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America was discovered by Lolumbus in 1492, In 1532 farty years eaf ter,
the coast of the Arerican cort inent had besen explored fram the
Gulf of llgxico on the Atlantic side to the Strait of liageliang
diacovered and c rossed In 1519 ; and on the Pacific side, from
the sams strait tc the river of Culliacan, wiich emp fiea into the
Gulf of California in north latitude of 24 deg. 30 min, Horthward
of this point , nothing as yet was known of the vast region which
was destined to teem with so many milllons of human beingse

Iy 1534 Ximenes reached latitude 37 deg (Santa Crusg bay, north of
lMonterey) ; while going on shore in the vicinity he was mwdered
together with 20 of his campanions, by the natlves. The vessel was
talkken back to the liexlican waters by the swvivors,

I, 1536,Hernando Y rtez, the camqueror of lMexico, in 1520, forming
a resolution of making in person a firal at tempt, started fram
Chiametia on the coast of dew Spain, steered for the port on the
coa st vhere Ximones had met lis death. lle reached the place,entered
the bay,

Discovered by Ximenes
and landed on upper Califarnia soil in the beginning of June, thereby

sarning for lhirnsell the honor of being, af ter Ximenes, the second
discoverer of this part of the American contlinent. e vas accompanied
by several ecclesisstics. Up to 1578 , tlﬁjp&niards were the
principal actors in prosescuting discoveries along ‘he Pacific Coast.
Expediti cns were fitted cut by lernando °§rtsz, and by his successor
in the Wicee-royalty of Mexico. Don Apntonio lMendoza, penetrating

nur thward from time to time, tauching at various points along the



coast, but making no important discoverises.

In 1539 Francisco de Ullao, under the direction of Mendoza, sailed
from Acapulco north s far t he purpose of ascertaining the situstion
and extent of that country,whi ch by this timebegan to be called
Califarnia. He discovered that Califarnis was & eontinuity of the
American cantinent,.

I;q 1542 Rodriguoz Cabrillo sighted the California shores on the
2d July, and anchorec at a cape which he called San Lucas. ‘hence
continuing his voysge, e touched at dif ferent points along the
coast, and
Book Possession :
of thecountry in his majosty's mame, ard in September entsred
an excellent land-locksl harbor which he called Sen Miguel, s name
later chan;ed into that p, 2 of San Diego which, in latitude 32
deg. 50 min., divides Upper from Lower California. From San Miguel,
Cabrillo continued his examiration as far as port of Ios Pinos called
later by the nams of lionte Key (Mount King) where he was taken 1ll
and dled on the islamd of San Pernardo, January 6,1543

In 1543 , his pilet, Sartholomew Perrelo, took charge of the vessel
and in larch advanced as far up as latitude 43 deg.,(Oregon coast
half way between Cape “lanco and the Coquille river); but in
consequence of the suf fering of his crew from cold, fatigue and want
of proper nourishment, he resolved to proceed no further northward
ard accordingly directed his course toward the sairth. Lhus to
Cabrillo is due the honor of belng the Rkmmt third to land on the
shores of Upper California, amd to Ferrelo that of being the first
to coaat along the siwes of Oregone.

I,, 1664 another expedition wadé dispatched b the Spanish
Uor ernment whose commander was “ndreas Urdaneta » the author of a
chart which was subsequently used by the Spaniards for a century or
nore .

In 1575 , the tranquility which the Spaniards had enjoyed hithertoin
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prosacuting thei¥r voyages along the northern coast, ard in trading
ﬁith the east, was for the first time rudely disturbed. Inflamsd
by the acuounts given of the Spanish possessions and hoping to
enrich themselves by & system of plundér, a body of reckless English
adventurers , commarmded by one Oxenhem, constructcd a vessel on
the Pacific coast in 1575 with which they attempted to lay waste
the Spanish possessions, + helr depredations were not of any duratinn
for they were almost immediately arrested by the a uthorii ies and
executed for thdr crimes,. Their punishment,though severe, was in-
sufficient to prevent others fram following their steps,

In 1579 , an English captain, afterward Sir Francis Drake, appessed
on the coast af ter having pillaged the “panish possession of “hili,
Peru ard Guatemala (for vwhich he was knighted by Gueen Elizgbeth)
and proceeded to the north as high as the 43d degree(Oregon coast);

but finding the weather cold and boisterous and knowing that his
- 8hlp ne eddd repairing befors he caxld return to England, he retraced
his ateps (according to my notes) as far back as 38th degree, and
entered a bay which was later discovered aml called San ‘rancisco,
where he passed the Winter; but according to others,he did not entsr
the Golden Gate but landed at Point Reyes, which lies noth of Port
St. Francés where he took .possassion of t® country in her majesty's
nermse .

In 1582 Francis u'zail.i, a Spuaniard on retuming fram Fanila am Macao,
mnade & reconnolsance of the west coast as far north as the 57th
degree of latitude (abou Wueen Charlotte's Island.) o him was
near being due the honor of discovering the bay of San Francisco,
fa , in his account of the voyage he tells us that while descending
the coast he witmessed the sea covered with nwierous debris, evidently
the result of periodical rains by which numerous objects were
carried out into the ocean,

In 1592 , Juan de Fuca, being sent by the wiceroy, sailed as far
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north as the 38th degree, vhere e enter d a stralt and
anchored ina largs body of waﬁa:*%ggﬂ gtralts which bear his name)
f“‘a‘lﬂg abttacked by muwerous bodies of Irdians, be returned to open
gsea and thence to “capulco (17th south Gegrec) a nd reported his
succena tc tho viceroy.

In the beginning of 1596 , an expedition consist ing of three
vessels, entrusted to the care of “abaatian Viscaino sterted from
Acapulco in order to protoct the Jpanish posuessions of the Pacific
coast apainet the pe 3 Epglish marauders, there being on board four
Ypare 1scans.The £leet put into the 1slands of lazetlan; thence pro=
caded to Banta Crus bay, where Yiscainor ommined for a coupls of
na the during wieh time ths fathewrs e wery effort to glve the
aborigines scme elmontary notions of the Christien religione ind,
for scwe Pesson, ab andoning his eit erpriee, ¥1spaino retumed to
Aeapuleo in Octobere |

S1x years later, in HMOR 1602, Addral Viseaino hesded snother
ozpoditi on for a like cbject, at the ccsiand  Philip I7I. He was
scconpanied bn this occesim bythres Carmeiite fathers. ¥ hey put
into var ious poris along the coest; He fathers had thareby full
oppurtunitics to moet the I dlenc end ewbrace them &ll in e most
affectd ommts nanmer s

Op the 10th of “ecembor they entered the habbar of “an Viguel,

then fortis £ fret timo called San Yiego by Yiacainoe From San
Viego he visited part Los Pynoo, which he ¢ alled lgnte Rey and
thence prroceeded tagggat the 438 degreo of lstitude, ore degreso up
#he coaat of Oregune. 2 £indirg the weather unfavorsble ard some of
his nen sull'erdrg fran scurvy and other disecases he altered his
course and retumed to Mexico, vherche arrived “pril 26th, 1605 ,
It auears frap this date, tho coast was no more vieslted quring

the 17th nop until the first mlf of the 18th centurys
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In 1769 on the 14th of July , two days before the establishment
of the nev mission of San Piego, an expedition comwmnded by & Dan
Ugspard Portola according to the instructions from the Covernar, set
ot by land to discover and settle the port of Monterey, so called
by Viscaino, in 1602, It was camposed of 55 persons, including the
Fathers, soldiers and 15 Indiarms of Lower California. There
remained two Fathers and eight soldiers at San l‘iego as a guarde. ¥rom
ae causs or another, they did ot recognize the port of Montorey;
but continwed their journey with tie same object, and at a distance
of 40 leaguss (120 miles) further on, they c ame to a magnificient
bay, wiich theyc alled San Francisco, in hona o the great S,
Yrancis, the 1llustrious founder of the Franciscan Order.

In 1774 the Spanish frigate Santiago urder the comand of Juan
Perez, was ordered to rroceed on an 6 xploring expedition as far north
as was practicable. “wo fathers accaapamied the expedition. They
set sall In June am proceeded a3 far north as the 55th degree
of north latitude (about Queen Char lotte's Islard). where they put
into a bay and anchored there. thence they returnsd to lonterey and
curefully reconnoitering the coast on the way. As their ob ject was
not the establishment of missions they didnot land 'at any part of
the coast; yet they hal sufficlent opp rtunities to observe the
ma tives and speak tothem, as they were coming to them in canoes
for the purpose of bartering their Indilan goods,

In 1778 a sscord expedition was undertaken at the com and of the
viceroy with orders to examine ths coast stillfurther, to the end
of finding & sultablo port forestablishing a uilssion and the standard
of the crosa; the expedition,which was accompanied by two Fathers,
sa led in the same friga e “antiago commarded this time by “on Bruno
de Haceta, a captailn of the royal nmtgh navy. It put toscaf from
the port of San Blas toward the middle of Warch,being attended by
a schooner unde the commnd of Francis Bodega af ter whom the bay



6

of that name was called. Upon proceedirg nortiward as far aa the

¢1st degree of latitude they came to anchor in a place wnich they

cal ed Trinidad Bay (north of Humboldt habbor), where they found

the natives friemily and of fable. Seeing that this place wac well

p 4 suited for a missiomary establishment they took formal possession
of it on &;rid 17th by erecting & cross, a'llissa cantata" a sermon
end the solemn chenting of the "Te Deum" . Thence they continued their
voyage till they reached the 47th degreé ,Where they & lso ahchored

in & c mmodious herbor (provacly Gray's harbor north o Chehalis)

and tool: possession of the country by erecting a cross on the shae,
The commamier of the frigate atill continusd north as high up as the
48th or 49th derree 3 then turred east and soon sav land, probably
the south side of Vancouver'a Island, et the entrance of the Strait
of Juan de Fuca. Coming soutiward he came to anchar inside of a small
island near the main land. He sent some of his men an shore in search
of water, ard while in the discharge of the I duty, they were
surrounde@ by the savages and irmediately murdered. 8% the s me
place, ard in the same mannser, 12 years afterward, saue of the crew
of an English ship were destroyed and by them the place was called
Destruction Island; it is about one degres below Cape I'lat terye.

After this disaster pon Bruno de Haceta contlnued soutward along

the coast as far as 46 degress 16 minutes vwhere he saw & vast
opening in the land, wal!ch appeared to be a harbor, or the mouth

of some river. It 1s related that he tried $o enter it, but being
prevented by a sirog current , wii ch opposed his Drogress, he
petraced his steps and calied the river io San Roch, and

the prominotory which commands bay (copy) Cape of Assumption In
henoy of liary, “tar of the Sea=-which names soon appeared in the
Sranish maps. Uon Byruno de Haceta and h is comparions were, no doubt,

the first civilized men that ever saw the mouth of the Columbia.
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During the same year another Spanish navi;ator, by the name of
Bug Bodega, made the Oregon coast about 30 miles sauth of the
Columbia River, Tl land first seen by him was the high prominotory
now known as Yillamook Head=-called by the Spaniards Cape iizari.
Bodega examired the coast from this point to “ape Mendocino, so
called &g from Viceroy Mendoza(south of Humboldt Vity , in search
of @ large river,and to lmvw uean seen by Daguilar in 1603
{ (no close parenthe)) Bt not succeeding in his attempta hs took
his departure fran this part of the coast and re turmed to lMonterey.

In 1778 the celebrated gaptain “ook, an Bnglish navigator,
made land onties Opegon coast near the 424 depgres of latitude, but
by the violence of storms was driven still further south. However
the wirnd becoming mare favorable, he proceeded on his course to
the narthward end on the 22d of March he found himself in sight
of the coast, a little beyond the 4Bth degres., The land here dis-
covered by Cook was the projecting point of ths continent at the
entrance of the strait of Juan de Fuca which he called “ape
Flattery ard continudng north as high up as latitude 49 degrecs
30 minutes, he cast anchor in a spaclous ard securs halme harbor
whic h afterwards was called Nootka Sound. Here he continued
several weeks during which he held comstant intercourse with the
Indians, who appeared to be no strangers to white men. 4 British
station was eatablished at Nootka in 1780,

In 1779 the Viceroy being yet unsatisfied as to the result of the
expedition of Don Bruno de Hacets, immediately resolved upon
enother. This expedition which was commnied by Don Ignatius
Astiago and accompanied by two Fathers was composed o two vessels.
It started from “an Blason ts 12th of February, f’y the 3rd of May
they mad pro eeded as far north as the b55th degree of latitude when
they entered the islamds opposite to vhat 18 now British Fmerieca.
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:hen they carefully gxamined the coast for a couple of months, but

not finding the strait they bhad been looking for, they continued
their course until they reached the 60th degree (north of S5itka)
where they dntvred anextensive port. 1o this place they gave the
name of Santiagoe (It may have been Cook's Inlet) Before their
departure they f ixed a cross in an elsvated position after first
carrying it in position and cimth g the "Vexilla Regis." This frigate
was visited byngjng;g of Indlens, who came out to them in canoes,
“and mrtered their goods for whatever articles the Spaniards were
wvilling to glve theme. lxne captain having given orders for home, they
were soon descending tle® coaste. Pa sling the part of Santiago they
encountered a terrible storm for twenty-~hours, harassed by darkneas
agl a most crusl anxlety, after which they found themselves
surrounded by reefs from which they were miraculously saved by
their fervent recourse to the IMhmculate Plessed Virgin Marye
In 1788 Lisub. John leares, an Englishmen, fitted out an expedition
at lacao for the purpose o discoverirng the harbor, or Pesf or
rather the opening vhich was first seen by Don Bruno de Haceta in 1775,
Hg enter d the streit of Juan ds Fuca in Jyne md sailing in a souh~
erly course, discover d what he called Cape Syoalwater. 4 high
bluff promontory bore off southeast, at a distance of only 4
leagues (12 miles far vhich he steered in double, withthe hope
of finding sane sort of MErbw. e now discovercd distant land
beyond this promontory which he expected to be the uape of
Assumption of Don Bruno de laceta. By half past eleven he doubled
this cape at a distance of three mlles, havirg & clear and parfect
view of the shore in every part. # prodigious easterly swell rolled
a1 the shore, and the sounding gradually g ecreased from forty to
sixteen fathoms on a hard sandy bottam. #fter he had rounied the

promontory, & large bay opened to his view vwhere he expefted to
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find the river San Roch of Iaceta. Ag he steered in the water

shoaled nine eight,ard seven fathoms , when breakers were seen
from the deck right shead and from the masthead they were observed
¥o extend across the bay, He therefore, at the s‘ight, hauled out and
directed itls course to the opposite shors to see ifthere was any channel
or if he could discover any port. Falling in his attempt and expectations
he calledti® buy Paception j"a'y amd the promontory Cape Pisappointrmnt
ard deniled the existence of Rio San Roch,
In 1789 while the two American ships the Columbia and Vashin gton
were in this part of the ocean, there was a consicerable
difficilty between the Spaniards and the English in refercnce to
whnich had the best right to the cauntry in the vicinity of
Hootlm Sound, 4, thesettlement of this dif ficulty the captains
of the afuresald vessels took an activwe and effics nt part; and
from an urderstanding of the whole affair were of the opinion
that fram a& previous diicovery ad occupancy, the Spanish olairs
wore well fcunded and that the possession of the country was
an unjustifiable arrogancy on the part of the Bpitishe In this state
of things the two parties had their men of war on the ocean in
1789, lartinez snd Narvaez of the “panish squadron, after plying
several months on the coast, capbured two E,glish vessels and@ took
possession of the llootka. The Columbia and Vashing ton continued
on the coast until “ugust, 1789 when “aptain Gray proceeded in the
Columbla to China and the United “tates,with all the fums that
had been collected. “aptsin Rmmdri Kenderick remained on the
coast in the “ashingtone pe 6
In 1790 Captain Gray accomplished his voyage in safety; and on tis
27th ofli-‘ep ember 1790, ho egain lef t Boston in the sameship
far the nortiwest coast end sometime in liay, 1791, struck lam a
li'btl‘a north of Cape Is{endecino,“alifo:mia, or mear the 4lst
degree of north latitude, While proceeding nor thward toward Nootka

captaln Uray discovered an opeing in the shore of considerable length,
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in latitude 46 deg, 16 mine fram which issued a strong cwrrent
preventing his entrance. He camtinued of{ this opening for nine
days with an intention , if possible, to enter it, but tlw gtrength
of tke breakers and probably from the appearance of the breakers
which previously had frightened Lisut. Mears, he was unable km at
this time to accomplish his object. Though convinced that he had
discovered the mouth of a great river, without waiting longer for
~an opportunity to enter it, he procecesded to thenorth,ard in June
arrived at Nootka Sound. ¥ran this point Gray continued his course
north and after making some important discoveries in the vicinity
of “ueen Charlotte's Island returned to the Clyoguot,near Nootka
where he con tinued dQuring the winter,

I_ 1790 and 1791 , 8kx other expeditiors took place until

the news came that, by the treaty of Octe. 28, 1790, “pain had
ceted to England all her rights over Nootka and the whole country.
The publication of Captain Cook's travels about this time having
made known that thie coast abounded with 8sea otters so much prized
in China, ths news drow hence a good many traders of all nations,
In 1792 more than twenty vessels were plying on the Pacific coast
fran Califonia in the most septentrional latitudes and driving
trade with the I dian tribes. Of the number was the #merican ship
Columbia , Captain Up.y, who in the Spring hed left hls place
at Clyoquot for soithward. IR his interview with Captain Vancouver
who wasg going nor thward Captain Gpray informed hi that the previous
sunmer he had been off the mouth of & river in latitude 46 deg
and 16 min; wher the ouwlet was so strong as to prevent him from
antering for nine days. “aptain Vancouvler, who had seen the
coast frou gape HMendocino without finding any openirng or river
disbalieved the rfact stated to him and under this impreassion he
proceeded an to the north while Captain Yray to assure himself of the

reality of his discovery of a great river resolved , if possible
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to enter it with his ship. While proceeding southward he

entercd a bérbor which he ¢alled Bulfinch's harbor, but paas.ing

on he mmXimiarrived May 1ll, 1792, opposite the promontory which
Capt. Meares had called Cape Disappointmenta nd the Pay which he hdd
named the Bay of Deceptions

Thfough the breakers presented & formidable obstacle Is fore

them andi they did not lnow but that they were rushing to inevitable
destruction, yet Captain Gray and his gallant comrades dashed bravely
on amd dlscovering a narrow passage through the breakers, passed
them in safety , and as Uray had anticipated, found theriselves

in a large river of freshwater up which they preceeded a distgnce

of twenty miles pmma probably up to Tongue Point “haniels, The
natives flocked around the strangers and manifested the utmost
surpriss at what they s cw and heard. #fter having continued in the
river eight days making repairs, trading with the I dians, etc. “apt-
ain Gray again passed the breakers at the entrance through the
intricate channel, prepared to mnounce to the world the most
important discovery that was made on the northwest coast,

ﬁefore taking his departure he bestowed the name of his vessel

upcn the maj_estic river which he dlicovered calling it Columbia,.
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He also called Cape Hancock the Cape Disappointment of Meares ard
Polnt Adams,the low polnt of the south side. Yrom the mouth of

the river Yray returned to the north and in the vieinity of

“ueen Charl tte's island vhile his vessel was uncer full sail she
struck a rodc %k ard received so great an inj ry that she was near
foundering , but he finally succeeded in gettirg her into Nootka where
her damage was soon repaired, lere He found a Spaniard who had

charge of the establishnent. It was about the tims that Captain
vancmvar In com and of @ brig end a corvette being on his way to
Wootka to telke possessiaon of it in the name of the “nglish
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govermment, found there the captain of the Spanish vessel Von Juan
de la Bodega dit Quadra, empowered by Spain to execute the
troaty of Ocbober 28, 1790, Hence, an the occasion of the reunion Bf
the two commanders thegreat lsland north of the straight was

called Quadra Vancouver,





