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Appendix II

EXCERPTS FROM THE LAND LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES
1
l, The Pre-emption Law

An Act to apuropriate the proceeds of the sales of the
public lands and to grand pre-emption rights,.

Be it enacted by the “enate and House of Representatives
of The United »tates of America in Congress assembléCesecece

S6Ce Je eee Ihat the lands nerein grandied to the oStates
eseshall not be disposed of at a price less than one dollar
and twenty-five cents per acre, until otherwise authorized by
a law of the Unitea States; and the ret proceeds of tle sales
of said lands shall be faithfully applied to objects of inter-
nal_improvement within the stateS e eee

Sec. 10 4nd be it further enacted *het from and af ter the
passage of this act , every person being the head of a fam=
ily, or widow , ar single man over the age of twenty-one years
and being a citizen of the U,ited States, or having filed his
declaration of intention to become a citizen, as required by
the naturalization laws, who since the first day of June, &4.D.
nineteen hundred and fofty , has made or shall hereafter make
a settlement in person on the public lands wo which the Indian
title has been at the time of such settlement extinguished, and
which has been, or shall have been surveyed prior thereto, and
who shall inhabit, and improve the same , and who has or shall
erect a dwelling thereon, shall be, armd is hereby authorized
to enter with the register of the land office for the district
in which such land may lie, by legal subdivisions, any number
of acres not exceeding one hundred and sixty} ..eto include
the residence of such claimant, upon paying to the United States
the minimum price of such land, subject , however, to the fol-
lowing limitatiams and exceptions: No person shall be entitled
to more than one preemption right by virtue of this act; no per-
son who is the proprietor of three hundred and twenty acres of
lard in any State or Territory of the United States, and no per=
who shall quit or abandon his residence on his own land to
reside on the public land in the same State or lerritory, shall
Bcquire any right of pre-emption under this act;es.

Pace 1l And be it further enacted, That when two or more

1
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for tik® term of five years immedlately succeeding the time of
fl1ling the affidavit aforesaid, and shall make affidavit that
the part of said land has been aliemated and that he has borne
true allegdance to the government of the Unisd States; then,
in such case, he , she, or they, if at that time a citizen of
the United States, shall be entitled to a patent as in 'other
cases pgovided far by laWless ‘ '

Pac.8, #nd be it further enscted, That no individusl
shall be permitted to acquire title to mere than ome quarters
section under the provi sions of this actje.s and that the regw-
isters and recsivers of the several lund offices shall be QN
titled to recelve the same compensation for any lands entered
under the provisions of this act that they ere now entitled to
raceive when the same quantity of lard is entered with money,
one half to bs paid by the persm making the application at
the time of so doing, and the other half on the 1ssue of the
certificate by the person to whom it may be issued;e..Provide
ed, that nothing in this act shall be 80 canstrued as to ime-
palr or interfere in any manner whatever with existing pre-emp=
tion righta: And Provided further, “hat all persoms who may
have filed their application for a pre-emption right prior to
the passage of this act, shall be entitled to all privileges of
this actisca : ] J

Sece 8, “nd be it further enacted that nothing in this
act shall be so emstrued as to prevent any person who has ave
alled him or heresself of the benefits of the first section of .
this act, from paying the minimum price, or the price to which
the same may have gradust ed, for tie quantity of land so enter-
tained at any time before the expiration of five years, and obtiln-
ed at any time before the expiration of five years, anding
obtaining a patent therefor from the govermnment, as in other
cases provided by law, on masking proof of settlement and cultivation
as provided by exiatirg laws granting pre-emption rights.

Apsroved liay 20, 1862. AT

III “mendments to the Homestead
and Pre-emption Laws 3

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of “merica in Congress assembled..s.

36c. 2. That any person who has ot meretofore perfect=
ed title to a tract of land of which he has male entry under
the homestead law, may make & home stead entry of not exceed-
Ing one~-quarter section of public land subject to such entry,
such previous filing @ entry to the contrary notwithstanding;
‘but this right shall not apply to persons who perfect title to
lands under.the pre-emption or homestead laws already initlate
ed; provided, That all pre-emption settlers upon the publie
lands whose claims have bsen Initlated prior to the pas-age of
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this act may change such entries to homeéstead entries and pro=
ceed to perfect their titles to their respective claims under
the homestead law notlWithstanding they may have heretofore had .
the benefit of such law, but such settlers who perfect tifle

to such claims under the homsstead law shall not thersafter be
entitl ed to enter other lands under the pre- emption or home «-
stead lawa of t!® United States,

Pec, 3, that whenever it shall be made to appear to the
regiaster and receiyer of any public land office, under such rege
istrations as the becretary of the Interior may prescribed, that
any settler upon th® public domain under existing law is unable
by reason of a total or partial destruction or failure of crops,
8ickness, & other unavoidable casualty, to secure a support ,
for himself, herself, or thoe dependent upon him or her upon
the lands settled upon, then such register amd recelver may
grant to such settler a leaw of absence from the clalm upon
which he or she ms filed far a period not exceeding one year
at any one time, and such settler sc granted leave of absence
&nall forfeit no rights by reason of such absences; Provided,

hat the time of such actual absence shall not be déducted from
the actual residence required by lawe ees
Approved March 2, 1889
4
IV, THE TDRIBIR-CULTURE LAW

)

An Act to encourage the “rowth of Timber on “estern Prairies.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United Ptates of “merica in Y ongress Assembled, That
any person whoshall plant, protect andkeep in a healthyp £5 OWe.
ing conditian fe ten years forty acres of timber, the trees
thereon not beirg more than twelve feet apart sach way on any
quarter section of any of the public lands of the United States
shall be entitled to a patent for the whole of said quar ter- :
8ectlon at the expiration of said ten years, on making proof of
guch fact by not less than two credible witneszes; Provided
hat gnly one guwa rter in any section shell e thus grented,
Sec, 2, That the person applylng for the bsnefit of this
act shall, upon apnlication to the register of the land office
in which he or she is about to meke such entry, make affidavit
‘before said register or receiver that skdd entry is made for
thé cultlvation of fimber, ami upon filing said affidavit with
s&aid register and receiver, and on payment of ten dollars, he
or she shall thereupon be pernLtbed 30 enmer the guantity of
land specified: Provided , however, 1That no certificate shall
be given or patent issue theraflfor until the expiratlon of at
least ten years fram the @ of such entrysases

4
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Sgce 4e That each ahd ev ery person whoe..having a homestead
on said piblic domain, who at the emd of the third year of
mis o her residence thereon, shall have had under cultivalion
for two years, ms acre of timber, the thees thereon not being
moare than twelve feet apart each way, and in a good, thrifty
cord 1tion, fa eachand every sixteemnacres of said homestead,
shall upon due proof af s id fact by two credible witnesses
receive his or her patent for said home=stead.

“pproved, March 3, 1875

. " 5
¥ Apendments to the Timber-“ulture Law

Y it enacted by the Senate argd House of representatives
of the United States of “merica in “ongress assembled, ...

S6c. 2. ‘hat the person applying for the benefits of this
gct shall, upon application to the register of the land dlate
rict in' wich he or she is shout to make such entry, make affie-
davit before the register or the receiver, or the clerk of some
cowrt o rTecord, or officer suthorized to administer oaths in
the district where the land is situated; which afiidavit shall
be as follows, to=wit:.edthat I have mmde the same application
an good faith, and not far the purpose of speculation, or
directly or indirectly for the use cr benefit of any other per=
son or persons waomsocever; that I interd toh old aml cultivate
the land, snd o f ully camply with t he provisionsof this said
Azt and that I lmve not heretofore made an entry under this
dct, or the acts of which this is amendatory. And upon filing
said of Fidevit with said register end said receiver and on pay-
ment of ten dellars, if the tract is for mws than eighty sc res;
and five dollars i8 it is edghty acres or less, he or she shall
thereupon be permitted to enter the quantity of land gpeeified
and the party making an entry of a quarter=scction under the
provisions of t his act shall be required to break or plow five
scres covered thereby the first year, five acrea the second year
and to cultivate to erop or otherwise the M ve acres broken
or plowed the first year; the third year he or she shall
cultivate Lo crop or otherwise the five acres broken the s ecord
‘yea , and to plant in timber, s esds or cutiings the five
scres firat broken or plowed,and o cultivate and put in crop
or otherwise theremainirg five acres, and tis fourth yea&r to
plant to timber, seeds or cuttings the remainirg five acres.
471 entries of lsss quantity than ome -quarter section shall be
plowed, planted, cultivated and planted to trees, tres-seeds,
or cubtings in the same manner am in the same proportion &s
hereinbefore provided far a gquarter-section. Provided, how=
ever, that in case such trces, geeds, or cuttings shall be

5
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destroyed by grasshoppers, or by extreme and unusual drouth, -
for any year or term of years, the time for planting such trees,
geads or cuttings shall be extended ore year for esvery such
year that they are 8o destroyeds...®nd provided further, that
no final certificate shall .&e given, or patent issued, fa the
land so entered until the expiration of eight yesms from the
date of such entry; end if at the expiration of shch time, or
at any time wi thin fivwe years therafter, the per son making such-
entrye«.eshall prove by two credible witnesses that he or she

or they have planted and for mot less than eitht years have
cultiw ted and protected such quantity and character of trees
a3 aforesald; and that not I8 ss t han twenty-seven hundred trees
were plants d on each acre, ad that at the time of making such
proof there spall be then growing at least six hundred and seve
enty =five livirgand thrifty trees to each acre, they shall re=
receive & patent for such traect of lands ses

VIi. Amendments to the %imber6—C111t11re Law and
’che.Prenemptio;':i Law,

Ye 1t enacted by theSenate and House o Representatives

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, Llhat

an act entitled "Ap Act to encouwrage the growth of timber

on the western prairies.”,.and all laws supplementary thereto or
amendahory thereof, be, and the sams are hereby repealed: Pro=
vided “hat this repeal shall not affect any valid rights here=
tofore accrued or acecruding under sald laws, but a&ll bona fide
-claims lawfully initiated before the passage of this act

may be perfected upon due compliance with the law, inthe same manner,
upon the same terms and cord tions, and subject o the same lim-
‘itations, forfeitures ami contests as if this act had not been
passed: And provibkd further, ‘hat the following words of the
last clause of scction two of mid act, namely,"That not less
than twenty-seven hundred trees were planted on each acre," are
hersby repealed: ... ‘ :

Secas 4, That chapter four of title thirty-two, excepting
sections seventy=-six,.. ard eighty-six, of the Revised Stat-
utes of the United States, and all other laws allowing pre-
emption of tle public lands of the United States, are herveby re=
pealed, but all bona fide claims lawfully initiated wrfore the
passage of this act,; unde any of such provisions o 18w SO T~
pealed, may be perfected upon due canpliance with law, in the
same manner and upon the same terms and conditi ons, and subject
to the same lim!tiatims, forfeitures, and cantests, as if this
gcd had not been passeds ¢ee ;

Approved, MHarch 3, 1891 .

6
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7
VvII. The Desert Land Law

An Act t.r‘o1 provideée fa the mle of desebt lands in certain
atates and TerrltoriesS- ,

Be 1t onacted by the Senate and House of Representatiyes
of the TUnited States of “merice in Congress assembled , That
st shall pe lawful for any citizen of the Tnited Stetes, or
any person of requisite age''who may be entitled to become a
citizen, and who mes filed nhis declaration to becoms such
and upon payment of #wenty-five cents per acre-~to file de=-
claration under oath with the regiater and the receiver of
the land district in which any desert land is situatdd, that
ne intends to reclaim & tract of desert land not exceeding  one
section, by caducting water upon the same , within the period
of three years thereafter. se.”aid declaration shall describe
particularly sald ssectien of land as mearly as possiele without
6 survey. <t any time within theperiod of thre years after
f£iling aaid declaration, upon making satisfactory proof to the
reglster and receiver of the reclamation of saild tract of land
in the marmer aforesaid, amd upon the payment to the recelver
of the additional sum of e dollar pe - acye fora tract of
1and not exceeding six hundred amlforty acres to eny one per=
son , a patent for the same shall be issued to him. Provided
that no person shall be permitted to enter mors than one tract
of land and not to exceod six hundred and fofty anres which
shall be in ccmgact fome

Section 2., ~hat &1l lands exclusive of timber lands and
mineral Jands which will not, without irrigation, produce scue
agricultural crop, shall Dbe deemed desert lands ,wlthin the
meaning of this act, which fact shall be ascertalnsd by preofl
of two or more credible witnesses under oath, whose affidavits
ghall be filed in theland of fice in which sald tract of land may
be giltusted. _
Section 3. That this act shall only apply to and take
affect in the States of Califomia, Opegon and levada and the
Territari es of Washington, ldaho, Nyntana, Uten, “yoming,
“Apizona, New Mexico and Dakato, and the determinetion of what
may be consldered desert land sha llbeesubject to the decision
and regulation of the YOmmissloner of the General Land Office

“pprové, “arch 3, 1877

: 8
VITI. Amendments to thé Desert Land Law.

Bg it enscted by theSenate and House of Representatives

Ibide,19:577 Ibide ,263:1096.1097



of the Unlted States of “merica in Congress assembled. ...

Secs 24 That an act to provide for the sale of desert
lands in ertain States amd 'gerritories, appoved larch third
eighteen hundred and s eventy-seven, is hereby amended by ad-
ding thersto the following sections:

Pece. 4. That at the time of filing the doclaration here-
inbefore required , the party shall also file a map of said
land which shall exhibit a plan showig the mode of contempla ted
irsigation, and which plan shall be suffic® nt to thoroughly
irrigate armd reclaim said land, and prepare it to raise ordimry
agricultural crops and shall slso show thesource of the water
to be used for irrigation and reclamation. Persons entering or
proposing to enter separate sections, or fractional parts of
sections of desert lands, may associate together for the con-
struction of canals and ditches for irrigating ard reclaining
all of said tracts, and may file a joint map or maps showing
their plan of intermal improvements,. 7

S6ce Do That no land shall be patented to any person
under thig act unless he or his assignor shall mave expended
in the necessary irrigation, reclamation, amlcultivation :
thereof, by means of maln canals ard branch ditches, and in
permanent improvements upon tie land, and in the purchase of
water rights for e irrigation of the same, at least tiwree
dollars per acre of vhole tract reclaimed and patented in the
manner following: Withiim one year after making entry fa such
tract of desert land as aforesaid the party so entering shall
expend not less than ome dollar per acre fa the purposes afore-
sald; and he shall in like manner expend the sum of ore dollar
per acre during the second and also during the thi'd year these=
after, until the full sum of three h0A@NBA dollars per acre is
so expended, Paild party shall file during each vesr with the
regiater proof, Ly tieaffidavits of two or more credible
witnegses, that the full sum of me dollar per acre has been
expended in such necessary improvements during such year, ard the
manner in which e.pended, ard at the expiratiom of the third year
& map or plan showing the character and extent of such improvem-
ents, I any party who bas made such application shall fail
during any year to file the testimony aforesaid the lands shall
revert to the United States, and the twenty-~iive cents advanced
payment shall be forfeited to the United Stgtes, and the en-
try shall be cancelled. Nothing herein. contained shall prevent
a claimant {rom making his final entry and receiving his
patent at an'sarlier date than hereinBefore prescribed, pr oviding
that ne then .akes therequired proof of reclamation to, _the
aggrepate extent of three dollars per acre: Provided, Lthat
proof be further required of the cultiwa tion of ane eighth of
the lands ese

fpproved, larch 3, 1891,
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 APPENDIX III
STATE LAWS ON THE REGULATION OF FFEIGHT RATES

1
1 ‘ n
¥e it enacted by the Legisl ature of tie State of Vashington:
Pection 1. No indiv dual , company or corporation, owning
operating, managing or leasirgany reilroad, or part of a rail<
road in this s&ate, shall charge for or receive a greater or
higher rate forcarrying wheat, barley, flour or other mill
stufis, potatoes, melons or hay, than eighty-five per centum
of the rates actually charged for carryingsaid articles or
com oditles on the fird day of Decemier, 1890: Provided that
no greater rate than filve dollars ($i5.00) a ton shall be charged
Tor carrying the articles or commodities hereinbefore enumerated
for a haul of five hundred miles ar less,
Section 24 The maximum rates of freights on all rail-
roads 1n this state other then on thxse articles or commodities
enumerated in sectlon 1 of #this act shall be the rates
that werc in existence on the first day of Decomber, 1890,-«=-
(Passed bver the gowrnor's veto, {ebruary 2, 1893)

2
LE

bp it enacted .Uy the Legislature of the State of Washington:

“ection 1: No ‘ndividual, company or corporation, owning,
operating , managirg ar leasing any railroad or part of a raile
road in this state shall clmrge for or receive a greater or
higher rate for carrying wheat, barley, flour, flaxseed, rye
or other mill stuffs, oats, potatoes or hay, than eighty-Tave
per centum or the rates existing for carrying said articles or
comodities an thethird day of January, 1893: Provided, ‘hat
no greater r&@ rate ti.en four and 75-100 dollars per ton shall
be charged for carrying the oarticles or comuodities
hereinbefore enumerated in carload lots fa a haul of f ive hundred
miles or less,,

Yection 24 “he maximum rates of freight on all railroads

il
Session Laws of the State of ™ashington, 1893, P. 5
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in this state other than an thme articles or commodities enw
numerated in sectien one of this act shall be the rates that
were in existence on the third day of January, 1893: Provided
that this section shall not apply in respect to rates that were
in existence at the date last named,made in cumpetition
with tr'ansportation wholly or partly by water.

wWection 3. Apy individual s, company or corporation owning
operating,, maneg ing or leasing eny railroad in this gtate feelw
ing that the rates established by sections one amd two of this
act are unreasonably low, shall have recourse to courts of com-
petent jurisdiction, which shall grant such relief af nay ap-
pearj 8t and reasonable.

Ap;m:'o\ﬂ::ud March 9, 1893,

3
LAl

e it enacted by the Legislature of th.e State of " a.,hnng,ton-

Bection l. Mo railroad, campaniy or other common carrier,
its agents or employes, doing business within this state shall
charge for hauling agricultural products as defined in this
section, in carload lots from one point within thk state to
another point within this state &t a rate exceeding ¥4.25 per
ton for a distance of haul of 350 miles or orer; and at a rate
exceeding 90 per cent of the rate actually in effect on ths
Northern Pacific “allway between the same points in ths state
of Yashington, on January 2, 1897, for any distance within
this state: Provided , 1hat no c¢ha rge for hauling freight
aforesaid, in cawload lots, in this section mentioned shall exzceed
w425 per ton from any point within this state,to amother
point within this state. Hapricultural products mentioned
herein is defined to be corn, gran of all kind8, flour,feed,
mill stuffs, flax seed, hay compressed in bales, hops
compréssed in bales,

Yec. 2~lp railroad commny or other com:on carr:_er, its
agents or aesmployes doing business within tle State of Hash:?.ng.;ton
shall charge for hauling in carl sad lcts, fruit in boxes,
barrels, or crates; po atoes, onions ami vegetahles of all
kinda in sacks, boxes or barrsels; and eggs in boxes, barrels
or cases; and butter in boxes, barrels or pails; and cheese
tallow and lawl in barrels, kegs or cans; and woel in gacks,
fran ome point within this state to another point within this
state at a rate excedding 80 per cent , of the rate charged by
sald railroad or carrier for hauling of carrying a like kind
of the Preight on the secoml day of January, 1897, _on the basis
of the rate charged by the ligrthern Pacific “eilway “Ompﬁny
on the secomlday of January, 1887. ...

“pproved by the Governor, March 13, 1897,

S
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