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Mr. Eagle Seelatsee, chairma- July 29,1954
¥r. Aleg Saluskin, secretsry

Yakima “ribel Council,

Toppenish, "ashington,

Dear Friends®

As you and others know, I have at t imes mentioned that I
am intereated, as a citligzen and newspapermen, iIn encouraging members of
the Yakima 4ribe --8 tribe of over 4,000 members--to reglster and vote.

Plesse understand that this matter has originated soley with me
amd I em perfectly willing to accept any criticism that may attend thereto,

I havemade numerous Iinquiries 1n an attempt to detem ine facts and the
I present,

1-Mr, Harold Purdin, county awiitor, or %aslter Wayne, deputy auditor,
whose duty 1t 1s as el ctlve officers to keep regilstration anc votiag
records and expedite them, wguld be glad at any time , to confer with
& comnitt e from the tribe, *hey would explain fully any questions
that might be asked.

2-They tell me that while there are recistenbion clerks appointed at
verlous convenlent places in cities on the meservation , they would , at
your request, appoint speclsl registr:otion c lerks from the tribve. These
would be available at t he agenecy or throughaut the regervation during
a concentreted period in which publieity to the project would be given,
lerks eare nald by the county 15 cents for each person registered.

3-1 have sacured a llst of the present clerks, which you may wish
30 post at the agency offlce for the benefit of those callé,ng there,
md I am publiclzing It in the paper &s & public service. "ile
realize 1t 1s rather late to meet the deadline for the primeary, there
is the general election , thias fell, to look forward to,.

Of course, to be ellgible for registration an: voting, & peraon must
be of legal age, csupable ofreadingT witih g and speaking the English
language (exception blind person) he other details could be better
explained by those In the auditor's office, and they are most agrecable
to being of service to you,

n event a declsion 1s reached through com:ittee and approvasl of
the “ribal Council to go all out on registration md voting, you may
rest assured of my fullest cooperation , &t t he e xtending of my
own time for speaking etoce. to serve you., #nd of course this Incires
stories in the newspsper, to show what 1s being done, I would also
make sultable ocontacts foryou with the radio stations,

My research Into this matter has brought out the following facts,
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with which you no doubt are femiliar, but which are repeated:
sl regard to the letter recelved from the Secretary of the Interior
May 12th [1938] referring to an oginion by Aoting Solicitor for the
Department of the Interior dated Yanuary 26, 1938.

"In answer to the same, I will say that we have ¢ refully examined
the letters and find that this offlice, 8 ince 1916 has ruled that the
Indiens are entitled to vote, upon the following authorities:

"The Fifteenth “mendment to the Federal Constitution provides:
"1.The right of &d&tizens of the United States to vote shall
not be denied or abridged by the United States, or by any state, on account
of race, color, or previous condition servitude.'

"The aqf of Congress, dated June 2,1924 (Chepter 233 43 Stat, 253
U.8. Code, *itle 8, Sec. 3) provides?

"All Indiens born within the territorial limits of theTUnitaﬁ
States are declared to be citigens of the United States. *he granting
of citizenship to Indlans shall not in any menner affect the right of
any Indlan to tribal or other property,'"

Article VI, Section 2 of the United States Constitution provides:

"This constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall
be made In pursuance thereof, end all treaties made, or which shall be
made, under the authority of the United States, shall be the
supreme law of the land; and the judges in every state shallbe
bound thereby, anvthing ip the constitution or laws of any stste to the
contrary notwlthstending.

We also are of the opinlon that the Washinpgton law whid would
exclude Indimns not taxed from voting is unconstitutionsl. In
other words, it is our oepinion that the Indiang are entitled to vote
regardless of the State s constitutional law. T111s has been the ruling
of this office for several ye:rs agd has been so rule d by the present
attorney gener:l on April 1, 1936, [end quotes]

I feel thaet I may present this letter to the Counc%l because I
have no axes to grind and no politiclens to support. *he man I
support, with mywte, i1s the man who serves the people m d doss the
Job for which he is elected. When he f alls to do so, myv ote goes
to a person in whom Ihave confidence.

My vote is just one, ﬁhs vote of your peopls represents many
ballots. It represents one of the grestest rights the “merican
people possess as compared with limited rights of some foreign
nations.,

While 1t may require years to get this ideas over, that voting 1is
an essential of good government, 1t 1s not too late to stort now,
realizing that the end will be worthwhile.

I am enclosing some printed materisl I obtained throuch the
kindness of the Secretary of State relative to our government, t hat
you may find of interest. He will be glad to provide additional
material covering this and elsction procedures.
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Please feel free to call upon me if I canbe of any service
ghatsoever to you in helping more directly in this importent matter.,
ood government 1s everybody's business, your business as well as minse.

% copy of this letter 1s enclosed in event you seefit to pess it on

to your & torney, Mr, Paul M. Neibell, your friends or e yone you
believe 1s Interested

Thank you for the courtesy of your time In regding this long

letter, Length was necessary, but to me, it 1s an important maetter, end

Itfeverenthy hope you will see 1t the same way. And that on your various

rips you will see that it spreads far and wide in this state and
elsewhere,

Sincerely yours

Ciick Reglander

1212 ¥, 284 ave.

(City Editor: The Ye ima Daily Bepublic)
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Sgate Primary September 14, 1954
State General Election: November 2, 1954

[Deadlins for registering for the primary, August 13 , unless
registration place 1s cdosed on baturday. Books will then reopen for

registration for the Genersl Election, closing about Oct. lst]

REGISTRATION CLERKS AVAILABLF ON RESEFVATION AND IN PROXIMITY THERETO

Toppenish---aletn bennett, city clerk,
Winite Ssan----Ezberg Ward, at store.
Wapatom--->im Mcfulliffe, city clerk.
Harrah--Josephine Steele, city oclerk.
Sunnys ide-Marvin Listoe, at city hall,
Gpgndview--F.D. Gano, at city hall,
Zillah--City Clerk DPaley.

Granger-James N. Bell, at drug store.





