hiver on the south from
a 1little above ‘resno lat in the upper part of the
Iransition or Ponderosa pine belt down toths site of old Mille rton
near the lower edge of the UpperSgnoran or Digger pine belt,

2=-Pit-kah'=te (or Pjt-kah'=-che), on the south side of the
San Joaquin v@dd8gd below Millerton, dn the Lower Sonoran zone. Oply
a few left,

S-Kosh-sho'=o(or Gosh'=sho-0) con Dry Creek and Table mountain
in the upper Sonoran zone, Nearly extinct.

4-Cho-e~nim-ne, on Kings river at “outh ofMill Creek and the closely
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related “AcOEDAGADMAERE Cho-Ki'-min-ah of Squaw Valley, both in the
Upper Sonoran zone. O“'ly a few families left,

S5«"ik-tchum'-ne on Kaweah river near Limeklin or Lemon Cove
on the border between the Upper and lLower Sonoran zones.
6=Ta=-dum-ne, formerly on Kaweah river below Visalia, in the Lower
Sonoran zone.No nearly extincte.

7=No=too!-na-ta or Na=toon'-a-ta, formerly on Kings River north .
of Yulare Lake near the bA0 abandoned town of Kingston in the the
Lower Sonaran zome . Naarly extincte

8-T@i0d8dd Tah'-che, m <ulare lake in Lower “onoran zone. Only
a few left,

9~Yow'-el-am'=ne, farmerly on Bakersfield plain and t hence to
“ern lake in Low r fonaran zone, Only a few left,

the country of the faiutes , as ewery one nows, is the desert region
east of the Sierra.* he tribes of ‘aiute origin which invaded the
Sjerra and establibBhed themselves on the west slope are:

1-Nim on North Fark of Pan Joaquin and adjacent re,ion in the
Ponderosa pine or Transition zme. Called Pa=-go-ods by their relatives
the Hol'-ko-mah. *hese living in ®an Joaquin §anyon are called by
the Wuksache, Kash-a=woosh-ah.

2-Hol!~ko=mah or Hol=o-kom=mah, or Lfo-win-che'-ba on Sycamore
cresk and Big Creek north of Kings River in the Lower edge of the
Ponderosa pine belt ard upper edge of the IX gger ine,
borderland bewween upper Sonoran and lransition zones, There
issom® doubt as tothe proper name of t his tribe,

3=Fo-lco-he'=ba in Burrd valley, with me village over the
divide looking into the valley of “ycamare Creek in the upper part of
the Upper Zonoran or Ylgger pine belt. Only & few left,
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4=-Fm=-timt=bitch, in the valley o WMill Creek same miles south

of its junction with Kings Niver in lower e 1lf of Transition and
upper part of Upper ;Onoran ZOons s,
S5-Wuk-sa-che, in ©shom valley narth o Kaweah river, along the
border betwsen the Upper Sonoran and Tranition zones.

6=Pa~-kan-s=pul in valley of South fork of Kern river in the Upper
Sonoran zone. They also call themselves Te=bot-e-lot'-e-lay, meaning
pine nut eaters. lhe Yowslmanne call them Wah-lik-n.s=-se.

7wNew=oo=ah~ on Paiute Mountain and neighboring region fram Kelso
Breek on the nor th nearly to Tehachapi on the sauth in Upper Sonoran zone.
Thename of this tribe in the language of their nehghbors is Kow=a-sah or
Kah-wis'-sah,

L'eagraph:!.ca 11y the faiute tribes may be arranged in two groups
separated from each othar by a consilderable interval not inhabited by
Indians of the same stock. Thefirst or northernmost group comprises
five tribes scattered among the mountain valleys fram the region about
the North Fork of San Joaquin River south to £shom valley, namely Nim,
Hol-ko-mah, Ko=ko-he!-ba, Em-tim'=bitch and "uk-sa-che. #11 of
these are unquestiunably of Paiute origin,

""he secord group .ies much farther south in the valley of South Fork
of “ern and thence southerly over Faiute Mountain to the neighborhood
of Tehachapi and comprise: two tribes, the Pa=kan-e-pul on South Fork
of Mern am the “ew-00-ah, centering about Faiute Mountain. Lheir
re lations ar®e not certain.

4n e.amimation of the languages of the Yaiute tribes shows atonce that
theya re by no means equally related either to one another or to the
desert Indians fram whom they ariginally came. The five northern
tribes probably crossed the mountains in cmnpérativelyrecent times,
for their dialects differ only slightly from one another and
from that of the Petonsaquats or Owens Valley ‘aiutes. The two
southern tribes, if really of faiute arigin, must have invaded the
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the r egion in very ancient times for t heir tongues dif fer so widely fram
one another and fram the assumed parent stock that it is only by certain
common roots that their supposed affinites appear. In fact, apart from
the numerals the re semblances are very siight and 1t may
be possible that they indicate contact rather than relationship. Further
study of these Indimns is greatly needed. ‘heir reference to the Palute
stock in the present paper is only provisional,
Contrasting the distribution of Yokuts tribes coll ctively with that of
the five undoubted Paiute tribes of the s ame region, it appears that
the Yokut inhabit the hot Pan Joaquin v-alley, Lower Sonoran, and adjacent
foothills, Upper Sonoran, while the faiute tribes inhabit the cooler
Porderosa pine belt of the mountains, ‘ransition zone. Zxcepting
the Chukchanceys who have pushed a little way into the Ponderosa
pines, none of the YOkut tribes reach higher than the Digger pirs
belt and only three o them, “huk-chan'-cy, Kosh-sho-o ani Cho=ki-
min-ah, req h high enough to come with in this belt.

It would be convenient to s peak of the linguistic families or
stocks asnations as the Pa ute natiaon,the Yokut nation, and 8o
an, btu t such a designation wamld be incorrect for the reason
$hat nothing like political unity of the camponent tribes exists.

#g well known to ethnologists, the names of lingulstic stocks
often present difficulties, and the mames of tribes still
greater difficulties. In cases where Indians have a stock name far
themselves-—as the dese 't Paiute andShoshone; or & tribal name=--
as Wuksache, Yiktchumne, Chukchancy, --there is no trouble but in cases
where they Rave no tribal name and such cases are common, V arious ¢
complications &arise,

Many tribes speak of themselves &8s The People &and in nuwmer ous

instances their word for peopleims been sdopted by ethnologists and
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sometime s by themselves, iIn lieu of a tribal or stuck name,

Among the family names of this class are Midu, Muwa and Yokutj
among the tribal names are Nim and New-o0o0-ah,both meaning people=-
the first from neum or num , the la$from new-ah. In some cases
a locative or place mame is prefixed to the stock name to distinguish
the tribe--as Ahwanee/ Muwa , Chowchilla Muwa and so on. In the ease of
tribes having no defini e name for themselves, it is sametimes
practicable to use the name given them by another tribe--for e very
tribe is sure to have a name in the language of its neighvor,
Sych names are often based on points of the compass, meaning na th pesopie,
south people and s0 on,

"hile the Yokuts have no common or stock name for themselve s,
Yokdt be ing the ward meaning people in some ,but not all , of the tribeg,
every tribe has a fixed and definitetribal name, in the case of the
desert Palutes t e opposite condition mevaills for all the tribes use
t® stock name, whiie m ly a few have definitetribal names.

Similarly ,scveral of the Paiute tribes on the west slope of
the Sierra appear to lack distinctive names for themselves; hence the names
here ;iven for t hem are provisional and tentatiwe, '

‘he doubtful names are Nim, Holkoma, Pakanepul and possibly also

New-00=ah; the well established names are |
Kokoheba, FEm00aBdd Bpd0dbBaddh Emtimbitch , “uksache. Of these,
Kokohsba 1s a place name, the name of a village, which
has come to be applied to the tribe...C. Hart Merriam,



