Bannett, Mrs. Wilson M
Klickitat _
“oldendale. Centerville
Rockland

Told to Fred Lockley in 1928,

I am the first white girl born in Klickitat county. My father,

John “olden, wa: the fourder of Goldendale. Yather cpessed the
plains in 1853 amd settled in Polk county in t ke Willamette valley.

He ran a pack train to Yreka, balif. for some jeasrs ard later started
a store there,

In 1857 he came bakk to Yregon and went into the cattle business
with Louis Parrott,. %éther married his partner;s sister, Jane Parrott.,
She was 14 and father was 45 at the t ime of their marriage. MOther was
15 years old mheh I was born.

In June 1858 father amd mother went to ‘he Yalles. Cn July 6
1858 father took up a place at what was called fock land
rerry diretly across from ‘he Palles. Centerville was later
located not far from.fatheﬂ;s place,.

Tather sta ted thefirst saw mill ih Klickitat countye. this was on
Spring Creekat the Blockhouse, fivemiles from thepresent site of
Uoldendale. Ee hauled his lumber by ox team down the bed of the
canyon to Colugbus an the north bank of t he Columbia. Columbus is
nowkknown as Maryhill,

He shipped his Llumber on flatboats ar scows operated by sail, up
the Columbia to Umatilla landing.

When father and mother first weni to Klickitat there were only six
white families in the cowntye. I learned to speak the “hanook
jarbon befors I c oculd talk English well. NMost of our neighbars
were Klick tat Indians,

Thomas Johnson, a native of Canada, surveyed the townsite of

“oldendale for my father in 1871, My, Johnson settled in 1863 at

Rockland. e built the first store in “oldendale.



Klickitat county was organized in 1859 but as, there ware only
four white families in the cainty,nothing much was done about the

4
organizatione the county seat was located on Albert A1len s land claim--

1928,



Miss Mary W, Priestley
21 W Gilman St. ¥adison Wisconsdn

(loanmd pictures tc Agency in 1939 in connection with Simecoe)

Project under general dir ction of M,A, Johnson, superin endent and Mr,
Thomas L, Carter, forest supervisor of the Yakima Indien A gency.,
In resea ch problems all will be aided by olaf T, Hagen, Regional

“istorlan, National Park Sewvice, San Francisco,bal if,
Yne Wpa supervisor will be required for ¢ nstant supervision

June 1,1939, total of *7,119 appropriat ed for propect proposal.

For Simcoe slzds:; See O'Nelll, John F, Compiler smmd editor. Historic Americen

Buildings Survey Catalogue, 1938, p. 230 ¥ash, 25
Abstracts were prepared.

femorndium Bor fiald historians, on uniform practices in recording
historical data, by Foland F. Lee, ¢hief Branch of Historic Sites,
Washington p.C. June 17,1838,

eéstimate- -Rearrangement, cataloging and indexing of old Fort Simcoe

Records, 1928,, 1200 man hours... 750 total dollars.

Research and compilation of data and reports to be used as basic material
by sponsor for planning retoration etec. 11,880 man hours ¥8,955

total ¥g9,705,
typist,clerk, int. proof reasder, three research agsistants,



2
interviewer, interpreter, supervisor, agency supt, forest
supervisor, regional historian,

supplies, pasper, ink etc. 250 dollars,

June 17, 1939, Gate to Jomson: Telked to Miss Hgry Priestly, got

material for story you may have seen in Kepublic Thursday night,..

Mrs. Swanstrom Article, Seattle Synday limes, Jan 15, 1939

Father W 1bur, via Apne Shannon ¥onroe.



Miss Mary W, Priestley

21 W Gilman St. “adison Yisconsdan

(loaned pictures to Agency in 1939 in conn‘ ction with Simcoe)

Project under general di' ction of H.p, Johnson, superin endent and HMr,
Themas L, Carter, forest supervisor of the Yakima lndien A gency.
In resea ch 'roblems all will be aided by olaf T, -lagen, Regional

“istorian, National Park Sewvice, San Francisco,bal if,
Ve Wpa supervisor will be required for c¢ astant supervision

June 1,1939, total of *7,119 aporoprist ed for progect proppsal.

Yor Simcoe sizds: See O'veill, John F, Compiler end editor, Historic “merican

Bu® 'dings Survey Cstalogue, 1938, p. 230 Yash., 25
Abstracts were prepared,

“emorndium Sor fiald historians, on uniform practices in recording
historical data, by BRoland F. Lee, ¢ ief Branch of llgstoric Sites,
Washiqgton p.C. June 17,1838,

estimate~ Rearrangewent, catologing and indoxing of old Fort Simcoe
Records, 1923,, 1200 man hours... 750 total dollars.,

Research and ¢ pllation of data andreports to be used as basic material
by sponsor for »laniing retoration etec, 11,830 man hours ¥8,955

total ¥9,705, |

typist,clerk, int. proof reader, three resesrch s8sistants,



2
In‘erviewer, interpreter, supervisor, agency supte. forest
supervisor, regicnal historian,

supplies, psper, ink etc, 250 dollars,

June 17, 1939, “ate to Johnson: Tal ked to Miss Bary Priestly, got

materlal for story you may have seen in ﬁepublic Thursday night,,

Mrs, “wenstrom Article, Seattle Synday Times, Jan 15, 1939

Father W 1bur, via Annc Shannon ‘lonroe,



Ferries
Lyons ferry. ¥ield trip from “aitsburg, August 14-15, 1951

Photos taken. Infarmants. Mr. and Mrs. N.G. Turner, box 839% Starbuck.

lre and Mps. Turner have operated the ferry for six years,
Trip made by devious road, oil and gravel, earl& (b aem. daylite time)
from Waitsburge..no breakfast,nothinglopened.

North out of “aitsburg over old Mullan road, thence northwest to
Prescott. Roliing wheat land..plowed..stubble,.cattle grazing..pheasants
and dove on road.. narrow, steep grade to get down into Palouse canyon

Found ferryman at breakfast.

Union Facific train rolls by between house on bluff overl oking
ferry.. bDae "black gnats swarming over ferry..swill , turbid water
ﬁerrymanﬁa sturgeon fisherman..photos,.poor wuality some worth sending

for in emergency. snaps,

Truit ran ferry for lirs. Lyons about 30 years after Ljons died.

Turners acquired ferry in 1945 from £lvin Bitter who had it 205
years « He inherited it from his uncle, Ur, William Curmings (last name
spelling unsure) Dr., had it some 20 yea s. No regson for name doctor..
Used to be called Palouse ferry,

0ld ledgers, box of them, called Palouse ferry in 1872. Have entries
dating back to 1867 . Have information usedfirst in 1860 carried ox
team over., I 1888 still called Palouse ferry., 01ld ledger of 1872
fire scorched. 01d original Lyons home burned..other ledgers up
to 19 1917 called i1t Palouse, al!though it was always lknown as Lyons
ferry to old timers,

“ntries. =--1876 330 head of cattle QBBU $33. 1l loose horses &1,10
7 riding horses $1,75; 1 wagon ¥1l.50,

Lyons had 200 head of harses. lept there for stages and freightes,
“traded them off for fresh horses,

"Ferry Bntry-"To Indian--horse over and back ¥2.001 January 1893,

One two horse team up ¥2; 2 horses to hay $1; Two meals #1. Dec 11,



1872, "Cross 100 head of horses ¥12 a day." ?%99¢°

August 1, 1872--Indian on horse $1; after horse %1,

llay 5-TWages to Indian $6; 1876, to Indians for horses w49,
'or herding horses 4 mos, %140,

To Indian char ley %50 larch 6, 1881, "Indian Cha ley Bones, "

oaug
Uayuses Branded, ¥884, Kamiakun, one bay f 1ly,

Brought from Charley,
P8E® L ons horse brand, marked in back ) I « Cattle branding

referred to many times,

Fer:y slow starter, approach..dog jumped on board. ¥heel in
center.,., end sweeps to catch current. Cable. Cable inspected
regular « Smooth trip..0ne quarter of a mile across. ®eldom high.

In ancther few weeks power might be used by boat attached to side to
start, current okey on north shore, power probablly necessary on
south shore. Eight car ferry., Handled 2,000 sheep one day last year.

Boat built five or six years ago to replace three car ferry of

f ormer operatar., Ice fre: zes over--sometime: five or 10 below

zero., Not much snow,



Whale Island..
Dave Nelson , boatman (early winter, 1954.)

haystack rock. Local name for rock at end of 1sland. toward left bank
24 2% miles by road down left bank. 28 miles by rcad, down right bank.

Churn drill working sbout 4 miles shHove feverly.

dust devils whirl

soft spattering of rain on unquenchable soil,

waves of homeseeckers--thinking of them as you look ower toward
Slope to east..''e broke both the* plows and their hearts trying
to wrest a living from the unyieldinz land...year after year...

Core drilldngs-- hlack hasalt, zlossy black, few foot and two foot

lengbhs, pileces fractured,

Poat trip-hupging shore , darting out into current, waves- rock
scrapinz bottom of boat,hose dom , then motor, slap, bang slap, ease
up, level off. Now turn bend and un ag:inst force of
ra~lids.,

walk-walk on 1sland, b@A2® biting wind. tears in eyes by cold.
Rock paintl gs, bear paws, sun bursts,foot prints, head dresses.
Yrift wood fire on store,
Lire prezervers. Off in slow current, downstream d4nd i t o lowest

pids, bounce, slap, waves three and four feet high, riffles, then runnin

wild toward Haystack rocks, t€f then right azainst rouch water,
closer to shore, the up Chale “Yhute chan-el kmx against full force
of the raplids for 100 yards. Moved clear, Then slow moving channel,
at lower end and In still water, water drill ris, Anchor close to
"white horse" rodc,

Potholes, black m&skX%x basalt, polished basalt, rround smooth
by water, potholes large, feet deep--small ones. fractured by time

emd the elements.,



Mines _

(Blue Pucket)

Blue “ucket Mine. :old by Olive Tine, %Walla walla c cunty.

bgeh morning riders wer - sent out to locate water. ‘hey were camped
e night on a little strea:, very shallow, vhen the riders feturned
saying that 1t would teke a day and ight to reach the next camp,
#11 was hurry and bustle as the men rushed out to bring in their
cattle, 0_‘_'6 of the men, Mp, lerrin, came in with his cattle
and showedthe others a piece of metalhe had found in agopher hill,
Several of the men handled it byt none of them had ever seen gold in
i ts native state,
One of them took his wagon wrench armd hamiered te metal on his tireg
remarking, It is malleable; it is gold, thenhe handed it back
and went on hitching up his oxen. Mr. Herrin threw the ore, if oreit was

inyo & blue bucket, contain ing tools,



Indians

“nnihilation of the Chimacums.

45 todd to “ilbert Pilcher by Jame U, Mc“urdy, banker of
Port Iowmend, Jefferson countye.

d4mong the events that moved the peojle of Port Townsend amnd
the northeastern s ection of Yefferson county in the early days, none
was greater than the three-day battle that resulted in the complete
annihiliation of the Chimacum *‘ndian tribe of 1857,

4nd none caused greater fea among them; for t hebattler aged
less than half & dozen miles from t e little settlement on Huimper
peninsula and the white people there, only a few score altogether,
were so grea ly outnumbered by the con tendirg s gvages that they
trembled in hourly fear that the suwcessful wa riors , t heir lust for
killing whe ttedby victory,might at any‘ time turn upon the white
ingaders and mm ssadre them &l so,.

On January 26, 1855, Governor Isaac I. Stevens of trhe territory
of “ash'ngton a dsuperintendent of Indian a ffairs inthis territory
had caused to assemble the chiefs, subchiefs,headmen and delegates of
many Indian vill jges occupying certain lands on the Straig of
Fuca amd Hood's canal, known as the Olympia leninsula at Point No
polnt and there & treaty was signed, one ofthe tribes subscribing
being the Ch imacums occupying land along lort :'ownsend bay at the
present site of Irondale and Hadlock and the whole Marrowstone Island whik
at that time was connected with the meinland by & narrow sandspit.

Chiefs and subshiefs signing for the Chimacum tribe were Chisef
Kul-kuh-han, 8ubchiefs Ets-sah-quat, bai-a-han and Klen-a-kunst. *he
tribe numpered about 400,

“he bnohomish tribe located along the ®nohomish river across Puget
“ound was then thestrongest tribé on the sound. *1e "’arcl‘&y Sound

) - v
Indians living on the western shores of ancouver island were also a

-

powerful tribe. hese two tribes were in terma:ried and very



friendly to each other,

*he Parclay Sound lndians frequently visited the Snohomishes,
passing rort Lownsend a nd “arro. stone Point onwhich now Fort
Flager 1s situated, en route to the villages of tke Snohomnish
peoples. The Chimacums, & warlike and predatory people watched
for their passing fran lookout trees at the present Irondale. Vhen
the canoces of the Barclay Sound Indians approachedthe Chimacums would go
over the partage, inercept the canoesanl rob them, often capturing
the young girls and selling them as slaves,
“he ®nohomish Indians, en route tov ist ther friends at “arclay

1

Sound, would be intercepted &t Marrowstone and subjected to the same
treatment.

In the spring of 1857 the Barclay “ound Indians and the Snohomish tribe
combined to whipe out their marauders and their plan of attack
indicated careful planning and conc iderable lmowledge of s avage
military straiedy. The Barclay Sound warriors landed at
Keymes on uiscovex'y Jjay and slunk thraigh the forest to the west of
Irondale. ‘he “nohomish Indians pretending t obe en route to visit their
friends on 'ancouver Island, came by canoe past Port Lownsend. Port
tpwnséndites, however, nded they wore warpaint amweremuch
worried as the long line of canoes passed their settlement. Theyare
supposed to have landed at Glen Cove and spent the night therse,

Other Snohomish wa riors lamded on the shores of Osk Bay and
proceededthr caugh the forests to the south of Irondale. Yet othems
remained in canoes in Oak “ay until the following marning.

%% daylight the warriors from Barclay Sound ard Snohomish appeared in
canoes in ~awnsend “ay just off Irondale and a force of Chimacums
manned the ir cances and proceeded to g ive them battle. “hen the fight

was over a few Barclay So nd and “nohomish Indians were dead . But

the Chimacums who had remained there (cop.)



At the same time the Indians whohad ¢ ome from Keymes and entered
the fray fran the west ard those who hed landed at Oak :ay a ttacks d
the Chi scums fran the south. *he battle on shore raged around and
abo't the mouth of Chimacum creek and the Chimacumps last stand
took place & the present site of Ipondale. “hen the battle en ded
all the Chimacum Indians were dead with the exception of two girls
Une of t hese wa. taken as a prisoner by the :arclay “ound tribe ,the
other was held by the “nohomishes.

Barclay Sound

In ac ordance with the burialcustom of those days, the
and Snohomish +pdisns killed in the water battle were talken to
Kuhn Spit and placed in canoes which then were drawn up on the
sha e, back into the thick brusha nd covered with s ticks. lhere wer e
about fif ty canoces in this bﬁrial of the alliisd warriors. "»Lhe oad
C‘himacums who 'were killed in their canoes and In the land battle were
taken to Yeckem sPpit amd the ir remains treated the same as the other
tribes. On the int»Pd€3dd beach from the mouth of Chimacum
Creek to Irondale at intervals of about 100 feet the visitors placed
on tall poles the heads of a number of Cphimacum dead,to mark
the place of their amnnihilation . And for tlree days the victorious
allies danced thedance of death around these gruesome monuments,

The shrunken nheads of the Chimsacums remained there for several
months. For many years the gun pits, trenches and lookout trees
were in evidence aml visited by awed whites.™went oday on the
scene of ti® “himmcumgs last stand at Irondale, it is not unusual
to unearth grim evidences of the great battle and bones of the decad
contenders are oc asionally found in the brush and urnder logs 1in the
vicinity of Irondale,

".Lhe people of rort Tosmsend,while the battle raged, assembled in a

blockhouse which had been built previously as a refuge from



4
possible Indiana ttacks. They took no part in the short warfare
for their numoers were few and they feared to interfere evena s
peacemakers, lest they tou might be ;| killed.

Many weeks passed before even the most venturesome of the whites
visited the scene of the fray; for none knew but that loitering
:"arclay “ound or Snohomish Ipdians might misunderstand the ir curoristy

and add theirdead bodies to thmse in the Chinacum canoes,.

Ihe territory form rly held by the Chimacum tribe was
@cupied immediately after the battle by the “nohomish tribe which looked

upon the section with great favorbscause of the excellent flBhing
grounds both offshare anein Chimacum Creek,

In the Chimacum valley too there weremany beaver dams and the Indians
considerdd the beavers a blg asset. L nere were also largs crabapple
©80 groves ami onthe prairies grew the " amas" an onionlike plant
which they Rarvested for. winter consumption. ‘heChimacum valley also was
a favorite feeding round for elk in winter,

_The young Chi acum girl takenas a prisoner to Snohomish returned to
Oak f’ay whenshe had grown to womanhood anc ma ried & m&an named
Hoff, who homesteaded the place now owned by Joe Yah. The girl
who was taken to Barclay Bufifl “ound came back to Chimacum and ma rried

& men named “illiamson who homesteaded the place at Chimacum now the

property of D0 Jay CGould.



Perhaps in the early 18908s, perhaps earlier, John Riissel moved his family

into what was known as the Tieton Basin, His homesite is now covered by the

waters of the Tieton Reservoir., He had no road for vehisles into his haven

so all of his supplies, equipment and all of the things the family possessed

were transported by packhorses. This might require some doing because articles

such as a cookstove and various other things were too bulky to be lashed down

on the back of a horse., He even had a wagon on the premises, Obviously, the

wagon must be dismantled and transported piece by piece, But John was happy

with his surroundings, he was not irritated by close neighbors and the whole

valley and surrounding mountadns were his domain, In later years he had some

difficulty on account of the compulsory state school law, What success the

authorities may have had in compelling Russel to send his children to school,

I do not recall., But in any event, it was a long way from John's cabin to a

public school and no one had ever heard of a school bus in those times,

ﬁohn was of noble physique, being something over six feet in height and with
—e

broad shoulders and no surplus flesh on his frame, He wore a black sombrero over

a head of black hair which hung on his shoulders, His height was accentuated by

heo/r
high he@led riding boots., His was a noble and striking figure in any company.

%p the year 1900, it was generally recognized that the Yakima Valley had develop-
ed agriculturally to the point that the rivers could not supply sufficient irrig-
ation water to supply the needs, more especially in years of low precipitation.

And there were plans and schemes for the builing of new and larkger canals. There
was no water for these new canals, So the government, through the Reclamation
Service, was prevailed upon to conduct a study to determine how additional waters,
“over and above the natural river flows, might be supplied., To scout the mountain
areas for reservoir sites required ﬁeans for the engineers to get into the hills
and to keep supplies on hand., John Russel was obviously fitted for the job of
getting engineering crews into the mountains and keeping them supplied. He was
engaged to handle the job in the Natches watershed area. #e had the necessary pack
trains, the knowledge of the trails and the knowhow to do the job., For assistants,
he had two daughters who could handle a packtrain expertly., John, when he came to

t own, was given to celebrating more or less. And John was not one to be unduly

rushed at any time, I recall standing on the corner of South Front Street and

— |
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Chestnut Street one day while John was in town (North Yakima). The pack tr.in 7

was assembled and the packs were lashed in place., The engineers were assembled
too and everything was in readiness for the journey to the mountains, John wag
riding his saddlehorse around town, enjoying himself in the process, One off his
daughter packers intercepted him at the point above described, She hailed her
dad who stopped in the middle of the street and the daughter wlked out to the
vicinity of John saying, " The pasks are on and the engineers are ready to start",
John, with his hands resting on the saddle horn, looked down at her and replied
as follows, "You tell them that when old John is ready, we will go", That was
that and no back talk,

?ﬁ line with his independent and untrameled nature, John had never attempted to
acquire legal title to his Tieton Basin domain, He simply had moveg there, taken
possession ard, in his view, it was his land, He was there first, But when it was
later decided that the government was to build the Tieton Dam and Reservoir, John's
premises would obviously be covered may feet deep by the reservoir waters, John
had no title and no doubt the government could have drowned the family out witggt
let ot hindrance, But, as I seem to recall, Senator Wesley Jones introduced a

bill which resulted in Russell receiving some $18,000 as damages fro the govermment,

I know nothing of the ultimate fate of John Russell,

Ross Morris
October 29, 1958



	DOC011
	DOC012
	DOC013

