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fo My Sister

Katherine Camptel!l Ghormley
and Her Family

The‘following letters are copies of t ose written by our
grandfathe , David Lee Campbell, to his father David XcCord Campbell,
residing at Clayton, Adams county, Illinois at the time David Lee and
his brothe James came West and se tled at San Josa Californid guring

the Gold Rush days. These letters are all dated in the early 1850s
A few of the lett rs are written by Jamc: Campbell, and a few by anothe
James Caﬁpbell, brother of David l'cCord Camphell, who had settled in
Salem, Marion county, Oregon Territory.

The Illartha of whou David Lee speaks guite often was his wife,
lfartha Fruilt, our Granduother and Elizabeth whs the wife of James
Campbell. The letters from Will!iam Campbell, the Uncle William
of whow David Le« speaks, were written to his sister, Jane Campbell,
our Great-Gendrother. This is where a Campbell married a Campbel -~
Jana to Dgavid ! cCord. The Uncle Thomas I belleve was another brother of
Jane Campbell while the James Campbell of Salem, Oregon, was a brother
bf David licCord Campbell. '

I have tried to copy_the letters as originally written and spelled,
with perhaps a 1lit:le more‘pu ctuation and paragraphing than in the origina
letiers to wmake their a liftle more easily read.

The letters for the most part are written on quite thin paper, folded
to make the envelope , and sealed with sealing wax. llost of them arse
“hand cancelled with no stamps, just a "6cents " or "10 cents™
writlen in the upper right hand corner.

Lillian E. Camphbell
December 25, 1935.



To David lf. Campbell
Payson Ill.

Clayton, Ill. o
Feb. 2_, A.D. 1649.
From D.L. Campbell
Dear Father
‘I am about well of the sore eyes but Martha is quite sick.
I fear she has the winter faygls Charley is well. I wrote a letter houe
last week but I have received no answer. After considering everything
over I concluded that it wa:c best to sel the buggy in order to get a good
outfit and to s2ve you expense I partially contracted it and my
horse to Miller for his wagon and the balance in goods, and -we expected
to go to town Saturday to make the arrangement if the buggy camethis week,
but I have heard nothing from yrcu siﬁce so thaet I do not know what to do
next. The fg-t of the business is just so that we must have pistols and
we wil'! have to get then made in Quincy and the sooner thepetter, and
if we could get an order in some of the stores we might pay something
that way. We will have to have some other things out of the hardward
store and I think we may be able to get an outfit and spend as littlse
money as possible. ’
There is ancther thing, Mr. Fruit iIB yery reasonably thinks that
it 1s time that I was making some preparations for gtarting, butas I
am doing nothing they suprose you are fitting out at home which is a cog
conclusion that I did not want them to come to. I wish to turn all the
money into yéur hands that I could and by paying for everything that
I got by turning the money into your hands save any hard feelings
that may arise. But in order to manage the thing right and get
well prepared it wil! require close calculation in our plans and a little
more promptness in executing it.
As it is 1likely thatyou have not got the _buggy fixed for sale you
must try and get it ready next werk and be here by Thursday night as

I shall quite school by that time which will be the first of March. lre



Fruit has his sale on the second and third of lMarch and he has a good
buggy to sell and I want §o trade mine before his is sold. I thirk I
had bhetter go to @d0ABO¢ Quincy and erigage the raking of some pistols
anyhow. I want it if we could make any trade for ther to get three
but we must have two anyhow. You must write so that I can get a letter
Friday so as to know what to do. Edward had better go to Adamses, have
him at work on his boots and shoes, make some arrangements for some
cows and get a yoke for them. Let me know whether you have got the old
gun fixed, etc. 1If Martha does hot get better soon I may quit this
week. Fix fast, the time is mbst here. The piece in the Whig writ en
by a farmer(sober second thought) was written by Jesse Fruit. He is
going t o Cal forniae. If you have the buggy painted, etc. you can
come this week. llothing more I believe.

Farewell

D.L. Campbell,



*“arion City Mo.
To David 1, Campbell

April 7th, 4.D. 1850.
From D.L. and J. Camphell
Dear Fathe :

We at last got on the road and in good spirits and health.

The day we left Mr. Fruits we went to Nr. Cadwell's but he thought it
would be useless to go to the river as the wind was blowing very
hard anc it was very disagreeable so we stayed there that day and made
us a tent frame all in good style.

The next morning we went to the river but the wind was so high
that we could not cross; so we crossed next morning about ten ofclock,
which was Saturday. We got about three niles past Palmyra., Corll scarce
and hay ditto. We paid 50 cts a bushel for corn. We star t<d from there
this morning to get corn and hay. We have not found corn plenty at
39 cts per bushel. We are now about three and one-half mildsswest of
Warren on the Shelbyville road. We got here about 3 o'clock. The road
has 'een very muddy in places. +he oxen does pretty well,

C;rn will be generally Letween 40 and 75 cents per bushel and hay
from 40 to $1.00 pe: hundred lbs. I think we will get along quite
safe. It takes abiut 50 1lbs hay to do all the oxen. We shall start
and get through Shelbyville tomorrow, it 1is 13 miles from here. We forgot
to sgy that we got stuck before we got tothe river, but it was soon out.
e have had nothing like sticking since.

I believe we have nothing more of interest. Yes, the people .
here says it is 200 miles to St Joseph.We say to all , Tarewell
D.L. and J. Campbell,
P.S. Send word down to Elizabeth that all is well, tell her to be contented
and she will hear from James in a few days.
I'onday-8th 2 o'clock
P.S. We are near Shelbyville, theroad is tolerable good. I have Just

met @squire Beebe. He says corn is from 30 to 50 cts a bushel



until we get within 50 miles of St Joseph, then $1.50 per bushel,

Tell Elizabeth to write son & you also



Linreus , Linr Co. Wo.
April 13, A.D. 1850,
Dear Father etc.:
We have got about 125 miles from Quincy.We have got along
better than I expected. We have all been quite well and have enjoyed
ourselves very well, The followirg is a sort of a jourrnal.,
Saturday, April 6th: Cross the river, stayed over night at
Dearborn, West of Palmyra, corn 50 cts,
Sunday,7th: Stayed 3 miles West from Warren.
Monday, 8th: Stayed near Shelbyville at “acobs. Corn 35 cts,
Tuesday, 9th: Stayed at lr., Griffons, corn 30 cts.
Wednesday, 10t/ Stayed at Bloomington, corn 40 cts., hay 60 pe:
CWS.
thursday 1lth: Stayed at the Charitin river, corn 40 cts.
Friday, 12th: Stayed at lir. Hacklets, corn 40 cts, hay
1.00 per cwt,. :
Saturday 13th: Stayed at Linndeus, corn 50 cts.

The people of this country are the greatest cheats I have ever seen,
almost every man has tried to make us believe that there is any corn
ahead siiort of $1.00 pe: bushel, when at the same time we often find
it within one mile of the same place. I,, fact we canrot believe a word
they say. We have generally got hay at from 25 cts to 50 cts per cwt. 50
lbs make a pretty good feed. We have spent about $17 thus far which
leaves us about cne hundred dollars in all the company. From the
best information I can get I think it is likely that corn is
worth from 50 to 75 cts at St Joseph.

Sunday morning: We are in this town and did intend to stay here all
day but we have to pay too much for corn and it is snowing so we will
g0 on.till we come to corn & hay and stay a few days. We have been in

company with a mule team from lfonroe County this state for several



days. They are very friendly, they have 8 mules to one wagon.
One of them and rme are going to ride off the road to find a place

to stay.



From D.L.& James Camphbell 7
Livingston County, Mo

To:s D.M. Campbell, their frather
April 19th 1850

Dear Father: £

James and I are well, better than usual. I am in a great
hurry, the rail is wgiiting. At Blooumington I got in company with a
mule team headed by Rdbt. Blackburn. I have been with him ever since

¢“rn has been scarce for several days so Mr. Blackburn left the
road 8 miles and put up at his uncle's. Hebrought us with him and we
got here last Tuesday noorm., They are as kind as Ifir. Kiypgns. We have
plenty of hay given to us for nothing; corn cost me 50 cts. I ave bought
20 bushels. There is scarcely any corn here, It general'y sells at 75
cts to $1.00.

We have been very luck as all civle men may he. We will stay hers
till lorday, if the weather is pgd we will stay longer. We gre within
75 miles of St Joseph. We will take corn with us to feed on. Our team
is of the best quality. Although the weather 1s cold the grass is
grow.ng so that we wil! be able to get along very well,

We will not stop long in St Josephe. We may possibly go up on this

1 4

" side of the river to 0ld Ft Carney to cross, don't know certain. Write
to St Joseph and 0ld Ft Carney in case we should go there,
I will write ggain in a day or two in full. We gre in good
spirits, putting cur trust in God who 1s able to deliver us at all
times.Pray for us continually.
Be easy, write soon. Tell Elizabeth to write, James wants to
hear.

Farewell

D.L. and J. Campbell

Be are between the East and West furk of Grand.



To David M. Campbell
St Joseph Mo.

From D.L. and J. Campbell Monday, April 29, 1850

(Written by DL.

Dear Father:

James and I are well and enjoying ourselves reasonably well.
I wrote +to you from "Levingston county" at Mr. Blackburns where we
stayed from Yfyesday the 16th until Wedneseay and 24th of April. We wers as w
well treated at lr. Blackburns as we could desire. He furnish:d us with hay,
a comfortable house, done our washing and baked bread enough to last to
this place and never charged us one cent. When we left there we had bought
corn and he gave us hay enough to last three days. We got within séven
miles of this place Saturday where we bought a 1little corn at a dollar
a bushel. We had paid that price on Friday, having no corn we drove
into St Jgseph on Sunday morning.
Ve this day passed Mr. Craig , Rnberts s etc. about Payson. They
wer: all well and in good spirits except some of E.L. Craigs men
who turned back. They turned back before they got within one hundred
miles of St Joseph. lir. Robert jlackburn , a man wno had been with us
for some time, took mules and rode into town on Saturday where he
met a Mr. Williams who was interested in his company. Wil iams had
procured tickets some days before for Blackburn to cross and
thtough the ferry was very much crowded Williams managed to get
us both across the river the same evening, sO you see we are now
out of the U_ited States. James and myself have been over in St Jo
most of the day ge ting Qhat 1it le things we wanted though one
thing with another things are very dear here.
B“t the town and the people and the country:
Taking the last first, I will say that the country from the
Mississippi to the town of ! innacres is but very little account. There
it begins to get better bur more broken. After we crossed Grand Rsver

we found some very good country but there is very large quarries of stone
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out in the prairie which 1s a very unsual sight to an Illinoian. There
is but little corn or anything else al ng the road. People say that
it was ve y wet last year, but near St Jo the country looks nearly
as rich as it does in Illinois but more broken.
Thé town of St Joseph has about three times as many houses as
Columbus and but few good énes; thgre is a good deal of business
doing here and things are about twice as high as in Quincys; and if you
do not stand right over your things and look both ways they will be
stole from you. ;hey have stole one of our pick axes. We now keep one
fellow on top of our goods all the ti d. We have got along tolbrable
well as yet.
Wednesday, May 1lst, 1850
OBhén I wrote the above on lMgynday but we were on the shore where
we had no grass so we moved threc miles yesterday and camped, stretched
our tent, unloaded our wagon ard went back to town to buy corn and
flower. qun is very scarce but we managed to get hold of 25
bushels and for which we paid for 20 bu $1.C0 per bushel and 5 bu.
$1.20 per bushel, so we think we have plenty to do us. The‘grass in
this bottom in places is sufficient for cattle to live on where we are
now camped. The cattle are feeding on rushes. They are from one to four feet
high and as thick as oats.

James has just started out to the bluff where we can get grass
and betcer water than we have here. It is two miles farther from town.

We will probably go out tomorrow. We gre go ng into town this evening to
get some few little things.

Now the people:

I supprose you have heard that there is fifty thousand people here.
Well we were told that before we came into town a s well as of the awful

ravages of the Cholera, small pox, starvation and the li'e, but when we



10

here we could not find the people and was glad that we could neither see
nor hear of sickness of any kind but some few drunk men.

O, Synday night thers was a man died in his wagon in town of
.delirium tremons, he had his empty bottle by his side. This is the only
death that I have neard of. It is very healthy here.

From the best information I can get there has been about two
thousand persons here this spring and s=ven or eight hundred of them
started on the plains, but I have Heard that those that started some two

weeks since are suffering for the want of grass. Most that are going
naweare horses and mule teams. Some of the oxen and horses here are
in misgrable cbhdidfddd order on account of the owners having run
out of money before the bottoms were good for grazing. There is plenty
of room in the bottom here for all. A _other word about the peopl of
St Joseph, they are the greatest liars and scoundrals that I have
met wi h for some time. They go in for the money at all hazards, but
they have got all out of men that they wil get out of me if no bad
luck happens me.
As to money matters we will have about thirty doljarq to start
with but I have had to keep my self stiring to save as much as
possible but now we are about through buying (all but tar) and hmme
plenty to do us as we will have no chanc: to spend after we leave
this.
I don't want you to tell Pemb and Wadiell anything about how we
are doing inasmuch as I don't think they done right by me when I
started. They went to the river with usg and we heard some very
unfavorable accounts about feed so I asked them to make up -ur expence
money to $120 but they could not be persuaded that we could make use of
it in any way at gll so I left them. We have had to throw away their

ox bows and make new ones for them as their oxen's necls were very sore
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and old Ball and Lion would pull as much as both of theirs, but the
oxen are doing very well now and I think we will be among the foremost
teams on the road. We do not expesct to leave here for a week at any
rate till we think the grass has a good start on the plains. We will
have a little corn along for a few days.
We overtook Roses & Taylor & few days before we got to town snd
I expect we will go in company with them. However, we are nearly done
looking around and tomorrow we will begin to lookout for a companye
I will write again before we start and I think from every appearance
Yhat we will be apt to get along well.
I have ot had a letter from you but I expect that there is some
at the office though it is so much crowded that a man can scarcely
get to the office. I received a letter from Mr. Fruit and he said that
he had heard from you and you were all! well. Uyr comiany all are
doing very well.
Dear Father, Mother, Brothers and Sisters, we are not alone. Our
Father in Heaven has been with us and ilsssed us so that our path
has been quite smoothe and by you and us putting our trust in Him

we wil find Him ever ready to help in time of necd. Write to Sacramento.
Farewell,

D.L. and J. Campbell.
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To D.M. Campbell
Plains

From D.L. Campbell May A.D. 1850

Dear Father:
We ares well ard on our journey in good spirits.
Grass is plenty, more than we had any idea of finding. We are forty
five miles from St Joseph. We are in a civle company from F,lton and
other counties in Ill.
The officers are:
James Johnson, captain.
David L. Campbell, presiding officer in camps
J. Johnson, secretary.
Everything is doing better than you have any expectation of.
It is six A.M. and a man is pacssing for St J8eph. He will overtake us.
We have sent by him for letters. Do you send word to Martha &

Elizg,eth .
Farewell

D.L. & J. Campbell.

I was a minute writing as you can see
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To David M. Campbell ebraska District

Cla yton, Adams county, Ill. Vonday, May 6 ..D. L850

From D.L. & J. Campbell
(Written by D.L.)

Dear Father, Mother, “rothers & Sisters:
We are still in good_health. I am In better health than I have been for

a year and I think that I will in all probability soon be entirely well.
Wehav now got over the worst part of the road and have rot found it as
difficult as we expected. What difficul ies there are come one at a
time so that we do not find them hard as one would think. The thing that
has given us most trouble has been the bad reports we heard before
we came to town but generally when we come to the worst place all had
vainished. BOAtI cxpect we will start from here on the 8th of this month.
There has been teams starting ever since we came here and some went

four weeks ago but they have suffered by it. There has bren several men
gone from here out 20 or 30 miles and they say that the gr:-ss is
sufficient for cattle to live on when they don't work. If we start

day after tomorrow we will take about ten days feed with us.

We do not lnow certain what com any we will go with but we
are going to go this evening to attend a meeting of emigrants and
they have invited us to join them. They are mostly professors of
religion and all temperate m-ral men and I think likely we w.1 go but
I w1l tell you how it comes . out.
We are mow camped six miles from St Joseph at the bluff on a

beautiful stream of clear water where our cattle are déing well on
gr-ss and rushes. If you will look 'n the map at the word Buchanan near
the last (a) on that small neck I think you will have our location. It
is a nice place to camp and the people are generzlly civle and friendly.
About St Joseph there is a rough crowd of gamblers and drunkards but

many of them will have to go back they having lost all their money.
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Our cattle do not eat much corn the last few days so we will.
have plenty of corn to take along for ten days without buying. I mde a
mistake about my cows in the letter I wrote the other day, it should
have Been one gallon each per day. They have mended very fast since and
now give from three to four gallons a day.

Tuesday May 7

It rained last night and spit snow this morning and wound up by
raining but it has now the appearance of clearing off. The grass looks
better since the rain and I thinlkthat we need not fear much to
start as there is several good bottoms to feed on on either side
of the road. Yames and myself attended ©0 a meeting of emigrants
last night. They are mostly from Pike and Fylton counties, Illinois.
Their constitution is pretty tite, they prohibit gambling, drinking,
quarling, fighting, carrying loaded guns except by the gwrdZ and
resolve to keep the Sabbath day by resting and attending worship when
convenient. There is a res@ffigdaad Mr. Johnson, a lawyer and' senator fraﬁ
Fulton along and several men who have the appearance of respectability;
and I think that it is not very hard to find out men here for they generally
show immediately for far as their morals are concerned.

I have joined them and I expect will start tomorrow. We will not
travel for several days. LThe company will be known by the name of “The
Mutual protection company of California emigrants."

James and me ar going into town today to look for letters and
send these on. We are getting along first rate and haw a great deal of
encouragement about gold ahead. Our oxen do well except one that has a
sore neck but he is about well. 1t is one of the oxen that Wad.eil put in
but don't say anything to Waddell and Bemberton how we are doing for I
have written them a letter giving them some hints that they may take to

themselves.
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I have written 5 letters to you and Thomas and four to Martha and
Mr., Fruit and I don't think‘of any more to write just now, only to say to
lother not to work too hard but take care of yourself and so of the rest.
I believe that I haws rot told you that while I was at Mr. Blackburn's
I had iron hinges made and hung the hind gate of my wagon and fixed it
with shelves so that we have a nice press for our cooking things
and we hold up the hind gate with straps at the sides which ‘makes a nice
table that enables us to pack our leoad in before and it does much lLetter an
is moreconvenientd
We willl gend money back as soon as we get it. Te courageous
and don't pay any attention to peoples' mischievous stories for they
seem to take great delight in vexing one another. I want you all to put
your trust in the Lord for he can and will take care of us gt all
timese We have enjoyed ourselves quite well since we left home. I com it
all things into his hands and am contented,
As to sickness here I have rot yet seen a sick man here except
with a cold, People are very healthy and I have not yet seen a
man in real trouble but what he would swear. Bdlieving that we will all
live in the narrow path that leads to life and firally meet to
bless each other in the flesh., We bid you all,
Farewell D.L. and J. Campbell



16

to D.M. Campbell _
lMay 14th A.,D. 1850,

From D.L and J. Camphell

Dear Father:
He gre well. I sent a few lines back to you the other day by a

man who was going to St Jo to get his wagon mended. I also sent by him
for letters., He grrived this gvening with a letter from you dated April
24th. We ,re very glad to hear fromyou so far from home , but we
do not get discou aged hecause we do not hear o-'tener. We made up
our minds before we le t-pome to bear it with fortitude. We gre now 115
miles as we surrose from St. Jo. We stayed last right at the
Nemila river. It is a beautiful 1little stres. We. have nad a
tolerable plenty of ,pass all along. Our ,,ttle have mended considerable
since we left St Jo. We have ayout six bushels of corn yet. We pged a
little along to keep them from taking sick. They are doing fine.

We have ggen 14 dead horses since we left St. Jo. They are
passing us more or less gvery day but I think we will he to
Caiifornia as soon as they will., We have worked out cows in the lede since
we left the river and they are first rate. They pull ;s true as oxen,
they give plenty of milk, say from 2 to 4 gallons per day. As to
Mother wanting to see us in camp an hour o, We would like to see her vary
much, but as to 088 céoking viz baking bresd etf. we can turn it
off guick clean and of [irst rate quality. Hickreson is first pate
at washingt etc. and so we all can be if we try.

I expect to hear some riserable stories at home but in all
sincerity I ask you not to give yourself trouble about them for
there is 20 falshoods to one truth told where people thapk they
can do mischiefl

We lay by last Sunday. We have an excellent coumpany of civle mem.
I wrote to you that James Johnson our captain, was a Senator from

Fulton., I was mistaken, he was only a lawyer that lived in Vermont,
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Fulton City. You see I believed that story too soon. Still I am well
pleased.
I will send this letter by a man going hback who started to
soon and injured his team. He is ;amped near this. Prother James
sent one back yesterday to Elizabeth. It is now late at night and I
must close. I will ¢ry to write every opportunity and be more full
about the country etce I have written to lartha. I want ycu to go and
see her.
Farewell
D.L. & J. Campbell,
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H oM il .
to: D.M. Campbell Scotts Bluffs

From D.L. & J. Campbell
June 9, A.D. 1850

Dear Father:
James gnd pyself gre in good health. We gare now at this

blace laying by for the day. We have had a very pleasant trip this far; but
it is pleasant to what people had last yearl I wrote a letter to you on the
26th of May'50. I was then near Ft Kearney on Platete river.
I passed there on lorday the 28th . At Ft Kearney there is
three large framed houses for officers and besides g-yeral large sod
houses for barracks, storehouses, etc. I should have stated that on
Sunday night we had a very hard rain which was the first rain there for
sometime. Consequently the grass was not ;s good as usual for Platte
bottoms but still e have by being careful been able to keep our oxen
1 proving ever since we left St. Jo. Dan is in first rate order,
.*1 gre doing well. After leaving the fort we came up Platte Bottom and
generally found tolerablelaccomuodations by finding good spring
water 8nd either some sort of wood or Buffalo chips, which by the way
wera very plentiful and by having some little dry sticks to start
them make a very hot fire, good for baking, boiling etc.

On Friday the 31st of May , being in comrand at that time,
while out hunting grass on a horse I hemed an antelope and runed it into
the company so that we succeeded in killing it; it was as nice peas as
I ever ate. O Saturday June 1lst we cpossed the South fork of Pl-tte
river, 123 mil s from Fprt ?earney. It is about a half mile wide,

We forded it in 24 minutes , we all yaded. It did rot touch the
bolster., Nothing iore happened for sometime exce€bt we had some
uffalo meat that other men killed. On the 7th of June we pas-ed the
Courthouse Rock which is quite a curiosity; it i@ very much
resembles a large housej; viewing it prom the road. Op yesterday

morning we passed the celebrated Chimney Rock. I went up 86 it
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something like 180 feet. I felt tall certain it is probably between 3 and
400 feet high. Last night we nezched this place called Scott's
Bluff.ffhey are very high and viewed gt a distance they appear like a city
h.ving beautiful hois es with hesvy cornice. There is a small store and
t-gding house haere.

We have seen a gre2t many new and rovel things to us. Brother James
and I pgecended a bluf. today 300 feet above a commnon level., We
could see It Laramie 150 niles from here. We have also seen some large
pine trees on the bluffs. Ve have seen some Indians but they are all
peaceable. When I see you al I will then be able to tell you of a
gre=t many thiﬁgs I hac never seen before

Ft Kearney.is 325 1iles from St Jo and Ft. Laramie 337 from
Ft, Keanney. We are in advance of nearly all the ox teams.;What ,.,.g
ahead are very scattering., I have heard by the express trains that there ha
ben a great many crossed the river at various points grter we left and the
1s a heavy crowd behind. Some efe rushing to get ahead & thereby kiliing
their teams.

We don't travel on Sunday but some do; we are now ahead of g

great many that started when we did and they travel all the time; traders
here say tle t we will pe able to land in California in less than
100 days. Our teams need no whipring and vet on such road as we
have had they travel 25 miles without the least trouble. You have rio
idea how fest they can walk. Cur whole company have the hest of teams.,

We spare no pains to assist our cattle to everything possible,
our cows have been of great servic to us. We j 1k them in
the morning and have plenty for dinner and some left, so at night we
milk, put it together and have something new. We boil it and nake a
kind of thickened ilk with corn meal and then eat it with butter,

We have sbout a peck of meal yet, it s pirst rate, 4 or 5 pounds of Lutter

that mother made for us, it is .e y good, our preserves are good yet.
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811 4s doing well, we are prehaps very considerzble cooks. We
s+qw Peaches and pOOBHABAO then put some of the preserves into
them and make g-cellent pieé and then have them for a dinrer. We
have everythi g &hat could be expected on such a journey and
besides all we have just such an appetite as would surprise you; yet we
try to keep it in the bouds of reason . Added to that we are in good
spirits and have high hopes. I have poticed when wood was g.-~png James
and I always got our share and I thirk it will pe so in California,

We are now 50 miles from Ft Laramine ghd will rench thers
Tuesday night or Wednesday morning. Horse Creck 1s iwelve piles
from here, we will roon there if rothing happens. You can find
Chimney Rock, Scotts Bhuffs, Horse Cre k & Ft Larawmine on the map.
Be of good cheer, do the hest you can and pe 5 sured we will rot he
found wanting. Finally live religeous and God will help us.
Farewell deal relations
D.I& J. Cam bell.

P.S. Tuesday 11lth: We gre now within six miles of Ft Laramie, all
dolng very well. We have passed abo t 75 teams yesterday & today.
I will leave this ,t L ha Fort. We will pass there this evening. I
will write gvery oprortunity.Write often to us. From all we
hear the probability is that we will pmake a very quick trips Fopewell

DoL and J.C.



