1812 R.32nd Ave
D9.4.9.03600 ¢ 564608004

dr& Raymond P, Labasuo, Fev, 16,1935
8 Y“pove 8t.,
Pall fiver, Mass,

Doar 4r. LaCasse:

The Wew York Bailg liews has sent me your address and

forwarded a olipning of a photogreph of “Sbrohem Linooln, which you were

kind enough to Bend that paper in cennection with the picture of the Lincoln
picture published Fev, 6th.

Your interest in aldinz in the sesarch i1s hizhly @ precisted,

gonsiderable research has gone oa for a wmatter of wmonths with nothing
coiclusive, hence the sugrestion that there perhaps exhists, somevhere,
an unoetaelogued photograph,

hose who nave examired the painti g ere well wersed in art, the
knowledge of ert and what the artist has in minds, whether he 48 orecting
or copyinge It would be impossible to ereste a Lincoln,

The photogrph of the picture you gent aroused imr dlate suspicion, becsuse
it is one of the few direct view" pictures of Lincoln elthough it is
perhaps the most famous one ever ma’'e of thet President,

Some books, of feirly resent publicstion date, list it as the ‘lexander
Gardner ph-togra h, made Nov. 15,1863,

Ag an example of voristions, pl-ese look at Life Hagezine, “eb, 14 pg. 82,
You will note this same photoiruph but listed here s mply as Wovember,1863,

The fact of the_matter this partioular picture 1s known as the Gardnere
Rioce photograph. Thewﬁantor, for Harch, 1926, = magszine of very high
standsrd and known acouracy (1t should be aveilable on_file in the resespoh
room of a large library) says taken in 1864, not 1863, On the ,dasy that
Ygneral Yrent received his som ismion a8 Lloutenant General, ‘eb, 22,

1884, he and Prmzideak the Pre ident had their photographs taken, ‘he
photogroph was by “ardneér; the neget ives chen diseo ered , in 1891, had
besome the nroperty of hic sucsessor, M,P, Hice," (Perhapa this dste,1064 was
found in error later, because if you will look through lgtcly published bHooks
on bincoln you will see it there under the date, 1863) Since that was
boside the po'nt in the pilcture at hand, we have gone no further on that
score~=-checking and orcescheckinge-a matter of woezs of work.

I am roetuming the olipping you enclosed, If you will compare it, you
will observe seversl points notsed "y us Quring our extensiv: eomparison
and recearoht

leUoilar and &xm tie appesr et scme anzle end at seme tilt 4n several of
his photooraphs, 80 bthat should be discsrded in this ocomparisom.



e
2-The eyes are moresunken snd there are decided shadows In the ~ardner
picture compared with the painting.

3-the fore=1lip 1s longer in the oil paintingG Note tog the crease on the
nose, very dccided running oross-wise in the “ardner. *his could and would
not have been overlooked by the copist,

4-The beard srowth in the “ardner approaches the lower lip. In the
painting there is a marked area bety en the lower lip and the beard growth.

5-Measure dcross the face. Note that the CGardner is more pesr shaped,
the cheeks sunken, Note that the painting ls more squere.

6-*hen consider that the painting is the work of an above the medium
artist, who would not have mis judged so meny points, remembering that in
the period that this paintling was done, exact copying was the aim of the
artist,

It i3 possible the artist wished to crecate a younger eppesring lincoln,
hut that is doubtful., He had not yet reached the s tature where this would
hav beende:zirsable in the mind of the artist,

I am enclosing @ new paper clipping concerning some additional background
on the painting. “his is from the newapsper on which I e employed.

Not long azo the museum director expressed the hope that someone who
wes familisr with the sectuasl origin of the paintinz, heving seen it
hung someplace In ye rs pest in the area in which it wes faind, would
make himself known. “hat would give us further clues,

Thanks azain for your Interest, end I hope this glves you some énsight
into the care and consideration in which research was undertaken. °y the
sime tocken that after such cere, no assertion w s mede that it was made
from such end such & photograph, it 1s not felt that the sssertion should
be made at this time., I'g afraid it will tske another pPicture with a closer
resemblance, '

Wh‘t.Tcharacter there 1s in the Lincoln photograph you sent! How strong
i1t is! *he very,lines 1n the‘fage, under the eycs, the very depth of the

eyes with t heir patient sadness” are charfecteristies that an artist could
nd overlook, nor could he fail to capture them .

Sincerely

Click Relander





