ASSOCLAT
AR TSN G BN Y

- —

ENCOURAGE - APPRECIATE - Ompes Avtes - PERPETYVATE - EOUCATE

D
Broc‘xure @ﬂ

\\\fCL}-HmC\, @Ommum‘\'y

At Co




Y.KIIL COLIUNITY ART COITIR

e of the Yakina Valley Art aAssociation extend grectings and welcome to you,
nembers of the /ashington State Drama Associatione This visit to our Commnity
Center, (still in its first stage of construction), was included in your tour, not
only because it 1ill housc a Little Theatre, bul because in this project /¢ have
someth ing unique in the State of ‘ashington and a project tlmt can be achieved by
any commnity that desires orneeds a center of this types At the cuggestion of your
convention committeec we have prepared the folloving brochure trying to a ticipate
your questions on the Community Art Center, its history, its present and its futures

The story behind the Commnity .Airt Center begins with the organization of the
Yakina Valley iArt Association in 1945, A smell group of Yaiima people, keenly
interested in the cultural progress of their corrmnity, formed this association
vhich would have as its purposc: "to cncouragey appreciate, perpetuate and educate
in the field of all the arts", Perm .nent rooms were rented classes in painting
and crafts were started, and art exhibits were brought to Yakima under the association
sponsorships The same year the ¥VA. sponered the formation of a Little Theatre Groups
By 1948 membership had grovm from somet ing under twenty-five to several hundred,
and the varied activitites of the sssociation had outgrowm its small meeting roonse
At the same time the Lit tle Theutre Group had p oduced scven financially successful
plays, but vith inadequ.te rchearsal spuce and on a rented stage vhich that year
- was no longer available to then, .

It was at this crucial point that lwe Hlon Gilbert, a local fruit man, himself
interested in thecultural progress of Y.!ldima, expecid 1y in its influence on young
people, donated to Yakima a large warchouse and tract of lande This donation was

nade by deeding the pw perty to the YVAA with the stipulation that it was to be
renodeled into a Commnity Art Center, andy in tum , the YIVAL accepted the re=

sponsibility of raising the necessary funds to build and naintain this centers
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The plans for the Community .irt Center were drawm up by the .rchitects .isso=
ciation of Yalkima, represcnting almet all local architects firms, undtheir services
were donated to this commnity projecte hen compl:ted, at an estimated cost of
+25,000, theCenter will housc:

1, Little Theutre iudi torium (for plys and commnity events, lectures,
msical events, etce)

24 Art Gallery

3e Jorkshop b rtheatre, metal a dirodworking classes

e ‘orkrooms for classes in painting, crafts, ceramics, children's art,
sculpturing ctce

S5¢ .« large room Joruse of cormminity for banquets, meetings, dances,
Boy Scout and Campf. re meetings, and other club groups

6e Office h adquarters for YVaL

It is also ofinterest to note, that this lund andbuilding donated by
lre Gilbert is part of a five aere tract, which he has given t the cit for a parke
Yakima Park Board plans call for md ntenance of the Commnity .rt Center surroundings
vhen the park is built, s well as creation of an outdoor ampitheatre dircctly
northeast of the building,

To date the Yakina Valley .ot .ussociation has raised approximately 512,000
for its building funde This money was raised entirely though memberships and income
fron Little Theatre plays,

As a first step approximately ;2,000 was spent erecting a teiporary stage
with 1ighting in the warchouse for the Little Theatre, instglling a small heating
plont, and in clear:ing and gravelling a pirking areas

In July of this year, 1951, actual reiwodelling work began, and for an approxie
mate investuent of ,8 ,OOO'basic strengthening of fourd ations and roof, and parti.l
coupletion of the Little Theatre auditorium was done, This sum ind udes 'urchase
of 245 theatre seats and all bilding materi-l nceded to ouplete the interior

of the sutage and cover the theatre floors
The Bujlding Committee estim-tes that an additional 16,000 to 275000 will be
needed to cmmplete the upper floor of the Center and install basic hcating, plumbing,

and wiringe .hen this sum has been approximated construction will be resumeds
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AY present the YVAA anticipates, andhopes, that the Li tle Thcatrew ill be able to
present its first production on the rew stage by early next summers
In the m antime the YV..i. has maintained all i s activities with an increase
of membership nd intercst zach yeare At present the iAssociation has two large
cooms on a perranent rental Lasis in the basement of the Larsn Build ing for cla sses,
setings, ond rehearsalss In cooperaion with the Yakim Valley Junior College, the
V..l sponsors continuous art exhibits in Yhima'!s now Larson Gallerys The Little
heatre has produced to date six successful ply s on the temporary stage erected in
the ‘Jarehousee Their recent summer production, @ melodrama, pl:=vedto over 1500
gople in ten nights of performmance, although rerdeling was in progress avd it was
ecessary to use canvas for one wall of the auditorium, and to perform on a shaky
tage two feet less in widththan it had beens
Because of repeated questioning, we ould agadn like to erphasigze that all
ongy has been raised for the Building Mund from ILittle Theatre profits, and fo n
ienberships,
TYPES OF [li3.33UIPS:
1, Tlorkirgs ;5,00
2¢ Contributing: 525400 and up
3e Patron: 100 ond up
Lbe Benefactor: (500 and up
211 membersiips of 325,00 and o‘ver include tickets to 3 Little Theatre Plays for
two in a family, At present the Little The-tre is 1 unching a di ve to sell
plaques for their 245 theatre seats ot 510400 eache Unkil t is yearthe YVAA had
no paid employees, but this year have hiredan executive sccret.ry on a pa tetime

asise
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