April 24,1963

Mrs, Normgn Yossett,
Star t. Tox 143,
Naches, Wash,

Year Mps, Gossett:

In reference to your let er of #pril 15 and trall
maruing plans, I'm scheduled to be at Richland the night of ey 18 until
quite late (and that has been contingeat for some time on whether I can
get off for a long weekend that time), so it's im;robable I could join
your party, much as I would 1ike to.

As to the specific trail markings, when the “tate Farks and
Heoreation Commission embarked upon d-velopment of Fort Simcoe, they
spent considerable time In locating the brick kilns, mills etc. And
sore spot" archaeclogical work, test holea perhans were carried out
in soze pluces., So I should thinE the very definite locations would
bemap ed by them,

a1 don tkngw for sure without examining numegous paps 1f the

1111 ®Peek site ycu refer to is the original Army site south of
Simcoe, or the mill site , as early as 1861l ,stx miles from Yort Simcoe,
on the north fork of 5 mcoe Creel, on the north shore a few miles
above the stresm's intersection with the South Fork,

Theﬁniversitz of “ashiwgton cartographer (a cartographer) §p?nb/

much time with the Parks peo; e and wor.ed out the rellef map showing

Yve Dalles Mililtary Poad, I've seen parts of it in the higher country

on back country trips, passing through dryland meadews., It generally
meandered or fluctuated a ;arently according to the weafher ang time

of year when vassable or first open. #nd in many cases merged into

or was a part of com only used Indian trails. #nd I dog*t know™ about
th's marking on the Reservation itself. that'!s something the Ya-ima tribe
would huve tc approve gnd right new they're not incliied to let non-
Indlans go chasing over their yet held {and. From several sources

+ have recelved Information as to the tale-off of the trail from

the Fort. And T have concludec at one time of the year it heuced almost
directly south, and at another time of year took off southeasterly before
headlnz up the ridge. #nd this lias b-en verified by persons who viewed
the area in years mmst f rom a plane, ! rails have a way of s howin :up

from a plane t' ey do not show from afoot,

I think, i the Std @ Parks peorle do nct have the information in
their flles, and they most certainly shou d beczise of the time m d
publ ¢ money spent on it ,



thare 1s no known and accurste map of such_ a road. I know the Yakim s

have looked for years for old maps of the ®eservatios showing tralls etc.

and hae gsearched the Yational Archives far them, withont success, Viilbur
apnarently orepar d such a map at one time, at lesst with some of the traills,
but how acourate, T don't know, Nelther do I know what wouldbe the value

or use cf such a8 map on land froddadfdddiddddddriddddd where non--ndians

are not remitted, except with psrmission.

fichard Dglaney, who st!ll lives at Toppenish after hisretire ient
froa Forestry, knows the entire back country. I should think he could
provide consider.hle informetion as tot he g n ral route he has observed
from his time spent ia t%e back country, Then there 'a the matter of
locating the route from “he Vglles to the Reservat'on, "his was a
consider-ble distance, From earlier research at *he Yalles, and no
map was ever produced , the old timers there told me it too: off
to the east for a distance of sever:zl miles, mgling amwXy slowly up
the ridge, befcre Lurning nerth over the Reservation. And at scme
seasons of the yesr, depending upon snow conditions, Lt followed other
sourses, : 2

Ex-mnles of this are found on “oppenish “idge, gbout a mile west of
Bighway 97 at the Top-of *oppenish ®idge. When ruts became too deep

n the cld wagon road the drivers just took off across another route,
vntl’ 't became unusable, ‘he #nti & top of the rid-e is cut up with
thess rovtes, And like the Military B ad, where atcent o descent derended
upon contours, rock:form& ions etc,, in those plices are strong 8 gns

of the trail that was "built" . it wandered howsver in open or fairly
open country whera no "construction™ wa. necegssary like that perfrrmed

in places by ~apt. Frederick Yent, I've never pinned the Hatiocnal #rchives
downafter several ccm-unicutions in vears past, but seems iile Yent's

own maps should be on file In the maps section. The trouble there is yo
have to loek throu:h drawer after drawer of maps unle:ss you have a

"code” number, The maps cf military recon a sance ['ve seen at not
sgtlisfactory. .

T+ will be interesting if the gorerncr can attend, ?he marking
rroject will be interesting and I'l® follow developments,

Sincerely

Yi1ieck Relander

7.3, Hust be gotting 'ear mushroom timee





