WHAT IS THE FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION FARN FAMILY LABOR CAMP PROGRAM
For

YAKIMA VALTEY?

l. HOW DID THIS PROGRAM HAPPEN TO BE PROPOSED IN YAKIMA COUNTY?

The Yakima Chamber of Commerce in 19%5 appealed to the
Resettlement Administration (now Farm Security Administration) to
establish a subsistence homesteads unit in Yakime county to stabilize
families engeged in seasonal orchard and farm labor. One of the
leaders in the movement was O. F, Hagie, secretary of the Chamber of
Commnerce, who is now secretary-manager of the National Reclamation
Associations They sent a second appeal to the Farm Security Adminis-
tration in 1937 and went so far as to secure an option on 120 acres of
land deemed suitable for a sites The FSA was unable to secure an
allocation of funds at the time but was impressed with the justifi-
cation for such a project and for the need of securing such a project
as soon as funds could be made available,

Savings in funds allotted to this region and a special ear=
marking of‘ funds last spring to provide housing and sanitary facilities
for farm femilies engaged in seasonal agriculture work, particularly
in regions where the situation was intensified by migration of

families from drouth areas, made it possible for the Farm Security
Administration to propose such a project for Yakima Valley. The

plans were fully presonted at a meeting of nearly 100 business, welfare,
farm and labor leaders held at the Donnelly Hotel, Scptember 18. All
questions regarding the cewmp were answered as fully as possible and

no action was taken at that time opposing the camp proposals.

! Tter carcful review of tho proposal with the welfare and re-
lated _i1oups in the valleoy and a thorough review of the soecial and
cconomic backgrounds of the doplorable housing health and sanitary cone
ditions in the concentrations of migratory labor as sct forth in thoe
State College of Washington experiment station bullctin No. 361,
"Migratory Ferm Labor and the Hop Industry on tho Pacifie Coast, with
spceial application to probloms of the Yakima Valley, Washington",

U. 8. Dopartmont of Labor serial No. Re 610 "Scasonal Agricultural Labor
in the Yekime Valley", ond a study by Goorge B. Horington, rogional FSA
labor reolations adviser, and Dr. Omer Mills, FSA rural and social
ceonomist, the proposal was submitted to Scerctary Wallace and subsc=
quently approved.

2+ WHAT NEED IS THERE FOR SUCH A PROJECT?
Everyone in the county rccognizes that housing, health, samitation

and social facilitiecs of familics cngaged in the wvalley's scasonal fruit,
hop, sugar bect and similar omploymont arc deplorable. The State




Colloge of Washington studics present a compronensive array of theso
conditions bosed on scicntific rescarch through the sampling mcthod,

Discussing living conditions in thc camps the bulletin indicatcs
that conditions under which the transiont workers live erc unsanitery
ond inadcquatoe for hcalth and deccncy standards, although thoy varicd
greatly from onc comp to anothor. It further pointed out that dysontory
and socinl disecasc were prevalont in nearly cvery cemp, toilet facilitics
were generally insufficicnt, water supply inadequate or impurec, trash ond
gorbage disposal ofton ignored, and that it wos common to find fomilics
of 5 to 8 pcrsons ocecupying one shelter.

Asidc from the necd for providing tho humanitarien facilities for
living conditions that approach a doceney standard, the ncoed for
stabilizing the economic aspects of securing, routing, handling and
caring for scosonal labor is one of the major problems of the wvulloys.

A ccntral camp at Union Gap scerving both the upper and lower valloy
within a radius of 20 miles togother with portable units for location

up ond down the valloy as the scason demands, with facilitics for trailer
outfits and individual opcrators, would sorve not only to make available
a supply of labor when nceded but also whore nocded.

Through cooperction with the Unitcd Statos omployment serviecce
ond local growcrs, aveileble labor could be much morc eifieicntly routed
and it would scrve to give these familics o maximum of continuous
employment rather than the proscnt haphczord distribution which rosults
in man . nilios sccuring cmployment only & froction of the scason,

using up thoir mcagre carnings in looking for tho ncxt jobs It is
nlso reoasonable to cxpoct that whore doccnt housing, sanitary, hcalth
and rcereational facilitios arc provided in a camp, that tho moraloc

and efficicney of tho workers thomsclves will be groatly improved.
3« WOULD THE PROPOSED CAMP BE A TRANSIENT CAMP?

The camp will in no scnsc of the word be a transient camp in that
it will beecome a hoven for single trgnsients, reolicfers and outside=the
state familics more intcrested in relicf than works The FSA camp is
being established exclusively for familics and former form families
whoso livclihood is provided largely from scasonal agricultural work
and who arc now resident in the countys The camp in every scnsc will
be a farm foamily workers cumpe

Lie WHAT WILL TEE CAMP PROGRAM INCLUDE?
A control or headquarteors camp at Union Gap, which will includo:

0 low=costing houscs scmi=modern with small acrcorse for gorden
o o o

for sclcetod familieos who ean sccourc cnough cmployment to maintoin them-
sclvos and pay o monthly rcental of approximoatcly $8.

350 sanitary tont platforms, including 150 with sholter structures,
for rent to bona fide farm family scosonal workcrs at 10 conts a daye
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Community building for recereation, childrons' play, camp

-

meotings and cmergency school rooms,

Contrel heating plent with hot watcer, washing, loundry, ironing
and bathing facilitios,

Child nursery and firsteaid clinic with resident registercd
nurse.

Moechine shop with facilities for repair or workors! cars, trailers,
and cte,
Modern garbage and sowage disposal plant and approved sanitary

toilet facilitics.

Facilitics listed sbove arc aveilable to cvery one in the camp
at no oxtra chargo.

Supplementing the central cmmp, two portable units, cach designed
to care for 200 familics, will be constructed and will bo used to follow
the work up and down the walloy being located ot strotogic centers.
These camps will include:

200 teont bas
Contral Heating Plant.

Gorbage oand sowage disposal plant.

Foecilitics for traileor outfits.
5« HOW WOULD OCCUPANTS BE SELECTED?

Fomilics for the subsistenec homestead units would be selcoctod
by the Farm Sceurity Administration fomily sclcetion section and choscn
on the *-sis of their ability to sceurc scmi-permonent cmployment,
their Jorm oxporience, and tho possibilities of cventually assisting
them in ostablishing locally their responsibilitics and then in
locating on a form whore they can bocome substantial and tox peying
momboers of the communitys

Fomilics selected for the morc tomporary rentoal of the shelte
end tont platforms will be sclected by the mancger of the camp on the
basis of thoir willingnoss to work, their nccd for facilitics and
willingness to cooperate in mainteining the cemp on o high standard.
Dach femily signs a short form of tenurc agreoment on cntering, cgrecing
to abide by 2ll rules and rogulations.

Only bona fide families of farm loborers and formor formers
located in Yokima county will be oligiblo for the compse
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6« WHAT WOULD BE THE PROVISIONS FOR LAW AND ORDER?

Policy of the comps in regord to law and order has always boen
that of fullest cooperation with local enforcoment officeors particulerly
whore folonics or scrious erimes have been conmitteds Experience of
officors in California wherc camps arc csbablished has proved that whero
rcorcational ond sanitary facilities are provided in the comp, mise
demeanors and infractions of law heve beon cut to o minimum as well as
the tondency of many workers to spond their evenings in beor porlors
and pool rooms.

Rogulotion of the comp itsclf, under definite rules is onforccd
by the camp monager and staff. He is aided by camp committccs clecte
by the rosidents of tho camp. They will bo rosponsible to the comp
manager and their aets are subjoet to his veto, if nceessarys. Theso
comnittoes aid in sclfehelp activitios, in polieing, in maintaining and
developing various activitics and amuscments.

Te WOULD THE C.MP AGGRAVATE THE LOC.L SCHOOL SITUATION?

As fomilios seleeted for the eumps would bo thosc in Yokima county,
the chi” "ren ere already there and present the same school problem ecch
falle oowme adjustnents in cooporation with the county may be nccossary
at the Central Camp, but in cvery siudilor instance in Culifornia, the
problem has been worked out to the satisfaction of everyonc concerncde
The Ferm Sccourity Administration con end expeets to provide tomporory
school faeilitics in the community building where the retardsd children
may again be gearcd into the normal of school curricula, without
ostracism, under coopcrative suporvision of the school superintondont
and so handled as ultimately to reccive Average Deily Attendence crcdits.
There is also a roasonable possibility that federal funds can be sccured
for an addition to Broadway school, if this scems morc dosiruble after
an cxperimental stoge has been worked through.

8. WOULD THE CLI:P PROGRAM INCREASE LOC.L TAXES 4ND RELIEF COSTS?

The Farm Sceurity Administrotion camp progrom will reducc loeal
taxces for rolicf oxponditures by providing health assistance and
cmorgency medical care for oll occupants of the camps and providing
more continuous cmployment for those in tho camps. County ocxpenditurcs
for medical carc of migrants will bo reduccd because thore will be
botter health and sonitary standards,

Mecarwhile the Farm Sccurity Administration will continue its
program of making cmergoncy subsistonce grants to destitute familios
of farmors and farm loborors. As of Scptember 30, 1928, the Farm Socurity
Administrotion has exponded $114,213 for direct rolief of those fanilios
in Yakime County, most of whom would have been eligible for leeal reliof
fundse During the same period the Farm Sceurity /dministraticn has made
stondord rchobilitation loans totaling $312,7L5 to 320 Yakima formors and
orchar » unable to sccurc cdequate erodit for their farming operations.
Mony of those families were on the verge of applying for loeal rolief when
thoy recoived the loanse.
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An edditional $46,245 has been allotted to Yakima for initiaticn
of the tenant=-farm-purchase program whereby qualified tenant farmers
could attain ownership.

5. WHAT HAS BEEN THE EXPERIENCE IN KERN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, WHERE
SIMILAR FACILITIES WERE PROVIDED IN 19367

Kern County, California, because of its geographical location in
relation to the Great Plains drouth states and due to the long period
of seasonal work afforded by its crops, has becoms the center of
California's migrant probtlem, & situation which eannot be compared
with Yakima Velley.

Heavy migrations began in the early drouth years on the Great
Plains, together with those "tractored" out by large-scale farming and
as early as 1930 the Biennial Repcrt of California's Department of
Education in its school census listed 2,000 shildren of migrants in
the Kern County Schocls.

Local welfare agencies and related groups teocok cngnizance of
the problem in 1935 by establishing a small camp in ecooperation with
the State Welfare Department, When funds became available through
the Farm Security Administration, the Farm Security Administretion
was asked to take over the facilities that had besen established.
These were taken over in 1936, enlarged to care for 400 families and
extensive improvements added.

wwalcal care and hospitalizaetion for families in the camp wers
provided through grants made by a non=profit corporation formed with
Farm Security Administration funds. To supplement the heavy local
relief expenditures which had begun with the heavy migrations since
1930, the Farm Security Administration earried on a subsistence grant
program that provided direet relief for as high as 2,137 families =
month and has averaged over 1500 during the past year. As this migra-
tion to Kern County was entirely a process of social and economic
forces, the state and county took the leadership in working out school
problems not only for the children of families in the camp but for
children of all migrants.

Migration in California is largely from the cotton states. Kern
County has the first cotton found in California after migrents enter
the state. These people work nerth from Kern County during the summer
on fruit, etc. and work back south picking cotton until they can again
winter in Kern Cocunty. The Farm Security Administration's 400-family
facilities have provided for only a minor percentage of the terrific
influx during the past few years due to disestablishment causes else-
wheres But the Farm Security Administration has its shoulder to the
wheel in substantially aiding the community by caring for this heavy
load which is there a serious problem indeed.

Since the first camp at Arvin in Kern County in 1935, another
in Kern County at Shafter and nine more eamps have been established




in the San Joaquin and other valleys of California, Three are under
construetion in Arizona. Letters are on file in the San Francisc
office from many civie and social organizations requesting similar
camps for their communities. Coples of a letter from the Buttonwillow
Chamber of Commerce, Napa County Farm Burecsu, and the Yuba City Grange
are attachod.

10, WOULD SUCH A CAMP PROGRAM INCREASE MIGRATION TO YAKIMA COUNTY?

Experience in Celifornie has been that establishment of camps
di& not increase migration of drouth and seasonal workers!' families.
Migrations in California, like the intensive migration into Yakima
County from drouth areas in recent yecars, ere duo to social and economie
forces not a matter of loecal control.

The Farm Security Administration is on record both in letters

and nowspapcr stories widely advising farmors in drouth arcas not to
come to the Faecifie Northwest unless they had sufficient funds to

cstablish themselves on a farm whilo at ths same timo advertising for
orchard and other scasonal workors cxteonding to the middle west brought
hundreds of additionel familios with promises of work, only to find nono
availablo.
Meanwhilo the Farm Sceurlty Administretion has expended nearly
$3,000,000 in Washington, Orogon, and Idaho to help cstablish drouth
famil? already hero and 41,500,000 in grants to dostitute farm
familics and farm leborers in trying to easc oxcessive local relief
burdons.
114 TQ IS SIGN

£ SIGNIFICANCE OF CAMP PROGRAM TO ROSA AND GRAND COULEE
ECLALATION PI

o
O JECTS?

N
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The primary purposc of tho Farm Sceurity Administration is to aid
and onable a vest group of unfortunato farm people to maintain them-
selvos and cstablish themsclves sccuroly on the land., It is oqually
rosponsible to the farm laborors on the land, so many of whom ere now
laborers who oncc were farm oporstors and whose whole background has
boen that of form occupation until conditions over which thoy had no
control sot them on the move, disestablisheds One of the basic pur-
poscs of tho subsistconce units of the camp in the long=timo program
is to sorve as en intermodiatc step whero the family now ongugcd in
soesonal work can make the transition from farm laboror to a farmcr
in his own right snd a tex-paying citizon of the community, Tho Farm
Sgeurity Administration has alresdy holped establish neoarly 500 familios
on the Vele=Owyhoo projeet in Orcgon and Idcho, and is tho logieal
ageney to play an importent part in scttling many drouth and fnrm lebor
frmilios on lends in the Rose and Grand Couloco rcelemation projeoets as
they aro openod to sottleoment.

12, HOW WILL THE CAMF AFFECT BUSINESS?

While ostablishing housing, sanitary and roeroational fn“iiit 0S
for somo 800 farm femilios ongeged in scasonal work, the expondi t;r 5
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of $250,000 for construction matcrial and labor in Yakima county
during the next six months will cffcet every business in the valloey
to some degrcces Each dollar spont for both wages and materials will
incevitably contribute to payment of a fow morc bills, taxcs, buying
of nceded goods and generally stimulato every activity.

1%3. WHY HAS THE CAMP PROGRAM BEEN OPPOSED?

Most of tho opposition to plans for the cemp has been duc simply
to a misundorstanding of the purpose and operction of the projoct. 1In
the 7.1 U of the oxtensive local publieity given to the so-called "Kern
County Report" setting up a situation which camnot be in any way
comparcd to Yakima Vallcy (as has been oxplaincd on page §) it is easy
to understand how many business mon ecnd farmers could be sincorcly
opposed to the programe On the other hand, thoso who have becen able to
sccure complete information as to the purposes and oporation of the form
fomily labor eamps have unanimously ondorscd it as something tho Yakina
Valloy hes long wanted and necded as an onswer to many of its prossing
reliof, labor ond welfarc probleise

le HOW WILL THE CAMP PROGR:M BENEFIT THE FARMER?
Establishmont of the camp program will bonofit every farmer in

Yakima Vallcy by making an important begimming in the campaign to
oliminatc the health, morale and social hazards duc to present ditche

bank and shack camp conditionse Through providing housing, camping,
sanitary, hoalth and social facilitics for approximately 800 of the
fomilies engagod in secasonal work and through the FSA grant progran for
destitute rural fomilies, Yakima county relief oxpenditurcs should be
substantially reduccd. This moans that ultinately the farmer will pay
loss taxcs.

As the farmer and the form laborer arc mutually interdependent
and have mony interests in cormon, decent living conditions for the
socasonal workers would make possible an improved working rclationship
that would be of benefit to bothe Not only would the camps moake labor
available when nceded in cooperation with the farnm placemont bureau
but would provide more efficiont labor and norc continuous cployment
for those depending upon this work for their livelihood. While some
largc Jormers arc able to provide adoquate housing facilities for their
workers, the smaller farmer and orchardist as o rule is unable' to mako
such provision for his worleors.

15s WHERE CAN I SECURE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING THE C.MP PROGRANM?

Additional information is available by writing the Farm Sceurity
Administration, Portland, Oregon.




BUTTONWIILOW CHAMBER OF COMMFRCE

"Center of ¥ern County's Cotton Industry"

Buttonwillow, Calif.
December 7, 1937

Mr, Jonathan Garst
Regional Director
Ne=Settlement Administration

o(

San Francisco, Celifornia

Deéar Mr

With the understanding that when funds are available for the
bui? ¥ing of another Migratory Camp and that Kern County has been
considered as a likely place for same, we, the Buttonwillow
Chamber of Commerce, wish to bring before your notice the erying
needs of this community for such a camp.

Our distriet is buildine up and growing very reapidly and the
housgine situetion is vérv scute.

Approximately 15,0CC acres were planted to cotton this year and
the cotton pickers have been listed as hirh as 3,000 during the
peek,

The Buttonwillow School District commenced the season with an
enrollment of 233 and at the present moment has reached the 600
mark with prospects of still climbing higher,

The bulk of the Cotton Frrmers have good camps but they have

been inadequate to care for the influx of pickers and we have =

bad situation here. Many pickers who have been unable to get

into the camps are squatted out here and there on waste ground
without any sanitary conditions what-soever and the health authorities
have been condeming these pleces and ordering the occupants to

move on, Probably the most pitiful part is the fact that some

of these people are living in tents, some in improvised shelters made
up of cardboard packing cases and burlap and anything else th-t can
be picked up in a junk pile, end in such pleces as these, women

and children are sleeping on the ground. We are fortunate that

the winter has been dry, but the nights are frosty and bitter

cold,

e hopne thet when the time comes thet you will consider our

distriect for a Migratorv Crmp.
Yours very truly,
BITTONWIT LOW CHAMBFR OF COMMFRCE

o 1

John Thomson, Secreta
s




Yuma City, California
3-28-38

Mr, Tom Collins
Mieratorv Camp Meneger
Viealia, Celifornia

Dear Sir:
Our Grange in Sutter County has a committee making a study
of the lebor camps. I am a member of this committee, and
vesterday I was shown around the Gridley camp by a caretaker,
Mr. Getes. It is a wonderful place; good for both the worker
and the community.

R PR o R ey o PR
Yow would we go sbout the matter of getting such a cemp for
Sutter County? Please give me some data and advice on this
matter. It certeinly is & fact thet Sutter County employe.
a very large number of seasonal laborers in peaches, prunes,
cherries, cots, grepes, beans, beets, etc., and it is also
a fact that these laborers live in dirt along the public
roads, without any sanitary advantages,

Vil you be in this part of the country soon? Please may I
hear from you.

Thanking you for anv informetion you may be able to give, I am

Yours very truly,
G Ui HARTVIG
a5 sk ok sk o o sl ke s sk 3 ke ok sk ok ok 3k ok sk ke ok 3 e ofe ok ke

NAPA COUNTY FARM BUREAU
1028 Coombs St. Napa 248
Napa, Calif.

February 21, 1938

¥r, Johathan Garst
U.S.D.A. Farm Security Adjustment
85 Second Street, San Francisco, Calif,

Dear Mr, Gerst:

Napa County Farm Bureau at their regular session today asked
to have Napa County placed on the waiting list for a Migratory
Labor Camp, and es soon as there are funds ready for that use,
to let us know,

Yours wvery truly,

GEO. E. DUTTON
Seeretary




