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From this place due east the distance in a direct line to the .arl hills

left on the eighteenth is very short. At the southern angle
of this flat is situated the rriest's Rapids which we left this
morning. Course, north.
\ﬁEarly on the twenty-first we were again on the water. Fhe country

on the east side is one boundless,rough and barren plain, but on the west
the rocks, after some distance, close in to the water's edge, steep and g
f&ugged, and the whole country behind is studded with towering
heights and rocks, giving tlke whole face of the country, in that
direction , a bleak,broken and mountainous appearance.We 6@ but few
tw® natives today, but those few were very friendly to us."
(This~was—in theregionwhere WanapunbBam $s— built)

Honan Bewgp LR, 01

EEE*ZZQE#;Le Ross party Treached the mouth of the
B "Pisscow's River" (the Wenatchee). GbedH8=agEHo On the 27th

Anyy ved ai g

the party\ne&gggggsnéf"Tsill—ane " (pzesent Chelan River)

| "The 0abd8ed Indians told us it took its rise in a lake not far

distant."

[ﬂl..On the first of September,1811 we embarkeg}and descending
the Oakinacken ggain landed on a 1level spot within half a mile of its
mouth. lhere we unloaded,took our canoes out of the wa.er, and
pitched our tcnts, wﬁwic& operation concluded our long and irksome
voyage of forty-two days..."

(&his describes the founding of Fort Okanogan, the chief interior

post of the P, cific Fur Company. lﬁe North west Company succeéded
to the property and ¥ Okanogan became its principal post of
depot for the entire retion. lhe liudson's Bay Company absorbed
the North west Company in 1821 and mainfgined the post until 1859
when it sold to the Americans and confiMed its trading north of the

Canagdian border.
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5/"’“7 & oy (P W%M%W‘WV{%

wnzie(zhere were beaver along the Middle Columbia and ©nake

mosne (72
River, EEETTEhlans used fﬁéﬁzé%%e for food than furs, ami—the-—region qikg

_was—g waterway Connecting trading poSts, anciher Peasoi Ttremained- 2
—ir-isedation for-seo long. Mo ans had everythiig they needed)}
h Mw‘;\ ,6 A A aras
for food/a%rthe fisheries, in the swamps along the river, the small ;g
streams affdf and the hillsides. *here were deer and exk other garie, ~§

3 C )
and well worn trails to berrying grounds in theSUpper Ngches, and MU seay “\
Mmmi_hhkuiuum W 2 WQM&&_M(LQ@W&;?
R

«

to root digging grounds éférVTIIe» 1e hillsides provid ed 3§

T

horse grazing , gfter the horse was acquired by Northwest tribes, :
sometime before 1750. andk the people were naturally GUeaEy sedentigry ¢ [
[

3
@

ﬁQ—except for the food wandering quests by seasons . \i
the traders pnd the missionaric:s;ofter=srich—eir?® the cattlemen ’ ;E
\

and‘%ﬁg later-days

ld -wagons . and railroads f
laying steel pathways for homesteaderqx{Snowhala the Prophet was born. \*

ihere were no records to chronicle his birth at W.llula, eighty miles
downstream where the @§640d6d0é0a0dDdd inhabitants also were river people. \j
He was born at a time the strong idfdGendeé religious influence of ‘§

a little -known but greatly felt Prophet called ohuwapsa was strong

in influence and blood lines of the River Peoplelt is only known that
chuwapsa 1lived and preached before any non-Indians came into the
land of the Indians and he.also was a dreamer , having "died" and returnedg
with songs from the Creator land which had their influence upon
the Indians and still are heard at religious services called the Washét. . Qi
It would seem possible that Shuwapsa died and was buried at ‘g :$
}J

Priest Rapidseven before fdedoipddd@nddad David ‘hompson or Alexander

“‘0oss and their cOdPdOddAd venturesome companions passed along the river. g
this is indicated because Smowhala introduced other dream songs and Ei

inovati i
lons to the Indian rel@gddodq religion wiich was old even before the
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L;/ remnant band of éﬁm most unusualyfﬁaian group EVET—Sromn-

in=ths _NorlLhwes

»the Wanapums, contiiue to live along the Columbia

Riverer 'Fheir homes arekn¢n

@sbdemeaed Priest HRapids, o¢ne of the oldest place names in the state 4Zﬂ
c(’_’“,,..—- = me {5 M fae o BAP A %o{.\ V4
of Washingtong %W Wwanapum Dam, nawed by the

oS 3 S
Public Utility Dlstrlct Grant County in of

T ey
these who hgve perputateddézelr ancient culture isto the generation
Sre—rntomic—AFe, in the purest form t&Fany aborlglnal culture

o
S e
hasgurvive othnmo

Zggelr name is déPrived from Wana, meaniig "iver, and Pum, the

locative far people 6ﬁkahm4 ~

1heyﬁaigggf;ﬁiiglotgjﬁgéﬁiﬁg these Wanapums who lived aiong : E%

e e
gdngqul turbulent and,tranquil waters ur traders

and
and vﬂgﬂﬁﬁﬁnaa voyageurs, ® wa? missionaries, stockﬁgﬁy/iaudsettlers
5wG:hHT:w%-iéﬁi traveled in their day, play;ngCthelr individual roles

in the:n;;buildlng @f the great Pgcific Northwest\m whlle %ﬁh

Nl 2 yHiemrpriey
this )was (ﬁhe Ii.aian war;dfezﬁﬁiﬁﬁ, they were a peaceful
e ctor by ok uAtdlid frach vn

people, 1living in isolaﬁioqutxa?fheir religion, theﬁarf’éends and

otiier knowledges of ancient and yrehistoric customs, indic.ting

- tha

a culture descendirng from paleo-Indian times.
t?he naming of Wanapum lam perpetuates a name long cherished éy

thie little Indian group whose once numerous formbearers couﬂé have
BeStered many warriors“~. =, g
live alone and let alone. um«;.é ot iﬁﬁ%”f7U#(L’ =
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‘he introductiuns to the old faitp which have been handed down

- f

: y
through later generations and which B&&5d est:blished Smowhala as
a Prophet were mgde at the old Wanapum winter village called Moon (:f
or Water Swirl Place.'fhis was located at Cojote Raplds,across from

@aped Wahluke Slope and upstream from White Bluffs which was another

79 COS P (,,9_,( . Jjb_/ (oo P~ G L8 ) f
Wa i home Al o 4
b ety v Uhy 7 Pv R Gt ora ¢ flotA 4/,/?«74,{-,/ /
So it came about that with encroachments of other people and 8w a

S Loy imponn | (L Solxu b )
new cultlm the land, the ﬁ&.ver People clung\eifé ~theé) Priest
Rapids countryw whs?agé¢<335ﬁ;§3§3tan and where thelr pritcipal -Emdsai ary g
A

ﬁg-’ ﬂ/ﬂ

villages were located y . And fzﬁﬁ'nere thé%mowhala religion, as it was

e

et

called, spread throughout the Indlan land where theye had been and V\J
still BB@B@ were, many sumaller ggx or minor ©@&da Prophets.

_q_;i

Smowhala's powes—at leadershiﬁ“thzgﬁgh the faith he reyresented and
bt ~Hi8 oratory, because he was recognized by=tle=pstsle as one of
AR
the greatesékbf//ars, grew to immense and far reacning proportions befoie
it was engulfed‘be/land settlement and the Otd@@tdd dD6Ald AD40FDEDAANGAHD
00e6E040d0uend disillusionment of Indians on the reservation and
s R,

the perimiter ceuﬁ£g5544;4&mpggmﬁuqﬁﬂﬁxnﬂﬂf"LCUM“VL /7

When Smowhala died in March of 1895,008d0ae6bdd blind and

forsaken by many oﬁwhmr*fuilowers, he was buried in the graveyard

at the Satus where he had gone to lead relig;gus services and had been

taken fgtall 111.
Ly T t‘?ﬂr\.«s J %
gaughter, hlS first born of 10 wives and whoi he was training to

KA
be Aeiggané; a religious leader but a medicine woman or shaman, died
when she was young and was buried%t Priest #fapids, when she did not

return to life with wessages from toe Creator, as Smowhala had hopeu.
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“mowhala or Yonyotny/and another closex= rela 1ve, Puck Hyah Foot,

g and Puck Hyah *oot's half brother, Sohapuy were left to carry on

the Smowhala religion, ﬁmt this was difficult, with so many other

faiths hav1ng been 1ntroduoed into the land and amung the people.

qiﬂ/iﬁé even more aIfflcult after Little Smowhala perlshedihgééggahn
7& \b bL.j-rJ
a tragic izth llke so many of the Wanapums Ha=é&e&=e£fuﬂﬁﬁ_ggfa
N

r_d/d“),vrw
A Just before Christmas in l9l§\y6E—§gn elk Eintlng trip in the
@y
Colock um, back from the river and Qualquéfain rapldeupstream from

Vantage. With him on that 11l-fated trip was the constant companion
o NS e
o: his boyhood, Pucﬁhyah toot, ana\Johnnxi omalawash, one of those
r %‘1‘—9\)“{: k

living at Priest BRapids who later the Yakima &eservation

and live.a—+ leto ererv Aol

NS
Little Smowhala and his companions iad gone out to get meat for b7 2"
[oiiomn (& Thoan o2 15 24

the ancient midwinter feast of the Wanapuus, When Sun lurns foundy

N/ PR S \gci

}Eﬁﬁi at the time of the winter solstice, fhis the time of the year
e

smowhala taught t&ms there were faint stirrings in tue 1 in the food

roots, and in the'%%ggs of the berry bushes in the mountains; when

the szlmon, far away in the ocg@6 ocean heard the ancestral call

\,E@BW \('
to return to the) spawning beds f&ftﬁggggégggggé when the messenger

bird himself, the bird on the pole, Wow-shuxkluh, the intermediary,

carrled the Creator's messages to prepare for sprlng.

[i
(Theseeuere_tnaﬂ?ziﬁéut thirty persons Iiiiéé at P'na, Fish Weir place

&/
@0x0heafd0td = and Shoptalok, e@*a small cavekfigfed by a rock
painting 3 KRBXREXXX¥®Ax and occupied by a,&trange being

with 6@ strange powers.



The3e~ae¥e=$&#&e&9ﬂ&#:;gélity fam 1y clans, descendants of

i Smowhala , the little known-Shuwapso and

even earlier religious followers. Most of the people had gone to the
Yakima Heservation. Some had gone to the Colville Reservation, and
one gékggéﬁihgroup lived in a ¢B#888 virtual island of Indians speaking
another dialect on the Umatilla fleservation. Spwe were inte married
with the Palouse, along the Snake Hiver.

None of them knew of the Sokulk of Lewis and Clark's time,
nor of Lewis and Clark &ﬁ&ﬁiﬁi& David {hompson or Alexander(Ross by

name, but their stories, handed down irom fatherx to son tell of these

©gd explorers the first visitors, in the later years GBI of legends

2 e~ F*”J"' e
which @06 go back to the'gigglﬂhﬂnﬂ5§§ﬁe.a volcanic s oke from turbulent
gl I & oy M‘C\JM?
earth movements ov/psﬁadowed the land. These~s%e:;es—a:xpﬁél4»
separate legefdary dedligeéa importance to the more common and later-day
Goyﬁte', the Speel-yi andfather Day stories, %ﬁaffﬁgg;—%9§e=of
O % oia
stories shave _tao- -."é period Defiéged when birds and animals had
\M;Luhwtoo/. (,'i..-,é M»?jwﬂmwbhw%%v{»&uﬂ)

human pSwees of ifgﬁ;h, in tBE® days before the Indians came}:wken7¢he
land was belng /@repared for the coming of the Indian. .____;L;y
Zﬁ?he Wanapum world >was the Columbia River alnngx*ﬂxxnxtxﬂaﬁxdx from

Just Dbelow Vantage, along xk= Priest Rapids and downstream to

White ©luffs and Wallula. z}t was the flut lands and =6Gnoatd hlllsT'L ‘f)
\_,(/}A sy o 2 —1:...4[—7 LA ’(‘L/\-ﬂ— (&
-39 SR - Which prOV1ded deer and other game; ducks and geese

in abundance; food roots including the earliest to mature caitked,

i/
skolkol; bitterroots , the rock-roses calle piahe, June berries and
s B An o [frte

chokecherrles*lhey g@#’fgazén hemp Promsw=wrEeh Tishnets.
g{ twine and rope} wEE
jfue vadagd world was large in the Wanapum gncient days and the people

goven from along Crab Creek.

were friendly.jF“ey wandered, in common with other Indians into
the Waterville country around Ephrata to dig skolkol, into the

Colockum to hunt ~nd to get cedar for canoes.
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In late sumtii they travelged through the Moxee Valley to Selah

Chown Liy/
Gap/an&zagégge- Naches into the high country to the south of the
Little Naches where the gathered huckleberrles. On the returp
the caught l salmonFTrom the Z te run,high on the
héc L { tha 74%-.»(

Ng=iies and hunted deer~4%é3 food ukteh they were—gztiering for the
approaching winter. Then they returned tkeigigéig;;g::%%ng the Cglumbia.
éhe lower miles of the Tapteel or Yakima River from its mouth with
the G8#R¢ Columbia to Wana Wish at Benton City was their fishing
grounds and provided much of their food for <«meir religious feasts agsd
ceremonlals éﬁﬁdzﬁgz} @e&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁu daily living.Upstream from Wanawish
was lopiut, one of the main fisheries of the Yakimas on the /
Yakima River, <———~*LL44AJL Cihlivarite Lettiloddialint 1038 T
WeELe Ekrfieular }egions were the homeland of tribes and bands,
many areas in the hills and lower foothills were free to all the food
éé;g§;;;p==§%e in season and the location for gatherings, feasts,
gambling, horse racing and marriage making.

Lewis and Clark, on tueir return tex up the Columbia in 1806

(the -BeedSuaRCHOFANE expedition was carried out in 180%-05 and 1806)
chronicled other tribes and bands which they had not encountered
on the wiy down the Columbia to the Pacific. 4nd they wrote there
were undoubtedly d6#€.d still more.

xﬁﬂ{y?en lerritorial Governor Issac I. Stevens eGbsPRed

L
betdedt. undertook &;hﬁ% hurried peace making sweep through the

territory tfrom the Coast as far east as e present Myntana, he made

peaEeoRl only a pretense of treating with all the tribes and bands.
He made the first treaties in 1654 and next spring held\a Treaty Counecil
at Walla Walla &%gae he proclaimed the confederation of the Yakima
Indian Nﬁ?lg? oi‘lh tribes and bands-@88 as his own ex ediency./J

1744///0“\-; G F%Mv,cﬁ,QWLJJLML
he Wagé w{=Ts G0gONodoealéid river people s Tecognizing no

1eizad N!l’l

chief lik\\maa$f_%her Indian tribes and bands iﬁfiﬁeliﬁﬁéiiﬂe
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did not go to the Treuaty Counecil. During the Indian War Years which S
(5 A S uﬂ“MuLyb s _ 3

~ulckly followed the treaties, the Wanapums s \

and;;;A&iﬁe&*ﬁtﬂ*the’rsaiatieﬂ along the rive.. For one bri-f period ~§

only were t herded onto the UpRifacEAa®EN Heservation . This was”“Lﬁ?ﬁ?
u%éﬁeéétamhdﬁﬁn Nez Perce War, tne last period of greatest

8@9“ BUPESEOper @O0 unrest among the dodBEa Indians  as h0nesteaders

and settlers crowded onto the lands and =8 stockmen sought to remove the

Lo vt s ol 0Ly
Indians from landsjhgééggggﬁére.horses grazed Immd=the stockmén

coveted.
Lémowhala and his band:ﬂere taken to the reservation néessBert

_‘ 1Wi vae)

not far from Fort SimcoeA\_ remained there only briefly, fleeing at
: ot frenid  Tlousge nvig
: 'fﬁé(/;ttlers would massacre

them &‘ley returied to the—sefety of—the iselation—at Priest Rapids i,

And;ggggggagy reuwained,aixmmst forgotten and almost unknown to allLLdowdT

bET latter -day cattlemen and sheepmen for whom they worked.

&K b o
A& gradual y more of them drifted onto reservations whz:a:&he&géggﬂ

—or InterEarrTed, (N

lhe territorial governor, Stevens, in a report to George W. Manypenny,

comuissioner of Indian Affairs on April 30,1857, at bhe fime of —the

[t54ael
Indian Wars‘{-7 ﬁiﬁﬂﬁd the number of Indians in th territory at 9,712
!fﬂ.né

west of the Cascades and BO 12,000 east of mountains, or a
total of 21,712,

Stevens also reported that treaties had been made with 17,497
I ndians and et treaties remained to be made with 4,215,

In later years when half-hedrted attempts were made to "treatW
with the Indians, because the policy was to compelfr;ll to go onto

Ml\ UYW'«'L A
the reservations, Smowhala was =i nto _oon - W military

aw‘{

men/’Eut he refused to gu with his people onto a reservation where/ido

S0
péggi; were s@BO starvingy ané:uh&ie his people COG&HSObtdln pPlenty of

fish and game in their homeland.
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<ot {t during this part ohﬁg (1life that a fundamental of the

F 4% 2
casERteEdd Smowhala religion became(evident ¥“~’“l*J““’/“’7~HﬁL75L

h.J’LLDJ\ Lk FAe b
jGéEer Earth cult—had teen_explained=5y-tﬁe,lndlans at the Y

A o at o
Treaty ¢ 4« fo= ‘”‘l;()xa"‘ R S TR
4 gn Ll frthan St

‘he Mother Barth cult NeEcB@ed of-theLreamer religion had-been

plained b Indians at the iyeaty Couneci+—ofWalla Walla
EZ;39gﬁfaf*tﬁé__lﬁﬁﬁﬂhnhr1ﬂﬁnﬁa3-who-we%e—ﬁe&lewérs, but would not be

accepted by Stevens who uad to obtain title from the original inhabitants

G

e\

for the homesteading and land settling days that—we®e crowding abeut- 74T
him.
ihis Mother Earth cult was nothing new,but has existed thro ughout

the United States as long as contact ..as been known with the white man.
e :’Z‘fe/a:(_
Byt Smowhala was an orator and a leader and had a’way of expressing
cer, Mtsdoca gL Cod cre X,
it than others th:nﬂgaggg_zifigggzg§f£ahﬁfthé country
was q
? It ig +ke basis of the(feliglon of =he—pessie then and remained

so thro ugh later yeurs when the country & - :
honry e O (iAo 4 Than -*‘-*:E“iw“% —
settled and filled up9<and(ﬁﬁen the Wanapums were left alone at Prleszj£;;£;>

teo—£ollow Kheir culture, and—retigion until the Priest Rapids

)7 & EL»_,(/AAQ
Dam and Wanapum Dam aure built across the@éﬁga Columbia. e )
?ﬂq_‘htc e e =58 Y A Spiginhace dmid wnfilivy fomphe

When the Public Utlthy Listrict of Grant County secured a

Rapids

preliminary permit from th. Federal Power Commission to develop the Priest
Rapids site, Lct. 20,1954, the Public Utility District pegodEd realized

the moral rights of the Indians along the river in their houelandy

Tt Pu D £dlos N
'Hggaﬁhey/;;cognized that here was an ancient culture still¥33§ﬁg

presefved and followed . the Public Utility District of @@ Grant

County tuok action enabling the Indians to preserve what was possible

of their culture; retained the name, Priest Hapids as the name of the
first built dam, because of its historic importance and gave the

name, Wanapum, to the wupper dam of the twin project in recognition

of these unusual people.



23 = f‘b%h“( e da, &A«A.kxf;ﬁf“
When General Nelson Miles, commanding the military department of the

bad0f0dd Columbia sent Major J.W. MaciMurray into the Indian country
in 188%, the year the N_rthern P.cific Rai.way redohedOoibe(fodadboa
started building out from Ainsworth OBBoQGgh toward the Yakima Indian
Heservation, and a year before Washington lerritory became a state,
Major MacMurray went to Priest iapids, ¥ He visited Smowhala
at the old village of P'na.

Major Mac Murray des ribed Smowhala a as the '"chief" of the Wanapum,
"a small ©and@ tribe in Washington numberin less than 200 souls, commonly
known rather indefinitely as 'Columbia River Indians' , and roaming
along both banks of the Columbia from the neighborhood of Priest rapid. down
to the entrance of ©86 Snake river."

In reality Smowhala was not a chief and did not claim to be one,

since the Wana ums recognized no €00@O chief. He was a religiou man,
and a gedodddenangdddndddodAdandd medicine man, a oted leader
cal led a'yantcha' wh@BHOR6déd a recognition held by few. And
the Wanapums were not a tribe but a band, a kind of religious cult.)

Wrote Major MgcMurray:

"Tiey are of Shahaptian stock and closely akin to the Yakima and
Nez ferces, and have never made a treaty with the government...ior
more than forty years he has resided at the Wanapum village of

P'na on the west bank of the Columbia, at the foot of FPriest rapids..

UOO~5@0&6@@&O@DdOQ@@@&O&OQQ@@G@d@HOé@dQE@dQﬁO&b&Od@&QQ@?@u@@@@D
$608Re9E0dRAREO0

James Mooney, in the Fourteenth Annual &eport, Byreau of Ethnology
@POobed repor ed to the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution
in 1892-93:
"e..As their principal troubles arose out of the disputed title
to their lands, Major MacMurray was asked by the Indians to explain

the Indian homestead law, and how white men divided land.
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"Thiz was carefully done with the aid of a checkerboard, and they

were shown how the land was ma . ped out into eQ0@Q equal s®A0 squares
06® arranged on straight lines so that every man could find nis own. lhey
were urged b the officer to apply for homesteads and settle upon them so
as to avoid further trouble with the new settlers who were pouring into
the country. Smohalla(Smowhala) replied that he knew all this, but

he did not 1like the new law, as it was agains nature. Then he went on
to expound in detail the Indian cosmogony. Said he:

"'T will tell you about it. Once the world was all water and

God lived alone. He was lonesome, he had no place to put his foot,

so he scratched the sand up from the bottom and made the land, and he made
the rocks, and he made tr es, and he made a man and theman had

wings and could go anywhere. lhe man was lonesome sy and God made a

woman. +hey ate fish from the waier, and Yod made the 866 deer and

other animals, and he sent the man to hunt and told the woman to cook
the meat andto dress the skins. Many more men and women grew up

and they lived on the banks of the great river whose waters were full of
salmon. 1_e mountains contained much game and there were buffalo on the

plains. éﬁéOﬁGdﬁdédﬁSOGdﬁd@dﬁé@ddﬂu there were so many peo le that the
stron.er ones someti es oppressed the weak and drove them from the

best fisheries, which they claimed as their own. "hey fought and nearly
all were killed, an d their bones are to be secn in the hills yet.

God was very angry at t. s and he took away their wings and commanded that
the lands and fisheries should,be common to all who lived upon them

t at they were never to be marked off or divided, but that the people should
enjoy the fruits that God planted in the land, and the animals that
lived upon it, and the fishes in the water. God said he was the father

and the earth was the mother of mankind; that nature was the law; that
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that the animals, and fish and plants obeyed nature, and that

man only was sinful. lhis is the old law...
",..only the Indians are of the old stock. After awhile when God is
ready, he will drive away all the people except those who have obeyed
the laws..

"Those who cut up the lands or sign papers for lands will be defrauded
of their rights and will be punished by God's anger...®%)) Moses
was bad. God did not love him. He sold his people's houses and the
graves of their dead. It is a bad word that comes from Washington.
It is not a good law and would take my people away from me to make them sin
against the laws of God.

"You ask me to plow the ground! Shalli I take a knife and tear my
mother 's bosom? lhen when I die she will not take me to her bosom
to rest.,
"You ask me to dig for stone! Shall I dig under skin for her bones? Bva

Then when I die I can not enter her body to be born again.

"You ask me to cut grass and make hay am sell it, and be rich like
white men! Ho® But how dare I cut off my mother's hair ?

"It is a bad law, and my people can not obey it. I want my

people to stay with me here. all the dead men will come to life
again. lheir spirits will come to their bodies again. We must wait
here in the homes cf our fathers and be .ready to meet t em in the bosom
of our mother..."

It was a similar belief held by the prophet, Tecumtha who spoke
6o President Harrison saying:"The sun is my father and the earth is
my mother. On her bosom I will rest.’

“nd here, along Priest Hapids, the army men fou nu Indians who
had been worsnipin. on Sunday since before the advent of the white men.

ihis was the day of worship for Smowhala and his predecessor religious

leaders, and that custom was retained along the Priest fiapids country



26

in later years.

; i
(ﬂgn moé+ recent years, because only a few people |0@edd continued

Lutae ,
to live at Priest Rapids, the=msd little serviczgfiﬁ'fﬁéI} mat lodges

on Sunday, gg%%gfhed with others on long houses on the Yakima Reservation

Ldasar Lo et +o vt
w Pl .relatives . But at the winter solstice,

_

&
When Sun lurns Round , they continued to hold ﬁhéér =0 midwinter
religious feast to gBdd thank the Creator for the approach of a new

season. And around B& late wmarch or early april each year,

sometimes Lo~ Fa—ter; SemeTHiey on Laster Sunday, depending upon

brpival oFE Yo

the state—of m turity of food roots and\%hsratﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂd@d/ first salmon,
(oo sk T e Ly 4o,

the=hedd a feast of thanksgiving)to=tke/Creator for renewing the food

roots and other foods another ~ys=r Sce2o< e
(Sereasrrrt ttte frmst I
( Puck Hyah 4oot, the Iast Prophet of Priest HEEEEE}was anr_oid=mEan(
in his ea®xy 70s ,who had rsgQd®déd clung with his little group of

familtes to the ancestral homeland along Priest flapids and White Bluffs

duringthe-hpd years of the-cattlemen-and-how-steeding. Ié the
tw et Aty
summer, [OraCEEBEHOCTGPEaEs) he and some of his people had—wxere——aut .§6

inte the Lower Moxee Valley and worked in the hop yards.ﬂkuck Hyah +oot,

whe—Was known to the ranchers“ggy&ohnny Buc%}worked for one hop grower,
George Desmarais for 50 years, tying =ifEdiyon youﬁg hop vines in the

spriﬁé%zggiping to build the long rows of hop trellises. ﬁEﬁ‘gpen fall
came he helped X the pOBEZBg hop harvégz%@ dug potatoe /ZﬂétilbiﬂaédLé\

for certain growers, following a routine which in the new way of

things became a routine like the old-day food quests. And

there were sa1mon}é%mAﬁ»takenqmnnupafB9ecTal#iawxatﬂaﬁnuyJﬁJﬂL§§~;

o) i v
_ thns

7?ﬁ£;§$4énkdays of=gIl_, the people returned to their home village

in tule mat long houseakéﬁgﬁgg§if3

ZiEfY COﬂtinued to exist in this manner 6804 odastabad

and there lived throughout the winter
2 — re g 4 7.

= ""__v_—_-h_:: — e = =3 A o T r T gl

during the
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during the days of attempted irrigation and other developments along
the Columbia, all doomed to failure. And long after other Indians
elsewhere in the Northwest and west had abandoned their traditional
homes, of tipis and mat lodges, the Wanapums continued toc live
in the distinctively-shaped tule ma . 900G s60Q0 structures through the
most severe winters and coldest springs, retaining , also, that part of
the old culture lon; untouched and unchanced as they clung to their
religion.

And only the new era of hydro-electric development along the
river changed the Wanapum way of life, although it did not change

their religion. =
o _‘\H_

They were fortunate, compared with other Northwestern tribes, \
that the Public Utility “istriet of Grant County recognized
their way of life and W0dhéd desired to perpetuate remnants of the

old culture through the remnant Wanapums .

“lhe Wanapum famlly graveyard, nlgh on a bluff upstream from_ﬁgzééf
Raplds Dam where P'na had existed, was proclaimed a cemetery by n

==

the Yakima Cyunty Commissioners

“nd the PUD fenced the burial place, where Puck Hyah 4oot

showed he wished to be buried when his time came to join his Mother BEarth.
salvaged

And the PUD also s@96d some of the painted rocks from the wanapum's

wacred Island which stood Squarely in the path of friest Rapids Dam.,

One of these @drRéd rocks marked with a petroglyph was used to

mark the grave of the Last Pro.het, when his time came.
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“‘3%5%33*315b2235' TP I YA
[Puck Hyah loot, had been trained‘in religious ways for mEsy

years hy SEowreia eoaRbinuen to hold religious services at the ,
Wanapum Village siteafwreze'zﬁgﬂag -hEEEEEES§¥§§§S the remnants of o

PR
J-many bundles of tule mats were taken from hillside cellar caches and

used to cover@@ long houses jespmms Fthe T gious
by
sefﬂIEES;-—#ﬁt'ihere, at each serv1eevqﬁi*ﬁh{a , as Smowhala had aéé¥;§£:

the story of man's creation and of the Wanapum bell?i«in the Creator.

‘heke Bhants of the old day dreamers llke//ﬁowhala/ﬁere sung again

== <ﬁ,74¢. Scre—~ra (e &l thy,
by seven drummers as in the o0ld days y amd=%&Fes continued Ee-géu“

oA Ll G e &Ak—q( By Litia, ConaA
gerre ’in. a wooden lo removed through the help of the

L‘A—fz
Atomic Energy Comm1551sn as a surplus building, & set up at Priest

L <« & K U fa o
Rapids and repaired by the PUﬁjonL Wanapum Park, a tract set aside for
the use of the Indians and their religlous service %)j%>}
1jiﬁ< e EGet fo Ao AL T Co Ebfu_.vG

In 1955, while Priest Rapids Dam was under constructlon and tEen

the PUD determined to name the upper dam, Wanapum for the river people,

Sd0@Edadd ab=£FFSt think

80ig

JRa T COEd li(wo'i

Puck Hyah doot did not t

this was proper. It was his o0ld belief that the Creater had given
names to all things and plgces on the land, and these WhAGO should
Leyzna AnXartin

remain unchanged until some unknown time wien the Creator weirdd—retirm
ang would be angry to find them changed ﬁ<?

'ifééiasxgp May 12,1955, Puck Hyah +oot and his tollowers went to
%phrata/and=$e~the headuuarters office of the Public Utility District
of Grant County. <lhey were dressed in fﬁﬁ& ceremonial buckskins

and some carried feather fans, but none wore headdresses, because this was

not the custom among the Wanapums where -there—weie=Ro chfef;}recognized.

(Lete A





