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Abstract (partiml of of aprarent pertinent informetion) Typescript
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not included;

l-4=Regular accounts, Unaqua anc other Oregon egencies,

19-24-Letters and circulars from Dept. to agents,

28-36-Abstracts, vourters, concerniig bills of Yov. Stevens' expressman

at The Dalles.

42-Y0st of biildinz Klamath agency.,

50~Raid by Snakes on "arm Snoring, peorle terrdrized, those there had been
¢ ntented,

53-imumhara Roseburg, rer, confining 4ndiens on reservation.

fef. to “amson, the chief, and trecty with Palmer at “inchester, list

ofpetitioners end reference to war of 1855, conditions then and subsequeht,.
55-nake ralds, 4 Warm Spring Indians killed, 2 Snake chiefs captured,
including "Palanie,"

57-Mix to Nesmith regarding ratification of treaties to numerous L
tribe: '‘neluding Yakima, March 17,1859,

We521859 ) it ron|/danatiRooheater landore ing acircular and schedule for the
purpose of obtaini g the system of relat onship existing among the
tribes of this superintendency (From I, Yorgan) Schedule printed

folows, sets up degree of relationship , in the language, vowcl sounds,
fam ly descent schedule, & quite complete although not ethnologicd ly
correct chart pattern. This cosists of 7 or morepages, questioas

such as in how many tribes is thenation divided, glve the name of

each tribe in Indiaen and Enzlish , marrisges etc. etc,

F m of this neture coverin tYakima reservation wuld be of extreme

value, Form was sent by Lewis H. Morgan of Rochester, Monroe Uo., N.Y.
and if he 1s not on record in Smithsonlan etc, it might be that someone
carrving on ti is work to such an e xtent would have left considerable

mat rial coverinz we t 1 some Rpghester or vicinity repository.

80-House reso/ution re. claime resulting from war in Opregon and

“nnhi ~noton
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No (2)- Search and death of whltes, massacred at headgaters of "Bute"
Creek,
120-125-"e5ard1 g deprddations on "armSprings, letters for help,
Army letters etce *his microcopy extr--ely rich in "arm S8prings raid
letters, sufficient to cover a thorough "'istorical study of tha period,
Snakes, Klamath lake, Modocs, 5,000, 8,0 0, 3,000,
130-135--Statement of articles stolen and destroyed by Snake Inds, in

Reserve, Aug 56,1859,

attack on “arm ®,rings
183 C.u. Mott, lengthy report on claims and conditions pertasining mostly
to Opegon tribes (appears to be very good policy material. ) Al1so relastes
to recom ondations for division of the superintendency; regords claims
against the I.dian Service in Oregon for year ending June £ 30,1858,
amountlng to ?215,092; covers CGrande Ronde, Umpqua, fastern district,

contgins tabular docket of claims (5 double pps.) Audited by Mott

W'th several enclosures.
Unregistered: Selitz expenses, transmittals, letters of etc}

179: Letters from Jackso ville reg. Ind. murderers of Ledford party,



File Microcopies of fecords im the National “rchives t Noe 2
Roll 17

Records of the Qregon Ruperintendency of Indian #ffairs

“Letters *dceived: '

January 3--Yecember 30, 1859

the “ational Archives Washington: 1944

On this roll are micropied the unbound letters received by the Oregon
and "ashington Superindency of Indian #ffairs, January 3,December 30,
1859, The letters are numbered, approximately in order of receipt from
1 to 262, The numbers corresnond to those under wi:ich the letters are
entered in the rr~ister micropied on Ro11 12
«osf pEREXuXar particular registered letter may be most conveniently
clted by year and number as in the following form: Nationsal 4pchives,
Records of the Oregon Superintendency of Indian Affairs, letters
received 1859, no., 22, Unregistered letters may be cited by date as
folladws: National Archives, “scords of the Oregon Superintendency of
Indien Affairs, 1859, unnumbered letler received ,dated may 4.
The Superintendency may be briefly designated as the Oregon SiA,
In strict accuracy all citations for 1859 should refer to the Oregon
and "éshington Superintendency of Indisn Affairs; but as explained in
introduction to “0ll 12, good reasbns seem to exist for ignoring thils

distinction,



Oregon Suptey. Indian Affairs, “oll 17, No., 2 Letter 5

Yanta Rosa, elog 1751855
Lo1., Nesmith, Indian Agent for Oregon South
Dear Sir:
As you are aware of the outbreak of the Indians in Oregon in the fall

of 1855 after they had been treated with by U.S. government and that
they damaged me by destroyin: my property to the amt, of $3867.40
while I was residing on Cow Preek in Pouglass County Oregon,

And that I had a spollation bill proved up before I.N. Smith
nortary public by the followinz witnesses: Carie Minatt and Henry Ruinne
Priced in advance with government prices.

I wish you to write to me and lét me know what has bren done with

the mater,

fespectfully
Elisha C, Bray



Oregon Superintendency of Ilndian Afrfairs, Roll 17, Microco'y 2 Ltr, 12

¥alla #alla W.T. Jan 12, 1859
Col. Nesmith:

Sip: Haying been advised by my friends to inform you of my
business at this nlace and how I have been humbuged by the military
officers at this post. Yome time in Merch, 1855 we obt ined permissi-n
from 8ol., ®teptoe to build and erect a billar: saloon and ten pin alleys
at this place when we lmnediately shipped to this place all the material

necessary to carry onour proposed businezg, owling to the mining excitemat
on north last sum er we were unable to bulld for every person had left

the country. So ti:is last fall we comienced our buildins when we were
ordered to desist any further operations. Consequently I left the

valley 35 hundred dollars looser. On arriving at the DPglles it was
rumored that Walla Walla valley was thrown open to settlement. I immediately
went down and told Genl “arney my situation., He told me to return here

and go on Wwith my proposed bus ‘ness, also toldme hot to am¥x sell
whiskey to an Indian or & soldier if he was drunk. I asked him to give

1t to me in writins when he to'd me 1t was not necessary that orders

Ne, 3 directs the encowragement of settlers in the valley . On such

assurance I sipped to this place about 500 gallons of whiskey on its

L-

arrival here I comenced the sale of 1t to the citizens of this valley
After being open a few hours Major Grier called on me and told me to
give 1t to the suttl r or he would confiscate it., Conféquently I closed
my business and now remain here 1n statu co,

Col. the question now arises among the cltizens of this val Isy has
the suttler of the army (turn over) any richtxkm in violation of
the mllitary and civil law to keep a traln of wagsons constantly on the
road between Yalles and thils place loeded with spirituous
liquors throusgh an {indien country as they say and as you may 8ay also

then use the military reservation as the sole market for sale of the
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above where it can‘'be'obtained: by the whole comrmunity at the
modest prices of from 8 to 12 dollars per callon,

The.fact of it is that this HMajor Urier is interested so much
in the suttler's welfare that he will not tolerate a1y stile of
business that would ‘njure his trade  in the least. Col there are greet
many prlvileges given some of those camp followers that T am informed
that you would w0t dlow 1f under your visar. Such &s tolerating a party
to pack through the Vakema country 200 gd lons of whisky last fall,

Now sir in view of the above facts you will be so zm k ind as to

instruct me in what , should do end o' lige , yours

Pfespectfully
B.F. #cYormack
J

"W.R, Terry

ESERA uawer in Portland told me if Grier, dggth and Allen had any

right to sell liquor I had the same

W, 1.7,



Orezon Supt€y. Indian Affairs, "oll 17, microcopy 2, Letter 13

A

Orfice IndienAgent, Dalles, Jany 17,1859
Sir:

I left here for the Yarm Spring Agency Yec. 12 and returned to this place
on the 15 inst. I had a very cold severe time crossing the mcuntains
but found it pleasant at the reservation.

‘he Indians generslly appear happy and well contented, fhe de r are
quite p¥nkt plenty In the vicinity of the re:erve They have killed
during the fell and winter a larse number hunting keeps them out of
idleness and mischief and the game they kill helps very much to
subsist them, I made them some prese¢nts of flour and clothine the first
of this month, they «#1ll need but 1little wmore unti! sprinc.#hile I was there
all the Indians upon the re erve collected together and at my
re uest held a mneral election which I think 41l recult in much rood,
They elccted one man hed chief of &1 the Indians upon the re ervation,
The man they elected you will probably recolle ct “e was out with !ajor
Haller in the Yak ima country. His name is Cas Killer, “e is a ~ood lr{dian

end glves generul staisfaction. *heir mode of voting was viva voce and
nearly every Indian upon the reserve took pa t. “he chief is elected for
four years, There was two candidates, “ass Killer and ~ark. Cass geller
received about two thirds of dl1 votes,

Everything is going well at the agency/ Pr. Fitch 1s in charge.,
I have two men employed getting out rails and making fence., "hile
at the agency I made a short trip into the Snake country and met about
one huﬁdr d and fifty of the "ah Push Pel band of Snske Indians, they
seemed much pleased to gee me, treated me very kindly and the chief,
We-ah-we-ah and eight of his headmen came to the agency and I made
them a few presents, I think th!s bamd of “nakes would be very glad to

treat with the Govt. for their lands. xhey are almost entirely destitute

of provisions and nearly i ked. neSpectfully A P, Dennison, LndianAgent
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Oregon Syptcye Indian Affairs, Ro11 17, Nicrocopy 2, Letter 15

foice Indian Agent,

Ygalles, Jmy 16,1859
Sir:

Your letter of instructions dated ﬁov. 24,1858 has been re ceived

and carefuly¥yy considered, Ihey will be promptly complied with should cir -
cums tances occur that require me to act .At the time I wrote you for
Instructions there had been many complaints of settlements beins mefe in
the Indian country under General Opder Wo. 3 1ssued by Yeneral “arney.
“ince I received your instructions there has been no complaints owing
no doubt to the cold unfavorable weather. In a coversation with “ol.
Wright comrandinz at Fort Yalles he informed me thatthe order would
be strictly obeyed until it was revoked and that he could not furnish
me any assistance to remo e persons who had or might settle in the
Indlan country. If any morocomplaints are made tome by Ihdlans of
persons gettling upon their lands { shall make a requisition upon

“ol, Wright to have them removed and will inform you of the result,

Respectfully etc,

AP, Dennison, *ndianA gent.

To Genl. J. 7. Wesmith,
Supt. Indian Affairs,



Oreson Supteye Indlan #ffairs, Ho11 17, Microcopy 2, Letter 25

Head ars., De;.wt. of California
San Francisco, Feb, 1,1859
Sipr:
Your letter of “ec. 27,1858 addressed to “rig. Yenl Harney in referenee
to the establishment of é military post near Klamath Lake in Southern
Oremon hes heen b ' im referre  to Brig; Genl, Ylarke,
‘he general directs me to say that &4 the moment of receiving
that l<tter and the resolutios enclosed he was in the act of sending
all his disnosable forces to the “olorado River to sunpress Indian
hostilities; this work accomplished he will takeo all the means 1in his
powsr to give cecurity to the northern -ortion of his Department tomect
the wishes of the citlzens.
I am etc,
Wew, Mackall
to J.. Wesmith, esq,

Supt, Indian Affairs, Oregon and “ashington Territories.
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Oreron Suptcy. Indian Affairs, *oll 17, Microcopy 2, Letter 49

A ) ?

Head Quarters Department of Oregon

Fort Vancouver, W.T., April 13,1859

Sirs
The Genersl comuanding instructs me to inform you in view of your

sending an “ndien agent to Colv:ille as mentioned in vour communicsotion
of the 2nd of Jdovember last, that early in June next two companies cof
infantry w1l bc establ ished in the vicinity of “olville for the protection
of the de ot of the North West boundary “ommission.

Two other companies of Infantry will be w¥th the com 1ssion as  escort
.whtle rinning the boundary line,

The present arrangements of the general anticlpate the withdrawal
of the garrison from Fort Simcoe. *he quarters are good an the
position may be considered suitsble for an agency of your depar tment,

Shouldyou thiak favorably of the proposition the general will cause
the headquarters at Fort Simcoe to be turned over to the agent you may
name to him upon condition they are relinq-ished again to the troops in
case they are requirsed to occupy them again, or to such conditions as
the war department may prescribe.

Your agent can take possession by the 15th ‘of May next at which

time it 1s expedient for the troops to leave.

i am sir, very respectfully

“our ob't servant

A, Plegsanton, Capt. 2nd Pragoons,
#g3gistant ~d jutant,

J. /. Newsmith, esq. Supt., of Indim Affairs, Salem, Oregon.



Ore zon Puptey. Indian #7fairs, Roll 17, Microcopy 2, Letter 54

Headouarters Departm nt of Oregon

Fort Vancouver, W.T., April 18,1859

c

G

Tre general comnand ing instructs me to acknowledge the receipt of your
comnunication of the 15th instant and in reply to inform you that
the commanding officer at Fort Simcoe will be instructed to turn the
builidings at that place over to Indian Agent R.7,., Lansdale by the 15th
day of May next,

& am e'C,

A. Pleasanton “aptain 2nd Dragoons

etc,

J.W. Nesmith, esq,
Supt. of Indian Affairs O and 7.

Salem, Oregon,



Oregon Suptcy. Indlmn Affairs, “$11 17, Microcopy 2, Letter 77
Portland wmay 17,1859
Dear Sir:
“avinr learn d that you hav been appointed {ndtan egent for
Washin ton and Oreron I take this early op ortunity o f solicit!nr sowe
emplo ment under you, I have been farming for the past four years and
leading a very lonely life, having buriecd my wife the filrst year., I have
Juct th's day clos d the eyes of the only inmate of my dwelling, an
orphan haif breed boy who has lived with me since my vwife's decth,s0
that I am anxicus to cot away from such harmful reminiscences, Should
you have it in vo r power to zive me emplo ment T need hardly say it
will be very gratefully accept:-d. I have offered my farm for sale but
there are no nurchasers, Pjease lo tme heor from &ou at this placex at
your ear!lest convenlence, I presume you will be able to recolls ct e
as it hac been some 3 or 4 years since I have seen you, A8 I write
with a severe headache aqd suffering from want of rest this is not a fair
08ppP8 specimen of my writing,.
Yours re pectfully

Jemes McK own



Oregon Suptcye indian Afi:airs, Roll 17, Microcony 2 Letter No. 207,

Head Quarters Yenartment of Oregon
Fort Ysncouver, W,T, October 15,1859
Sir:

Your communication of the 10th instant enclosing one from Indian
Agent Dentison requesting & military guard to be kept at the Warm Spring
Reservation has been rec'd by the “eneral Yommanding.

I am instructed to state in reply the general has been officially :
"~ informed by Captain Wallen that £gent Dennisxon told him he(Denﬂiségé
intended sending out in a few days a party of the rescrvation i,dians on
a foray against the “nakes,
The General com anding believes it was the conduct of Dr, Fitch,
last spring in attacking the Snakes with a party of the reservatlion
Indians that excited the Snakes into the subsequent attack upon the
agency in which both the Indians and the government were reported to
_have suffered severely, A continuation of such conduct at this time by
Agent Dennison will lead ultimately to a border war betwsen the whites and
the indisns and w*1llbe of the greatest detriment to the advancement
prosperity
efid PPOPOOBDY of the & ttlement to the east of the Cascade Mountains,
The general comnanding ls staisfied that a proper course of conduct
on the part of the cmployees of the Indian Pepartment at the Warm “pring
Agency will have a better effect in preserving the peace of the country
than the presence of a small military guard at that point. -¢ therefore
declines according to the recom endatlon of Lgent Dennison t hat a
detachment of troops be permanently retained at his agencye.
1 am etc, A& Ple asanton
cantain 2nd Dragocons
Assist, Adjutant,
Edward R. Gesry, esq.

Superintendent of Indimn #ffairs, Portland, Oregon.



Oregon 'Supteys ' Indian #ffairs, Roll 17, microcopy 2, Ho, 249
[1859, Ho. 248 lhe enclosure mentioned in thls document 1s filed

as No, 9 in 18360]

Head Quarters Pepartment of Oregon

Fort Vancouver, ",T. December 12,1859
Sir:
fhe sneeral commandirg desires me to transmit the enclosed communication

from “Yaptain wallen of the Army agreeably to his wishes,

The i~formation obtained by Captain Wallen concerning the various Indlan
tribes of the lnterior of Operon is extremely interestinz and valuable
but the genersl does not concur with the captain in hls conclusions of
the pr priety of placing thg I dians upon rese vations in the localitles
he describes.

I am sir, very respectfully,
lour obt etc,

A. BpiéaPleasonton
Captain 2nd Dragoons A.Assit. #djutant Genl

Edward R, Geary Esgqg.
Superintendent of ln lan #ffairs

for Oreron and " shington Territory

Portland, Opregén.



Orezon Suptcys Indian Affairs, “©11 17, Micrceo-y 2 Letter 260

g
20 |

Fort ®:mcoe *.T, 15 March, 1859
Year Sir: » ¢ o
I beg to sugest to you the necessity of having an Indian agent in
t is vicinity,

There are in tils and its neighboring valleys upwards of 700
Indiens as destute I am sure as any others in the Territory. They are,

I belleve, all anxious to farm and only weant seeds, 'mplements and some
little instruction.

During the last two years the post has been obliged to supsly them
with larce quanfities of provisions which would not have br ¢n necessary
had theg been furnished with the means of farming,

Poth this spring and l:ust they have had to send to “hite “almon for
seed potatoes etc. at a season when the whole route was covered with
deep snow and when their horses were too poor andweak to pack to advantage.

I am told thet last spring wmany of fhﬁmx their horses died in the
attempts to pack over the route,

I know that this year some of the Indimns who are anxio's to farm are
afraid to risk thelr animals,

If there was a agent -on the s-ot-all ! hese things wonld doubtless
be supnlied in proper season anc a falr distr bution of them would be made
amongst the I dtans/

Respectfully etce
J.J. Archer, Gapnt, 9 infy

bom .d. pOSt-



