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Ellensburgh is agitating the question of a public library. Yakima
had the nucleus of one once upon & time and once upon another time an
entertainment was given and money collected for this same purpose
but now from every appearance, there are neither books nor money--

Yakima Herald, North Yakima, W.T, June 13, 1889,

Public Reading Room--Cn First street, just south of Mrs, Mays store,
is located a free reading room which is open day and evening, offering
a quiet and pleasant reading place for young men to spend their leilsure
hours. ‘he room was established and is supported by the Young “oman's
Christian Temperance Union, and while it is only the nucleus of what they
hope to make 1t, they invite strangers as well as citizens to visit it
and the members of the organization feel greatly encouraged when it 1is
indicated that theilr efforts are appreciated by a goodly attendance.
The Union is now seeking to extend 1ts field of usefulness and propose
if they can get the support o Yakima citizens to bulld a temple
costing $5,000 in which will be located a library, reading room and

lecture hall--Yakima Herald, June 20, 1889,



Heading foom=-There will be a lawn social at Captain Thomas'
plcturesque home one-half mile southea:t o town, Thursday af ternoon,
June 19 from 2 peme to 9 o'clock. Guy's beautiful boat will be m
the lake and each one can have a ride by paying five cents.

‘he ladies of the W.C.T.U, have obligated themselves to pay the
debts of the reading room and the proceeds of this social will be
used for that purpose. “dmission at the gate 10 cts.--Yakima Herald,
June 12, 1890,



*he meeting at the Hotel Yakima Monday evening resulted in the
orgenization of a circulating library association of which Mrs o
W,P.Sawyer was elected president, Mrs. W,L. Steinweg vice prresident,
liss Anna Mattoon treasurer and Miss Hattie Sawyer, secretary,

It is proposed to send for books at once and open the library
in one of the rooms of the Syndicate block which has been placed
at the disposal of the associlation by J.G. Lawrence--Yakima Herald,
ligreh 26, 1891,

“he Yakima Public library has sen in its first order for books

which will be mainly standard fiction,
‘he membership is open to all, the initial fee being ¥1 and the

weekly rental of books 5 cents.

liembers of the old association who have books are requested to
leave them at Sawyer & Pennington's or at the library rooms in the
Pyndicate block within the next two weeks--Yalkima Herald, May 14,
1891,

On Tuesday evening the Yakima Library association gave a lawn
social at the residence of Mrs. Wiswell on Natcheez avenue. The band
was under the leadership of Mr. L.C. Read. ‘he lawn was beautifully
lighted and everbody was happye

“mong the futures were the gypsy fortune tellers' tent presided
over by Miss Gertid Morrison and liiss Jessie Pailey. Miss Guillahd
presided with her usual grace over the hot bread and potato booth and

Miss McKinney and Miss Eda #dams ran a beautiful flower stand.

Miss Sawyer is due much credit for her efforts in behalf of a

Library,



the public library now occupies quarters in the Lewis="ngle

building over Chapman' s drug store--Yakima Herald, October 7, 1891,



At the request of The Herald, Mrs. W,L. Steinweg has furnished
the following the public library,

The members of our library association feel very jubilant over the
unexpected windfall that came to t hem last weeke.

Those wip visit the room every week were beginning to feel theneed
of a new supply of books and this generous offering makes it possible
to meet their wants at once,.

In May the majority of the members will pay in their yearly dues
which will provide the means for still another supply of new books.

The history of this library movement may interest those not
familiar with it.

It began last spring with the teachers of our ublic schools,
First a subscription paper was passed around and then a meeting called.,
The meeting was held in the Hotel Yakima parlor and was attended by
about a dozen ladies and gentlemen.

An organization was formed, named the Yakima Library association.
Off icers were elected, committees were appointed and everything done
necessary to putting it in good running order,

“he old C.L.V.C. also held a meeting and voted the little fund they
had collected toward a library sho 1ld be given to this association.

The ¢ mmittee appbinted to select books soon sent off an order
for 128 volumes at a cost of “107. ir. Lawrence generously permitted
these books to be placed in his office, then in the Syndicate block
and a few ladies took turns in performing the duties of librarian
each Saturday from 3 to 8 pe.m.

A succeséful lawn party given by Miss Harriet Sawyer, secretary
of the assoclation, asuisted by her joung friends, brought in the

chlef part of the money for the second order of books.



Now the association numbers 75 members and has over 350
volumes to loan, some of our citizens send in their periodicals which
can be taken and returned. for bound books the charge 1s five cents
per week and a life membership costs fl or $2.50 giving a membership for
the use of the books for one year,

In selecting books for the library everyone's taste is consulted,
More history and science will be added as the library grows as well as
more current literature.

“ome day the city will take up this work and make it a commodious
city library as Seattle is doing and as cur wéstern cities have doune,
but in the meantime an association like we have formed comes the
nearest to meeting the public want of anything we know of=-Yakima

Heraid, “ebruary 18, 1892.



Eighty five new books just received by the Yakima Library
association. *‘he library is open from 3 to 8 p.m. on “ednesdays and

Saturdays~-~-Yakima Herald,July 8, 1893,

The result of the annual election of officers held last Saturday for
the Library sssociation was as follows:
President Mrs. S.E. Steinweg; vice presidenty Mrs. “hitson and
Mrs. Prosser; treasurer, Miss Sawyer; secretary, Mrs. F.C. Sharkey,
These of ficers also constitute the executive commititee for the ensuing

year--The Yakima Herald, May 4, 1893,

The piblic library has been moved to the Syndicate building
where pleasant quarters havebeen secured. The Library association
now has over 400 volumes and another hundred is soon to be added--

Yakima Herald, July 7, 1892,



the officers of the Library associg ion intend to give a High
Tea on Paturday af ternoon, thellth inste, at the residence of Mrs.
W.L. Steinweg. Uyer 200 ladies have been invited and a very social
affair is anticipated.

Following this will be a series of parlor talks similar to those last
winter. These talks will be on historical and literary subjects and
will be given at the homes of the ladies on one afternoon in each month,
finishing with a musical evening reception at the opera house.

One dollar will be charged for the series,consisting of four afternoons
and the evening or twenty five cents for any one afternoon and fifty
cents for the evening.

The momey cbtained fram the series of last winter was spent on books
and library furniture but this season it is proposed to use the
amounts obtained to securing better accommodations forthe members.

An effort is being made to obtain a more comfortable room and to
have it warmed and lighted six afternoons amnde venings of each week,
that the members may not only change their b ooks but have all the
advantage of a pleasant reading room.

‘he Public Library over Lombard & Horsley's fwniture store
conta ins five hundred volumes of well selected literature and is
open “ednesday and “aturday afternoons and evenings. The fee for a
1life memoership is one dollar and the books cost five cents per wesk
rental; or the charge for books may be commuted by paying $2.50 per
year,

#% present t1e membership is about 80.

411 who are interested in good books'should join the library and

help to make 1t a success---Yakima “erald, Novemver 9, 1893,



Library= Club House

Z3ditor, the Herald:

‘he suggestion made in your paper recentiy that our Yakima c¢lub
be converted into a commercial club with incidential social features
has been apmroved by members of the club.

A4 short sighted , marrow-minded picayunish policy, together
with inactivity, will cause no end of trouble and will fail to
attract the class of citizens we want when other towns shall have
sprung up as they are bound to do between here ard Kennewick,

Now, nothing will do mare to unify our townspeople than to get
everybody interested in and working for a common object.

Now the cavalry troop and iInfantry company are pulling together amd
working for an armory hall, and the ladies of the town are making
commendable efforts in behalf of a public library.

Lt us all join hands and erect a structure witly an armory
on the first floor and a club and library on the second,

“he library would be a splendid attribute to the club. “he club
secretary could be the librarian and thus divide the running
expenses. The same economy for lighting ,heating and janitor
service could be realized. E.B. Benson, Yakima Herald, December 21,

1893.



The Library Association in Difficulty.

‘he executive cormittee of the Yakima Library association wishes
to meet with the rest o the memvers to consult with them as to the
disposal of the library.

;here 18 no money to buy new books to creat a new interest. fines
and dues of a year's standing are on the records and the present
income from the loan of books is not sufficient to pay the librarian-
mush less the rent and fuel.

*he committee proposes that if the running mxpenses could be met, the
books could be sold nr divided.

A meeting is appointeé for “aturday,January 19, at 7:30 o'clock
in the library room in the Syndicate block., 411 the members of the
association are earnestly requested to be preseht as something
definite and permanent will be agreed upon.

5y order of the president, Ida B, Sharkey, secretary--Yakima

Herald, January 17, 1894.



One of the most pleasant afternoon talks ever glven by the ladies
of the Library assoclation was bhat held at the home of Mrs.E dward
Whitson on Paturday the 10th inst.

The president, Mrs. Steinweg being unable to be present, Mrs,
Prosser filled her place in a very graceful manner. After a
piano solo, by Mrs. Boyle ami a mandolin and guitar duet by the Misses
Maher and Wright, both of which were greatly enjoyed by the audience,
came Mrs. Reavis'! paper descriptive of her trip to Alaska a few years
agoe

Hep description was so realistic that when she closed every lady
felt she had accompanied nh er and been on the party to walk the streets
of Sitka,

“fter reading the paper the ladies enjoyed hearing the Misses Vright
and Maher in & mandolin duet, accompanied by Miss Effie Yary at the
piano, fha last piece on the program, though by no means the least enjoyed,
was a violin solo by Miss Zthel Young, accompanied by Mrs. Whitson.

The attendance was quite large, about fif ty ladies being present.
The last of this winter's series of parlor talks will be given at the
home of Miss Allen #pril 7, at which time a review of all the previous
papers written by Mrs. Pr, Pugley will be read--Yakima Herald, March
22, 1894,



In response to the call of the president , a vout twenty members of

the Libraryassociation met in t he library room Paturday evening to
arrangé for the carrying on or disposal of t he library,

No definiteaction was taken. Mayor Redman, :sv. Brown and Mr. L.E,
Pperry were apuointed a comiittee to confer with the firemen, the Commercial
club and the city council relative to the purchass of the books and
report at a meeting to ve held Paturday, Jan. 26 at 7:30 pem. at the
library roomg

At this time it is desired that all members who wish tohave a voice
in the matter will be present tha® there may be no after dissatisfaction.

Yakime Herald, January 24, 1895,



The members of the Library associlation held the ir sacord suspénse
meeting on Saturday night last and befare adjourning had definitely
settled upon a plan of actione

When the meeting was called to order the report of the commnittees
appointed to visit the Commercial club, the city council and the
firemen was heard. Rev. “rown as chairman stated that while it was
possible for the maintenance of a library, it was yet hardly probable that
the council would care to take immecdiate ac tion on account of the
scarcity of money. The Commercial club could do nothing but give moral
assistance; the ¥ emen hadnot had ameeting and would not hold one until
the 31st,

The committee was continued in order that the report of the action
of the fire depar tment might be heard,

# motion was introduced and carricd that each member of the association
should be assessed the sum of 25 cents per month to pay running expenses
or $2.50 per year if paid in advance and that the sum hersetofore charged
for books bakén should hereafter not be collected--the 25 cents
a month to pay f@ the charge,

A motion was tken made that any gentleman or lady, residents of
the city, acceptable to the governing board or held to be respn sible
to them, should be permitted to draw books from the library on
payment of the 25 centé per month; but should have no vote in the
affairs of the assoclation. ‘he motion was also carried.

It was also determined that the ladies should retain full control
of the library and that efforts should be made to secure donations of

books and money--Yakima Herald, Yan. 31, 1895,



“he dance under the auspices of the Ladies Library association is
booked for Hason's opera house on_friday evening, May 10.
This should be a well attended ball, as the association is one of
the most worthy of the city's variety of institutions.
The lady managers of the Library association have contended for
months with difficulties inthe way of lack of financial assisteance
and the present ouportunity should be embraced by all residents of

this clty who realize the great good the free library does far its
many patrons--Yakima Herald, Mgy 2, 1895.



The executive board of the Library assoclation most heartily thank the
public and their fellow members of the society for their generous
assistance and patronage of the ball given last iriday eveninge

The ladies of the library association cleared ¥75 at the sunflower
dance. The receipts from the refreshment tables being sufficient
to meet all expenses. #11 members of the associestion are entitled
to the selection of one or more books soon to be purchased. the
e..ecutive board will be very glad to receive suggestions from all
friends of the association, regardless of membership. #1ll such
suggestions to be handed to the secretary, Mrs. G.A. Graham, vefore

“ednesday, May 22--Yakima Herald, May 16, 1895.



During the past week the hearts of the Library Association
have been made glad by the very generous gift of one hundred dollars,
given by the executive committee of the Yakima fair. +he &xecutive
Board of the Library “ssociation wish to thank the board this public
way for their proffer and more than welcome donation--The Yakima Herald,

Yecembver 12, 1895.



*he Library Assoclation is arranging to give a benefit ball at Mason's
opera house on Tuesday evening, “ebruary 24--Yakima Herald, January 13,

1897.

*he Library ball was the largest attended public dance given in
the city in many a year,
lason's opera house had been decorated for the occasion and the
several lady patrcnesses served boulllon and crackers in one corner.
411 present seemed to enjoy themselves and none left until "Home
Sweet Home' was suggested by the mpsic. # snug sum must have been

realized by the association--Yakima Herald, feb. 4, 1897.



411 friends of the p blic library should attend the entertainment

at the Hotel Yakima parlors on Wednesday evening next.

# program has been arranged which cannot fail to please all,

lirss #tchkinson, a recent addition to Yakima's circles will appear
for the first time in this city in an instrumental number, the lecture
by Mr. Hassell on Humor and Pathos will be entertaining.

the admission fee of 25 cents will be used iIn the purchase of books
for the library--Yakima Herald, #pril 15, 1897,

‘he regular annual meeting of the Yakima Library assoclation for
the election of three trustees and a librarisn will beheld in the lib-
rary rooms at 8 o'clock on “hursday evening, April 29. # full

attendance is requested--Yakima Herald, #pril 22, 1897.



A number of tezchers and others interested in the cause of education
have arganized a ‘eachers! library association.

The initiation fee is one dollar in cash or books and the
offices are a president, secretary, treasurer, librarian and executive
committee ofthree members.,

County Superintendent Plumb is librarian and the books are kept
in his office where access can be had to them every Saturday. ‘he
regular annual meeting occurs at the time of holding the teachers!
annual institute,

The association starts out with seventeen memvers and twenty nine
volumes of standard works are very helpful to the teacher and
the movement cannot but be beneficial to our county school gystem==

Yakima Herald, wept. 8, 1897,



Ehere are now 700 volumes of standard literature in the publie
library and the terms of membership within the reach of all.

@here are 147 life memberships, who pay one dollar for a life
membership (certificate) , non assessable and by the payment of an
annual fee of one dollar or fifteen cents a month books may be taken
by the life members as often as wanted.

Transient readers may obtain the benefits of the library for 25
cents a month and four months dues make them eligible for a life
memoership.

Mrs. Jennie Dartﬂolet is the librarian and bocks can be obtained
of her on Wednesdeys from 7 to 9 p.me and on “aturdays from 2 to
T Delte

It is hoped that many .ersons from the country desiring to beguileé
the long winter evenings with excellent reading matter will become
merbeI's «

All those desiring access to the library can make application
to the president, W.L. Stelnweg, at the ﬁirst Hational bank. The
library is located in the “yndicate block, Second and # streets. &
liveral patronage of this indespensable institution will enable
the trustees to purchase more books and keep the library open longer

dur ing the week--The Yakima Herald, Ustober 14, 1897,



Pursuant to a resolution passed at a meeting of the trustees of
the Yakima Library association held %“ednesday evening at which time
a proposition was received and accepted from the Yakima Herald to issue
a special “ashington Eirthday “oman's Edition for the benefit of
the library, an invitation is hereby extended to all ladies of North
Yakima who will assist in the matter to meet at ‘he Herald office
on Saturday afternoon at 2:30 o'clock for the purpose of making
preliminary arrangements. W.L. Steinweg, president. Yakims Herald,

January 6, 1898,

One of the most public spirited institutions in ¥orth Yakima 1is the
Library #ssociation and no other organization in nur midst 1s more
deserving of the support and enco:mggement ofthe peoyle of this city.

‘he association is several years old and f rom time to time has
added to its collection of books uritil now the shelves are a credit
to the comunity and a lasting monument to thememb®y of all those who
have helped it from time to time,

However the present management is determined to make still
further advancement and with this end in view a special meeting of the
directors convened on “ednesday evening and considered a proposition from
The Herald for the ladies of North Yakima to issue a special edition
for the purpose of raising funds for rew bocks and also to thoroughly
advertise the library,

‘he matter was carefully considered and af ter mature deliberation
was accepted and the call printed below is the resulte.

The Herald made the proposition at the suggestion of one of the
ladies and has gone into the matter without expecting to make one

dollar out of it beyond the cost of the extra work occasioned, so that



the total net profits of the undertaking will go into the
library funde.
4 lively interest in the matter has already been worked up among
a number of the ladles and the meeting called for Saturday afternoon

gives promise of being well attended--Yakima Herald,January 6, 1898,



The call issued in last week's Herald by President bH:eimmg of the

Librgry association was prOmptlj responded to by a large number of
ladies who gathered to consider the matter of issuing a special
edition of The ferald for the benefit of the Library association.

As the ladles were gathering the subject was discussed from many
standpoints and a good deal of interest was manifested in the venture.

The meeting was called to order by President Steinweg who suggested
that the first thing in order would be the election of a chairman and
accordingly Mrs, bharkey was elected to this position. Mps. Edward
Wnitson was chosen secretary and the meeting proceeded to consider the
proposition as published last weeck which of fers to place the ladies
in charge of the editorial and business management of the Herald for
one week in consideration that they turn their earnings over to the
livrary fund, the proprietors of the paper to receive no portion of
the earnings of business secured by the ladies beyond the cost of the
extra work and material caused by them.

The proposition wgs unanimously accepted and February 17(the Thursday
before Washington's birthday) was selected as the date for issuing the
paper which it was decided to call "Woman's Washington Edition,"

lrs. Hassell was elected editor in chief and Mescames Stair,
Bartlett and Hall were selected as associate editors. Mrs, Edward
Whitson was elected as business manager and given authority to select
her own assistants,

There being no further business on hand the meeting adjourned until
called together again by Mprs. harkey.

The ladies plan is proving a popular one with the merchants, who, as
far as inéerviewsd, express themselves as well pleased with the
plan to give Yakima the most popular edition of any paper that has ever

been issued in Central Washington-The Yakima Herald, Jamary 13, 1898,



The much talked of Woman's “dition of the Herald is a thing of
the past, the large number of ladies who worked hard tomake it
the success that it was, are resting up and congratulating themselves
that they @on't have to get a paper out every week and lirs. Graham, who
1s treassurer of the library association, is trying to get a purse large
enough to contain the proceeds of t he venture.

Yhe history of the undertaking up to the time of going to press
was given by the ladies themselves and we take pleasure in telling of later
events connected with the affair,

Owing to an increase of fow pages cver the number originally
intended (30 in all) the last pages did not go to the press until
afternoon “aturday. #t that time a large number of ladies were
present to fold and prepare the edition for the mails,

A few gentlemen came in to assist, among them one of the pastors
of the city, the cashler of one of the banks and the superintendent of
our city schools. %wenty-two people at a time were enga; ed in this
work and as socn as a few of the papers were ready they were sent to
the postoffice for distribution,

The demand for copies of the edition was far greater than anybody ant-
icipated and almost invariably the number originally ordered was
incressed when the paper had been inspected. One thousand extra copies
were printed and with the exception of a few that were spoiled, and
possibly a couple of dozen remaining at the news stands, they have all
been sold.

The North Yakims Yrug Store, faft & Taft, Janeck's, Hoaf & Stout,
and Moore all kept them on sale without any charge and in the same
way from the start, all the work of every descrpition on the paper has

been done at cost and in addition to all this the publishers of The

Herald pay $10 toward the cost of the front page cost,thus adding



their contribution to other business houses to swell the library fund

which will net sancthing over $170--Yakima Herald, feb. 24, 1898,



4t the annual meeting of the Library association new officer = were
elected as follows:

President Hev. H.M. “artlett; Second vice president “#.R. Weed;
first vice president, Mrs, G.A. Graham; secretary, Mrs. F.C. Sharkey;
treasurer, W.A, Bell; librarian Mrs,. Y1rginia Eartholet. Three new
trustees were elected and three of the 0ld trustees retain the ir positicns,

New ones are ¥Mrs. Lizzie Burlingame, #+B, Weed and W.A. Bell,

“he receipts for the year were $291.22 and the expenditures $152.22
The balance on hand, #pril 21, amounted to ¥179.85,

The total receipts from the “oman's Edition of the Herald were
#173.91. On #pril 30 Mps, Mary “llen Lease will lecture under the
ausplices of the K of P for the benefit of the Librgry association,

Appropriate resolutions wf thanks were passed and ordered spread on
the recomds .to those who managed and assisted in issuing the Yoman's
Editione

4 resume of the rules of the association, which might not be
out of place at this time (omitted because of previous numerous

references)~Yakima “erald, #pril 21, 1898,



*he Library association appropriated a portion of the earnings of
the Woman's Edition of The Herald for the purchase of new books and
President Bartholet informs us that they have been ordered.

The following lits of works which will be delivered in a shart time:

Famous Leaders' #mong “omen; great writers scriese-Longfellow,
Yickens, Darwin, “cott, ?urns, Hugo, “merson, Heine, Mill, “molaétt;
Symbolic Education; ‘he Refugees; Keminiscences of Frobel; Education
of Man; ‘he Young American; a Political Primer of New York State and
the City; a jederal Judge; Ptory of the Cowboy; ‘he Great Secret; In
Buff and Blue.

Captain “hays, Don't worry; Frobel's Education or Self Activity;
Unseen ¥World; “amous Men of Science; ;1ttle Homespun; The Sowers;

A Literary Courtship; Romance of Dollerd; Story of Margaret fent;
Throckmorten; In the Suntime of Her Youth; Yhrough Colonial Doorways;
The Oregon Trail; ‘he Christian; In Kodar's Tents; #uld Lang Sgpe;
Little Sister of the %“ilderness; Story of the Other Wise Man,

Calbb “est; ‘om Grogan; Penelope's Progress; in Simpkinsville; People
“e Pess; The Red Bridge; Neighborhood; ?he Workers; Shrewsbury; ®t.
Ives; fhe Land of Montezuma; Sermons to Young Men; Quo Vadis; “he
Choir Invisible; Soldiers of Fortune; Hugh Wynne; ‘he lMaster; Under
the Hed Bobe; *he Kentucky Cardinal; Girl at Cobhurst; The Wrestler
of Phillipi; “aptains Courageous; Story of Great 4merica for Young
“mericans; Plant World; in Brook and Payou; Curious Houses and
‘heir lenants; Citizen Bird; A Boy I K%ow ani Four Dogs; Big Uypress;
Polly Oliver's Ppoblem; Historic ?oys; Modern Vikings--Yakima Herald,

May 26, 1898,



the city libpary, for the benefit of which this special edition
is issued, was begun in & very modest way seven years ago.

Two of the teachers in the public schools realizing the dearth of
good reading matter available, began ta. talk among their friends of a
circulating librarye. They succeeded in interesting several people in
their project and ameeting was held in the parlor of the Hotel Yakima,

An orgenization was formed with Mrs. W.L. Steinweg president; Mrs.
W,F'. Prosser and lMrs. Ldward “hitson vice president; Miss “nna Mattoon,
treasurer and Miss Harriet Sawyer, secretary.

4 cormittee was appointed to solicit members and fwnds , the
menmbership fee being placed at one dollar which gave a life membership
in the organization. In & month 65 members had been secured and ¥140
subscribed,

Then an arder for wooks was placed with an eastern firm. Mr. Lawrence,
then county superintendent of schools, kindly gave the use of his office
until better quarters could be secured anmd thus the library was
established,

“ome books were donated and with those purchased it was soon found
necessary to lave a separate room., Une was found in the second story of
the brick building known as the Syndicate building where with the exception
of a few months, the Library has been located since,

Yuring the first year 228 books were bought. During the following year
%123 was realized f rom entertainment and %47 from dues of members,

A portion of these funds were expended fa funniture and the remainder
for running expenses and books. Twenty-five books were doneted.
During the winter of 1893 the experiment of keeping the library open

at all times was tried but members did not avail themselves of the

opportunity of exchanging'bocks‘xp: a sufficient exéent to make the



plan practicable, as the expense was considerable,
To meet this expense a series of afternocn entertainments of a
library nature were given by which $75 was realized. ‘he Iadies
Quartette also gave +the net proceeds cf one oftheir concerts. the
following year a ball was given which netted ¥75 for t he purchase of new books
and the Yakima “air committee gave ¥100 of their surplus to the library.
At the annual meeting held in “pril 1896 it was thought best
to reorganize and incprporate - uader the state laws as the Yakima
library aséociation, all the books and furniture becoming the property
of the new assoclation and life gertificates were issued to everyone
who had at that time paid the one dollar fee for mermbership.
One hundred life certificates were issued. fhe fee for books was
reduced from five cents per weseks to fl per year in advance, of
fifteen cents per month fa members. for non members and for visitors
to our city or those here for a short time only a rate of 25 cents per
month in advance was made,
fhe association is managed by six trustees, thepee of whom are elected
annually from its members to serve for two years. The librarian is elected
annually from its members to serve far two yesars. fhe librarian is
elected at the annual meeting. 7
The many friends of the institution have shown their interest in
various ways, one by gift of carpet, curteains and pictures which sdded
much o the appearance and comfort of the rcom, also by a donation of
valuable books; ancther by a large donation of books and pamphlets; two
of our ministers by lectures delivered for its benefit and the general
public by their cheerfula nd libsral response to all appeals maile for the
benefit of the institution.
?he Indian Jubilee canmittee has lately turned over to the
treasurer $43 Bf their surplus funds . ‘he present membership is 37.
This nets a litile more than %37 per year. “s the expense of running

the library amounts to nearly ¥90 it will be seen that it is



‘he book committee of the public library has placed upon its
shelves a set containing thirty volumes of the celebrated Warner
Library of the World's Best Literature. This is a remarkably valuable
addition and is alone worth many times the price of membership,

By means of it one ce make himself well acquainted with the
literature of the whole world, ancient and modern, English and foreign.
lhis library was purchased with funds lately contributed by the Knights of
Pythias, “he volumes are now ready for consultation--Yakima Herald,

flovember 3, 1898,

Farty new volumes of recent books have just been placed in the library
and are now ready to be issued.

The following are some of the more important books:

Mark %wain's Follcwing the Equator; Stanley's South Africa;
Brady's First-Love of country; Nansen's Farthest North, Northward
Over the Great Ice; Shalsi! s Outlineé of the ®arth's History; The
Eugene Iield I knew; “hat is Good Music; The Workers: Henry George's
Science of Political “conomy; “pain in the Nineteenth Century;
Geographical Statistics of Mexico; Story of the Birds, beside: a number
of interesting works fa boys and girls,

The trustees would like t o call the attention of parents to the
large numbers of interesting books for boys and girls which the library
now contains. If you wish your child to learn habits of reading which
will be a delight and help to him all his life besides keeping him
out of temptation now, get membership ticket to the library. For every
subscription adds two new books,

The trustees will usually be glad to order books that may be wahted,
‘he library is open “ednesuay and Paturday evenings--Yakima Herald,

July 14, 1898,



impossible to pay the expenses unaided. btill, if all l1ife members
would become active members and pay one dollar each year for the
use of books, it wauld not be so difficult to meet expenses and
purchase new books,

There are now more than 800 volumes in the library. Most of t he
standard authors-are represented. There is much good fiction with a fair
progortion of books of travel, history, science and biography.

The children have not been forgotten and many interesting children's
books are read ' by our young Ppﬁéplé. The aim is to so interest
them that from the beginning they will prefer good reading matter to that
which is trashy and harmful,

It has been the hope of those interested that in time it would be
Impossible to maintain a reading room in connection with the library and
to have the room open every evening.

#s the growth of the library has been like thet of our bsautiful
little city, steady and sure, with Yakima's added prosperity and the
known generosity of its citizens, the day is not far distant when the
hope will be realized and Yakima will be Justly proud of the free publiec
library and the reading room.

fhe present reed 1s for new books which it is hoped to supply with
the proceeds of the “oman's Edition and the generous aid which the
Kriights of Pythizs have tendered in the series of entertsinments now being
given,

the library is open every Hedn.esday and 5aturday evening from half
past seven until nine o'clock and on “aturday afternocn from two o'elock
to five.A cordial invitation is extended to all to visit the room and
inspect the books--Yakime Herald, February 17, 1898, “ritten by

Mrs. Ida “harkey, secretary, Yakima Library association.



W.H. Hodson has accepteé@ a position as agent for a circulating
library and will canvass this county and Yakima=-Yakima Herald ’

November 23, 1899,

Rev. H.M, Bartlett is making an effort to secure funds sufficient
to remove the public library from its present unsatisfactory location
to the room on the ground floor next to the postoffice. He wants to fix
up a reading room which will be attractive and convenient.

It w1l be furnished with several dailies and the leading magazines,

Mre Bartlett thinks if the library is more easy to find it will be
patronized by more people. ‘he churches and most ofthe businessmen
have contributed to the fund that is necessary to maintain the library
in its new quarters and make the desired improvements. e library
now contains 1,500 volumes. Mr. Partlett thinks that if it is put in
the room above mentioned the people will take an interest in it and in
a short time +the number o volumes will be increased to 4,000 or 5,000-

The Yakima Kepublic, January 19, 1900,

ihe movement to eatablish a free public feading room in conrection with

the public library is now fully assured of successhaving received hearty
and generous support from the businessmen and churches of the city. Its
opening However ,nwill be delayed a short time until some needed repairs in
the Syndicate building have been made. It is hoped t o have the reading
room opened by the 15th of February.The reading room will be free,.

It will still be neces:ary as heretofore to charge an annual fee of
one dollar for use of books whan carrisd home. fhe library is not g
free p blic library and cannot become so without having a city tax
or an endowment far its support. In time it will doubtless have me

or the other of these resources or both--Yakima Bepublic , Feb. 3, 1900,



fhe publie library has for the first time in its history paid current
expenses from its membership dues during the last quarter. “he library
now contains mearly 1,500 volumes, Over 100 have recently been added.

The libmary is open Wednesday and “aturday evenings and “aturday
afterncon. A membership ticket costs one dollar and the annual dues
are cne dollar,

“mong the recent additions are the Yarner Library of the World's

Pest Literature, 30 volumes, purchased with funds co:tributed by the
Knights of Pythias; jha fwakening of Japan, Roden's :orner,
“he “ed Cockade, Lhe “ook of Uames, the Pride of Jennico, the Interest of
“merica in Sea Power by Capt. Mahan; the Master of Ballantree and
Kidnapped by Stevenson; The “eneral Manager's “tory, Four Footed
Americans, Yesterday's in the Philippines and a number of other late
publications for young andold.

The trustees are now able to add new publications from time to
time and wilil usually be glad to order books for which a special demand
may bemadee.

They would like 80 new members during the coming year.This number
would make the library self supporting ami provide for opening it

at other hours--Yakima Herald, January 26, 1899,



*he high school library received a substantial gift from W.IL,
Steinweg last week. :he donation ineluded 90 volumes of the best books,
including which are encyclopedias, histories, standard fiction and a
numoer of leading magazines in bound form. +he gift also includes a
compound microsoppe, large framed portraits of Holmes a nd Longfellow
and a herbarium of 200 Yakima valley flowers. These flowers were
gathered and mounted by Mrs. Steinweg and are very valuable.

In the plans for the new school building the architect has provided
& room 15 4 18 feet to be used exclusively as a library,

the gift of Kr. Steinweg's leads those in charge of the schools to hope
that others will be moved to follow the example and that the high
school library will grow to proportions worthy of its new home=--The
Yakima fepublic, May 11, 1900,

The public library has received a large number of books during the
last week or two fram Yong-essman W.L. Jones.

‘he collection includes several volumes of the house and senate
journals, six volumes of the geological survey and fourteen colored
maps. fhe maps are quite valuable, showing as they do the dis tribution
in thls state of timber and varieties of soil, besides many important

geological facts=--the Yakima ftepublic, May 4, 1900.
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