G DOWE MeSUESTEE was born on & ferm in Litehfield,Few Rampshire,
80 veays ago this month,next oldest of & femily of four boys,sons of Henry
¥ingate end Ssrah(Jones)Metumesten. The lekuestens descended from one Willly
“etnesten who emigrated from Scotlsnd to Hedford,Hass.,in 1728 and two
vears later settled on & Litchfield,i.H.,farm of sbout 80 ecres,which extend
ed from the bank of the Merrimac river essterly fc Londonderry.sbout heldf
of the 1snd was covered with timber.The ferm work wes all done with oxen
when G.Dowe weg & bov,but his father elways kept & small horas used to
drive to the city, denchsster 1 miles north,or s#nshus 8 miles south.
Esch winter & portion of the timber was cut end hauled py the boys to the
river bapk,whence it wes floated down,on the spring flood waters,to Lowell
nasgs. ,to the saw mill.

Four Meluesten boys, G.Dowe's father,his brother Williem,snd Verpum and
Leroy l.lXelnesten,went around Cape Horm to Calif.in the gold rush of 1849,
ifter sn absence of fourteen years,Henry end William returned across khe
plaine to the plece of their birth,merried eand lived there the rest of
their lives. --Hesring much sbout the great West =nd the thrilling expe-
riences of hig father, G.Dowe,at the age of fifteen,decided to go to Celif-
With 57 4in his pockel,he had éarmﬁa cutting cordwood ,he strueck out 65 years
ago this month. He got as far &s puffalo,N. Y. ,#here he got & job in a Tifd
Farm lumber verd on the shore of Leke Erie,four miles out of Buffsloscarry
ing and piling lumber ten hours & day,for 75¢ & day. He had to welk eipht
miles & dav,es it cost 10¢ to ride on & tug bost,end he had but 9¢ & day
ieft after paying his boasrd. However,the time wes not useless,es he bought
o second hand shorthand book and giudisd it while walking,then on Sundsay he
went to church end whan the prsacher spoke any word he could write in short
hend he d4id so, end in sbout & year he mastered shorthapd,without e teacher
After 1% months,he was given & promotion,messuring and Vvallying lumber &t
$1.25 & day.Within three years hs wes foremen for the compsny 2t$18 g week,
apd a8 the Co.had three lumbser yards,they furnished & horse and buggy for
use in his work. it wes not long until be hed saved enough to meke another
start for Celif. He got & leave of sbsence for three monthe,gtopped off in
Denver asnd got a jdb &g & stenogrepher,and never went beck to Duffalo.

When gold was discovered at Cripple Creek,Colo. ,he went there to try
hig luck at mining.fhere wers several tents and a Tew shacks &t the foot

of Fike's Fesk,end he thought the gold rugh wes & feke.Bince then,however,

millions of dollars have bheen taken oult of there.Hg chanced to mest an
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0ld prospector there,nsmed Bob Crozier,snd went with him to Gold Hill,
where they did a2 lot ofrhard work,but got no gold. Then he went to Lead-
ville and on dowﬁ to aspen,then & thriving mining cemp. lisking up his mind
he wss not cut out for & miner,he bought & half interest in & steam laundry
in Aspen. He soon sold out at a good profit and went to Sen Francisco,where
he bought mechinery and again went into the stesam lsundry business.after 2%
years'herd work in this venture,bhe sold out and went to Salt Leke City,and
got in as clerk 6f the Board of Education. Uteh was still & territory.
Fﬂext he took a civil service examination and was appointed & stenographer
"4n the Interior Dept.,Washington,D.C.,and at once begen the study of law
at night.In three years he received the diploma from Pres.Grover CCleveland
conferring the degree LLB. The following year he received the degree LLM
from the hend of Pres,.lcKinley,ex officio president of the University,
took the bar examination and was admitted to practice law,in 1898.

He wented to get back to the Pacific Coast,so asked for & transfer in
government service,and was sent &s chief clerk to the Puyellup Indien Agen
cy,end from there as chief clerk at Fort Simcoe. 1n this position he went
to Toppenish every three months %o pey the Indians their lease money.

There was no town,but Frank Willisms(Toppenish Trading Co.)elways loaned
him & small teble and cheir,in the little building on the railroad right
of way,where the Indians were peid. He often said that if the gévernment
woul® ever ellow sny lend to be sold there,it was a logieal place for a town
in 1906 the opportunity ceme.”l was practicing law in Tecome at the tmme,
and put in e bid of $16,000.for the Robbins 80-scre allotment.l ceme over
to Ft.Simcoe at the opening of the bids,end found seversl other hopefuls
there ,who had put in bids;but my bid wes so much higher than the others,
they said:'Who is that man MeGuesten? he must be crazy to bid such & price
for that lend'" I stood it es longgss I could,then said:"1'm that crazy guy;
1 want the land,is why 1 bid so high;there ought to be & town et Toppenish'
1 hed all the Indiens buildings, fences,etc.,torn down,built a2 bridge across
a slough that ran through the farm,and proceeded to plat the land,conform
ing to the points of the compass,with a 100 foot street through the center
of the tract, naming it Toppenish Ave.
Some other men, H.lM.Gilbert,Frank Williems,L.M. Tyrrell,et &l.,had bough
a traet adjoining,half the size of mine,and proceeded to plet it conform-

ing to the Ry.right of way,which traveresed diagomslly through the tract.
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When I attemplted to get spprovel of my plat,a protest was flled with
the county commissioners{who &8 1 remember it were Den leDonald,Jsmes Stew
srt end Jim Lancasier),end my competitors sent for me o come over fto see
them,saying they wanted me to join with them &s one plat,calling it the
City of #Héppenish. This was agresable to me until informed they wanted us
211 to go in on egusl shares. »8 1L had itwice a5 much lend as they had, I
declined and said:"You fellows f£ils your plat ag the City of Toppenish and
1711 file mine as uctuesten's Toppenish Townsite®. after an &f@um@nﬁ bhe fore
the commissioners,they agreed to accept both plats,except that the other
plat would have to be changed so their streets would meet mins,snd added:

or adjoining

"You fellows must give half of the eonnactingﬁgﬁxe@ts,a&me ag MeGuesten
hes provided for". This accounts for the decided turn in Toppenish Ave.,
whiech will alweys be somewhat confusing. --Personelly, 1 feel especielly
friendly toward Toppenish,as 1 netted & profif oéiﬁﬁa,ﬁﬂﬁ.on that venture
in three years. Incidenteally,l might mention,we had no internal revenue
taxes those days,and bread wes & nickel 2 loaf,instesd of two bitts,

jictuesten says meny interesting end often funny things happren in the
Indisn service;thet while Ft.Simcoe in summer ie & very pretty plece, in
winter it is ¢uite desolate,and when he 1lived there so fer from any town,
with no trensportation except horses,the employes had to contrive their
own smusement. There were thousaends of wild horses on the rangs,end for
pastime he 2nd his sgsisiant,Chas.Hoblin,used to secstter & 1ittle hay on
the anow trailing the horses into the back ysrd,which was enclosed wikh a
high bosrd fence,then they would lasso the horses. One day & young Indian
gaid he would ride any horse,for & dollar,no mstter how wild it was,thai
could he corraled. Wher we had decoyed & bunch of horses into the yard
and pulled the gete shut,with a long rope atiached to it,we put up the
monsy expacting o Sse some fun; but the lsugh wes on us;when he had
1ss80ed the horss and got & hackmore on hig head,he jumped on him and
seid:"Cpen the geted" To our surprise the wild looking buckskin we had
picked out,was & well broke saddle horse.

The Agency FPhysician, Dr.Shock,hsd twin bove,12 years 01d,who were foud
of riding,fishing,ebtc.yne day they csme inbto the fort,beth on one horse,

one holding & big rattle snpske on the end of 2 long pole,and the other

with two bull snekes dengling from & pole on the other side of tThe horse.



When esked how they caught the snekes end what they were going fto do with
them, they replied,that they made sneres from hair pulled from the hor%&%
t8il and slipped the snerss,tied fo @ pole,over The snakes,and were golng
to put them inf® = pen and see 1f one raittle smeke could kill two bull
anskeg.ineh to their surprise,though,they found one bull sneke could kill
two rattle snekes. |

There were plenty of rattle snskes sround thers,and I was slways willing
to give them the right of way. I will never forget & hard trip I hed one
day,from Toppsnish te It.Simcoe,38 miles,on a bicyele.The roads were 80
had 1 had o walk much of the way; it was & hot dsy in August end I dmenk
from every irrigetion diteh L could see.When I got o the 2lloiment of Jee
stwire,alias White Swan,where the town of thet neme 18 now loested, 1 lay
down and drenk 811 the weter I could hold.,end upon srising observed atretel
gd out a few feet in front of me,s big rattle snake. I 4id not get thirsty
after thet 811 the way to the fort. 1 went with ﬁhé-ﬁgﬁnt,ﬁay‘zyneh,aavaral
times hunting phessants on the White Swen ranch. X

STARTLLG I[RRIGATION DITCH.

WmeH. Haedmen was the engineer when 1 was at Fi.3imeoe,and I went with
him to atart the pey-roll,when the irrigstion ditch was fo be dug, We
pitched our tent in & c¢lump of bushes,right near where the present paved
road crosses the canel,a 11ttle heyond the Follock siore, The land there
ig now improved with buildings esrnd & fine orcheard,and some of those same
pushes sre fine,big shade trees.-The Indiens dug the canal with theilr
horseg and SCr&pers.

Tnion Gap was then celled ¥ekime City,snd though meny years hefore 1t
hed been guite & town,it had dwindled to one amall gtore ,run by Hermean
Eempmeir,and 1 believe & 1ittle grist niil.

FIEST WHITE BalY 4T FT. SIHCOE.

in 1939,when I wes a mehber of the legislature from Yekima,i stopped
gt & hotel in Olympia,owned by Edwin H.Wright,then 78nysars of sge. He'
+01d me his father was the first school teacher at Ft.3imcoe,&nd thet he
wes the Ffirst white child born there. He left there at the age of ten years

v 80 1 invited him over to visit me the next

apd hed never been back then

summer &nd took him out to the plsce of his birth,when we found thet he ws
horn in the seme house occeupied by HeGussten and Roblin,when they lived

there and boarded in the school meszs,.



IMPROVING LANDS.

Shortly before World Wer One,l bought & number of farm buildings,
sold to clear the land for improving Fort Lewis,and shipped the lumber
to improve my farms in Yakima County.:Ybars before this time, I had =a
couple of 80-acre tracts at Nasbton,and shipped & carlosd of lumber there.
I prepaid the freight and billed the car to & man named Flower,who hed a
lumber yard there,intending to go over and be there when the lumber arriv-
ed,but was detained. ir.Flower put up & big protest,seying he did not buy
the lumber and didn't want it on his switch. Ted Howell,as 1 remember it,
was the Ry.agent there and said the freight had been paid to Lkiebton,end it
simply had to be switched off. --After 1 got.to Mabton and expleined khe
gituation to iir.Flower it was all right,and 1 heauled the lumber over %o my
land a2nd set carpenters to work.

Thought Mabton had bright prospects.

Those were busy days for labton,all the wheat from the Horse Heavan
country, erops from Green Valley and the Sunnyside section had to be
shipped from liasbton,and stages from Sunnyside met 211 trains, so I had
en idea that mabton would become & big eity. 1 bought three farms end
platted three a2dditions to liabton,thinking I would "meke a killing™p
something 1ike Toppenish,but sbout that time the Northern Pacific built
8 branok-1ine from below Prosser up through Sunnyside to near where Far-
ker is ﬁé; located ,which killed kabton "as dead as & door nail"for a long
time,”Bpwéﬁgr, 1 vacated the plats,had the land cleared and sseeded to al-
falfa,aﬁd’%old it asffarm land,so I ceme out about even on the undertaking.
Now,Mabtoﬁ;eeema tqihave taken a new start,and the prospects are brighter.

I sold the last of my land there,which I had owned about forty yeasrs, to

George Gannon,fité years ago,and am told it is now in hops.



FILIEG O HOMESTEAD.
¥hile at the Fuyalluy agency,e friend,R.H.Sone,snd I hed hesrd so much

about the good lands subject to homestead in Yekims County,we decided to
file. We werd shown a 1ot of lsnd by Harion Tustin,then living in Prosser,
but long since deceased. iir.Bone filed a ¢laim five miles H.W.of Frosaer,
end in @ couple of years the Sunnyside ecansl was extended scross it and he
moved over and lived there the rest of hia life. I filed & claim & domen
or fifteen miles south of Prosser in the Horse Heaven. 1%t was 211 Yekims
County at that time. I bought snother &00-scre tract,alsc had the homestesd
cleared,fenced and 100 acres of it seeded to wheat;built & smell house,
barn,etc. After Live consecutive years reieing wheat on BOC zeres,i barely
broke even, 80 guit in diszgust. Shortly sfter ¥r.C.H.Hinmsn beesme U.S.Lend
Commissioner,l relinguished my homestaad rights to r.T.d.Stoekdsle {now
living in Ellensburg)for $400.,feeling thet my homestesd rightd wes an
afflietion. They begen o assess the lends for "irrigation distriet”, but
being satisfied thst water would never be put on the land,i refused to pay
the assessments and let it go for texes. --Those were days when we had o
harvest the wheat with & team of 26 horses,snd when we got it to the reil-
read we received 68¢ 2 bushel. You could get sage brush land cleared for
& dollar an mere,end get it plowed for another dollar:but the fermers then
did not hel? plow the lend,skinning i1t just under the bunch grass roots,
apd we had to heul all the weter for house end livestock in ternks meny
mileg. Since then betier fsrming snd more moisture have produeed larger

crops, and I'm t0ld this seme land has 013 for $75.per acra.



LAW.
in

1 was active law practice in Tacoma for many years,during whieh time
I took a live interest in local matters, was a member of the Tecoms Boesrd
of Education, and in 1910 was elected to the state legislature,which was
my first aetivity in polities. 1 was chairmen of the committee on education
in the 1911 session and introduced the first teachers'retirement fund bill
ever introduced in this State. Before this time 1 took no interest in mat-
ters political. iy fether,my uncle for whom 1 was nsmed =nd practieally all
my relatives were Democrats,but 1 never agreed with them on such matters,
and think the first time I ever voted for a president was for Teddy Roose-
velt. However,after that one election I was elected Justice ofkthe Pesce
on the Democratic,Republican and Sociaslist tickets.We didn't ‘heve direct
primaries in those days,but you wrote in the names of cendidates for many
offices. 1 declined all,with appreciation. But 1 seemrﬁo have awskened to
the fact that & good citizen should teke an intqrast in political matters,
and 1 have served in both the house and in the sénate from Yskima County.

1 enjoyed my experience in the legislature,and was elected agein from
Pierce County. In 1916 Gov.Ernest Lister appointed me 2 member of the
State Board of Control,also of the Prison Board and of the Reformatory
Board.Three of us had supervisory control of the 12 state institutions,
hiring the superintendents and buying everything the institutions used,
including the construetion of new buildings.When my term was up 1 was re-
appointed to these boards,but before the expiration of that term,I resigned

and came back to Yaskime County,where I hed numerous ingerests in land in-

veatments.
MURDER TRIAL.

1 never liked criminal lsw and was never the attorney in but one mur-
der trial. Paul Leschi,grandson of the old Chief Leschi,of the Niscquallis,
was in jail scecused of murder,and sent for me. When I asked him what he
wanted he said:"1 want you to get me out of here”. When I asked what he
was there for he hesitated,but 1 mede it plain to him he must tell me the
whole truth if he wanted my help. He then explained that when the Inddans
were having a big celebration on the liisqualli reservetion,Ed.Jjack and
John Jim,both drunk,were fighting;that it was plein that Jeck was getting
the best of Jim,end that something had to be done to stop the fight or Jack

would kill Jim,so "1 grabbed & rail off the fence and hit Jack over the head



which killed him on the gpot".ls assured me he had no grudge sgeinst
gither of them,and thought he @aﬁ doing 2 kindness,but sdded:”I hit him
too hard”. Upon incuiry as to Lesghi”é character,l was told by his ﬁﬁ&ahﬁr‘
gt the Indian school and m&ny‘dth@r@,t@&t there was nothing meen ipwhﬁa
meke-up,snd the county commissioner told me thet Jeck was & good riddsnce;
that he was drunk most of the time, hsd pulled & gun on him,threstening to
i1l him, and meny indians teatifiad aceordingly. 1 knew of my own knowledge
he often beat up his wife &n& f&mily,ﬁﬁ 1 hed seen her when she a@ul&n‘t
gse,ss 8 result of his baatlng§&a i teld Leschi I would do &ll I could to
@l@&r him,but for him not to telk to snybody,except fto say "not guilty”
when brought before the &n@gﬂ.:i did not attempt Lo prove Leschi ﬁi@-n@t
k11l Jaek,but said that 1t was beyond guestion he 4id, and pxae&eﬁe&'ta
show he needed killing. The teamcher, peuaty commissionsr and m&mv Indians
testified in court. The Jjury wss oul hat a few nminuntes until th@y rendered
the verdict not guilty. -I knew Leschi hed no money end 1 never ex@aa%ad a
cent for my &exvieaa but the lndi&ﬁﬁ ware S0 pleéeasad o know thﬁt JRECK Was
out of the wey and Leschi clearsd ,they took up & collection amoag themsalms

snd sent me $B300.00.

FISHING RIGHTS OPF PRIEST RAPIDS IHDIANS,

From time immemorial,the Priest Rapids bend of Indiesng had taken fish
from the Columbia river,butl were srrested by state officiels and stopped
from doing so. Mr.@.voﬁcWhortéy,a genuine ,true friend of the In&iana,wha
gdopted him into the Yekima triﬁe as "Big Foot",cems to me =nd ssked thet I
try and get & law allowing bthess Indisns to continue fishing,seying they
wore - smell band of Indizus,without silotments or lands, had nGVQé been
dependent upon charity,were & quiet,yeacaable paople who managa& to eke out
an existence by working in hay\fiel&s,éigging potatoes,ete. ,and always se~
Vcﬁraﬁ,their winter'e supply of herries from the woodsg and fish from ﬁhe
Golumbia,@hieh they dried end used fci subgigternce,aend not for sele and he
felt it wes 2 crime to teke their fishing rights from them. I,therefore,
drew up 2 bill and intr%duce@\it in ths senzte,but it had "tough siedding"
until 1 ceme home and got Mr.deWhortsr to go o Olympie with me end appesr
before +the committees of boih house‘&na senate,then the bill wae passed
end put on the Goévernor's desk. ILmmedistely thers wes & big protest from
state officials who urged the Governor to veto 1%, I hed previcusly taken

the preczution to explain the situastion to Gov.Clerence Msrtin,who promised




me if the bill was psssed and ceme to him he would gign it. He 418 approve
it,and these Indisns have never since been molested.
40 MILL LIVIT LaW.

vme of the last acte I wes most interested in while stets senator was in
getting the 40-wmill tex limit pill submitted to the votere as en smendment
to the State Constitution. I had seversl times secured over BOO signers to
petitiona allowing the voiters to express their sentiments in elections, and
wag confident if it were submitted as & constitutionsl smendment it would
carry. 1t seemed almost impossible tc get bhoth houses to sgree to let the
question come before the voters £8 & constifutionsl amendment. However, it
was Tinally agreed %0 let the people vete on 1t and it cerried by en over-

whelming vote.
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HUWTING FOEK LAND.

Early in life 1 made up my mind that the best investment one could
meke was in land. After congress passed laws allowing the sale of de-
ceased Indisns'allotments on the Yakima reservation,l went to Toppenish,
rented 2 team from C.H.lewell,who hed & small hotel and livery stable on
the R.R.right of way,and with a 1list of lands for sele and & good map, I
sterted out. Before leaving,though,I said:"low Charlie,give me & gen%la
team and & wagon with good brakes,as 1'm going alone and will want to leawe
the team,with reins tied back and brskes set,so I can read the figures,eta
designating the allotments.”™ L have no doubt bﬁt that he honestly thought
he hed done so,but unfortunately his man who hitched up for me,left the

tugs too slack.
There were 8lmost no roads and very few fences on the res-

ervation,and the corners of all allotments were plainly marked,so with a
good map,one could drive across the sage brush in eny direction and find

glmost any allotment We was hunting. However,when I wes out about 26 miles,
driving over some very rough ground, the wagon tongue dropped down and stuck
in the earth. --When 1 crawled out from under the wreckage ,badly stunned, .
the last 1 ever saw of those horses was with their tails high iﬁ the air,
running &t full speed,2 ha}f or 3/4 of & mile from me. The result waes 1
failed to find any lend I was looking for,but had a most disesgreeable welk
back to Toppenish. --iir.Newell put an Ad.in the papers,offering a reward
for the return of his h&ises and wagon, and the following week 2n Indien
csme in with them and got his reward of $10. That doesen't seem like much
and other expenses of the trip
money,but when 1 had paid fthet and repeirs to the harness and wagon,l was

a hundred dollars out of pocket,without putting in any bid on land.




One time on & bike from Toppenish to Fort Simcoe was enough,After that
“1 took the stage from North Yekime."The ptege"was & single- seeted one horse
- buggy,driven By & #r.Perkins,who waé;félated %o the Ferkins fe milv massacred
by the Indiene in early days.His wifeétaughtféchool at the fort«and he had
the contrect to cerry the mail making three trips & week.Two passnngers
could crowd into the seat and the mail bag was put under the seat If more
V\thon two passéngers were on hgnd to go,¥r.Perkins had arrengementsqwith the

- 1iveryman,who 1 believe was Mi;Barnet,féthar of our present Judge Dolph Bar

netti 0 use & wagon with two seaté end two horses.
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ICDGE APFILIATICHS.
I'have been & member of the ¥esonic Lodge 49 yeers,snd heve token every
degres except the 3%rd; have life certificates in the 3lue Lodgs, 8&#1&9@

Enights T@mplar and Hoyal Arch xﬁwen% and have filled meny offices in m&s%

dome for over & dogen years. The Pirst Mesonic home in this State wasg locate
ad an.the Hetunesten farm in ?ny&lluy,hdgﬁieaﬁeﬁ Feb.12 1912, im &lmo gzmam—

her of the Yekime IPiousers AsSs'n.end %@pﬁt@x Grange &t Hachesg. Wag & mambey

of ﬁ@% Hill Grenge 26 years,snd Yast Master, also Fast iester of the 0.BE.S.

and Order of smsrenth.

i got gick five years ago,and guit about averyihing:sold a&ll the real
agtate we had,inelnding ouy home on Tieton Drive but retained a cabin &t
Eimrock,vhere we have spent 20 gummﬂrs'&ﬁd four winters. I hought %ﬁ@ erypts
in & meusoleum,snd the last time 1 returned from the 1egisla%uya,th0ughﬁ i
would scorn occupy one of tham,bu% ﬁ@W I plan to let iv stey vecant = long
time,s88 I much prefer o live at 924 So.26%th 4Ave.,in Yekims, end never felt
better in my 1ife than i &o now st the sge of 80 years.

@g friend,Joe Aleorn,snd 1 are now feking & frip as for south as MHexico
ﬁn& expget to visit & brother mf*ﬁﬁn&'&an&n Antonio,Texsg,whom I hEVe seen
vut onee during the past 65 years,-snd alsc expect to visit oux youngest
dsughter,Bmwy Lou Terrsll, et Alhuguerque, New Mexico,arnd elsco visilt my
voungeet brother,Devid,in Burbenk,Californis, We plen to return home in

April. "

Fhmil¥
G.Dows meoimesten married Mabel LaFPlante,only dsughter of Jdoseph La
Plsnts ,who many yesrs ago was foremen for the xoXee Lard Co..but later
vook-keeper for Kzra eeker several yeers,and finally City Clerk of ruyel-
'1up 1% consecntive terms until his death,which ccourrsd 26 yesrs agod a% the

%“wueaten home in Yakims. Motuestens have thrse children snd three grand-

children: kosemary(urs.Scot Splrﬁ)bewitlgl%émy Lou Terrell,albuguercne,f.i.,

and Jos. W:mg&te Bewynesten,now sttending the Upiverslty 1n.weatt1s and who
" served two vesrs in World Wer Il.Bis wife wes ¥iss Jueniite Brown,of Yakims.
and thevy have & B-year 0ld son.doe wWill graduste from the U.in June.

wrs.Hevnesten 18 not going on the trip with her hushand snd Joe Asleorn,

ag ghe diglikes such long sutomobile trips.
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