EL

Natlons used to lett him sett out of doors like
women; 1f the Five Nations still make him a women
they must; but what is the reason the Governor
makes him a women?

Governor Morris replied

that he held Councils on a hill, has no Secrets,
never alts in swamps, but speaks his mind openly
to the world; . . . the Six Nations mey be wrong;
they are not under his Direction; and therefore he
1s not answerable for thelr conduct, if they have
not treated the Delewares as men. Jl

The struggle was not resolved for some time. In fact,
a8 long as the war between the French and English was still in
doubt, the Delawareg continued to seek their independence from
Iroquols domination., At an Easton Conference two years later,
Croghan wrote to Sir William Johnson

I have a bad opinion of this Treaty ye Indians

are much Divided and Jelious of Hach other, ¥ye Muncys
& Mohickenders Displise Teadyuscung as Well as ye Six
Nations and ye Quaker party heer I faer will Indeavour
to Supert him if So ye Six Nations will be much Dis-
plesd with us and Indeed they are unready Jelous of
itt. L2
Just a month earlier, Post had witnessed the humbling of an
0ld Cnondago at the forks of the Ohio who had claimed that, as

a member of the Six Nations, the Ohlo was "his own ground."

Ylyinutes of Easton Conference, "Fryday," July 30,
1756. C.R., VII, 217.

b2yil11iam Johnson Papers, III, 4. September 26.
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A Delaware, proclaiming the same feeling of independence that
Teedyuscung represented in the East, sald of thls Onondago
"he endeavours to frighten us, by faying this ground is his;
he dreamg," and sald to him "You endeavoured to frighten us;

but know, we are now men, and not fo eafily frightened."u3

Among both the whites and the Indians the organizations
which had transacted most of the official business between the
races disintegrated or were at least badly shaken under the
shocks of war. While those colonists who sought to pacify the
Indians by coming to terms with them, as between equals, were
struggling under the difficultles which cropped up at their
treaty conferences, those who believed in pacification by mili-
tary force had more immediste success.

The achievements of the Imperial Government and armies
were not entirely due to feats of arms. Hconomics and diplo-
macy played as large a part in their activities as it did in
the plans of the persuaders snd pacifists who were bungling
their way through the Easton Conferences; with this difference,
however, that the government and'@ilitary did not conceive of
the Indlan tribes as thei; equals, Any concessions they made
to Indlan needs or demands were only temporary means of
detaching them from the Prench, but the ultimate alm was to

eliminate all competitive powers, French or Indian, and then

U3post s Journal for August 24 and 25, 1758, in
Thwaites, Travels, I, pp. 201=03,
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to dictate peace terms.

One of the strongest a;da to the English wes the
scarclty of Frenqh trade goods. They had generally been of
inferior qua;ity, higher cost, and fewer than thelr English
counterparts, but during the war tbis condition was aggravated
by the British control of the seas, which cut off Canada. In
1758 Johnson explained that the Indians were not supporting
the French because the latter had ". . . neither provisions nor
Presents to give them, "hb

During the summer of 1758 General Forbes marchgd from
the settled part of the province towards FPt. Dusquesne, estab-
lishing a firm base for his operations at Ft. Bed®r:d. An
advance guard whiqh prematurely spproached the forks of the
Ohio was defeated,.but after this the Indian support for the
French melted away, end presently so did thé French themselves.
On November 18, 175% the ailing general was carried into the
smoking and dsserted ruins of Ft. Duquesne, which the French
had blown up and fired durling the night, and then abandoned
upon the imminent approach of the overwhelming British force.

When the superior power of the English became spparent,
the Indians went over to them. "The French," they told the

government, "they were but as & handful of Corn, quite in yr

uMWIlliam Johnson Papers, III, 271l.
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power.“h5 Their excuses were llke those given to Sir William
Johnson by the Iroquols when they assured him that they would
no longer dally with the French. They said

_ We own we have been loft or drunk theie feveral

years palt ia not listening to you . . . You acquain-

ted us fome time ago of the deligns of the French in

encroaching upon our bhunting-grounds, and advifed us

to be upon our guard againft them, or otherwife they:

would conme and difpoffefs and deftroy us all; it leems

to us now that they hdéd blinded our eyes, and it is

plain to us as the fun that rifes in the morning,

that they had it in view. L6

Viewed ip_b;stopical_perspective, it may seém apparent

that the Erencn navgr_had'gny chanqe of‘reconquaring the upper
Ohio Valley. It did not seem so apparent to the scattered
English and colonial forces garrigoning‘the erea during 1759.
There were Indian raids and continuous alarms that "... . the
French and their Indians will attack Fort Duquesne [recte
Fort Pitt, which was bullt by the English 2 short distance
from the femgins of Ft. Duquesne] as soon as the river is
clear of ;ce,"u7‘or that ". . . they will be here in One month,

Perhaps in less . . . Come Immediately with a great many men,

“EDanielis Report at Easton Conference, recorded in
Richard Peter's Journal for October 2, in the Historical
Society of Pennsylvania,.quoted in Wallace, Weiser, p. 528.

'uéspeech of Cansghquayefon, December 26, 1755, Account
of Conferences, p. 6. ‘

'hTLetter from Governor Denny %o General Amherst,
March 3, 1759. C.R., VIII, 28i.
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otherwise these willl be the 133F words we shall speak, for
both you and we shall be killed."48 4 concerted attack on
Fort Ligonier on July 6 was thought to indicate a heavier
attack impending on Fort‘Pitt,ﬁg and, ;n fact, the French_wgre
preparing to invade Allegania. It was only news that "e v o 8
great army of English and Sir wWm. Johnson, with the Six NP8 &
& great number of other Indians, were on their mgrqh”to attack
Niegara"; which caused the French commander to ". . . lay by
thoughts of going down the river [the Allegheny to Fort Pitt]
t11ll he had drove the English from Niagara," thereby diverting
his forces and his Indian All;ea,so

- To make matters worse,’General Forbeslwas seriously
14l apd unaple to take the many necessary steps to atrengthen
his conquest. The_ladiansraaid that ﬂthey are acquainted the
General is Sick; Is there no Body else to do the King's
quiness?“E; There was not, and the General continued ". . .

in a languishing Condition," until his death on March 11 in

usupeech of ‘Six Nations Chiefs at Fort Pitt, January
6 1759, 'C.R., VIII, 295, Sée alsd lettéer of Célonel Mercer
o Governor_Denny,'January 8, 1759. ¢&.R., VIII, 292.

theport of Adasm Stephén to General Stanwilx, July 7,

goLetter from Crbghaﬁ at Pittsburgh to Governor Denny,
July 15, 1759. PE.A., Ser. 1, III, 671-72.

'Slﬁeport'df Andfew Montour to Secretary Peters,
February 20, 1759. C.R., VIII, 270.



99

Philadelphia. 52 | -
 Consldering all the factors which made the Britilsh
advanee into and occupation of the upper Ohio country tenuous,
it is not surprising that the Imperial Government an@ its
nilitary commanders courted the favor of the Indlans. General
Forbes pald far more attention to Indign affairs than did'
Braddpck,53 and his commsnder-inechief, Ceneral Amherst, was
most solicitous of the Indians during the entlre period that
the English werpﬂgradua}ly occupylng the more distant French
wildernesa ppsts. As 1ate_as_l761 he wrgte a general letter

which was read at Plttsburgh and Detroit.

Bretheren, Kings, Captaeins and Warriors of Many
Nations . « . I do assure all the Indian Nations,
that his Majesty has not sent me to deprive any of
you of your Lands and Property; . . .

I mean not to teke away any of your Lands, But
as the necesslty of his Majesty's Service obliges me
to take Post, and bulld Forts in some parts of your
Country to protect our Trade with you, and prevent
the Enemy from taking poésseasion of your Lands, and
hurting both you and us, as you are sénsible, that if
we do not builld Forts the French will. 'In that case
I assure you, that no part whatever of your Lands
Joining the sald Forts shall be taken from you, nor
any of our People be permitted %o Hunt or Settle upon
them; but they shall remain your absolute Property,
and I will even promise you some Presents, as a cone
sideration for the Lands where such Forts and Trading

SaLetter Trom Governor Denny to General Amheprst,
Marc¢h 3, 1759. C.R., VIII, 28h Also see P.A.;, Ser. 1, III,
579, fn.

53Volweiler, croghan, Pp. 136=-37.
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Houses are or mey be built wpon, . . . B5h

Such éesurances were mqreleffect;ve, however,_when combined
with a show of force and with the economic need of the Indians
fur trade. Colonel Mercer wrote to Secretafy Peters from
Pittsburgh on Mareh 18, 1759, that despite the danger from the

French and their Indians from acroés the Great Lakes,

We have nothing to fear, 1n my Opinion, and as
little to Loose from the Delawares, they chuse to'lye
by and wait the Event of this Summer's Cempaign; . . .

As soon ag an Armmy marches up superior to the
Prench force on the Lakes, you will have the chiefs of
these Ohio Indiens and many Men go to treat at Phila-
delphia. The Safety of theéir Families will induce them
to Wait for our first taking Vigorous measures. 55

Moreover, the Indlans themselves stated very clearly

what they wanted,

We desire that you nmay forget all that is past,
and we assure you we &re resolved never to Break the
Peace now Seéttled between you and Us, '

Brethren, we beg you will considér our wants, &
gend someé of your Traderrs amongst us,

"« « « the Delawares, will Coaduct our Bretheren
the, [sic] Traders, to our Towns, you may be assured
we will take great care of them and bring them safe
home., 56 - :

5h"MesSagﬁ'of General Amherst to the Indians, 1761"
"Given under my Hend and Seal of Arm8, at Hesd Quarters, at
Fort George, in the City of New York; this twenty éevén%h'aa#'
of "April, one thousaitd sevén hundréd and sixty," P:A., Ser. 1,
IV, 49. But see P.A., Ser. 1, IILI, 7h5=46, dated 1760,

55¢.R., VIII, 310-11.

563peeth of Tightwée Chief at Fort Pitt Conference,
August 2’ 1760- Eoé‘., Ser. 1, III’ 751-52-
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it was to meet such requests and needs, as well as to regulate
the bghavior of traders, that the Assembly passed an act in
April, 1758, which established a systen of trading posts éwned
and operated by the'proyince and_regulate@ for the Benéfit of
thelIndian§.57 _Eowgvéyf priqeg‘were.high, anq gooﬁs were hapd
ﬁo_prchref _Repgatedly{ observersion tpe‘frqntier,_or Indiays
themsélves, stressed the importangg_pf supplying trade gpo@s,
As long as the ngnch.werg atill present this need was greatly
increased. Andrew Montour warned that P._._t the Indians, ir
kept any Longer in this Sta?e”of uncertaipty,_will_bg con-
gtpained to join the Frengh, which theyAhave no mind;to do,
REL Colonel Mercer sald "there is a great Demand for
Indian Goods. 1 navg_pefused great Quantit;es,of_Sk;ns and
Furg; a falr Trade Cannot be too soon begun,"59 and sgain,
you will discover in Shinges? speech his attention to
the Interests of Trade; every part of his Conduct
here ie of ga Picgce; the Indians are surprized, and so
must everyone be that offer repeated Promisss of proper
Assortments of Goods, belrig sent to barter with them .

on the Government's account, noéns have vet appeared.
+ +» « Course Goods will not do; such things as the

5TM. Carsy and"J: Bloren, Laws of the Commonwealth of
Pemnsylvania, . . . 1803, I, 343. “Herearter Laws of Pa.

58Report of Montour to Secretary Peters, February 20,
1759. GC.R., VIII, 270.

ZILottor to Governor Denny, Jamuary 8, 1759. G.R.,
VIII, 292.

o
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Indians formerly have dealt in must now be more Showey
and of the finest Sort. The Price they don't Value,
go they find it much the Same down the Country. 60

Except for the shortage of goods, the Indians were
pleased with the English attention and favors, and to find that

our young Men, who wére sent , . . with Speeches . . .
were kindly received, & brought Bdck answers which
were agreeable to our Natloms. . . .

Brethrén, ever since you drove the French from
this peace, we have heard from the Indiahs of all
Natioris who cate t6 Visit you, how kindly you have
Treated them; .+ . . Your behaviour since you came
here has galned the Hearts of all the Indians, for
you has dispersed the Dark Clouds which Hung over our
Heads, & Proclaim'd Peace thro! this whole Land, You
have given us fresh Spirite, our Women & Childrén
loock pleasant, all our Countenances are Changed. 61

~ Behind the messggesvof‘brqtherhapdrand peace, howaver,
there was'profound nisunderstanding snd suspiclon. The Indians
wondered why they received peace méssages at the same time

thelr land was invaded by General Forbes' army.

- Brother, thls is what makes us jealous, and we
do not know what to think of it: if you had brought
the news of peace before your army had begun to march,
it would have caused a great deal more good. We do
not fo readily believe you, becaufe a great many great
men and tr&dafS'h&ve'tdld'ns, long ‘before the war, that
you and the French intended to join and cut all the
Indians off,

60L0tber b0 Secretary Peters, March 18, 1759, g_g
VIII, 310.

6lspeesh of Tightwse Chief at Fort Pitt Conference,
August 2, 1760, P.A., Ser. 1, III, 751.

62Answer of Shingas and Delaware’ Chlefs to Post on
September L, 1758. Thwaites, Travels, I, 221.
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In fact, they wondered why the ccntendinglEuropean ferongwere
there at‘all.” "It is plain tbat you white people are the caufle
of this war; who do not you and the French fight in the old
country, and on the Sea? Why do you come to flght on our land?
This makeslevery body believe, you went to tLake the land from
us by Toren,and Settle it."63_

They feared that having once occupied the Ohio country,
the Britigh wguld never leave, and so they asked General
Fo:bea, " . e In'a moft Toft and loving manner, to go back
over the mountain, and to ftay theye; for, if you will do
that I wil; ufe 1t for an argument, to argue with other nations
of Indians.“éh So deep_sgatgd was the Indian suspicion of the

aims of the British government that they warned them

that all the nations had jolntly agreed to defend their
hun ing place at Alleghenny, and fuffer nobody to lettle
there; and as thele Indians are very much inclined to
the Englifh interelt, 70 he begged us very much to tell
the Governor; General, and &ll other people not to
Tettle there. And if the Englifh would draw back over
the mountain, they would get all the other nations into
their intereft, but if they ftaid and fettled there, all
the nations would be againft them; and he was afraid 1t
would be a great war, and never come to a peace. 65

633peech 6f Shingas and Delaware Chiefs to Post on
September 1, 1758. Thwaites, Travels, I, 213.

6“K1ng Beaver's Speech to (Géneral Forbés (to be con=-
veyed by Post) on November 28, 1756. Thwaites, Traveis, I,
274 «

' 65Speech of Ketiufhund to Post, November 29, 1758.
Thwaltes, Travels, I, 278.
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The Eastern Delawares even threatened Sir William Johnson that
they would take action, if_tﬁp_white men didn't uphold their

promises tc exchange prlsoners,

iTis true brother, as you lay, we are not at our
own commaend, But under the direction of the "ix
naetions; . . . Wwe are muéch obliged to you, brother,
that you tell us to ftop, . . -

But, brother, Johnson, fome of our young men, a
few days dgo6, went out againft the Englifh; we can't
help it, . . . Now, brother, you mult take care of
your fide too; many of our people are now captives
among the Englifh, we muft fee every one of them return
ageln, or elfe 1t will not be well. We fhall walt two
months to ee whether our captives are given up, and
if we don't fee them then, we don't know whet we Thall
do; when we "ee our people again, then we Thall con-
trive to maeske up the matter [the reafon of the guarrel
between us and our brethren the Englifh"] and fettle
affairs, and not till then. 66

Thg Indlans did not know the plans of the Imperial
Government, which did not at this time contemplate acquiring
any more of their territory, nor did they understand the many
pollitical pressures which made white pollicy fluctuate, such
as the animoslity between the proprietary gqvernment.and the
coloniel party In the assembly. They were, however, all too
aware of the results of these fluctuat;ons; Over and over

the speecbes_of ;ndians contalned the sppeal that the white

men should ". . . hold fast what you have begun, and be strong."

66Letter of Délawareés to Johnson; In Rev. Hawley's -
letter of December 27, 1755. Account of Conferences, p. 13.
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"Now, brethren, you know our‘hearts,'and what we have td fay;

be strohg;" "Now we desire you to be strong;"67

then he [Teedyuséung] repeated the Dslawsre word
"Whish Shicksy" . . . with great Earnestness and in
a very Pathetlck Tone. Mr. Welser, who knew the
word to have a very extensive & Torc¢ible sense,
desired the Interpreter to ask him what he meant by
"Whish Shicksy"™ on this particulsar Occasion, and-
Explained himself in the following manner ", , ,
Whish Shicksy, be Btrong; look round you; . . . be
sure perform every Promise you have made us in -
Partlcular, do not Pinch matters neither with us nor
other Indiens; . . . what you do, Do Quickly; the
times are Dangerous, they will not admit of Delay;
Whish Shiksy (sic], do 1t Effectually, and with all
Possible Digpatch.” 68

The particular sense of the phrase might change, but its gen~
eral meaning is clear. The Indian 1s telling the white man to

keep hls word, because he does not believe the white man will,

67Speeches to Post, in Thwaltes, Travels, I. Speech
of Kuckqueteckton (White Eyes) and Killbuck, Delaware Chiefs,
on August 27, 1758, p. 211, ' '
Speech of Delaware George on September 2, 1758,
pt 220- . A =
Speech of King Beaver on November 29, 1758, p. 277.

68Minutes‘of Eustoh Conference, July 28, 1756. C.R.,
VII, 209.  Charles Thomson, "A prominent Philadélphia Quaker"
(Thwaltes, Travels, I, 182) sppends the following to the three
previous usés of the phrasé: ' - '
P. 211, "Thdt 1s, go on fteadily with this good work
of ef'tablifing a peace-" ' ‘ ' ' i g
'~ p. 220, "The indlan word, that is tranflated, be
ftrong, o often répeated, is &n exvrefion they ufe to Ipirit
up perfons, who héve underiteken fome difficult task, as to 1ift,
or move, a great weight, or execute o difficult enterprise;
nearly equivalent ?o our word, 'courfipel, courfgel" ' ‘
' P 277, "The word, wifhickl'y, translated, be strong,
is of a very extenflve llgnlification, bs Itrong, be Tteady. -
purfue to effect what you have begun &c," :
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The Indian had in mind the frontler settler, who did
not heed the Imperial or provincial government's promises, and
the tpaders, many of whom cheated the Indians any way they
could, as well as the apparently indecisive govermments. Viewed
from the Indien side of the frontier, all white men were re- .
sponsible for the acts of thelr compatriots, which is no 1333
reasgonable than the mirrof opposite belief of mosthhites. In

+ and

1
\

& gense, thils total lagk qf @rugt‘in the riva; rec
lumping together of i1ts members, was as realistic ?or the
immediate contact situation as the more 'enlighten;d' attitude
of the responsible leaders on both sides was for tgeir diplo~-
macy.

There were some other Indlen reasons why the peace
maneuvering of the French and Indien War ultimately collapsed
in 1763.‘ One wes that they always tried to arrange negoti-
ations in such a way that the prestige of thelr tribe would
not suffer in the‘competitive tribel world in which they still
lived. Therefore, they would not treat for peace unless they
could meke it seem that was the English who were suing for
peace, not the Indlans. Thqy_wpulq walt until they could tell
the commissioners that peace was ". . . sought by the Englifh:
you have talked of peace: you are sorry‘fgr_tpe war: you

have digged up the peace that was buried, . . %9 And another

-89Charies Thomson's note on Speech of Delaware Geforge
to Post, September 2, 1758, Thwaites, Travels, I, 218.



107

was bthat they were stlill a proud, unhumbled, people. They
might feel uncomfortable when dealing with the‘white man, but
among themselves there was still no doubt of their own superi-

ority.

There is not a prouder or a more high minded
people in themselves, than the Indiens. They think
themfélves the wifef't and prudentelt men in the
world; and that they can over-powér both the French
end the Engllfh when they pleale . . . -

The TngIans are a people full of jealousy, and
will not eafily truf't any body; and they are eallly
effronted, and brought intec Jealouly; then afterwards
they will have nothing et all to do with thole they
Tfufpect; and it is not brought Ic ealy out of their
minds; they keep it to thelr graves, and leave the
Teed of it in their children and grand children's minds;
fo, if they can, they will revenge themlelves for every
imagined injury. They are a very diftruftful people.
Through theilr imagination and reason they think them-
Tfelves a thoufand times {tronger than all other people.70

All this Indian suspiclon, understanding and misunder-
standing, pride and jealousy, was bound to show up when they
were despised by the white men. They knew Just enough about
their own position in therrélqtionship in white men's eyes to
resent it deéply. Teedyuscung expressed 1t thus:

Bargalns or [are] Bargains, and we Stand by them

tho! we should have had even only pipes, which will
be brock to-morrow for Some of our land, but we think

we Should not be Il1ll used on this account by those very
people who now enjoy the fruit of our lands, nor be

"70Post at the end of his first Journal. Thwailtes,
Travels, I, 230=31.
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Called fooles for it, the Indians are not such fooles
as not to bear this in their minds. 71

The western Delawares on the Ohlo, and Alleghenny, were also

aware of this.

Look now, my Brother the white people think we
have no brains in our heads; but that they are great
and bilg, and thet makes them make war with us; we are
but a little handful to what you are; but remember,
wheéen you look for a wlld turkey you cennot always find
1t, it is o 1little it hides 1tfelf under the bushes:
and when you hunt for a rattle I"nake, you cannot find
i1t; and perhaps it will bite you before you fee it. 72
The Indlans were not muc h mistaken in their belief
that they were deépised by the white men, but they did not
understand that this was connected with the white man's belief
that it was the Indiag wbq was faithless. ~As Colcnel Mercer
sald at Fort Pitt: ". . . these Scoundrels come in Shoals
every Day, to live upon us, pretending the utmost friendship."73
"._. « the young Villains who have swilled so much of our Blood,
« o o have still some French Poison lurking in thelr Veins,

that might perhaps break out at a Convenient 01:»p<::x't\.1ni1:5r.."ﬂ’r

71"Remarks on an Indian Confersence Held at Easton in
Nov'. 1756." PE.A., Ser. 1, III, 39.

'72speecn of Shingas, King Beaver, Delawaré George, etc.
to Post, September 1, 17%8,7 Thwaites, Travels, I, 230-31.

"T3Letter from Colonel Mercer to Governor Denny, January
8, 1759. GC.R., VIII, 292.

Thretter from Colonel Mércer to Secretary Peters,
March 1, 1759. C.R., VIII, 305.
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Not only did most Anglo-Americens think the Indians were not
to be trusted, they held a very low opinion of their polltical
and military power, at least after the passing of the French
menace no lenger made Indlian allience necessary. "We can now
talk to ocur new allies in a proper Stile, as their Services
are not Necessary, thé‘ the Consistency of our Plan In bringing
them entirely over to the British Interest, ought to be pre-
served by treating them with great kindness, but suffering none
of their insults."7>

It was at this point, when thg Frengh had been defeated
end Canada surrendered on September 8, 1760, that the British
military conmanders adopted a new policy with regard to the
Indians. General Amherst‘s instructions to Sir Williem Johnson,
outlining the new approach, show also the white man's scorn for
the natives. "You are sensible how averse I am," he wrote, "to
purchasling the good behavior of_tne Indians, by presents, the
more they_get the more they ask, and yet are never satisfied."76
And later, he threatened that if they did not ". . . adhere
firmly to His Majesty's interest . . . they Must not only Expect

the Severest Retaliation, but an Entire Destruction of all their

_ 75Letter from Colonel Mercer to Gbverndr Dehany; August
12, 1759. GC:iR:, VIII, 394:

T6retter from General Amherst to Johnson, 1761. wiiiiam
Johnson Papers, III, <20.
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Nations, for I em fairly Resolved, Whenever they give me an
Occasion, to Hxbirpate them Root and branch . . 2T pecor-
dingly, the Indians were told:
We do not offer Peace to the Indians thro' any
spprehensions of their Power joined to the French, for
we have this last year deéfeated their United Forces in
different places; but . . . We . . . out of pitty to
them, and from the Remembrance of our Antient Friend-
ship are now willing end ready to renew our former
friendship. . . ." 78
Amherst knew that the Indians needed goods, but he hoped that
"when the Intended Trade is once Established they will be able
to supply themselves . 79
So the first act in the tragedy cof errors that extended
from 1754 to 1764 was complete. Those who advocated military
force had won, in the sense that they had driven the French
out, and could now dictate terms to the Indians, but they had
compronised their position by flattering the Indians and sub-
sidizing them heavily to win them over from the French. So

thelir new_policy, while perfectly consistent with their ulti-

mate aims, seemed to the Indlans like betrayal. Thls was

TLetter from General Amherst to Johnson, 1761, William
Johnson Papers, Il1I, 520, A

783peecn of Colonel Mercer to Delawares at Fort Pitt,
February 26, 1759. C.R., VIII, 308.

T9Letter from General Amherst to Johnson, William
Jobnson Papers, III, 345.
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aggravated by the influence of the paciflsts who had treated
the Indlans all along as i1f they were lndependent.

Agein, the Indians did not know the politlcal pressures
which forced the British Army and Imperial Government to econo-
mize after the enormous expenses §f the Seven Years War, and so
they could not understand that they were supposed to ". . . llve
by their Hunting, & not think that they are always to be
receiving Presents."so The Indlans could only see that they
were being mistreated, since the gifts had stopped, and trade
had not yet succeasfully resumed. The lack of the gifts upon
which they had come to depend was particularly galllng, as
contrasted with the way the French had treated them (in a com-
petitive situation, to beuagre). Coghan wrote to Johnson that
the Indians asked him ", . . ye Reason why we always was
Calling them to Council During ye War & glveing them presents
& now take No Notice of them. They say ye French was but a
poor people butt they allways cloathed any Indians that was
poor or Naked when they come to see themo"sl There were other
aspects of the difference between Eﬁglisn and French policy,

especially as the Indian saw the latter in the dlistance and

8OMessage of General Robert Monckton, Amherst's Second
in Command, to Colonel Bouquet; April 5, 1761, From Bouquet
Papera, Additional Manuscripts, 21638:205, quoted in Downes,
Council Fires, p. 106.

BlLetter from Croghan to Johnson, May 10, 1762, Williarw
Johnson Papers, III, 733. ==
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forgot its disadvantages, which were uncomplimentary to the
English. The French psd had one great advantage in their
dealings with Indlans, which was thet they never tried to dis-
possess them, as the English colonist had to so he qould '
farm.82 This complementary pattern of infiltration, rather
than supplementary pattern of se?tlement, had placed the
Indlan on the horns of a dilemma. He had to choose between
the fur trade items which he needed‘to live and which were
better and cheaper at English posts, gnd his land which became
even more necessary for his 'fur-fam,' and for livelihood
itself, as it dwindled, andrwhich the French did not threaten.
The French seem to have been aware of the superiority of their
Indian relstions and to have encouraged, even at their own
apparent expense, such praotibes as kept the friendship of the
Indians. A young Frenchman who took part in the Ohio campaign
afterwards recorded the success of this pollicy at the same time
as he expressed the average French-Canadian's resentment against
his government's favoritism.
In this country it has always been thought a bad
policy to punish a Frenchman who uses violence against
- the savages, whereas savages can maltredt and even

kill a Frenchman with impunity, incurring no more than
a reprimand.

BzThis had been apparent for several generations, e.g.,
see the speéeech of Gehesaont at Philadelphia Conference, July 20,
1721. C.R., I1L, 133.





