Mining

Oregon's gold mines produced in 1896 $1,950,200 in gold, the greatect
yleld of any year in its history.

Brevious to last year's output 1877 was the banner
year for the production of the yellow metal in Oregon being $1,1m02,000,
The mining industry of the state teadily decreased from that time on
and did notrench the million mark again until 1891. In the last five
years it has about doubled and now Oregon produces about one-half
as much gold as the great miningstate of M. ntana--Yakima Herald,

June 3, 1897,

The mining fever 1s very wirulent in Kittitas county. There @28
were 105 mining lecations recorded with the auditor for the
month of May, 36 of them being during the last week--Yakima
Herald, June 3, 1897.



Lost ‘reasure

Miles City, Monte. 4pril 28, 1926-AP- Yreassures of host ships
niried under the shifting sands of the Yellowstone and Mjissouri rivers
willbe sought by ®imore Ellsworth Wenner, who has spent & quarter of
a century gathering information as to their location and possibility of
Tecovery.

I, the skeletons of these treasure ships Wenner believes s8till remain
quantities of the cargoes of pricessless pelts, gold, silver, quicksilver
and other merchandise, the value of which government reports indicate to

approximate fifty million dollars.

z ¥

# portion of the cargo @fie of one wreck, buried for thirty years, “enne
has already salvaged.

Ygteamboating on the narthern waters of tie Missouri river began
103 years ago when a fleet of six river steamers were built under
government contract for use with the l1lifated Yellowstone
military expedition which hac as its object the establishment
of a forfified post at the mouth of the Yellowstone r lver,

“ne of these, the Thomas Jelferson, provided the first Missouri river
wreck near the mouth of the Yellowstone.In 1831, the American
Fup company started a fleet of steamboats on the Missouri, Its
Georize “ashington struck a snag below Council Bluffs, Iowa and went
downe The #ssinibone, also owned by this company was grounded in
1825 near the pre ent site of Bismark, N.,D. with a
cargo of 1,180 Pelts androbes.

The Pontiac went down with a cargo of 500 barrels of whisky,
500 casks of wine ari 500 casks of brandy, none of which ever was
re covered. :he Louisville, loaded with whisky, quicksilver and some
general stores went down forty miles below “ioux City.®# t this same spot
are eight other sunken steamers. * he river has changed its course

and the wrecks ar e be lieved buried at a point four miles from



o

the present bed of the aream.

Une of the most costly wrecks was that of the “®merican Fur
companygs boat, the f‘ate Swinney, in 1855, about fif ty miles above
Sioux L':H:.y. It carried the furst of two seasons, valueda t
hundreds of thousands of dollars.

41 together the investigations o My, Wenner have disclos d between
1819 and 1898 there weremore than 275 steamers sunk 8A0 in the

Missouri am Yellowstone rivers—--‘he Yakima “‘epublic, “pril 28, 1926,



Mining

Wallace, lda. Oct 25, 1909-"You meet scmething new in the
profession every day 3 sa id Geaorge Huston, thewell knowm
mining geolobist froin Mullan.
Not long ago while on a professional visit to the
to the “nowstorm mine they told me of a pecularily formed
copper mineral crystal in the east drift ofObBU atthe 600
foot le vel which i1s 200 feet below the Ngye 2 tunnel and 925 feet
below the outcrop. It was a greencrystal all right and
naturally everything green around the Snowstorm 1s supposed to
be copper, but this was not. It was pyromorphite and chlor-phosphate
of lead a rich mineral which rarel occurs more than fram 100 to
200 feet below the outecrop of the lead velns,.
"phe first acurence of lead mineral 923 feet below the
the surface in the copper formation i1s most unusual and it
is abundant. It canes in 150 feet back fram the face and 1t has been
crosscut 60 feet, » The que:sion is ,where is the lead mine
belowf " *here 1s no lack of effort on the partof the mine
people totry to find it. Manager W.,D, Gpeenough and staff are bend-
ing every energy in the work o development,



Mining

The Herald some weeks since published a copy of a free miner's
certificate issued to Jody Bland of this city for the privilege
of mining in the Atlin district.
The Pritish Columbia exclusion act , passed January 18, annugls
all such certificates, thus excluding our miners--Yakima Herald,

Jan 26, 1899,



Mining

The hydraulic gians$s used in placer mining are not always the most
docile things imaginable,

At the Grant Bros. mine rn the North Fork of the J hn Day river, une,,
one of the giants got adrift the other day and began throwing its
stream of water, eight inches in diameter, in a circle,

B.F. Grant ran to set the machine but was hurled aside like a bit of
paper. A miner named Berry sprang at the giant and his arm was broken in
two pl..e . Byt this brave acticen no doubt saved sveral lives.

The mighty bolt of water swung in every direction. Une of Mr,
Grant's sons, a lad of 14, was sitting on a bowlder about 100 feect
distant and when &he water struck him it three him 10 feet into the
air,

Ihe men wer rolled and crushed against the mnks and rocks.

Scrie of them being badly bruised a nd cut.

An idea of the danger may be gleaned from the fact thatthis bolt
of eight inches in thickness conside ably larger than ' the
thickness cf a comion stovepipe, was hurled from a pressure of about

160 fe~t fall--Yakima Herald, July 15, 1897.



Characthbrs
Jim Wardner --Rossland
A correspo dent who visited the Kootenail mining country in B@itish
Columbia has been telling the reacers of the Portland Oregonian about some
of the world famous ch racters to be met in Rossland in the rich
Trail Creek districte.
A_ong other names mentioned is that of Jim Wardner, a name that
is quite familar to a host of good reople in the.northwestern states.
Wardner exploited the famous Bunker Hill and Sjllivan deal
in the Coeru d'Alenes for $16,000 and reserved a gmarter of a million
for himself; made A big money in Spokane real estate and lost it in
a Washington coal mine; made it first and lekt it second in the
Fairhaven town site; tried to control the Snuth African markets with
Puget Sou d lumber; bought and worked successfully a patent for saving
gold in the black sands of the rivers and oceans; bought an island and
stocked it ith cats in an effort to control the car fur market of the world
and finally, now he bought out te Rossland town site for and Epglish
syndicate , paid $175,000 for it and sold one-sixth for enough
o repay them their purchase money.

He was the first to meet and greet us on arriving at Bossland--
showed us the town; said his profits in the Rossland deal would not be
less than $50,000 if the town grew to 20,000 of w ich he felt confident;
would make a million ; gave us another spin, showed us how the town was grow-
ing, improving and spreading out; would in his judgment havea population of
50,000 before the end of the season in which case he would make at least
$2,000,000; said he had just neg tiated a mini g deal in which his
profits would be $100,000 and had two others on the string; had taken an
ackhowledgment that day and made a dollar fof which he showed us the
cash; said he was making from $12,000 to $15,000 per day and if he could
keep up six or seen months thought he would be able to pay his debts...
There are interesting characters all through the hil s but none more hopeful

or notable than strong-hearted Jim Wardner--June, 1897.



IMining

The spring.rush for the gold mines of the Kootenai district has now
begun and the Nhrthern Pacific has changed the schedule time of the East
bound train so that close connection is made at Spokane for Rossland. The
Northern Pacific is the only line that sends passengers through to

the gold fields without delay--Yakima Herald, April 1, 1897,



Colorado Gold Rush

The great rush of pilgrims into the new godd fields around the
western base of Pike's Peak is said by some to be unprecedented
in the history of Cnlorado:s development but this is not exactly
the case.

The gre-test of the rushes was during the summer of 1858

when Green Russell and a party of jeorgians explored the country of
which Pike's Peak ‘as the central and distinctive point and found
gold in paying quantities in what is now Gilpin county.

I, & short time information of the discovery , in of course an
exaggerated form, wad disseminated throughout tﬁe central and eastern
states and in the succeeding spring there was a rush.

By every route and up the coubse of every stream runiring from
the mountains from the Miéssouri and Mississippi rivers the
opé@g tide of immigration rolled tumultously. Men came with horse
teams, with ox teamx, with push carfis with wheelbarrows and on foot
wit out anything except what they could carry on their back.

As the fall of 1859 came on and the horrors of the winter in

the gre t hills was to be fe red, it beemme a serious question
as to how the multitude could be fed and housed for it must be
understood that the population of Jefferson territory, as it was
then called, had become more than 50,000 , and there was scarcely
house room to shelter so many people.

A few saw mills had been started in the big timber that grew
in the gulches along ”]ear creek but these werc prifedpdDdy primitive
affairs and ¢ uld not begin to keep up with their orders for building

stuff. One of these mils was operated by old man Dexter, now
dead and gone. Denver had begun to grow and great quantities of

dimension stuff were needed to build up the young city of the plains.



gold rush

and the population of the place had gone down to 5,000. In 1883
the mines with two exceptions began to play out and the population
dro ped to 3,000; now Tombstone has less than 1,000 sbuls,

Ih the last 10 years there havebecn four or five stampedes to
mining camps in the southwest. I the middle of the winter of 1890
California as far north as San Francisco amd Arizona was stirred by
the news of rich placer mines toOB&C that had been found by Mexic ans

in Lower “alifornia, 70 miles south of San Diego. That was one of the
mos spontaneous stampedes known in that region. Samples of the
pay dirt were sent to San Diego to be assayea one Sunday
afternoon. The assayer found that it ran $400 to the ton. Spmehow
the secret got out and was telegraphed up the Pacific coast.
The telegraph operators in San Diego spent the next
two days and nights in sending and receiving messsges about the new
diggings. .
Before Thursday morning 6,000 to 7,000 men and youths were on
their way by cars, wagons, horses, coasting vessles and on foot to
San Diego and Lower California. The hardware stores in Los Angeles
and San Diego and in ever village for 100 miles around soldever
pick ax shovel, tin,0®dd dripping pan, wash dish and milk and bread
pan they had on han s to persons who equipped themselves for
placer mining and started in a day for the mines.

For a week little but the discovery of gold in Lower California
and the prospect of another 1849 gold boom on the Pacific coast
wwas talked in a good part of California. Then when the week
eas over the first persons who had been down to the mines
returned to San Diego declaring that the stories of wealth there were
lies.

The last of the big stampedes to mining camps in the southwest

was that to Harqua Hala diggings in the spring of 1891, The mines



gold rushes

- a few thousand dollars from it. The spdacimens of ore shown in Tueson
and Los Angeles were the very choicest from the mine and not
hit or miss pickups as had been said of them.
I, the summer of 1878 a miner named Stevens wrote to a
friend in Phoenix that he had f?und a claim to beat anything in
mining this d8ide of the Comstock lodge in Nevada and with a com on
iron mortar and pestle he had pounded out from $70 to $100 worth
of gold dust in a day.
The claim was located 120'miles northwest fromKingman near the
famous Harqua Hala mining region and thecre was a chance so
Stevens wrote, for other men to strike it rich u p there.
Of course such news could ot be kept quiet. It traveled with
miraculous speed throug' every camp in the Salt river valley and
over to Prescotﬁ in less t an two weeks all that part of Arizopa was
deeply stirred .
A thousand miners caught the fever so badly that they started on

foot across country . It was a hot dry summer and the journey entai ed

several weeks of severe physical labor, tomturing thirst and

endurance of a temperature that frequently stood 110 in the shade.
Having arrived at the Stevens camp they realized that there wers
claims worth working for about 100 men. Several hundred claims were
staked out in less than a day after the excited men got to the scene
but in a fortnight the camp population fell from 1,200 to less than
300 . In a month more 100 persons wer: left to do all the mining,
£he camp was hbandoned entirely two ye~rs ago.
With the possible exception of the rush to the Leadville
mining distiect of Yaldrade there has been none anywhéere in
40 years attended with the excitement that followed the news of the f
v finding of great dep sits of gold and silver in Tombstone in 1879.



Gold Rushes

The exfraordinary rush of gold and silver miners and prospectors
to the new diggin s at “reede and Cripple Creek in Unlorado and
the emigration of hundreds of old and yonng men from all the
Pacific coast states to the Yukon river in Alaska this
season have set many of the older residents of the western st tes
_and territories recalling many similar rushes
A host of men who have been en aged in gold and silver mini g in
the west for a generation or mor have been through many
periods of wild excitement. There is hardly a miner of
experience anywhere in this region who has not joined a stampede
fro- a played out camp for the distrit where the latest pay
rock has been found.
From the  @isvovery of the Bonnie Bell gold mine on San
Antonio creek in September, 1874, until two ye rs ago
there have bsen frequent stampeded.
The mining population has picked up and migreted almost in a
week from Gold Run to Benson; from Jones “reek to hever Die;
from Tombstone to Sgnoraj f rom Kingman to Harqua Hala and now a ter
two decades of constant hardship, there is not a miner who wouled
not hesitate to sell out tod ¥y and join once more in a rush to any
locality, whether in the desert or mountains.
Probably the wildest and‘craziest stam ede ever known in the
southwest was that rush to the Rocky Belle camp in Northern .
Arizona, in the region of the Myqui Indian reservation in
December, 1876, The region is 8,000 fest above the sea and lies
among snow-caad mountains. It was an unusually cold winter when the
news went abroad that Hank Binford and his companion had struck
a who e mountain of gold rock assaying more than $9,000 to the ton.

The report seemed incrdible at first but when samples of the ord



Mining-Historical

I ampow in Cojprado:s yellow metal storehouse, the great center that
1s attracting thousands of baaée souls..Cripple Creek is producing
monthly one million of dillars and the knowing onses claim that this
year will close with a production of eightéen millions.

Everything is hurley burley. Saloons are doing aland office busines
You step ontt of the corridor of the principal hotels 1ntostne gambling
rooms, in factogambling is one of the iImportant tactors of
the nokels.

The post office $s a dandy, They nave about one qu;rter nelp
gnough to do the work as tons of ma‘l are recefved weekly.
@naePo You can'tuget a box for love nor roney and it's anZ all-day
job to stand n ligme and'wait your turn. Cr pple Creek is said
to have twenty thousand peo le and as many more scatter d in tné
mirl g districts adjoinirg the town.

‘he ©people ars orderfy andk ndly disposed and the ©@6 town
under excellent government.

Rents are very high. &n ord‘rary snéck rents for fifteen
déllars per month, Officeé are very scarce and command big pricses.
flgal estate, considerirg hat is now in sight and the new and
rich strikes tnaé are dall¥e being made 1is very reasonable.
lgrenandise of all kinds 1s° surprisingly low and prices compare
favorably with tnose of other sections of the countré.

The churches, scheols and. secret orders are all in flﬁuﬂisning

and nealthy condition and well represented.

The town has electric 1lights and water works with a swwerage
system under construction. I was very much surprise to find such an
orderly and respectable camp or city as 1t should be called. There 1is
a total absence of toughlism and old time gun plays. If a would be bad
map gets a jag on and tries to runthings he dosen:t aven get started

for the city marshal, who wears a blg gold badge and his able corps



Mining

Tie town of Rossland B.C. which is,atﬁ;acting so much-attention
on accaunt of the reputed wealth of-the miners 1in that vicinity is the
mining center of what is known as the ,Trail Creek country.

It is.located 150 -miles north of Spokane and although there is now .

three feet-of snow on the ground mapy of the clajims are heing
activelyiworked. The country forjation is ofisyenite and the chapacter
0" ore arsenical. The rock 1s gytremely hard and in the sinking of
winzes an expense of $3n to $4¢p per foot is invoplved and at tilres not

over four inches a day made.
Cl ims are held at from half a million to a million and

a half dollars. The town of Rossland is 16 miles from Northport, a town
on the Spokane & Northern Railroad and the route from the
railrad present§ but few barriers to easy travel. From present indications
it will pe orly a patter of time when magny of the peopls flocking
there will wish ﬁhey waere back where they ¢ ame from--Yakima

herald, Ds:. 19, 1899.

A.S. French returned from Rossland Sunday. He says anyone not a
carpenter is forlish to go there before spring to work in the ines
aslit is closed down, :

There are two towns_-Trail on the Columbia which hac about
400 inhabitqnts and where a smelter is npeing Built with a capacity for
handling 290 tons of ore a day and Rossland, 7 miles ¢istance and 2,500
feet higher up where the mines are located. T ere is snow at

Rossland and mud at Trail. A& raitroad is being built between the

two point:. Yakima "erald, Dec. 26, 1895.



Vining

Col. Account of visit to Beale mire near Butte, in August 22 Herald,

1805, Br Yakima visitor



Mining

Col. lluncy of Pasco fame is now working a bar of black sand
on the coast of Oregon.
If there is a bar, gulch, creek, placer or qugrtz claim
in the United States not worth a tinker's dam, Muncy is sure

to get onto it--Walla Walla Statesman, March 21, 1895.



Mining

Jim Whitlateh, the discoverer of the Whitlatch-Union mine near
Helena, led a typical western miner's life.
The mine in question 1s now owned in Fngland and has produced $20,000,000
in gold,
After Jim Whitlatch had sold the mine for $1,500,000 he went to
New York to "make" as much money as Vande AN
He was a rare treat for ™all streeot whichfattened on him
and in one year let him go with only his clothes on his back,
He returned to “ontana began prospecting again and discovered
a'mine for wich he got R250,000, He went to'Chicago, to rival
Mr. Potter Palmer in wealth, and returned just as he did
from New York, "fiat strepred." as he would have expressed it,
He made still another fortune and went to San Francisco where he
died a poor man,
Another Lewis and Clarke county mine--the Drum Lummon,
provided another such story . It was discovered by an Irish
Imm* grant named Thomas Cruse. Although he owned it bhe could ﬁot
get a sack of flour on credit. He sold it to an English syn'icate
for $1,500,000. Put he remains one of the wealthy men of
Helena,
Trere is an ex-state senator in Beaver Head countrv whro owns
a very rich mine, the ore vielding #700 to the ton net. Ee is a
California forty-niner and came as a nrospector toMontana and
since discovering his mine has Tivedunon it in a nreculiar wav., He has no
faith in banks.
He says his money is safest in the ground, When he 'as spent what
money he has, he takes out a wagon load of ore, shirs it to Emaha,

sells it and lives on the return until he heeds anothr wagon load,



Mining

One evening last week a fter a leng remable ever the hills I had reachd
the cenclusien te returp heme, lest -ight sheu’d evertake me in that
lecality, when I came upen a trail which had evidently recently been
traveled, I follewed it up the mountain fer seme distance when
I neticed a dump right in frent of me, Being a prespecter, as a matter
of course, I climbed right up te it, The shaft eut ef which it came was
about ferty er fifty feet deep, timbered te the bettom, I saw nething
remarkable about the dump er shaft t at might have passed eoen but fer
the great disprerertien between them, the dump being mere than
sufficient te have filled twe shafts the size of the ene beneath me,

Netwithstanding the night was fast appreaching, I descended the
broken ladder te the bettem of the shaft, I teok frem my pocket a rilece
of candle which I usually carry en such expeditiens, when *y its ald
AL difco;ered a crosscut running frem the bettem ef the shaft, The cress-
cut had been lagged up se as te cenceal it, but seme of the lagging
had faldmn te one side, Upen exproring it I feund it was perhaps fifty
feet in length and had cresscut the finest bedy ef ere that I evef saw,
Tme vein was nearly feur feet in width and seemed te be widening.
Speciment which I breke from the ledge showed native geold and
native silver,

I had steod there examining and admiring the jewel fer seme time
when I heard a noise in the shaft, I leoked up and my'heart steod
still , fer there in the cut were twe rairs of fiery eyes glaring at
me, I knew in a mement they were meuntain liens, I reached fer my
fevelver but I had left it at here and my gun was on ten. “ne whe has
never been in such a predicament can hardly imagine the feelings,
theughts and emetiens of a man in such vreril, T shouted and advznced
teward them, but they only grewled defiance, I have heard ef eld
hunters whe said that such animals are afralff ef fire se I kept my

candle in frent of me, but that weuld seon be gene, feor it



was only a few inches in length, and then T wevld be deveured bv the
ewners of those firey eyes,

The liens kept growling and threatening every mement te
attack me, My candle wgs grewing s erter, Something had te be dene,
I picked up a riece ef reck frem the side of the cut and tied a letter te
it which I chanced te have in my pecket, I then set the letter en fire
and threw the reck with the blazing letter at the llens and gave a yell
and the way these liens get out ef the shaft was amusing te me even under
the circumstances, fer it seemed te me that ¥ had heen dewn
there a theusand years, theugh in reality it was abeut twe heurs., When
I re ched the tep, which I did imrediately .fter the retreat of the beast
I hezrd someene ceming up the trail, I walted, It was the men whe
struck the benanza. They were astenished te find me there at
that heur and were inclined te be cress, but when I teld them
what +ind ef an expe ience I had they had a geed laugh ever it,
When I asked them some particularly as te their find they said there was
a cleud en their title te the ~reperty which the statute ef
limtatien weuld dispel) previded the ether party was kept in ignerance
of the strike and added they had talen eut a few tens secretly, which
netted them ever $1100 a ten, After the beys had
secured the epening thr-ugh which I entered the cut, we all went dewn
the hill tegether. As I believe in the right ef the disceverer te rean th
the benefit of his discevery , I shall net give the beys away---
J.C . Kinman, Weedville, Mentana, in the Butte Miner, March, 1889,



Lost Mines. Gold,
zhe sawtooth cave, a continuation of the W;1d Man of C amas,

pp 856 868, “est Snore, 1887,



