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Account of field trip to Kawechkin [Moses range], Septemnber
25 and 26,1953, with a former occupent of the territory, a relative
of Moses, as informant. Including ethnic and incidental notes,

Thi: fleld trip was followed by interviews with Pyck Hyah Toot,
Tomalawash and other Priest Rapids people, for the purpose of ascertainnm%
whether or not a generslized boundery separatﬁE% the Wanapums, of
acknowledged Shahaptian linguistic stock and the Kawachkin (synon.

Isle de Pierre or Moses Band] or Solumbias who w:'re of Sallshan
linguistic stock,

Briefly, the interviews 1:dicated no besea for determination
by modern conception, legal sense or geogrsphlc terms, mmy boundsry
recognized by the two groups of people. #lthough posse -ingz unrelated
customs and speaking e language that was not understandable to each
other, they sometimesmet at fisherles or food root digging grounds
and sometimes they intermarried.

Although each group appeared to regard a generslized areas as
its home territory, the Kawachkins and “anapums d1d not occupy
temporary or sedetenary villages in common, excepting in the case of
infrequent marrisges, In nearly al1l instsnces known, these marriages
involving that of a ®hahaptian speaking wonan with a Salishen speaking
man resulted, in accordance with custom, in the woman taking up her
domicile w'th her husbend's band,

A "bilateral axis" could be marked along the Columbie River
in Eastern Yashington designating the "separation point" between
the two stocks, But it would be an undefinsble zone just below
the present site of ¥entage on the north,. ¥rom there it would extend
southwardly to Sentinel Buttes, “addle Mountain or Peverly Yap,

one and mA® the sszme locstion, a distsnce of ten miles



The area betveen 'entage on the north and Sentinel “uttes, “everly
Cap or Saddle Mountain on the sonth along the Columbis fiver, then , was
vaguely considere: a "no men's land, although it was vrriously and
usually on separcte occasions Jointly occupled during the different
seasons,

The Kewachkin informant was 21lly Curlew, enrolled and allotted
on the Colville Reservation. The interpreter was Herman Friedlander,
Box 296 , Nespelem, Washington, sn employe of the Colville Indian
Agency. He 18 also enrolled and sllotted with the Colville Fribe.

Curlew belie-es himself to be at lea.t ninety yeasrs old, His
I~dian nemue, in his own language is Cul Lul Keh Low [Like Furning].

He was born while his band was on & root digging trip to the present
Erhrata-Socap Lake area of the Columbia Basin, at & sumner village

site celled Fn Tach VWa Wum. For the past sixty-nine vears, or since

1884, he has lived on the Colville Reservetion.
fihen he was a boy he usually lived during the winter at the permanent
village of Kum Muk A Quatch [Small Hill by the Water], thirty miles

upstream from Vantagp. The sike was approximately three miles below
tho'present Horn of the Columbla River, on the upper end of Orescent
Bar, *his wes the home village of Chief Moses of the Kawachkins or
"Columblas" during the winter time,

Curlew's grendfather and Moses' grandfather appear to hsve been
brothers, although the time required to determine the exact relation=-
ship of Curlew to Moses, translating from the Indian's way of
classifying relatlonship, pravented accuracy here, Curlew however
is looked upon by other Indien informants end himself, and has
always been rccognized ss & relative of Hoses,."

Curlew had long wante: to make such a trip, possible only by

high powered bost, to help preserve place names alon~ the river and
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of Vantage, Yboat owner, and Cull White of Coulee City, a long -time <—
friend of Curlew, final 1y arranged the journey.

The territory covered was thet o er which Curlew said he once
ran ged on horseback with his people . And he marveled that the bost could
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retdluse who preferred life along the river rather than that of
the horsemen,

The name of the people for themselves was Qualwachin , which

upon being checked seversl times with both informant and interpreter

appeared to be pronounced Quawl Watch Chin. The meaning of the word

was said to be connected with a lockout rock at Rock Island Rapids,
not fer below the present city of “enatchee [Symons plt. 17].

This was a place whore a guard was strtioned to watch for unfriendly
msurauding bands. ‘here 1s a hole in the rock through which vantage
polnt the near-by country as well es the river, both upstresm and
downstream oould be sceanned,

Qualwachin was the name for the lookout rock,

There was scme connection associated botween that name and
the names of seversl locel sites having the prefix "qual" or

"qual qual", but no interpretation of the ward could be plainly given

other then it had something to do with cooking fish, like on & sticks
The neme by shich the people knew Moses, their chief, was

Sispilth Kalch [Seven ®hirts], but 1t wes a name confined to usage

among the peo le themselves and was apparently not known to adjoining
bands. In the lanzuege of the Kawachkins “siapilth“is "seven,"
Wanapum Categorical fnaswers MS-I p. 50.

F

“tate Highway No. 10 which connc-ts “pokane and bllensburg, the

rom the south at vantego at t he crossing of the east-west

trip touched at seversl places ®aslly-identified on United ®tates
Eeological Survey foppgraphic maps ol the stcte of Washirgton,
The approximate distances, as given by the riverman:
l-Island Rapids, five miles.[Symons Plt, 19
2-<uilamene Rapilds, sixteen miles, [Symons plt. 18]
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3-Lodgepole Rapids, twenty m!les,.

4-'rinidad, twenty-five miles,

5="The “Yastle" (just upstream from the Horn), thirty
miles, [Symons, plt. 17].

Yot along this stretch of the Columbia “iver, end for an additional
ten miles upstream, the Infoment , on home ground which he ranged as
a youth herding horses and hunting, identified only three villages
of consequence as sedentary locations,

There were other sites pointed out such as fisheries or camping
locations but no other place he identified where permanent lodges
wore erected. The number of place names given was far more limlted
than in the ceses of the Wanapums along the riwer below. Any of several
of the Priest {apids informants could point out as maeny &s twenty
place names in two or three m.les of river.

The southernmost winter village on the Columbis Eiver occupied
by the Lawachkins was loc: ted on the left bank & mile » elow the
highway bridsze at Vantege [Symons, plt. 19]. It was crlled Ne Poonph,
the Kawachkin name of a sprcies of jun per tree growing there. It
was described as & "horse herder camp." Although the chief, Moses
himself did not customarily live there, some of his peonle took up
their ebode during the winter, using the nesr<by country for horse
range. This range extended approximately ten miles downstresm to
Saddle Mountain or 5ever1y “hp end eastwardly along Crob °raek,
this being land where the Camapums fished end get hered hemp {Symons
pe. 119. The range on the right bank from vantar:e toward L1lensburg
or the Wittites Valley was also used by te herdsmen. ?hat area
Joined and merged with that of the "Aeetitashi band of *akimas®

The informent could point out no particuler burial ground for the

villagers of He Poonph, stating thet when draths occuredd the burials
wore svattered along the river end in the talus along the bluffs.
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Theré was no physlorl evidence of the old villege site, nor had its
locution even been suspected by lccal "fook Hounds" whee headqua rters

vantage and who have dug and

for Eastern tashington are located at
screenéd throughout the entire area in search of artifacts.

Two miles upstresm from "antage on the basalt cliffs elong the
right bank and included in the confines of the Petrified Forest State
Park are numerous nictogrephs and petroglymps in & fine state of
preservetion., These are described extrnsively in H. Thomas Cain,

Petroglyphs of Central Washington, Seattle, University of Washington

Press, 1930, 51 pp. wraps, ullustreted by pen end ink sketches.
Yespite the extent of the:e petroglyphs the informsnt k-ew only
"that there were writings there,” and that "they had 'een there for

8 long time." He calléd them "ski ki ast”[writings on rock], and

referred to skl cum [writing] and skl kest [rook full of holes],.
Tentative explorations mede w!th soreen sifters the previous

day, revesled the possibility of extensive pre-historic habitetion

and occupancy. ©# half dozen bone a row points, tw arfowheads and

numerous broken arrow points were recovered. There was such sn asbundance

of flint chips that the findings indicated use of the area as a

memfectory over periods of time,

FPive miles upstreesm from Vantage.at Island Rapids wes Hi Klaph
[Service Berry uus’nes] a fishery, spawning grounds and otter hunting
place, Here atthe lower end of the 1&land the Indians gathered in the
fv11 to catch dog salmon, On occasion came Yakimas as well as people
from Priest Rapids end "Keetitash” femilies. They came agsin later
after ice had formed in thin sheets on ponds end still water. This
time they caught and dried white fish, Like Priest Rapids, Hie Klaph
was known as one of the best white fishing places along the Upper
Eolumbia . £nd now long after it has been forseken by the Indians,

isher men
the sede;nlqgﬁéea;aﬁbme to angle for white fish,
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At this place there were many otters drewn by the spawners and
the men qawght them to use thelr fur on ceremonial costumes,
Islend Rapids is the first notable rapids in the Yolumbia north
of Vantage and of such consequence that they may be natigated only
by power boat guided by experienced rivermen, The bluffs upstreem from
this ldéoation are pock-marked with caves, some close to the river
and some high above the wsater.

On the left bluff was a cave which was pointcd out as the home
of an o0ld men who preferred to live alone and who remained there both
summer and winter, e was a river man and fished by placing a willow
fish trap in the river and it always ylelded an abundant supply of
salmon, suckers and other fish,

On the right bluff, two hundred fect up the steep slope of talus
was pointed out the onening of another cave, historic among the
Kawachkins, #lthough the informsnt knew it by no name the ocave was
one in which a handful of “awachkin men and women were driven to
refuge by a maurauding bsnd of young warriors, esger to secure loot
and slaves, The informant told how they were outwitted. ‘he fawachkins
corri>d a cedar dugout cenoe up to the csve, entered the cavern and blocked
the entronce with the canoe. They suoces-fully withstood a short siege
becruse there was{and still exists) & spring of water inside. “hen
the attackers prepsred to remein, the Kawachkins stole from a side
entrance wh'ch they knew existed and mede their way safely upstresn,

"Who were these warriors?f the infommant was asked,

"They were Yekimas snd Palousea," wao the surprising reply. 4.4
continued questioning falled to change the identification., He also told
how the Yakimas and falouses occasionally sent small raiding parties
into the territory in the hopes of catching some small bsnd of

Bgwachkins, This was not done oxtensively but at occasional long

periods of time, It was explained that was one of the reasons why
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the Kawachkins frequented the river only Quring the winter time when
there were no maurauding bands ranging fer afield from their own
winter villages,

ine miles from Vantaga along the richt benk of the Columbia
just aebove the cave homes, the land rises in a series of steps and
terraces, cu’ by Skookumchuck Creek, Six more miles is the mouth of
<uilgmerre Creek, “his was on area freguented on desr and elk hunting
expeditions by the “anapums from Pilest Rapids, Northwesterly and
hlgher back are the Colockum Hountaina, ?he fir and cedar trees from
the ?olockum 8lopes provided logs for canoce manuf'actory as described

In Wamapum MS-I,

Upstreem on the right bank near the mouth of Q.ilamene QOreeck is
a sand flat , taperinpg back from the river into a 8mall %alley.
Here are the nlainly visible records of a once extensive village of
pit house type. This site was knowmn to the Kawschkins and while they
visited there in sesson to fish for steelhead that entered ®uil imene
Creek, or to hunt for the gees that abounded on the flats aelong the
river, the Kawachkins had no permanent village locsted bhere,

On the river at this location are the uilomene Rapids, the most
turbulent between Priest “apids on the south snd Rock Island napids on
the north, Also, aslong the sand bsrs on the right bank are the
distinguishable remnants of tallings left by the Shinese miners.

They remained along the river while the more anxious white miners
pushed northward to the Fraser River and cariboo dizgings in the 60's,
The Ghinese dug long ditches to aid them in their slucing oporations
and used cradle rockers close by the river in their seasrch for gold
which they obtelmed in small quantities,

z :he Kewachkins did not accept the Chinese and hed no especial

intercourse” ith them althoughoccasionally & Ehinese would marry
an Indian woman and in that way someChinese blood was left
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1nterﬁixed along the river in its upper stretches,

4 ghort distance upstream, on the right bluff ad opposite the
deep Lodpole Rapids 1is the Lodzepole, s marker knowvn in the days of
the explorers. It 1s a treo trunk that appesrs to have been atrended
five hundred feet or more up the bluff by high water., In reslity it is

& petrified loge

¥hile noted in the journals of the explorers [Symons p. 45], ;nd
recorded by the early militery parties end miners who passed slong
the stream, it was little known to the Sawachkin inf rment. 2e knew
only of its existence but it was the subj ct of no legend wibh which he

wes familar and there wa. no historical site , to his knoéwledge, in
the immediate vicinity,

Approximately five miles upstresm from here the Columbia Rivep
makes a wide sweep from the westward. For Some four miles, until it
reaches a point opposite present Trinided on the left bank, the river
flows almost due west to east. “n the right bank is the berinning of
“rescen Bar and 1t extends westerly toward the Tarpiscen, e term
anplied to a creek and the mounteins that ere in reality s part of
the Colockum,

Hore wes the beginning of atrail that led into the "Kectitash" op
Ellensburg country, “bout five miles from the river 18 one of the token
prayer plasces of ethnic 8lmilarity to thoss twenty miles below
Toppenish slong the Soldendale fllghway, on Simcoe Ridge, bothon the
Takima Reservation, and on the Haches River at Horseshoe Bend twentye
flve miles west of the present city of Yakima,

The name of the token-leaving place 1s En' Tuch Tu Casen. It 1s marked

by a rock, s "woman turned to stone" who has en aerrow sticlking in
her back, In legendary or grandfather tale days she lived in the

“awachkin village along the upper end of “rescent * ar. She was
unfaithful to her husband who pursued her as she fhad toward the
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Tarpiscan, ﬁe shot her with an arrow which struck her in the back
kk1lling her and she was turned to stone as a witness thset it had
rhappened and as a warning to others,

The word "Colockum" 1s #nclasized from the Kawachkin lenguage,

In Y0 Lock Cum [In Raven's Country] or tre country from whence Raven,

a herolc figure in “awachkin Yolkiore, came,

At the upper end of Crescent Bar -here the Columbie River swings
from the north, is Cape Horn or "The Horn," e large bluff around whose
base winds a traill that connects with the ?arpiscan'wrail and leads
to the Kittitas Yalley., It 1s a part of the pre-white Indilan trail
that wonded from “Yelilo “alls across the ®imcoe Mountairs to the later
8ite of the military post, Fort S1mcoe, then across “ntanum hidp-e
to the site of the 0ld “t. Joseph Mission end from there northerly
across the daches River at the site of o0ld "Fort" Naches, into the
"enas and then into the Kittitas Yalley,

Some three miles downstream from the Horn was the second sedentary
village pointed out by the informant, a village cite he ‘dentified
as the largest of those occupied by the Hoses Bend of Columbias.

Lt wes called Kum Muk A Quatch [Smell Hill by the Water], Hhile the

principal village wes locsted on the lerge flat along the right bank,
some of the.neople lived on the left bank at & place called Kwa Latkh
[“arm dateri where & spring flowed that never froze even in the coldeat
weather,

Kum Muk & Quatch was the home village of Moses who 1lved there

in & mat lodge constructed for winter habitation by jolning three
large tipis. One wife was from his own people, ancther was a Palouse
and the third was a Yakima woman.

Chier Moges kept some cattle as well as horses, The informant

was living & this village «hen word reached the camp that “hief
Hoses had been capturod by Indian police from the Yakima ﬁeservation.
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Letter Record Book, Yakima Agency, Toppenish, #gent James He
Wilbur Lo ¥.h., Hayt, commissloner, pe. 101, Janusry 30, 1879-=
"I have the honor to report that [ am keeping Chief MNoses
and some of his people af the statlon., Nothin: cen be done
sagtisfrnctory with Moses and his people untll the new reser-
vation proposed by General 0,0. Howard is fully and finally
socttled,..He cananot go back to his country with any safety
to himself or his family, The whites swear they will kill
him if he is ever permitted to return to his former homeees

At that time the villege of Xum Muk A Quatch, the informant ssid,

consisted of nearly one hundred lodges, & smaller number then the
informant had been told by the old people resided there in prehistoric
times,

Some exploratory digging end soreening in various »n.rts of the ares,
hundrcds of yards apsrt uncovered six fine blrd points, numer-us
small "tr de beadsi and fragments of asrrowheads. X1l alons the river
and on the flat were flint and petrified wood chips in such an
abundance that & pound could have beren gathered 1n a few minutes,

Chief Moses and his people , varying from four hundred to s« ven
hundred in number from year tc year according to which of the winter
villages the people chose to occupy, came to this site each fell,
amily groups combined their mat tipis, making lodges from thirty to
elghty feet long. The lodges were not in the style of the Priest Rapids
mat hou es, but their framework was made of the smaller and longer tipl
poles,

The horses grazed on the bunch-grass that grew on the flats on
both sides of the river. “ome were kept close to the camp. 4t times
the river would frecze forming 1ee so thick that horses could be
ridden across the siresam,

Inh the springtime the village disbanded, breeking up into
small groups. The neo~le set out castwerdly and tot he root digsing
grounds at Yaterville and Badger Mountain [Symons p. 123] Toward
July they drifted, as by ¢ mmon accord, to k'ph::'at;a end Soap Lake
[(En ?ach fis Mum] the birthplsce of the informsnt and to the common
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gathering place of the various groups at Moses Lake [Howaph] nesmed
~ Tor a species of willow, They met there with groups of food searchers
from the “pokanes, Yaximes, Palouses snd even the distant Umatillas,

They gacbled and raeced horses at a site called"bBnta Path uite"

where a rock on the side of a slope was used as a turning merker on
a twc mile course for the racers,

In August the various groupe dispersed, going into the mounteins
to pick hucklrberrles and other berries,

As the Moses ®and thet usually freguented the site a‘ Crescent
Bar passed to and from the mounteins, some of them stopped in
Parpiscan Canyon on o flat ecross from the present "Castle; a luxurious
ranch home built by the Coffin family. They planted potatces early in
the spring, paused nn thete ceaseless migret ions to weed the patch
and thea dug the potatoes before settling down for the winter et the
village on the upper end of Crescent Bar,

A gpring was locsted on the upper nart of the potato bed called

"Sut Haut Qh"that provided irrirstion water for the vegetables, The

spring rewains but there 1s no evidence loft of the cultivation.
Eight miles above the village site was Hock Islend and the Kawatchkin

lookout rock Qual Wachin. Not far from here was the tiilrd sedentary

village of the oses band called “ku Ko Lat Ka, It wea situated at

the mouth of Moses “Youlee. ¥Ncrr this village, on the slops back
from the lcft bank, which site the informant desires to be kept
secret until he can properly mark and preserve the grave agalnst
vandalism , 13 buried Chief Moses' influentiael sister, Sen Sentz .
Bhe was the oldest sister of Chief Moses and was respected by her
neople, exercisinc at times aithority verging on that of a chief,
Here too are scatteréd graves of other relatives and friends of the

informant. Now covered over w!th sand is the grassy meadow the
Informant remembers ss a boy where he once played. #nd it made
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his hesrt sad to see the sand blown high on what he remembered as a

green meadow,

fhe name for the entire Moses Coulee was EBhak #h Ma Past,

Santhlalo was the name of Chief lloses! wifs from among his owm
people. She as the onlywife he had when he died., She was known by the
settlers as Mary HMoses end she lived to be, according to the reckoning
ofher people, 108 yesra old, dyinz long efier Moses' Band had
diseppeared and the people had bsgun a new way of life.

“urlew, althouzh believing in the old traditions out his halr when
he was a young man because he worked as a cowboy for the white
settlers and he chose to do this rather than under-o ridicule which
other cowboys subjected him to. #nd he hes more Christisnized beliefs
then the true "lon: braid."

fle has elways retained h's love for harses and has several
of them Including some of the best riding horses on the “olville
Reservation. He rides almost daily smd when the occasion demands,
rather than ride to the agency or to Jespelem in en automobile, he
saddles up one of nls finest horses, spirited animels which even the
best of the younsest horsemen would hesitate to mount, end rides
In tc attend to the business at hand,

#t the time of the interview he was a member of the Colville
Tribel Bouncil and was looking forward to a visit to ‘akims where
he had been elected as one 0" the debgates to greet Hommissioner of
Indian Affairs Ylenn Lymona. Put he was outspoken In his enticipation
of going to "Yakdm:" and meet Ing there with the "Yakomas" for whom
he arpesred to have an aversion.

Questions about fishing, the various repids in the river, the
fluctuetions of the streem and other things 8o recdily known by the

river Indlans » "nly mi@dly Intcrested him. But sicht of semi-wild
herds of horses along the deso.ate benks, especially the occasional
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Appaloosas, drew his kesn attention and provoked many interestling

answers, ‘e definitely hac more kncwledpge of horses than flsh, canoes
and rrandfather or Speelyi tales of the river. And he knew more

emswers about food roots, berries eand wild zame than village life

along the river,
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KAWACHKIN WOFDS AYD PLACP HAMTS
{Some included in Wenapum “Yategorical Answers |

Younting
One naugh
Two tach kouse
Three mouses
Five cheelext
Six whet sa macht

Seven 8ispilth
Eight too win
Hine hahah not
Ten kleht klcht
Twenty 8al hlecht hlch
Thirty ksh haupt
One hundred heatch etch chux
Words
4rm kah lech
Bitterroot spat lum
Colugbia R, Bn Pa “uacht Pool
Camas chohaloosa
Curlew,Billy Yul Lul Keh Low [Tike Turning] relative of Chief
Moses of theKawachkin, Informant on vantage trine
Colockum In Co Lock Cum [In Raven's “Yountry] mountains in

RKawachkin range

Dance swanick [war dance]

Dance Sinquinnam [#Medicine dance]
Decr tachlachinim

Tik’ tach hacht

Eagle (golden) nelk kanoop

Eagle (bald) buckle keen
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Ephrata Soap Lake Fn Tech Ha Mum
Fnta Path Mite  Hawachkin name for race treck and assembly ground
near Moscs Leake

Fish (general) ne soulthl

Fgther la ovh

Head kum kum

House sto hule

Hair skee owh kin

Hie Klaph [Service Berry Bush] fishory, spawming crounds, otter

hunting place; three miles upstresm from Vantage,
Ka %ach Kin proper
Fum Muk e Quatch[Small H1ll by the Water] Home village of @nhicf Mloses,
thirty miles upstresm from Vaentage, upprr end of Crescent
Bar
Kn' Tach fu Casen [Rock YWoman ®lain by “rrow] token rock marker on
Tarpiscan Trail
K¥wa Tatkh (Warm Water] spring across from village &t Crescent Bar,
on 1 ft bank. '
Mother skooie
Chief Yoses Sispiith Kalch [Seven Shirts] Rawachkin name for “hief
Moses,
Moses Isake lMowaph [a kind of willown] Kewachkin summer cemp.
Moses! Father 31t Talch Cum {7alf Sun]).
Nary Moses Kawachkin wife of Chicf Moses. Indian name 3anthelo,
She 1lived to be 108 yesrs old,
Moses Coulee Chek #h lMa Past
Moses C-ulee village ©“ku Xo Lot Ka,loceted et mouth of Moses Coulee

Otter Bunt koo

Quilamene Creek Quel Qual Min [T1lke Cooking Fish on a ®tick].



Qual Wachin

Ride

Rock painting

Roclkt full of holes
Salmon

Saddle

Sen “en Tz

Su llaut ¢h
Thenk you
Ventage

Viater
Wife

Widow
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[Lookout Hole in Rock] Kawachkins' own name for

themselves. 41sc, name for Lookout Rock near

Rock Island Repids,

" kehhach tachlt

8kl ki ast
skr kast
en tute ack

en 3il whil inqunkn

Chief Moses' oliest sister, Influential woman who
lived and is buried at mouth of Mo s Coul e

spring on flat neer "The “astle." above the Horn,

lem lem

¥e Poonph [Juniper] Kawachkin winter camp Just

below Vantage.,
8oulhghl
nokenokhe

chuwahlum



