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Speci:'ll measage of the governor delivered in Joint session at the
council and house of represents tives of Washington ‘erritory, Monda'y,
January 21, 1856

Fellow-citizens of the leglslative assembly of the *srritory of
Washingtone I have taked (cop: ) the liberty of departing from ths usual
custom of d;alivering a written message. This arises fram the exigencies
of the case, It dild not seem necessary to follow the egiquctte usual in
such cases if by doing so time should be lost or jublic biisiness deferred.

We are, fellow citizens and hawve been for the past three months
engaged_ in an Indian war. Our settlers fran the Cowlitz river to the
Sound have been obliged to abandon the ir claims to 1live in forts.

It 18 true thatalmost all the Indiams are friendly; that the number of
Indians hostile does not exceedthe number of one hundred and fifty or two
hundreds but fram the pecularity o the country, if this farce is not soon
erushed, it will prove a sowce of serious annoyance upon this side of
the Cascado mountains end the othere Sevoral tribes have violated their
pledgod (plighted) faith and broken out in open hostilities.

Yo are now in the midst of & war, What has brought it about ani what is
the remedy? Centlemen of the legislative assembly, it is due to you
that I should enter dispassionately and fully into the policy which has
m arked the govermment in the making of treaties with the I dians of
this territorye.

It is important that the honor and dignity o that govermment should
be swtalred, That its course should be characterized by humanity and
justice. ‘hose who mve done tleir duty amd ramintained the dignity
and honor of the caintry should not be struck down. Let the blow be
stduck in the r ight quarter. If dignity and h onor lave been maintained
then has no citizen anytling to blush for, and it is a bright page

in the history df the country and dear to every citizen.



Wpen this Territory was organized there was a population of about
four thous:nd souls,widely scattered. No treaties had been made wit h

"‘erritory, nax was there ,

Indians occupying the lamis of this
practically, an intercowse law, Congress had by law extended the
provisions of the Indian intercourse act » sofar as applicable,

over this Territory and Oregons. Corgross had also passéd a donation
law, inviting settlers to locate claims, first west, then east of
the Cascade mountains and publiic surveyshed been ordered to be
made over thls domain., Put the Indian title had not been extinguished.
ghis was a bitter cause of complaint cn the part of the Indians,. "'[he
Yakimas, cayuses anc "alla="allas were anxious tomake treaties,
selling their lamis to the govermment and securing themselves
reservatiane for their permanent homes and they asserted that
until such treaties were made no settlars should come among thems
hese were the reasons of public policy which i duced the government
toonter into the se treaties and no time was lost in consurmeati g
theome "_“ho-peol)le of this Torritox-y urged upon Uongreas the necessity
of such a policy afid cangress made appropriation to arry out their
wishes, It fell to my lot to be appointed the comissioner to negotiate
these treaties, I entered upon those labors in ;*_’ecember, a year
a0, and during timt and the followin g month successf\;lly treated
W th all the Indians upon the Sound, the Stmaits and the Indians at
Cape Flattery. _ _

In January a year ago I dispatched Jas, Doty, esqe 9ast of the
Cascade mountains to ascertain the feelings and views of the
Indianse He visited the Yakimas, theCayiises , the "alla=-"allas and
the Nez Perces in thelr own country and they were desirous to treat
and sell their lards, Kemiakin advised the tribes to meet in council
at "alla Walla , saying that was the ir old council ground. The
councll was convened aml lasted 14 days. #11 those tribves were

present. The groatest care wra taken to oxplain the treaties,
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and the objects of themn and to secure the most faithful interpreters.

Three interpreters were proviédd for each language; one to act

as principal interpreter, the other two to correct. 4t the cluse

of that caoncil such expressiors of joy amd thankfulness I have

nevor seenexhiblted to a greater degree among I.dians. Kamiakin,

- Peu=peu-mox-mox, the young chief Stickas, and the Lawyer, all per-
songlly expressed thelr joy and satisfaction « Kamiakin asserted
that personally he was indifferent about the treaty but as his
poople wanted it, he was far itrand that was the reason he assented
to the treatye

“herecod of that council was made up by intelligent ard dispassiocnate
men, and the speeches of all, theremde, are recolded verbatime :he
dignity, humanity and justice of the national government are there
signally exhd ited .axﬂ none of the actors therein need fear the
criticism of an intaliii-;ent community and the supervision of
int lligent superiors. By these treaties, had the Indians been faith = |
ful to them, the quw stion as to whether the Indian triwmes of t his
territory can becme civilized amd dwristianized beings, would
have been determined practicd ly, and as to whether the intervention
of an Indian servige , for the supervision of the Indians, might
not becane unnecessary,in consequencg of the Indians being able
to govern themselves, This spirit lies at the basis of all the
treaties made in this forritory.

fnotier council followed in which three considerable tribes were
canvened, which lasted e ight days~-the Indians at the close, again
expressing the utmoest joy amd satisfaction. It 18 due to gentlemen
of the legislative assembly to malke this frank and full statement.e
The "I"'erz'itory have .mthi_ng to blush for, nothing to fear ‘n the
judgmert of impartial men, now living, nor the r:buke of posterity.
s to tl® causes of this war, it is not a question necessary to

dwell upone. It has beon conclusivelyd emors trated that it has been



plotting for at least two ar t hree years., I am frank to admit s that
had I known when te council at Walla-"alla was convened what I
learned afterwards, I should not have corvened that council, I
learred fram one of the fathei's, sane days af'ter it had commenced,
and I was satisfied that thisinformation was correct, from the
depdrtment of seversal of the principael chiefs that many of the
Indians came to that council v th hostile feelings. “ut when I left
Walla Walla I thought the by the treaty such feelings werc entirely
agsuaged=~thet those who were once for war were no¥ for peace

It is difficult to see how such a combination should have existed
and not have beon ! nown}; ard yet it extended from the Bound %o
the Umpqua=~-from one slde to the othar of the (’ascade mountains .

“ellow citizens! “ar has existed fo three months and still
persists. 4 var entered into by these Indians, without a cause;

a war having not its origin in these treaties nor in the bad conduct
0. our peoples, It originated in the native intelligence of restless
Indians, who foreseeing destiny against them OAD that the white

man was moving upon them, detecrmined that it must bemet and
resis‘ed by arms, "¢ may sympathize with such a manlyf eeling but n
view of 1t we lave d@e hig . duties,

I will not dwell upwun the offorts made, the falsc reports circulated,
distorting the procecdirgs of these councilsy the stories o killing
friendly India s, which the e hostiles have resorted to, to spread
hostility. *he war exists; the que stion is=-How shall it be met?
There ar o duties to be dischapged, difficulties to be grappled with
The war must be vigorously prosecuted row, “eed time is coming
and the farmer .shou]::l be at his plough in the flelde The sunmer is
comings The snows will melt in our mountain passes, Yay=light is
bresking upon use. It seems tome the warmssason is not the time for

opepaticns. :‘he gloom which for a time hung over us is giving Y2y e



© There has beén great energy displayed in handling the whole
questlion. Judgment am energy in driving b ack, into a canparatively
small region of country, the hostile Indians am in koeping the
great body of the Indians entirely friendly,

"I"'he' work remainin;; to be done is comparatively sralle It is
my opinion that it would be expedient foarthwith toraise a farce of
three hundred ren from the Sound, to push 1nt6 the Indian country
build a depot and vigoarously operate against the Indians in th is
qﬁarter; and rearly thesame forceshould be raised on the Columbia
river, to prosecute ti® war east of the Cascade mountains. This
last woald have a vast in'luence upm the operations in this sections
It would prevent reinfar cements from either side joiningthe bands
on the other side and would ef'ectually crush bothe “ut what is more
Impar tant would be the influence upon the numerous tribes not yet
broken out into hositlity. It is due to you to state what experience
in travelling through the Indian country e s taught me, there is a
surprlsing feeling of uneasiness among all the tribes who have
not broken out except, alone, the Nez Ferce, shese tribes may be
led into war, if delayattends our operations,

I regrot on this occasion tole compelled to critisé the officiel
acts of a gallant and :war-worn veteran,wne whose name has been m
the historic rolls of the country for nearly half a century, But it
18 due to the people and the authorities of t he Territory of
Washington that the facts should apiear andte knomm to the national
govermment, uov.; Fason, in obedience to the requisition of the
commanding aof ficer of the United States forces upon t e “olumbia
fiver, raised two comparies of volunteers, of excellent material,
They were well mounted and ready for the f ield, #nother company was
ralsed to protect the commissioner appolnted by the President
of the United States to make treatles with the Indian tribes

in the interior of tho continent. *hese troops were disbanded, were
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boought dowm ihdo garison, and the regulars were kept in garrisone
“nd thore stands out the broad fact, that seven hundred Indians in
the "alla-"alla valley were met and defeated by volunteers » When

the regulars were in garrisone "'L’he President's commissioner, a

high functionary deriving his powsrs from the President of the
United ® tates, and not from any department, was left without rotection
and the troops fH&d0afHy raised to protect Major ﬁeneral Wool
thought proper to disband and bring into garrism. l‘hat officer acted
unquestianably fran a sense of duty. His reputatdtion as a gallant
poldier, his long and valuable services tothe country cannot be
disputedes L do not wish to impugn his motives. I only desire to
submit facts for the jJjudgment of superiors at home,

I learn, fram good authorlty, that his plan of operatiomms is to
delay till spring, probaoly until May, It is well known by those

vho have experience and knowledge of their country, that February
and March arc the b est months for the prosecution of t his war,

I think it due to tl® legislative ausembly to state the reasons why
all voyageurs and gentlemen of e perience in thdse matters give it
as thelr cpinionthat now is the proper time far actime? here is a
vast plain betwcen the Cascade amd Bjitter Root mountains. “he
Columbia, “nake, Clear Water and Spokano rivwers are to be crossed,
The dgnow is but a few inches desp and lastsbut & short time=-

seldom over a far tnight."""here is but one continuous period of cold
wenther, and that per iod has now pa:sed, :he mountain passes are all
clogsed up with snow which can only be scaled by fnow-Rhoes . Yom

the se reasons the Indians camnot escape, should viiorous operations
be made, 0O, these plains our forces can operate well, ‘here is abundamt
fuel for camps, grass for animals and the rivers are low, :he Indians
mu;st be struck nows But 1f we delay a few months the roots and f ish
will abound, supplying the Imlians with food, """he snows will melt
ard the mountain passes will allow them hiding places,
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It 18 my opinion , if operati ons are deferred till summer they must
be deferred until winter again,

“nat effect would ithavc on the Sound shoild nothing ‘be dore

until May o June?The thole industrial community would be ruinedj
the Sound paralyzed; the hushandman would be kept in a staie of
suspense by rumors of war ard cauld not adhere to his pursuits 3
fields would not be tilled, and the Territory would starve outs
;mn;mam I am of the opinion that vigorous operation sho 1ld
be prosecuted on both s ides of the Cascade mountains . "henver it is
prac ticable or expedient, it is best th& volunteers should be
mustered into the United “tates service. It should go to the autho-
rities at home, that we endeavored to co-ope: ate with the regular
~service. But the e has been a breach of faith, Poops rustercd into
ser ice were disbanded in violation of a positive.understanding;
and it 1s now proper thqt the authorities of this Terri tory

should c anduct tre movements of their own troops=~cooperating

with the re gulars where such cooperations can be effective, I

5 ofore do mwt think the volunteers of this Ler 1tory should b e
mustered into the Uplted Statos sorvice, I am ready to take the
responsibility of raising the , indepondent of that service and it
is due to the Territoryand to myself that the recasons for
assuming it should go OR® to the President and the Vepartments at
Washingtone

The spirit of prosecuting this war shald be &o ac:omplish

a lasting peace=-not to make treatles ,but to punish their violation,

Tho Yentlemen of the legislative assembly, I have doremy dutye It
was & pleasant feeling that actuated me on my mission, in maeking
these treaties, tolthink 1t was doing samethin to cilvilize

ard render the camﬂitiony’of the I dian happer; ard whille justice
amd mercy shonld characterize the acts of our govermment, there

should be no weakne se--no imbecilitye I; nations ms well as individuals



UeSe Senate “xecutive Documents Vole 13 Nose 66764 24th congress
1st and 2d sessions 1855-5G,
Tpe ('ovennoﬂ of aahington to the S ecretary of ar
Executive of'fice, "ashington Tarritwy
Oiympia » Tarch'9, 1856,
8ir: Referring to my previous conmunication, setting forth the
necessity of calling aut voluntiers to protect our settlements
gnd to cooperate with our rogular troops in waging war upon the
hostile Indilans I have the horor tosubmit for your informetion
of the depabtment the present cordition of the volunteer service,
Thegeneral plan of operati on, and the staff arrangements made to
glve efficlency to the service will be shown in General Orders Ngae
4, herewith enclosed,
The nor thern battalion i1s now rendezvousing at the fal s of the
Snoqual-mie, will number sbout: ninety men am will be supported
by Pat Kanim armd his bend of near ly one hundred friondly Indians
' hls bat talion is ordered to establish block houses on the prairie
above mfn sixty days ' provieimns and will prevent the Indians either
crossing over the rountains b: the passes of the “nowqualmie or
goling down the Sno-ho-mish, to tempe: with the friendly Indians on
the reservations.
""he central battalion, under lajor Gilmore Hayes, 1s now
established at Con ell's prairie, on the south side of wWaite
river, & block house and corral lms boen built and the corrmunication
with the rear is secured by aferry and block house on the Puyallup
amd b block houses at Monigomery's and on the Yelm prairie, “hey
havo one hundred days' supplies of [rovisions talken in by ox-teams
which have since been withdrawm and will immediately custablish
block houses at he cross ng of White river to conmnm."mate with
the regular force under the comand of Lieutenant colonely “asey

on the lMucklieshoot prairie and at Porter's higher up on White river



;-h_e cordisl relatioms betw en the regulars and volunteers,
montioned In my last commnlcation, still continue and I have
every a surance that our volunteers will do their duty,

f‘m depa 'tment will observe that ore of the companie s of this
battalion is a company of plemeers. . o are experienced axemen and
mve renderedthe most efi‘icieﬁt sevice in openin; roads and bullding
block housen, Yo war will be emphatically a war of block
houges,

In the movement of the troops upon the Muckleshpot, a decis ve
battle was fought with the Indilans in whichthe latter were signally
defeateds Their establishment at Porter's hes sincs becn broken
up, and they lAve boen driven towards Yreen river, If they continue
thelr retreat further, they will be met by the voluntcers and
friemdly Indians of the northern battalione

The sauthernbattalion is still organizing, but their march &e
the interior willie delayed far & short time, in vensequence of my
£1 nding myself obliged %o order more than one coupany to the
defence of the Sound, # band of hostilles under the notorious Qui-e-
muth, had unknown tous, established themselves in the Nisqually
bottom within tvelve miles of this place and the garrison at
Steilacoom. "' became award of their presence one week since they
hgving on that day killed one of ouwr citizense
' One of the teamsters had been for somedays nissing, and he also
had been :illed was ascertained the same day, “he whole force
of the central battalion, 6 xcept fifteen men, was then in the
Indian country on White river. Immediately an express was dispatched
to the Columbis river, ardering Captain llaxon's mounted .campany
to the Sound, and bonight his canpeny w1l be at Jackson's, ninety
miles on the roade The rapidity of the movement is the best evidence
of the necessity of a ction, and the disposition of the troops
to obey arderse I, the meantime Ihave raised the force of fifteen



men to six_ty ami in additlon have sent twenty-nine friendidy Irdians
into the field, These Indlans are led uy oxperisnced white nene

:hese hostiles hav e,within tend aygkdriven ofimuch stock
and have alarmed our entire settlementsy we hope soon to rout
them. It is necessary, howsver, tohavwe considerabls guards to all
ar trainse :he mail from the Columbia river came in on friday ,
with an escort of four menes
The danger 18 mot 8o much fran the harm which this band may of
its om dtrength do, as 1t numbers not over farty warriors, but
from the facilitity with which it may comunicate with the frilendly
Indisns on the reservaticms end stir them up to hostllity. Seattle
$ held by a company of volu teers, comeisting of I‘orty odd men,
cormanded by the chief justice of the Territory, Lisutenant
Colonel lander,

(copy) -

Lone Yrees point which comands a trail from the camp of the
ho stiles to the Sound, whence they may communicate with the
reservations, is also held by a volunteer force of ten mens They
have bullt a substantial block house,

Our people are not discourageds 'herever four familiec apg,
thoy will bu 1d a block house, hold it against the Indlans and
endeavor to get in their cropse Over ons half of the able bodled
men on the Sound are b «arimg arms § our people have palriotically
placed at the disposal of ﬁe autharit® s all thelr availoble neanse
Weneed aid from the general governmenis-ample appropriations to
defiray the «xpenses of thewar.

I have rmefused to receive ini:o service a single man for local
defonce; all are enlisted for six months, subjoct to the orders of
the executiw .

i this way an ef'fectual stop lms been put on any attompt to enrol

troops for naminal s.rvice, with a view of extorting pay and rations



from the governmente
I am s8ir, very respectfully, your most obedilent
“eaac I. S tovens
Y ave rnor ""'arritory of “ashington
Hon Je!'ferson Davis
Secretary of War, “ashington D.C.

ey om0 20ty b

General rders Noe. 4

lst-*he 2d regiment of "ashingtm Territory volunteers m lled
into the service of the United States against the Yakima and other
hogtile Indian tribes will be orgarmized into three battalions,
to be designated respectively the (. arthorn, the central and
southern battalimms.

2d-:he northern battalion includes canpany G, commanded by Yapte
V&\n bBokkeling canpany I “apteﬂn liowe; a detachment of coampany
H, ‘.‘apta:m Peabody ami will be commarded by a major to
be elected by the c amand upon 1ts concentration,

9de It will receive supplies and transportation from quartermasters
and commisglonary Robinson and moveimmediately up thg river to the
Snoqualmie falls.

&thw=The central battalion, comiandedby Major G lmore Hays,
will comprise company 2 » Uaptain Rabbesong Conpany b, "aptain
Hemness(mountsd rangers;)the train guard, Capta in Spead e And
the ploneer company, commanded by “aptain "hite; with detachments

Captain Swindall, of company F and be sup =

of scouts, comanded by
lied by “uartermaster and “ommissary "eed, at the post of Olympias
S5th=T is battalion w1l mark to the Muckleshoot prairie,
establishing block houses at the Yelm prairie,et Montgomery's
station ani thecrossing of the Puyallup river and forming a

Jjunotion with the regulars, erect a depot, hos, tal and block



house at or near the forks of White and Yroen rivers.
Gth-:he sout hern 'attaliun, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel
Shaw, will arganize fromt he companis uow farming by Capta’ns
Mexen, Wehilles, Higgine and Pearson upon the Columbia river,
ard vi1l march to the Walla-Yalle valley as soon as possibles
7th=the southorn battalion w1l be supplied by Quartermaster and
Uommissionary Ilathaway at Fdrﬁ Vanco 1ivei o
8th=-0fficers cananding Lattaliors will appoint adjutants for
the ir com ands,
9th-The bat alionadjutant will comiuct the military correspondence,
make the necessary reports to this office and keep the papers of the
cattalione
10th=Quartermaster sa nd cormissaries will make their reports
to “uartermaster and Comnlasary feneral Miller at Clympiae
1lth=Lioutenant ““lonel larder, com aming post at Seattle, will
aganize comnpany A of the 24 regiment of Yashington Territory
volunteers ,with as many frienily Indians &as may report to him,
amd ma ke mar upon the hostile sapvages infesting the foreste between
Elliott's bay am the country lying adjacont to Seattle and
cooperate with the naval forces (ow in the bay of Secattle am
will be supplied by Quartermaster ard Comm ssary.Fe llathias,
12th=Jared S, FMurd ami HeR, Crosbie, esqe. are appolnted aids to
the commander=in=chief with the rank of lieutenant colonel,
13theLustis Huger 1s appointed ecting adjutant to tie 2d regiment
W,T, volunt  ‘rs with the rank of first lieutenant.
14th=Midney S, F;rd, jre is appointed a captain and detached far
the special service of organizing a force of {riendly I,dians of
the “hehelisf and Yowlitz tribes for operation upon the Puyallupe
15th=Captain CW, Riley, with the force raised in “teilacoom will
build a fo't at Lone ‘ree Point north of e mouth of the Puyallup and,

occupy that post until further orderse
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16th-"arren tove is appointed quarterniaster ard comissary at the
post of Stélacooi.
17th-A.H. R obie 1s appointe quartermaster and commissary o
subsistence at the Dalles,,
18th=-G.K, Willy d tobe sugeon end purveyor of medicine and
nmdiéal.stores at neadquar tera, |
19th-y,P, B rno is appoinﬁéd 8 surgem inthe 2d rogiment and orderd
forduty with the central battalion,
20th=Dr. R.M, B 1igelow, surgeon for t he northern battelion.
Blst-fhe officer commanding the southernbe:talion will appoint
a surgepn for his conmand, and repart his name to this office, that
a commlsalion may igsues __ .
22d-""dwaré. Furste is appointed chiei clerk to t he quartermaster
and cormissary general,
25ra-James foberts is a ppoimted military ¢ lerk to the office
of the com=ands?~1nQChief,
24th-In all service of combim d volunteer armd Indian military
forcea, the military of{icer ﬁill teke cormand of t he whole,
25th-A11 officers commanding are re - uegted to make reporits to
this office as frequent’y as practicable,
By order of the governar and comrander-in-chief.,
Jemes “1ltan
Adjutant General Wer, Voluntcer Yorces,

Headquarters, Olympia, W.T, Fabruary 25, 1856,





