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was :
The Little Narrows wese called the Short Narrows mad Les Petites ~alles

. | (T s '
or Little “Yalles by the voyageurs. +oday tisegsssmre known as the Ten Mile

Raplds, recelving that name from the Corps of Army Engineers because of
the®» estimated distance from “he Dalles.

‘he Long Narrows , later called The ¥2lles add sometimes the “reat Dalles,
‘S F fet W':LS' ~
are the Yive Mile “"aplids and\w-n&/also named by the hngineer&

The present Bpearfish was formerly Spedis and is close to the “akemap
W

mound on the “ashington shore where the University of “ashington 1s

continuing its second year of excavations, This was the home village of
the 0l1d chief, Colwash, one of the minor ?reamer prophets who followedix
the faith of Smowhala, the Dreamer of Priest Rapilds.

Alexander Ross, who visited that sectlon of the river in 1911 wrote

that as many as 3,000 Indians lived along the river during the sdl mon

season, He wrote that the constant residents of the place were the

"wyampams" (cq) and d1d not exceed 100 persons.,

In 1892 the subsequent Spearfish was called Tumwater according



. it
o
/| to J.T. Rorick, a settler. When the SP&S “allway completgd its line and

established a sidetrack there sbout 1906, it was named for an old patriarch,

fﬂll Spedis. Celilo was called Upper ‘umwater,

AQ/?jfﬁz;e of the area on the Washington shore, also to be covered by

e The
the rising water,.cis=the sbundsnce—od petroglyphs and rock paintings or

pictographs. So profuse were these evidences of a prehistaric culture that
W.E. Schenck and W*D. S trong, students of athropology at the Unlversity
of Californiabamed the aree Petroglyph Canyon. “he most noted of these

carvings wes Tsa-gig-le'-lel, or She Who Watches You as fou Yo By,

Shacks s
Now there are only scattering Imdbemsisats on the "“ashington shore

_and they are |
along that streteh of river,occupied by fishermen who are enrolled on the

Yakima Resprvation.‘EaﬂffiEiﬂzéiﬁﬁiiﬁnt,Across the river at Celiloa. ff 1.3
A FRegents

One might think that when the day comes for the 01d Village to go,
tke contractor and his hesvy equipment will piclk up the wobbly houses and
transplant them beyond the wet reach of “he Dalles E%ol. ‘hat that will
not be done. Nor will & the New Village built on 34 acres south and
across the Columbia River nlighmary, be enlarged,

lMost of the w@® shacks in the O0ld Village are on private land and

are occupied under terms of treaties which gave the people the r ight to

occupy accustomed fishing places,

Villeges are born when someé motive draws people to live together,
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founded in t hat manner they mature into small towns which expand and
| become cities 1if surrourdings are progressive and the life 1s wholdsome,
“almon, and & cross-roads for trading attracted the original occupants
3 Uns Slacken od .
to Celilo “alls. But as the salmon and when trading was made
easier, first by use of the horse and then the automobile, the 814

ﬂishing Village ceased to grow with the Northwest.In fact it commenced

to decay.
There WiRe

Nowtnilaeve—eee frequent squabbles over fish and f ishing stations iIn
contrast to ancient times. #nd whereas the old soclal gatherings were carried
out with a deeply religious significance, there are not so many believers
now in the old culture who beseech the Earth Crestor to 2ssist them while
they&hump out their spirit-given songs of their forebears on hand drums.
: e
%ow Fhe soclal gatherings sometimes tum /into brawls, disgusting to

those who have ~ot 1ost thelr respect for ancient ways and the Earth

Creator., Yet those who criticize have done so cautiously , remembering that

the white man, not the Indian, first brought liquor to “elilo,

Joel Palmer, while superintendent of indian #ffairs for Oregon

negotiated a treaty with the Tribes of Middle Oregon on June 25, 1855,

H

It was ratified four yesrs later and the “arm Springs leservetion was

created,
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The signatory chiefs represented The Tigh or Upper Deschutes Band, the
liyems or Lower Deschutes, the Teninos, John “ays, the Dalles Pand of

Wascos o r “ascopums and the ”og River Band of hascos, Dog River being the

original name given the Hood River, #n ancestor of lommy Ihompson who

has the name Chief Kuni and lives in the new village, was one of the signers
of the treaty.

In 1865 J,W. Perit Huntington, superintendent of Indian Affairs
negotliated a treaty with the Vigrm Spr ings “onfederated bands whereby they
relinquished their rights to take fish at accustomed places. (*6lilo wsas
such a place, But many of the mlver people refused to be confined to the
reservation and since they were not warlike,end were employed by eerly
settlers along the river, they were not confined on the reservation.'fbis
was true not only with meny “yampums on the Oregon side but the Skinpahs
who were one of the 14 tribes making up the Uonfederated “Jakime Nation and

who continued to live at Skin or Cradle Board ‘lace omxkhex¥mzkixgimm

skpxe across from ‘yam,

in an attempt to remove the eyesore where so menv shabby houses were
built the government undertook a i5‘250,000 reconstruction program at the
81a ¥illege 10 years ago. ‘he New Village was bullt but not all of the

peovnle could be persuaded to move. The rest clung to the old shacks,

claiming among other things that freshly caught salmon would not dry on
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‘\‘gq-t a qmst
racks the W
J‘wb 4""’- e 208 %e

Chief Kuni or Tommy Thompson, born not long of ter the treatles were

G

negotiated, was a little boy when his father,Jdim Kunl died. He chopped

the early settlers

kindling and did other chores

whe :
faygiirer called him Little Chief Tommy Thompson. He was called Cpief

Lo-¥it years ago by the tribesmen but more recently took his father's name.

‘f_"he route of the relocated Columbis River highway 1s close to the burial

place of his father)\_é few miles upstresm, but will not disrupt it.

However Chief Kuni is anxious that no one molest thegrave.

| “The
Standing outside his home in the New Village, ghief ¥t pointed

dowr to the old Wyam village, Tmmw overrun wi th the ungelnly shacks and

drying racks. 4t the upper end the ancient burial place of
how A oomad
the people, Yeh-Wah-Tosh, barren)aﬁa unmarked and Ssssmed to be flooded.

He thinks 1t unlikely that the dead will be removed to the later-day

Tﬂqa% b ,
: atop the bluff .- You-VWit,

N1 vl rma et Cw—pane) AN MMM?M%T{)M

% 1d burial grounds were located close to t he villege until the

people acquired horses} 8 t easler to carry the bodies up the

steep slope of the bluff, E
8

[ihe chief's uncle, gtocket-ly, g treaty signer for the “yampums, was

an
killed in a massacre by the Snake ‘ndians., He was buried in #we old

&

graveyerd, near where Chief Kuni's father is buried at a place called
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Khlow-Wee Khlow-Wee, “hen the first highway)was put through, it disturbed

to the burylng place on the bluff.

LR~ DR RPN

the burial o=

“he chief expressed the hope thet should any burials of his people be

/Céisturbed during the reconstruction work, thet the graves not be lesbsd

but that their contents be removed to the high place overlooking the river,

-

where they willl always be protecmaﬁtate laws provide hesvy penalties
for disturbing burial places, making no distinction if they are those of

red men or white. 'ihe graves up and d own the river are known to the people

living at the fishery as gr:ves of their relatives, #nd it is only because

the people have been patient that they have not demanded M*m
those who dig burial sites in sesrch of relics, P& [C 3¢ euh eol

-the first man buried in the new graveyard on the bluff was Pe-Yo, a

first cousin of Stocket-ley, the Y“yampum. The last man buried In the old

father OF
cemetery g =lows—to—tho—riven, was Heanko, .

LAl
hief Kuni 1is the last of a family thst always lived dong the Columbia

ock-"ee-No.,

o o B o % -
IR WAL A —— T —

at the great fishery, yet he holds only a moral right there, He 1s the

Sqﬂ&‘adw’f
leader of perhaps 16 i Ayampums and other remnant non=trecty

people called the Yelilos or Mid-Columbias, The so far undetermined

humber of people who are enrolled on no reservation, 1f negotiat ions are
completed, will be paid %3,750 each in a manner not vyetl dmbswmdrmd

ascertained,

Most of the resid:cnts of the 01ld Village , beirg enrolled upon the

Yakima ﬂeser-vatj.en, will s hare in the compensation for the loss of
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that has nothing to do with the river@® development. The 87fedbdo 0D
®Be terminat ion bills , as they are called , D@dedAddd are in no
way connected with the work of the Srmy Lngineers. fhe effects of the
termination legislation, if thex it becomes law, will extend to the
reservations over the entire nation and the people belonging on
the reservations. That means thd& most of the Lm fans having rights
at Celilo are involved.

Not all the tribes wish freedom from government administration.
Pome 1eadefs, 1ike the heads of the ~akima “ation, feel that the peonle
are not yet ready to be turmed loose on thelir own., They belleve that
the Indian land holdings which c68dd pd®dd once included all the
nation drooped to sround 155 million acres 80 years ago and then to 4%]
49 million scres 10 years past will be gradually wiped out through
the mx¥%> taxation of indian land. ‘he story of the 08QE@ES&E4RIGNA
BofiA#ed shrinkage of the land holdings would confirm theilr belief.

“he problems of the great fishery at Celilo and the dam construction
&pe® progrem are interlocked by circumstance alone with ﬁhe
termination b didas,
The Corns of “rmy Engineers , in apnroaching the problem-at

“Yelilo, acknowle dged the richts of the Indians under the f@@ Treaty



12
the fishery when #w negotlist ions, now under way, are completed or

the sum 1s determined by lawsuilt.

?his will not be paid directly to them, but the money will be credited
to&he Yakima?ribe, s ince the treaty gegards the fishery as a tribal
possession.

Meswwitie—the Ehiiz,"fommy'Thompson or Kuni, weakening almost
deily now, is living on, determined that he will lead the final
salmon feast next spring, before the =Hmikx Glelilo ?alls, the most
historic place along the stretch of river now being changed, are

drowned out by The Yalles “am Bool,



12

of 1855,

whey also adknowl edged thet the fishery would be flooded by The
Dglles *am, and that fishing, as the old people knew 1it, would become
extinct. This they admitted would come to pass although precautions
such as fishways and creation of propagation areas are belng carried
out in the dam construction and in other far-feaching federaland

tate programs .,

2

Then memns were created to compensate the people.
After extensive research the Englweers and the Orezon ®tate Iish
" Commission arrived at a valuation for the fishery. fhe firure was
estimated at fTO0,000 a year smmd was bzased on a catch of 2,800,000
pounds of salmon snnually. ine years 1947 to 1951 , admittedly a
period of good financial times, were used for a flve-year averaye,.
Ygimon fishing is big business.
‘he 1940 “oluribia “iver commercial catch of chinook, silver,
steelhead, sockeye and chum amounted to 19,658,381 pounds of
which the Indian commercisl sales was firured at 2,113,377 pouncs,
The year 1941 was an especially good vear mmd the catch at Celilo
amounted to an estimated 4,628,000 pounds of which 27 per cent was

retained for subsistence.
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tre compensation, ¥700,000, was capltalized & 3 per cent to arrive
at a figure of %23 1/2 million, the total loss,
fwo and one-half years aso the Engire ers approached the various
tribes. “hese were the cgpfederated *akima “ation, the Umatillas,
Warm Sorinss and the Nez Perces.,

‘he "arm Pprings were made up of the seven 4iddle Oreszon fribes
with whom Joel Palmer negotiated in 1855 and who subsequently
relinquibhed thelr fishery rights tOABA&d in the Huntingston *resty
of 1855,

o cons isted

‘he Umatilla nation, c6P9ABOInz of the “alla Walla, “Yayuse and
Umatilla tribes. Ihey and the “akimas signed separste treaties on June
9, 1855 with “ov. Isaac I. Stevens at the Council of *alls Walla in 1855.
“ourteen tribes were named in the Lresty with the ‘akimas and their
original areas of occupancy were not thenand since then havenot all
been clearly defined, even by the oldest men., These iddddd individual
trinves were the ‘akima, falouse, Pisquouse, Wenatshapam, Klickitat,
Kow-was-say-ee, T.i-ay-was, Skinpah, "ish-ham, Shyiks, Ochechotes,
Kah-milt-pah and the “e-ap-cat. Some of them were river dwellers and
fishermen,

Of the various vonfederated tribes the Yakimas claimed the
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100d8d688@é pgreatest share of fishing rights at Celilo falls. Furthermore
in later years, individual “ndians claimed certain fishh = s tat ions
and the all-Indian Celilo Fishing Committee recognized these rights.
There were also certain places recognized as tribal fisheries, shared
by all possessing rights at Celilo.

To get the.settlement under way the Engineers proposed that the
tribes appoint committees to confer on the filshines loss and determine
the various shares of money that had been budgeted.‘fhe ob jective was
to compensate the tribes, thus providing some security and allowing
them to look toward a regular income. In return the Indians were
to relinquish their rights tot he area that would be covered by the
dam pool,

“nbsequent provision by Bongreas was made for the scores of river
dwellers who were not ﬁembers of recognized tribes, lhese were the
so-called Mid-Yolumbias or “elilos as they are called now. They
are led by the agéing “yam chief, Kuni or Tommy *hompson. fhe
compensation estimated for the unorsanizdd occupants of the 34-acre
New Villaqe s was $5,750 0ép0d@ddtid a person, @08 a proposed
out-and-out settlement, -

~Ofg. “nms of approximately ¥4 million each were negotisted with the
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Unatillas and Tarm Springs trgbégwand cood faith payments of %200,000
have beendeposited to t heir credit.

“ne million dollars was budceted for the ez Perces, providing
those people could establish a claim. But recently the ldsho peole
have proclaimed that thevy intend to resort to legzal action to obtain
a larger amount. The Yek imes havenever acknowledsed that the ez
Perces were entitled to even a million dollars.

“he remaining %13,600,000 of the origiral determined %23 1/2 e
million was offered to the “akimas. *hose people, represented by 4,000
enrolled men smmd children have reaffirmed that they possessed nearly
all the fishing rights and the negotiat tons are continuing, While
neither the “ngineers nor tribesmen discuss negotiat lons , by mutual
agfeement, the happenings are a matter of the prolonged‘, step-by-step

Byt
record. @Qd one thing is obvious, the sooner that agreements are
reached, the more P8 readily will the Indians have thee the opportunity

of working out. their own future, based on the sactual knowl edge of

antlicipated income., “hen those now tled up with the complex negotid ions

“ may turn to the other hundred md one thinas yet to be done dlong

the river,

Should negotiations fail, the matter could beturned over to the
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courts for 3awsuit.

“hould a settlement be reached, the money would be deposited to
the credit of the tribe in the Tres ury of the United States.
1t wonld not be ladled out Individually, where at some personalwhim it
could be squandered. fhm: 1s not a restraint of the i1-dividual right
of the Indian, but in conformance with the treaty which recognized
the fishery as a tribal asset.

The compensation money once deposited in the 1reasury and capltalized
at 5 per cent to equal the estimated amnual loss of %700,000 w rth
of salmon 1s a large amount. But it 1s not all hat the Yakima
“"ation would have to rely upon. limber and other resources are being
developed into paying propositions,

However not all of the 4,000 enrolled “skimas are fishermen, nor
are they all cattlemen,horse ralsers, hope srowers, grain men,
tradesmen or farm laborers.

The money, being tribalfidldg mmey would be dispensed through
u‘ongress:‘Lona}_ actlon t8&0¥Odd releasing it to the Department of
the interior which in turn would make it available to the Bureau of
Indian Affairs. *hen it would become aval lable to the individual

membe rs of the tribe as per capita payments, @808Rd0d@daddd upon @tOO
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action of the Eribsal V'c>1.mc:il, in the manner of a democracy.

Don't be . misled by big figures and bilg talk, because the sum
total of xkz all revenues, computed into so many shares, is nothing
more than a large -sized bonus--stock dividends to speazk--the result
of efficient manacement of inherited resources. In this manner the
sovernment, throush the Bureau of indian Affairs, 1is endeavoring to
develop the resources and thus enable the people to raise thelir
standard of living.unkiixikxixxxmmpxxnhixxwikhxxkxisxxx Besides the
people have the opportunity of gainful employment to help push their
earnings Into ahigher bracket, asmd no one begrudges them that because
the average 1is astoundingly low , now,

To help sccomplish this a new era of business management has enterd
the plecture and this 1s requiring level-headed thinking by not only
the government counselors but the indian leaders,and 1t is preparing
the way for traimedx educated, trained young men and wmen of the
tribe to take dddddgdx> foles.

There is one reason, skepticism, that prevents the people from a: ting
quickly. Justification for the caution exists on the basis of mismanagement
ofthe past. It is a fact that some ld lans were promised payments

for losses of rights, butt hese became entangled in politics or
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oxxE® court procedure, Neither they, nor their descendants ever
recelived compensation so it 1s only natural that they look upon
matters of the present with suspicion born in retrospect. And in
such an atmosphere efforts are being concentrated to help the red man build
his own new way of 1life inétead of coasting &l ong from one generstion
to the next while the rest of the country progresses, :hat is no essy
task nor 1s it clear ofpitfalls for a peopnle who were allowed to
drift alons so long in vears past, in order that selfish men could
perpetuate agency jobs.

"henand if the compensation is deposited in the %PG&SHPY it would
be nothing short of criminal for Congress to refuse to release it,06
Qdadoddadds and speedily. Or should the money be paid to the tribe
one day and recouped the next by federal , state or county level ,
tax maneuvers, of which the people are fearful, it would be equally
infamous,

:he fisheries negotigt ions are ddfl only one item in this day of
a more brotherly approach to the red man. ;he whole is not a

coordinated pro - ram $60 but the culimination of divirgent hanpenines.

llany other efforts are beinz m=de. in his behalf,

Attempts are belng made to secure job placements for h'm, mow that
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he 1s slowly winning admiration so he can be assimilated without
discrimination,

g 1s helning himself do this thronzh such things as providing
scholarships, paid for out of tribal earnings, not rovernment funds.,
Now that the schélarships have been idd0d0d@tidd set up, the door is
thrown open for groups or orsanizations to add other incentitives. The
scholarships were not crested w@dBd@A@H0dDdIiddd by the tribe with that
In mind, but the opportunities do exist.

fo show him he had equal rights and was not discriminated asainst,
he was gziven the same privilege as anyone else when liguor wss
.1egalized in 1953, +he farseeing “akimas however banned intoxicants
from the reservation by local optién . The nation;s leaders warned
the people x not to abuse the right or it would affect their well being,
:hey are pfoud that fewer of theilr peonle have succumbed to addiction
than in the‘slum fringes and theshoddy areas of some cities.

to further aid the people, irrigation and timberins pro jects are being
deﬁeloped to train young people in their proper utilization.
- Expert cuidance of 048ePt6H0A088d8dd agriculturalists and horticulturists
have been emploved .,

“laims of asserted losses, stemming fron o0ld injustices are being
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pursued, even thoush in some esases over -zealously.

“e has the benefit of youth projects andolder peopleare receliving

the opportunity of more direct contact with Purean administrators

to expedite

Long swaths

all without

chanre will

their requests and gi@d®démd ~ive prompt attentioén.

of red tape, dl ong with dilly-dallying, have been removed,

utopian day dreaming because it is know that the

not be easy,

*he Immipration Rervice is lending a strong hand in the farm lsbor

fields by sweeping the illesal Mexican "Wetbacks" out of the

country. 4n

some areas to the south it has been found that farm labor

operators themselves were responsible for enticing and sheltering

the aliens.

"hen the cleanup has been carriled out and the holes battened

by legislation, the thousands that hav e infiltered into the harvest

areas wlll have been removed fran competition for jobs the red man

needs to help rehabilitate himself. Orzenized la bor has finally

grown aware

of the situsat ion and taxpayers, vexed by the constant

expenditure necessary to remove the illeral workers , are expressing

demands for

more stringent action.

1t adds up to something like this: The ! dMedd “ndlan has been down-

trodden so

long thet he has a longway tobe pulled to the top,
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g still needs a strong helping arm, as exemplifiedimx in those
dwelli~e along the Columbis River upstream from “he Dalles Yam,
where the biz change 1s taking place.

To assure that he had equal rights, “onpgress by aB® an act of June
2, 1924, made every Indim a citi,en. ‘M s endowed him with full
access to the most preclous possession of the Smericm peonle, the
right to vote,

A1so he has the Americam right of wrshippinz as he désires, close
to the old village that was called “vam, near to the thundering
Yelilo Falls that will later be stilled--if t hat is his wish.

“hen 1R gext spring, snd feasting time arrives, the people will
assemble to talk about the impendinr death of the 0l1d Villege. Their
leaders will orate with the eloquence of the long-braided venerables ,
speaking of the 6Q€ culture of the old days, as they should, and
as is their right. They will encourage the young people to retaln
the fine features of the old days and ways, bﬁt most of the young
peonle will chose not to listen to the sage advice,

‘he true chiefs 1like *ommy xhnmpson s wlll do that, and they will
do well to do so, althouch 00 they will sorrow to see that their

words have such small effect. They will also do well if they
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encourapge thelr tribesmen to register and vote, x
That will maeke the Indian equal to any man.
The power of voting would be a checkrein on any over-ambitious
efforts to appropriate, by unfalr taxation, the inheritance of

the neople, The mXdmem wise olAdé old men know that.
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