Ray Alexander, 81, rmmwnumm.wlmbmnuumm

still in high school

and eventually Included successful forays as an
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frult broker and truck braker. He still halps out when they need

him at the Kader Co., 8 Union Gap truck-brokerage firm.
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Leaving His Mark

By ED STOVER
AR HERALD REFURLC
he door of the tidy West \a]lﬂ

.trrnl randfither with a :IE
pem':l mustache.
i, c'mon in,” says th
‘soft-spoken man who,
retiris fmnl L] v.(-lilm! life that n(-um

a B6-year working il ‘that embraces
everal careers — he was a tool
grinder for years, then an orchardi
en an orchard labor contractor, then
nd truck broker. He
incsses,

worked for athers.
At each turn, he carved om respect:
‘Hard worker, bosses and c
say — tenacious .. easy o work mm
8 warkhorse . persistent
. i role model

.,,,.,
totally enthusiastic

extremely reliable

Ray took his first job at 15, sweep-
ing floors at Bell-Wyman Motors, the

Dodge/Plymauth dealership at the cor-

Ray Alexander has spent a lifetime working in many
different jobs, but 1o matter where he goes,

his coworkers de.
TR
ner outh First and Chestnut
avenues. He was trying to help his w id-
+d mother support the family.
h

dropped
out of ¥akima High Sehool to work full

“There were nine of us ki
recalls Ray, the seventh of Clarence
Alexander’s children. “My
5,

see
5o L quif schoo) o get a job, and that
r more than anything
During this time, he and his late

a work
o{u‘-mmh.
e I ferst m

cribe him the same way

A MERMLD REFUILE
*504), 1 had a sereice station and he sold
e o cigarette machine. Then he got into
selling apples for making apple jilce
and I had o diesel trck and staried
hauling for him

“He was very, very persistent. He
wanted things done the nuhl way and
he was always in a hurry. [ thi s
why he was so successful.”

A black man who came of age at a
{me when black men were expeeted to
e menial lal . Ray wasn't content
with janitorial work. From Bell-
yman, he went Lo (‘I shire Motors,
then. in 1936, to L Power &
Lqummmu which was located where
ng. 1011 5. Third §

“The white guys all wanted to mot
tip and be machinists, and the:
thought 1'd be happy to stay as head
Janitor, Bul there was an opening in

the tool (storage) erib and I applied
and got it. That was one thing about
emans, they'd let you try any-

The Lindemans — four brothers
who pioneered and produced furm
equipment, including what eventually
became the John Deere Orchird
Crawler tractor — were also well-pos
tioned [0 produce war materials dur-
ing World War 11

fn t.m)l mmh-r “We gat a contract with

produce submarine parts.
-\l m-» hm;m of the war, we employed
500 men and ran three shifts™

John Deere and, in about 1953 Ray

plant site in Towa or stay in Yakima
and start fresh.

“I've worked with Ray for probably
4 or 15 years [
the Lisitano Produce Co,

pith Ray over the
d of guy who ke
We've all r




