Irrigation -indians

“helan

Yakime water users are particularly fortunate in comparison
to water users in the Chelan district, L.M. Holt, supervising
engineer of the United States Ipdian service stated today upon
his re turn from a 600 -mile survey trip of ligahhincton Indian reéervationsl
fn “helan orchardists are paying #25 an acre for maintenance and

operation costs on their water systems, In some cas s, and %18
Pfor 1 1l-2 acre feet is a common price inthat territory,

The great cost of getting water for lands is laild to the
expensive pum ing systems used to get water from ‘helan and the
Columbia river.

One Indisn in the “helan district this yea was u able to get
more than a fifth of an acre foot for his 40 acre ranch
On the Nespelém reseratvation which has been practically dry for
seven years many farmers are abandoning their lands, unable
to carry them through ha vest while others are sticking the
summer our harvesting no more than seven or elght bushels of vhest
tothe acre. Orhards inthe “pelan dstrict are doing woll. One
orchard on the “olumbia river produces las-: year 1,000 boxss of
ap les to the acre, _

Holt while on the rescrvationmade several s tudies

of plans to increase the water supply by tapping availabie
streams. He made preliminary sketches of possible projects
ard will work out some of the main mroblems at his of fice here
?e was gone for sesveral days covering the entire trip in his

car=-The Yakima “aily Republic, August 25, 1925.



Wenas dam

Actual construction on the dam for the Wenas Iprigation
district by which it is planned to impound l,30%c§:ei of water
for the irrigation of 1,500 zqres of land bagan today.
It will be rushed to completion before freszing this
fall according to C.E. Crownover who is the engineer in charge of
the jobe Cgnstruction at the o0ld dam to strength and raise it is the

result of the organization ths spring of thse new irrigation distrift

for that section. Yakima Daily Republie, Ajgust 6, 1925.



Tiston=Rimrock

John Russell, Tieton

basin pioneer.
Days when t e lake formed by the Rimrock dam was the 61d

nyssell ranch, shown abo e , Inaccessible except by foot or
horseback and when above that was McA,ister meadows where John
MeAlister pastured his stock are recalled by old timers.
In 1881 Jshn Russell settled in the Tieton basin. He

had to pack in all I'is equipment on horseback down a steep trail.
His 160 aere ranch was sold to the governmaent for %17,000
when the Rimrock dam was decided upo . Russell did not have a patent
to the land but the overnment recognized his e¢laim to it
because he settled hhere so early.

Russell built the log cabin. —e packed in a wagon, piece by
plece on horseback as he did his farm equipment. The
RonnopRAPdndid Russell ranch was headquarters for the mors adventupouxs
sportsmen while the family lived in primitive sO§dQgdq: style,
hi e nating when snows made it difficult to get out.

The last seen of McAjister, who lived alone on his homestead
above the Russell place was in Ngvember , 1912, when he went
trap ing in the hills. Late tha following August his body
was found by sheep herders at the headquarters of I:dian creak.(copy)

WhenFred E. Shaw, coroner at that time went after the body,

he and his guides had to leave t eir cars and ride in b y
horseback for two or three days to get in and bring it oute.
Just what had been Mcijister's fate was never known.

The Tieton basin received historical mention in 1882-1884
when Aq Little we''t in, cut and float:d down logs used in
construeting the railroad through Yakima--The Yakima Daily
Rgp bliec, July 2, 1925, Page three with 3 col picture of cabin.



Reclamation
Tieton dam
Calvin Cpolidge , president of the United States forgqt his vacation today
long enough to send a messape about the de ication of the Tieton dam.
#T desire through you +to congratul te the people of the state
of Washington on the éuccessful completion of the work to conserve
the resources of the state which should stand for all time as one
of the monumental engineering achievements of the countryl I trust
your conferenc with the people of the state of Washingtor relative
to the development of the Kittitas division of the Yakima project
will result in a development program that will fully justify
thiw large expenditure by the government," a wire read by the
segretary of the interior said.
Bafpre a crowd of 2,000 persons making but a small group
in comparision with the massive structure of the great earth fill
dam towering above them at Rsmrock, the dam was officially dedicated
this noon and christened, in accor ance with the wishes of the
valley pioneers as the Tieton dam,
T the name of the United States government which made
this dam possible through &its reclamation servic I hereby dedicate
the dam to the purposes for which it was built " declared Dr.
Hubert Wsrk, secrstary of the interior as he stood in the
centar ff the dam for the dedication ceremony.

Theﬁ turning to Senatoir Wesley L. Jones, Dr. Work
asked "im to christen the dam because "his cooperation with the
reclamation service and the work in every other way has
contributed materially to making this possible."

Only yesterday directors of the chamber of commerce had
passed resolutions asking that the dam be named the Wesley L. Jones
dam but the senator did not hesitate a minu.e. He spoke briefly of
this resolution saying how greatly he appreciated it, but a4dded

that his own sentiment is that the wishes of the pioneers should



be carried out . Tyrnig to the pioneer of all the pioneers preseint,
Mrs. Nettie S lawn Benedict, oldest living white chiid born in

tﬁe Yakima valley, Senator Jgpnes congluded b y saying:"I ask you,

Mps. Benedict, to christen it, the Tieton dam."

Mrs. Benedict, age 60 and daughter of Capt. William S;lawn
shows no signs of age as she grasped the bottle of Yakima
appld cide£ and broke it fairly against the edge of
the dam. The cider trickled down , a spot so small it could hardly
e seen b7y those who wer massed quite close to it so as not to miss
the dedication cersmonys.

After the christening ther was the usual rush of news photo=-
graphers. Secretary Work insis ted that Mrs. Banedict remove her
hat so he could see her and there was an audible chuckle as the
pioneer removed it, revealing a bobbed head with glossy black hair,

"I'm a bobber, like the restof fhem " ghe confided."I just had
it done."

Mrs. Benedict in her early da;s homesteaded on the C, umbia

river near Ppiest Rapids bu: for the past 18 years has been making
her home in Tacoma. She was tremendously impressed by the

change ;hat has taken place in the valley since the days

of W dust and sagebPOBHC brush' and also confessed to a great pride
that she had been sele;ted to participate in the dedication.

e . As the bottie of cider was broken ve@Rdedd both valves
wer - opened and two great waterfalls, 1000 acre feet each, spashed
down into the river.

Earlier in theoday the epersons who assémbled af.the dam wers
sh own over the work'by J.L. Lytel, Yakima projépt manager and
E.L. Tyce ;gg Superintgndent . 80d Dr. Elwood Mead was;a member of

the party. Fully 300 cars made the trip to Rimrock‘this morni g.wlt

Ope way-traffic wa the rule.Bert Sparrow, the human fly, contributed



3=-~-Tieton

bit by eliming the pintacle and placing a Unit 'd States flag at the

very peak. Later in the day he wil' attempt an ascent against timse.
Dr. Work was the second speaker after Senato r Jones

He stated that he could easily speak for an hour felling about the

¢laims of the valley to fame. Some of them he listaed as

its land, it''s climate, its water and psears at $75 a

tone.. Yakim Daily Republie, Thursday, July 2, 1925.

CYntains big pictures of dam, inside and outside pages.



Rimrock--Reclamation

After having been in the government reclamation service on
the job at'Rimrock as superin‘endent of construction since the
beginningof the dam, C+A. Williams with his wife left this morning
by auto for Guernsey, Wyo, whe re he is to have charge of

construction work on a project there in the same capacity.

Mr. Willgams was not certain where he would go from here
until instructions were r c¢ ived yesterday dir cting him to report
on the wvoming job within two weeks. e and his wife had hoped to
hav: a o th vacation.

His instructions granted the privilege of bringing
along any of the crew he desired and accordingly 10 of the
fam lies that have been on the Rimrock job will leave for
Guernsey tomorrow. Williams has been in the employe of the
government reclamation service for 15 years or more and has bsen
in charge of construction work on several projscts in the north-
west before coming to Rj rock, one being that of the Granger
Pipe line and another being the pumping plant at Fasco.
He was also similarly employed during the construction of the
Arrowrock dam. Williams will be located at Guernsey
on the construction job there for the next fthree ye rs.

A,though the project is under the federal reclamation

service the constructi n has been turned over to a prirate
construction company. A brother, Frank Wil iams, is employed

in the county auditor's office-Yakima Republic, May 12, 19251



3 Rimrock

Mr. Ralston expects to remain at Rymrock until fall when a
sale of all remaining machinery, supplies and equipment will be
held. at Naches C,ty. There will be about_$100§000 worth of
m,,erial to dispose of at this time. After that heOpldfdd his
plans ars indefinite but he expects to remain in “akima. He says he
likes the city and has purchased a residenc with the intention of
making it his home=-Yakima Republic, July 2, 1925.



Tiaton

Water will not be denied the 96 water users on the Tietm
irriation project whose appeals from the decision of the recl-
amation service Jenying them extension of time in which
to meet charges have not yet been acted upon according to
announcement today by J.L. Lytel, Yakima pro ect superintendent.

Of the 115 appeals mad e returns have been rec:ived from
19 , all but one being granted. The water has been turned
off on the 30 acres covered by this one application/

This in effect amoun®s to a further extension for these
growers who gt first understood their water was to be turned
off tomorrow, April 24%.08d6dp460OA It is expected that
tomorrow's mail will bring word of the gepartment's aection upon
another batch of appeals. While no appeals or applications
for extension will be allowed after tomorrow awater will
be provided until the pending appeals are taken care of.

Records in th office of F,oyd Foster of t e Tiston
Water Users association show that 1,544 acres of land on the
project are now without wate because the owners have to date
neither paid the delinquent ch arges nor made application for
relief. Much of the land is owned@ by non residents and consid
erable of it is rnot being farmed this year. It is made up of
111 tracts ranging up to 68 acres in size. Spme of the back
charges on the land may yet be paid and water received, Foster
says. Thus far this mo th the collections by Foster have
totaled $30,000 I, some cases growers do not need the water
but are waiti g for more urgent need before making the payments-=

The Yakima Daily Republie, A _ril 23, 1925.

b



C,ty “ater system

Yakima will pay Ed Forquer 12,000 for his 200 acres
at Oak flat for the city's minicipal water system intake, the city
commissioners and Forquer finallya greed yesterday afterno ne
Farquar finall agreed after two conferences and lengthy
bickering . ‘he commission paid F:rquer %100 down for a six
months optione. ‘he deal was boosted along by L.0O. Janeck, the
owner s rep ‘esentative who sold Forquer thelamd last June for %9,500.
Forquer declared Friday he would not accept less than f15,000
and reiterated that demand at the first conference earlier yesterdaye.
J.T. Hedges, commiss omsr of finance and “enry ‘raub, commissioner
of public work prouosed ¥11,000 and t he t wo parties were deadlocked
until Traub su rested each write down the best price he would
consider. Forquer wrote 12,000,
Forquer will be permitted touse the property the next six
months. He said he acquirec it as & summer base for his sheep
bands with the understanding that he could lease an
adjacent tract from Janeck and 0O.A. Fochter of 1,800 acres.
The F;pquer tract contains slightly less than 200 acres on both
sides of the laches river, Half interest in a foot bridge
loc:ted there goes with the property--‘he Yakima Rep blic,
March 10, 1925,



Ahtanum case
Mission-=Catho lic

Out of the 200 exceptions filed to the report of the referee in
the Ahtanum water rights case ,all were overruled except 26
which were affirmed in whole or in part by the terms'of the
opinion handed down by Judze V.O. Nﬁchoson last nigh' .

Marvin Chase, state supervisor of hydraulics will draft his final
decree based on the opniion of the court s findings. This will
conclude the controversy unless appeals are taken from it to the
state suprme court and there are indications that this mam

be done in several instgnces,

Two decisions in the case are outstanding in impo tance that
pn the Jghncox Ditch company and that on the Mission lands.
Rights of the people underthe Johncox ditch were taken out by
ap ropriation in 1884 when they tried to gain their rights by
construction recardless of the righ s of those lower down the
stream. It was held by the court that this action was not hostile
open or.advarse to rights of parties lower downe

Taking of water by the company resultig@ in oecasional water
shortages farther down stream but the situation thus prevailing
was interrupted from time to time and could not be said to be
prevailing for the statutory period.

Picturesque stories of the Valley's early history are recallled
in connection with the settleme t of the Mission lands referred to
in the decrse and the opinion.

Under a claimed right the Jesuit missionaries fenced off
477 acres of land in the Ahtanum believing that they would aqyiré
title to it . As early as 1352 they irrigated and raised hay and
gardenstuff.

I, the middle 80s different parties settled on various

portions of the mission lands , made homestead entries and

contested the rights of the bishops and priests to hold the land



A1l were successful with one exception wher: 33 acres had
been patented by one of the priests. 1t was the contention of the
gucces ors that contesting the ri hts to possesgion of the land
carried with it the righ! to possession of the water . After they
had secur d the land tliey mus t also have procured the water and
water rights whieh would date back to the earliest state of use,
or at 1852,

Both the court and the supervisor disagreed with this view
and allowed water righis ifrom 1852 only on the single tract of
35 acras which were listed as belonging to ' Andrew Hague,
who has 33 acres , and the bishop in Scattle , who has two acres.

Waters of aAhtanum cr =2k have been divided into 30
different classes which hove evolved from the earliest claims in
1852 to the latest in 1914 to Wallace Wiley. It required 67
pages of typewritten matter in the first decree to set forth
the claims of water users and descrintions of their land.

The Yakima Daily Republic, lMay 1, 1925.



Reclamation

Includ ing the w20,000 believed to ha been pert of the department
of the inter ior appropriation bill rushed through in the closing
hours of the last congress L.M. Holt, supervising engineer of
the Wapato reclammtion project will have 260,000 to
expent on the Reservation this year he amnounced today . Holt has not
yet been ofl'icially notified of the appropriation but does not
think there is any question sbout it

Payments amounting to 521360,000 have already been made on the
construction charges on the projectand Holt estimates
that %100,000 more will be paid out in this spring,
making a total of w160,000 from this source. Estimated inc ome
from maintenance chages is *80,000, This plus the 20,000
given by congre:ss runs the .total up to ¥260,000,

Water rights payments which must be made to the reclamation
service will make a big hole in this total., O, May 1 an install-
ment of w32,000 will be due and on Jan 1, 1926, ¥65,000 more
will oe paid over unles the amount is reduced befo e that
time.,

The Wapato .roject is paying for a full water right for the
120,000 acres of irrigable land on the “Meservationwhile only
72,000 acres are being watered.

The I,dian service howsver does not object so much to this as
it means that when the water is needed it will be there. Further
developnient of the Wapato project will bring into use
some of the water to be stored in the Tieton dam at “imrock.

Holt dosen't see why there should be so much talk as to what
is to become of the fimrock storage water. He points out that his

project will use it in time. Wapato now has a water right

entitling it to 250,000 acre feet. Ithas been get inghbut



1,Jo,obo acre feet. "he extra 150,000 acre feet happens to be
identical with the capacity of the Tieton dam. "ith the Kittitas
highland project coming on ,Holt can't see hat the vall.ey is going
yo have any water surplus.

"The Wapato project is one ofthe few I, dian irrigation
units in the country that is self supporting,W Holt points
out. It has demomnstrated its strength by thus far making
payments of ¥125,000 on its heavy water obligations without
the aid of congresse.

oo .Holt now has thr=e dragline exc_vators at work on the
Wapatoproject and a caterp llar ani grader., He says the first
lessee on the new Satus unit has 15 acres cleared. ‘wo new houses have
been built in that scctione fram 1,000 to 1,500 acres will be cleared
for cultivation on the new unit this year..he Yakima lLepublic,,

March 7, 19. 25,



Rimrock

Walter Ward, chief enginee on the Tieton dam at Rymrock
will finish his job Saturday nigh and leave Sunday for Denver,
headquarters of the western division of th: reclamation
sarvice where he will report for further duty.

He has not learned where he will be assigned but
has been informed that it will probably bé on the con truction
job for which th covernment fi st appropriates money.
Ward still has a crew of 100 men engaged in cleaning up
camp.

Hg expects to lay off at least two thirds of this number
Friday or Saturday mbrning and the rest not later than Saturday
night. o that beginning next Tuesday only the caretakers will

remain at Rymrock where so muc activity for the past few ysars

has gone into construction of the $5,000,000 reservoir-The

Yakim* Republic, May 6, 1925.



Reclamati on

Lieton, $3,194,823, acre. farmed RBQ 24,545.
Sunnyside $4,923,821, 78,130,
Reservation 6,325,000 88,000. totals ¥14,443,644, 190,675,
Complete reports of the 1924 crop production of the Yakima dis tdiﬁ:ts
irrigated lands show that the Yieton , ® n yside and Reserfation
projects with 190,675 acres farmed produced crops worth
9@14,445,644. The average per acre return was about 71 with
the maximum acreage return one of $130 reported from thse Yieton and
the greatest return, one of 6,325,000 coming from the Indian
reservatione
Red cheeked apples on the tieton from 7,160 acres returned to
the growers 2,286,819, an average of $319 per acre. Op the
Reservation potatoes ruled as king with some of the growers
getting as high as a carload of NO. 1 tubers from each a cre
cultivatede
At pre ent the largest acreage on the Tieton project is in
alfalfe but there are 5,355 acres in young orchard and a tendency to
replace the alfalfa by archard as shown by t he fact that in 1923
there was but 4,725 acres in young trees. ...l'he Yakima Republic, Fov,

18, 1925,



Reclamation

Sunnyside project

Crops produced on the Sunnyside unit of the Yakima
reclamation project in 1924 were valued at %4,923,821 by the
board of survey which recently finished its wark accarding to
announcement today by J.L. Lytel, project manager. farms
cropped totalled 78,130 acres with the yield
per acre averaging %63.02,

Potatoes returned to the growers the most money the value of the
crop being placed at 51151,350,622, a large increase over 1923,
he crop was worh #884,213 thens The spud a creage was 6,887
as compared with 6,210 in 1923,

The most profitable crop on the basis of per acre return
how ver was hops, ®@ddd0fd these returned $432 to the acre .

Small fruits were second with $236 and rutabagas third with a per
acre return of ¥$220. The potato re turn per acre was %208,

f41falfa and a vle returns took big slumps, accounting
largely far a reduction in the crop value in 1924. *he apple cpop
was worth $992,426 as against $2,998,037 the mrevious year.

Arple acreage was 9,230 while in 1923 it was 10,011,

Number of head and total value of livestock on the project s howed
decreases generally although there wer e notable increase s in the numeber
of dairy cattle and sheep. 'j"he number o dairy livestock
increased f rom 11,628 in 1923 to 12,335 while the increase
in the number of sheep was fram 5,798 to 9,615.

LTotal value of livestock was put at ¥1,459,507 compared with
%1,710,795. o The number of head of livestock was cut from
264,904 to 237,125,

Value of farm equipment was put at $731,175 as compared with

$801,835 the previous year . The number of automobiles and
their value dropped, 3,399 to 2,939, valued at $1,188,151



and $929,638, The number of silos fell fram 221 to 188,
Acres of young orchard last ye a was 2,04]l, an increase fram 1,
493 acres over the ycar.
The value of the 1923 crop on the Sunnyside project was
¥7,766,406, the drop last year veing ¥2,842,885.
Irrigated farms on the project totaled 3,391 compared wi h

3,18l the year previouss ‘*he Yakima ~epublic, Feb. 14, 1925,



“*eclamation

Rimrock dam

Construction of the huge earth £fill dam at Rimrock has been
accomplished at a cost to the government of $400,000 under
the original estimate of the r eclamation service according to
announcement today by F.T. Crowe of Denver, genera l superintendent
of construction who spent Saturday and Sunday on an official
inspection at Rimrock.

The totl cost of the huge dam will be $4,215,000 , Crowe
declared. The estimate andthe amount allowed by the
government for the job was %4,615,000. Crowe was chief engineer
at Rimrock through the critical stage o the worl havingheen
succesdfd last June by Walter “ard, who is bringing the job
to completione

The final work on the dam is being accomplished in excellent
fashion Crowe said. He ® lieves Ward willbe able to break
camp amnd turn the reservoir over to J.L, Lytel, Yakima
pooject manager about April 1. #11 the work is complete except
placing the control valves and@adldcd valve house at the mouth of
the tunnel., "hen that is dme the equipment will be cleared
away and temporary builldings removed.

Crowe was accompanied on his inspectiontrip by J.L. Savage of
Uenver, designing engineer of ther eclamation service. Savage
designed the Tseton spillway. He amd Crowe found that has been
installed in good shape,.

Crowe and Savage are making a tour of all projects of t hewest
eand from here will go to Pendleton, Ore, Where an earth fim is

being put in--The ‘akima Republic, February 9, 1925,



Reclamation

Rimrock

Bnd of the construction work on the “ieton reclamation dam
at Himrock is so near at hand that Walter Ward, engineer in
charge was able today to reduce his crew from 215 men to 150,
a cut in the payroll of 65 employes.

lhere remains to be done four or five weeks o finishing
wark on the dam, Mr. “ard said today. If the weather continues
a8 favorable as it has been in the past two weeks he will Dbe
able to turn the big job over to the government as done by the
middle of March if not before. Excellent progress has been made since
the middle of february.

Little success wasattained in the recent attempt to dispose
of the temporary b lldings of the camp to highe st bidders, Ward
reparted. Another sale will beheld soon and all that time iB0bL6U
it ishoped todispose of theme

“he buildings must be torn down and removed. cottages in the

main camp will be permitted toremain so that persons who huy them
may be able to use them as summer camps.

lany of the employes being relieved from duty at Rimrock
apemaking application for jd s on the Kittitas high 1line and the fmerd
ican L:allsproject in ldaho when those units get udder way. Ward
says he does not know where he will be assigned when his present
job ends. “here is a probaoility that he will go to the Idaho project=-

The Yakima Yaily Republic,February 1, 1925.





