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GEOGRAPHY

Avea, 1,112,320 acres. Populatien in 1957, 68,6004 :
Assessed valuation of all property for 1958 tax year, $42,661,155.004

The spotlight of national attention has been focused on Benton County since
the lecation of the Hanford atomic energy project here in 1943, Ten years later
NMcNary Dam was completed, which backed up Columbie River waters to form Lake
Wallula and radically changed more than 60 miles of our shoreline geography. 4
more recent development has been activation of the last of a series of irrigation
projects utilizing the water of the Yakima River. KEnown as the Kennewick Highlands
project, water pumped from the Yakima a short distance above Kiona began flowing
in 1957 through the mein canal that crosses the county map .along the base of the
 Horse Heaven Hills-~watering some 19,000 acres on the way-—and discharges. into

the Oolumbia where the hills break to let the great river through Wallula Gape

Benton County lies inside that eastern bend of the Columbia where it swerves
around the hills before finally taking off on its last westward journey to the
Pacific. ' The western boundary of the county runs from a point near where the
river breaks through the Saddle Mountains at Priest Repids due south along the :
line separating Ranges 23 and 2l east to its intersection with the Columbia on the
south. County neighbors on the west are Klickitat and Yekima; on the north, Grant
an the east, Franklin and Walla Wallai and on the south the counties of Morrow and
Umatilla in Oregon. The Yakima River flows from the west across its middle and
empties into the Columbia some ten miles above the point where the Snake ' River
comes in from the east. Two ranges of hills run east and west, the Horse Heaven
south of the Yakima and the Rattlesnake Hills north of it, with the Yakima Ridge
occupying the county's northwest corner. Both the Horse Heaven and Rattlesnake
have extensive plateaus at the top which are important wheat-producing areas. The
Rattlesnake attains a maximum of 3,627 feet, highest elevation in the county.
_Most of the Horse Heaven plateau maintains an elevation of 1600 feet or lesse

McNary Dam holds the normal level of Lake Wallula at 340 feet. Average elevation
~ of the Kennewick area is about 500 feet and of the Prosser area about 650

The growing season varies from 150 to 200 days, with an average of about 170
 days, which means that the first killing frost may be expected during the latter

" part of October and the last during the early part of April. The annual rainfall
in the lower elevations averages between six and seven inches, and in the higher

elevations around nine inches. An average of 200 days of sunshine during the yeé&:
makes for rapid growth where water is available and accounts for the success of .

soft fruits and the specialty crops like mint and asparaguss

The incorporated cities and towns ares Kennewick (pops 13,700), located eas’
of the Yakima on the south shore of the Columbis; West Richland (pops 1,550), ‘
located some half dozen miles up the Yakima from its mouth; Benton City. (pope LA40.
located on the north shore of the Yakima at the county's center; and Prosser (pop-
3,100), the county seat located on the Yakima near the west county line. Richlanc
(ppp. 26,300) was disincorporated vhen taken over as part of the Hanford project,
but its citizens are currently in process of re-incorporating. ~Unincorporated
commmnities ares TFinley, located about eight miles southeast of Kennewickj Kiona
Just south of the Yakima from Benton City; Whitstran some half dozen miles north-
east of Prosser; Vernita in the extreme northwest corner of the county; and
Plymouth and Paterson on the Columbia south of the Horse Heaven Hills. Three
highway bridges span the Columbia River-—two between Kennewick and Pasco and one
between Plymouth and Umatilla, Oregon. TFerry service connects Richland with
Franklin County and Vernita with Grant County.



|
|

THE FIRST INHABITANTS

The pre-historic Indians of Benton County lived on the banks of the Yakime
and Columbig Rivers in villages close to the water, Their houses--usually strung
out in.one long fgtreet'~ewere semi-subterranean, mede by first excavating &
saucer-shaped pit, erecting a framework of poles, covering this with large mats .
of reeds, and then banking up dirt around the ocutside, " A hole was left in the top
and egress was by ladder. A fireplace in the center served for heating and cook-
ing purposes in winter. Outside were the "public! earth and rock ovens where the
entire village might bake clams and f£ish, or roast various edible roots.

Tishing was carried on by means of néts to which were attached two types of
sinkeips_—notched flat pebbles and large girdled stones. Animals, which formed
only a small part of the diet, were hunted with ‘bows ‘and arrows and various traps.
The arrowheads were of basalt, petrified wood, Jasper, chalcedony, and agate.
Dishes might be platters made of‘cattails, various kinds of vagkets, and all sizes
of bowls and platters.of stone, and to a lesser extent of woods Pestals of stone-

were used ag we might use our wooden potato mashers for pounding and grinding sup-
: flower and other seeds..

Amoﬁg their few tools were bone awls and store scrapers, hammeratones.'and

choppers. Probably the most valuable tools were ‘the celts, chisels, or axe-~shaped

instruments of jadite--a crude form of Jjade, which'holds an edge-—-used in hewing

:-out the insides of their log canoes. .~

Stone provided many of their luxuries, too, such as pipes made of steatite,
a variety of talc soft enough to carve. Stone beads were common. Ornaments
might be of stone, the native mussel ghells, and the dentelium shells forwhich

they traded with Coast tribes. ;
When the first white men_yiéited this :egidh the bands living on the lower

Yakime and along the Columbia from Priest Rapids to Wallula Gap were known PY the

general neme of "River People'--the Wanapums and closely related Chamnapums. The

. "Horn" of the Yakima River was a favorité fishing place called Wanawish. The

principal village of the Chamnapums was called Chamna and was located below the

present Richland at the mouth of the Yakima. Tewis and Clark spelled the name of '

''the latter tribe "Chimnapum," and they, called the Wenapums "Sokulks," apparently
having misinterpreted as the tribal name and word "skolkol," & variety of camas

 and one of the trvaditional foed roots. The typical house of the people of this
period was built agbove ground, as described from the following extracts from the

“Lewis and Clark Journals: : _ Wit % e3et ¢

"The nation among which we now are call themselves Sokulks; and.
with them are united a few of another nation, who reside on a western
branch emptying itself into the Columbia and whese name is Chimnapum.
The language of both these nations, of each of which we obtained a
vocabulary, differs but little from each other. In their dress and

¥ general appearance those nations (the Nez Perce), the men wearing & i

£ E - pobe of deer or.antelope skin, under which a few of them have a short -

‘ leathern shirt. Their stature is low, their faces broad, and their _
heade flattened in such a manner that the forehead is in a straight . -

.. 1ine from the nose to the crown of the head; their eyes are of a dirty.

- . sable; their hair, too, is coarse and black, and braided as above withe .- .
out ornmement of any kind. Instead of wearing long leathern shirts de- - -
ocorated with beads and shells, the Sokulk females have no other covering
but a truss or piece of leather tied round the hips and drawn tight .
between the legss The ornaments usually worn by both sexes are large - -
blue or white beads, either pendent from their ears or round the necks, -

—lz—

- river,

wrists, and arms; they have likewise bracelets of bre
. ’ rass, copper
horn, and some trinkets of shells, fish bones, and curi;us ggatiejgf

-The houses of the Sokulks are made of large mats of .
are generally of a square or oblong form, varyfng in 1an§§s?i§é 3?gteen
to sixty feet. and supportéd in the inside by poles or forks about six
feet high. The top is covered with mats, leaving a space of twelve or
fifteen inches the whole length of the house for the pﬁrpose of admit;
ting the light and suffering the smoke to pass through. The roof is
nearly flat, which seems to indicate that rains are not common in this
open country, and the house is not divided into apartments, the fire
being in the middle of the large room and immediately under the hole
in the roof. The rooms are ornamented with their nets, gigs, and
other fishing tackle, as well as the bow for each inhabitant’ and a
1a?ge quiv?r of arrows, which are headed with flint stones. :.. Their
chief subsistence is fish. ... The Sokulks possess but few horses, the
greater part of their labors being performed in canoes, !’ :

The so-called Dreamer religion originatéd with the Wanapums. Alexander Ross

of the Astor expedition in reporting their ritual stressed the term "priest" and

called the rapids at the foot of which their main village was located "Priest

Rapids.™
Ingians.' In consequence they hawe generally been knowp as the Priest Rapids

o THE EARLY EXPLORERS *
It was toward evening of Wednesday, October 16, 1805, vhen the Lewis and

Clark party first came within si ' '
: ; ght of the Columbia River., From their c at the
confluence of the Snake and Columbia——novw Sacajawea State Park—Captain g?irk and

" two of the men on the 17th ascended the Columbia in ‘a small caneé to the large

:ﬁ?::dogiq:;te the mouth of ‘the Tapteil (Yakima) River. At one of the islands

et e~way1$he Indian women had prepared a feast of boiled salmon which

e A on small mats made of cattails, Clark recorded that "the multitudes
s figh are almost inconceivable. He reported also the shooting of a sage

~ grouse vhich measured two and 1 B Wgmepenr ¥ S
‘%ail feathers 13 inches long. a half feet betyeen its-wipg ex?remitles_and had

Sebe :i:::;égﬁzing their camp on the Snake and proceeding down river the party
R e et e.great chief called Yelleppit, a handsome, well-proportioned man
S o gt eight inches high, and thirty-five years of age, with a bold and
Pobid. o ;un enance, " whose band of Walla Walla Indians lived on the southern
Aringe ol what now is Benton County. The white captains presented him with a

_ medal, handk: 18 £ : , :
. medal, handkerchief, and a string of wampum. "He requested us to remain till the

midd 1 ' Fg
iddle of ‘the day in order that all his nation might come and see us, but we ex—

.cuse ; :
used ourselves by telling him that on our return we would spend two or three days

with him,"

. ‘ ) 3
horsesnazh:h:etzrnlgourney the fqllow1ng spring the party traded their canoes for
HEPYF0 “iba y :g and traveled by land up the north bank of the river., The
¥, e e;or%v they,recarded as producing "an abundant supply of low grass
Vit St cellent food for horses." They were fortunate in finding Chief

Ppit at his village opposite the mouth of the Walla Walla River, for they

1 ) : o
- Planned to cross the Columbia here and follow the Indian road up the Walla Walla

vall : ' o - :

valley, gﬁ&éﬁﬁey‘wpuld need the ?elp of his men in getting their horses across the

Highlight of ti, remembering their promise they remained for an Indian celebration.

B P18 viite he occ%sion was the presentation by the chief to Captain Clark of

"o iy orse," in return for which the captain gave him his sword and some
powder. In the evening "about a hundred Chimnapums came to the village

=¥a




and, joining the Wollawollahs who were about the same number, formed themselves in
a circle round our camp and waited very patiently till our-men were disposed to.
dance, vhich they did for about an hour to the tune of the violin. They then -

‘requested to see the Indians dances - With this they complied. The whole assemb-

lage stood up and sang and danced. The exercise was not very violent nor very
gracefuls ..o They stood on the same place and merely jumped up at intervals to -
keep time to the music. ,Some of our men Joined in the dance, to the great satis-

faction of the Indisns."’

Five years later David Thompson, repreésenting the Northwest Fur Company of
Canada, came this way, nosed his canoe ashore at the mouth of the Snake River,
erected a stake, and tied to it a half sheet of paper on vwhich was inscribed,
EKnow hereby that this country is claimed by Great Britain ... and that the North-
west Company of Merchants from Canada ses do hereby intend to erect a factory in
this place for the commerce of the country around. " . e

THE PERIOD OF THE FURTRADERS

Thus hégan,the struggle of the United States and England.' for possession of

 the Oregon country, the strﬁgglevwhi,ch.broug_ht 28 years of joint occupation by

both (1818 .~ 1846). -

 Donald McKenzie of the Northwest Company arrived in 1818 and built old Fort
Walla Walla near the mouth of the Walla Walla River, vhere Wallula now stands.
This became Hudson's Bay Company property when it absorbed the other company in
1821, Tor 34 years the fur-traders from this inland metropolis grazed their stock
in what is now Benton County and cut wild hay -from the meadows along the Yakima
for winter feed. ‘A well-traveled Indian trail extended from Yellepit's village .
northward along the Columbia, crossed the Yakime, and continued on to the north -
of the Rattlesnake Hills and thence to the upper Yakima valley. . This in turn be-
came the pack trail of the Hudson's Bay. Company men in. transporting furs and goods
between Fort Walla Walla and their Fort Nisqually -on Puget Sound. so |

In 1846 President:James Polk, with his slogan of M5l lo or fight" brought an
‘end to joint occupation. Benton County narrowly escaped becoming a part of
British Columbia, for the British had expected the boundary line to run down the
river from the Colville area. However when the treaty was drawn up it established
the 49th parallel as the -boundary all the way to Puget Sound, -and ‘the disputed
area west and north of the Columbia beceme definitely Americane ~-i: o o o

" PIONEERS, AND FRONTIER LIFE

: . Americans now were eager to migrate to the Oregon country, and nearly 5,000
of them ceme over the Oregon Trail the following summer (1847). _VWhile they were
“on the trail a group.of Catholic priests of the Oblate Order visited Yekima valley
and near the close of the summer built a small mission, which they called Ste Ros§

in the area of the riding academy west of the present Richland.

Another arrival that year of 1847 was a brother of Abbie Hanford, mother of
the Hanford brothers who later developed the land now occupied by the Hanford
Atomic Project. The Whitman massacre gccurred in November of that year, and John
Holgate-~this advance agent for the Hanfords--was among the volunteers in the
Cayuse War which fqllo}iléd the massacre. When it ended he went with one of the
Hudson's Bay Company pack trains up the old trail that ran through the present

 Richland and Hanford reservation, crossed the Cascades to Puget Sound, staked the
first lend claim in what now is the city of Seattle, and gent for the Hanfords to
Jjoin hime. : _ ' b d et ORERE AES

- % e
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v ::;1 a:itfss the first train of covered y
e »illoThis was the Longmire party
s’ fer:i'ned thp:rsons. At Fort Walla Walls
oir wagons amd goods across the Columbia ‘whil
. o |

horses swam across
under
YAI14 Welle Toase s __Aﬁthé expert management of Chief Pe..pgutﬁzxf;:;lend gi
-l 2 . '8

0re the wagon train strugsl
o of the 1 f.gglzwing the old triflfd
Following th o5 3 setios 2

e
this descriptions caraven was a band of

Indians, of whom Mr, Loz;gmir,e'has left

the ' .
Sepant ¥ rode along with ;s;*‘fl the tyees or big men being
F e ba-rk. y Dbe ed an ;
" ‘faces, The sm;::ecas‘qu?ws were dressed much tl;e s:m:rezg_clouts' ‘made
- and hung to' the horme Lp o L1 PaPooses done up 1n proper | vith painted
8 of the saddles, where they bobbeg ;’plggéag fashion
, L down in

no easy fashion, esg
B Be eciall
Were most of th; tixlz;e."511y vhen the pomies were in full gallop, ‘as the
i ..-j ‘ i 5 ! y

£ e

:ﬁpropria;ted' $20,000¢
e mountein pass, altho 14d

mire. party b‘élgam: » 8lthough they did send
" wanted to go,

They did have to out their own way

west side cliffs, b wer B 4 b ;

the fpllow;lné sp;in’-glts:ﬁyll;;eacheq Puget Sound Safel;?eigo::gons by rope down the

report Lieut. Arnolg SDbEy eutenant Richard Arnold to finis;n ggi’iiigdz. ?tevens
: : . n his ]

crosses, the ved rves: '"Near the mouth of W

mend- this place Z{l;.syenil: from one to two miles wide anthg;gakima’- here the road -

Columbia, "3 ©.emigrants as a fine recrui tin'g’Place a;::eulrd" part;m,w’, 'ly recom-
, -y I g : S 1T Yo crossing the

gives g colorful ; ing to th '
‘ jot . : € Yo thé upper valley, : ’
et pioture of the times. Having ﬂecideda{;;e]y.eavgi :Ezalcmer of arrival
cov hig’ e .
ered wagon which had brought thehe shipped hig posses'sions-..incﬁdil.‘:;i‘g:y
Trail—up the

"The. Nelsonl r . oy .
. S proceeded - Columhd : '
sons taking turns up the Columbia, mules h
turn P i o itch the i i
hore, ,Thirt ‘mi.'prodd‘ing the slowly movinér Doat' v tched to e scow, father and
Thirty miles up the FiVes the 208% with long poles as it neared the

S
“Wintere : ' s tg the
Yy d in a little cabin which theyy came tg the-mguth_, of the Yakima, where they

“built, "

In 1864 Preside; 5
11road : ent Lincoln signed the g :
Company and authorized: aégr&thsfﬁiidiggo et s Yorthazy Pa1rio

such company of every odd
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numbered -section within a strip forty miles in width on each side of the railroad
right—of-way. It was further stipulated in the terms of the land grant that the .
main line of the railroad should be built through the Yakima Valley. All through -
the seventies hopes ran high and promotion was active. Eager to be near the rail-
road, land seekers filed claims on the even numbered sections along the right—of-
way. Others, with irrigation in mind, chose land on both sides of the Yakima and
~ Columbia rivers. The Craigs, Wrights, and others settled along the Columbia on ..
the northern border of what is now Benton County, using the old military road and .
other routes to get to Yakima City, their nearest trading center. Another group—
which included the McNeills, the Souths, the McAlpines, Dr. Cantonwine, Joe Baxten,
Lockwood, Ben Rosencrantz, Jack Roberts, B. S. Grosscup, the Robinsons, and
others-—-§ located between the Horn and the mouth of the Yakima. The earliest
permanent settler here was Smith Barnum, whose place in 1875 was made a station on
the first mail route running through the valley from Yakima City to Wallula. This
later became the Clements place and was located on the flat between the present

Richland Y and the Yakima. ¢

All of these first settlers were stock raisers, who grazed their herds for
the most part on the public domain and reilroad lands. There were no fences,
ownership being established when the cowboys rounded up the calves and burned the
owner'!s brand into their skins., Nearly everyone built houses from the driftwood
that came down the Columbia during the season of high water. Although food was
chiefly beef, cheese, and milk, the settlers from the beginning diverted water
onto low-lying land, where they planted fruit trees and all kinds of garden crops.

It was at this time that water-vheels came into use. These were great wheels
built on the same principle as those found in Egypt and in the Orient. Equipped
with buckets, they were set in the edge of the river, where the moving current
kept them turning, the buckets filling with water as they went under and, as they
tipped,. spilling it into trenches to be carried by gravity flow to orchards and .
gardens. The discouraging feature about this system was the annual flood, when
logs and other debris carried down by the current was apt to tangle with the water-

wheel with disastrous effect.

This was the period of the second Indian uprising, the first having been that
led by Kamiakin in the fifties. The Nez Perce war had taken place in 1877, The
following spring a little band of hostiles who had been with Joseph made their way
into the White Bluffs area, seething with revenge. TFour cattlemen - a Mr. King,
Jordie Williams, Fred Rolan, and A. Duncan were living at White Bluffs. On the
opposite side of the river lived a young couple by the name of Blanche and Lorenzo.
Perkinse On the morning of July 9, 1878, the Perkins ferried across the river and
started to Yakima City on their horses. They had dismounted to rest at the Rattle-
snake spring, when their lives were suddenly snuffed out by the Indians, who had
reached this point about the same time. Splawn reports that their bodies were
found "in the bottom of a shallow ravine near where the old White Bluffs wagon

road crossed" Cold Creek.

This road probably came into use as an accompaniment of cattle drives. Durw
ing the 60's and 70's it came to be the practice of cattlemen of the upper Yakima
to drive their stock east through the Moxee valley to the Columbia. Sometimes they
took them across the river at White Bluffs and thence around the east end of the
Saddle Mountains on drives to the gold mines of Idaho and Montana. At other times
it was to winter them along the great river from Priest Rapids to the mouth of the
Yekima, Another .cattle trail and early wagon road, the Umatilla trail, -led from
the Columbia at Umatilla rapids just below the present McNary dam across the Horse
Heaven hills and came down on the Yakima near the present town of Prosser. Still

another led north from Prosser, up Spring Creek, and across the Rattlesnake hills,.'

Except for the few military roads laid out.by the army, the first wagon and stage
e
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roads 'wez‘"'e'"simply the Indian trails . which '

- e are nearly always : :
g;oﬁzz:z :ﬁee;‘gads;yb;cause the Indian travois wore two m:Z s:z:f"e:;efgot:hzgetﬁ:de
2 . 4 ;nperce_ptible degrees they became cattle trails ang then wagon

‘County roads were 'authofi‘zed early by :
" ed early by the Legislature whi '
8: ug:ﬂ:itely located and publicly maintained roads that w; lmo::ht:g.aa;tedIth; szsm
stre‘tZﬁ 6181 fﬁ:gz:?t}fo': a"zi.de:lf' ;tgy {.rn 1882, and the first county road wa; a lsihoze'tr:.1 ¢
he north 0l Uhe Yakima near Prosser Falls, : '
ggzsj.‘de;alt\)rle' histor.ftc :l_.nterest.» It was surveyed ¥ Te A Navg:enmanbg:siezgadtisfd
setge: ona;:kr:e nglFrance (k:lng of France under the name Henry I';') and the a‘jz.longe
north through.the Je.a::z.' HS:::tinng ;:tl;nlthe f:hrry e i ga.n :
8§ h Hover ey, ence west past C
across the Horse Heaven hills, and down to Prosser, Ffve mi;.zgt:fsfii ;fi'l a:gt;?na.nd

the long east-west st ~Of g !
VeIl rocd. rertch_' katgday 8 secondary state highway No. 8-E and the .County

At Long Last Comes the Railroad

a ; .
_— ‘Exvg}gyBSsy:a;:ifmm?hg time Goyemor Stevens' sent Tinlkham to investigafa
m’:-lxt:i.xna.:m o EP i val.'eroad‘route, the’ Northern Pacific started construction of its
S Y8 ley. TFrom the bridge under construction across the Columbia
B 4 v uout.isadger valley — where flowed the Yakima before it was 4
e g »F_e Hzrn by th_e uplifting Horse Heaven Hillg ... and came to the
b i e ;,estromc here theyAclolsely followed the south bank through Prosser
e s o .—t - oqstruction camps were located -at Kennewick, Kiona, and
— ami otl_z.e:"c:. sg : lers profited either by working for the railroad or’se'ili
ey thatp:'z uceés Ben Rosencrans had -large numbers of teams pullin theng
- schoolmeg :hetgirt in the road-bed. construction. That theregwere
Erosso shoe] alverfo o Rurily 3 Tiphe s s el ora i o

_ ] b en : :
the dist;'ﬁ_.ct. to ifqrm the "COIygx’pia“ district at Kenn‘ewigllcjpi?i zgit;l;el:::: vreiod

the railroad, The either bo ' :
oo o g theyeve er bought railroad land in the -0dd~numbered sections or
PR N g Inf;ggbgfed sections within the 80-mile ribbon of the Northern
S R hills.the: 1 qu‘qeg‘Kinney, vho is credited with having given the :
In 1883 Gotoos g T name, homesteaded within the confines of the present Prossen
7y iy o am Prosser filed on land at the falls of the river a short
b e Iﬁi.atting & townsite and getting the post office which tock his
o M g theo'ug : railroad land in what today is the center of Richlands and
Kbyt e o theelll:ﬁi doy of:athe railroad company, C. J. Beach, located near 'l’:he '
e A AL ge and platted a townsite, The following graphic pict

ng development has been left to us by Emma. Cobb Warnecke, Prolspsse:r?-:(a

first school teacher, wh 4 2
September, 1885, ¢ ovatrri‘yed at Wallula with }ner sister apd brother-in-law in

"The A gt e ® ; ; :
country, vt;:r;y?lan %old us a great many people were going to the Yakima
Sooorts S g owed an ‘old trail up the Columbia River, passed a

2t near where Kernewick now stands, and stn;.ck the Yakima

‘now &
= l::;l::;.i;.;agecg_'a:::g; hous_e‘.vwi»th a family living in it. Afterward
S thare bt u fewndays.."‘xéoés?r s :homestead: ?.nd phat the family had

The e gist T FAsD 28 ’ :
prioneer teacher filed on a homestead and went back to 'Oregon'to teach g -

winter term of school
ret - ¥
ovened in June, 1884, eturning in time to-take over the ney school there when it
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An account of the Kennewick development has been left by the daughter of C. J.
Beach, who writes: s :

‘ "Trains were not running till late in '84 and everything, including
“mail, was brought from Ainsworth by boat or ferried across the river
and hauled on wagons over sandy roads. That year, '84, the track reached
the site of Yakima, and our camp was replaced by a little railroad town,
now large enough to name. It was desired to name it after Chenoweth, an
early trapper, but as pronounced by the Indians it sounded like Kennewick,

and Kennewick the town was named. A post office was started, the school

district organized with-fiftyufo%% children, and both have been continued

throughout the entire interval."

14 Dt O the-Horse"Heaven'plateau the families of Solomon Webber, Nat Travis,.and
Ho A, Smith settled in 1883; and the following spring Bill Badger and his brother
came and took an active part in getting wheat-raising started. The plateau con-
tinued to fill up through 1884, and in November the Horse Heaven school district
was organized. Action at this time by the Yakima County Superintendent of Schools
renumbered the districts, so that Prosser, which had been district No. 33, became
No. 163 Kennewick, which had been No. 34, became No. 17, and Horse Heaven was
assigned No. 19. The next landmark in Horse Heaven history was the drilling of the

county well at public expense in 1888,

; ~ In 1885 a school was opened in Kiona for the four children of William Neil, the
section foreman. The teacher was Miss Libbie Ketcham, who with her sister Olive
started a grocery store. Came William and Clint Kelso from Walla Walla and laid out
a townsite. Combining romance and business acumen, the Kelso brothers married the
Ketcham sisters, vhereupon the grocery store was expanded into the "Kelso Brothers

General Merchandise'" establishments

Homesteading and wheat-growing in the Rattlesnake elevation is reflected in a
petition headed by Theodore Wright and Charles Carpenter for a road out through
" Spring Creek gap to the summit of the Rattlesnake Hills., This was surveyed by I. A.
‘Nevarre and suthorized by the county commissioners in August, 1886« Early in 1888
the county fathers put their official okay on an eastward road through Moxee valley
" "thence down Rattlesnake Coulee via road known as Priest Rapids road so far as
practicable to Cold Creek, thence easterly to the Columbia River to a point now

chosen for the location of a ferry across said river."

, This was an era of ferries, those at Kennewick and Richland operating until the
Pasco-Kennewick bridge was built in 1922, and those at Hanford, White Bluffs, and
Vernita continuing in use until taken over by the Hanford atomic energy project. A
choice description of an early ferry is given by Helga Travis in her Umatilla Trail.
The early ferry at Wallula was horse—operated, she tells us. It would be "towed
upstream for about a quarter of a mile, then the horse was loaded onto the ferry and
put on a tread. This created power, vhich was helped by a long sweep—oar moving
against the current. On reaching the agaosit side, the horse walked off the ferry

and was ready to start all over again.!
‘Irrigation Gets Under Way

" Reclemation paralleled progress of the railroads. Dr. C. A. Cantonwine was
among the earliest promoters of camnals, and B. S. Grosscup filed the first water
right to bring water from the Horn of the Yakima., In 1890 there was a rush to form
irrigation districts, as indicated in the records of the county commissioners. The
first town of Kennewick had been all but deserted after the boom of construction,
but a second townsite was platted in 1892 under the impetus of irrigation. During

the same year Nelson Rich of Prosser brought- water to the area of Richland. (Canals
o ‘

now ranfrom the Horn on both sides of the Yakima--one to Kennewick and the other to

The South Slope of Horse Heaven

o ] B -+ . MAs early as the 70's settlers :
;g:dzzzginzgztgglum?ii below Wallula Gap, depending entirely oiagisggui::g izg ol
o 80? W 1 the outside vorld. The Mottingers arrived in the 7g's onTh
oot ti thnessed~the arrival of Gus Berrian, saw the Switzlers se;t1 "
wall; R . $ ;terfons at Paterson. During the 90's Dr. Blaloci of Wa11;e
oy g A talock Island--—formerly Long Island-—on which he devel d fa
ty o~_§ome160dp§ople husbanding vinyards and orchards SR o w
1 nspired by the dream of watering the south slow ‘
g}iis&agrgfqzz;saln,l9}7 launched tye Klickitat Irrigation-:£§ ;§§Z§ec§§;::yﬂba;§21
R beu 1a§§2a;bfrom $he Klickitat River eastward the entire 1enéth éf the .
gB0,000'acres WZ; organigzg i;gngzh;ang%:ngg;sgoiszze: e Mevrich o
2 . : 1 ) hemselves f 1
tiééogg;oggéjeétland speculat§on1boom followed, only to deflate wi:; :ﬁ:ogigcgge
T & ‘Wwas not feasible. After a checkered career of 30 years th -
TSGR PRSG wp dte obligations in 1947 and officially closed 1ts-cateor.

The Hanford and White Bluffs Development

th ¥
amznZeihzigu:e. ?ﬁe Hanfords had settled in Seattle during the fifties and were
group which set out to build their own railroad through Snoqualmie Pass

"to r i i
0 reach the Columbia at Priest Ramids and continue to a connection with the

Walla Wall
Tfansnortagizgagogigg;' ?zk::;sczgfzgny.AlThe Seattle and Walla Walla Railroad and
o i o - " -~Ca. S0 as a
a year i : : young man Judge Hanf had
year in this part of the territory teaching school and working for aozgtt1e :ﬁ:?:t

His i
s enthusiasm for this area may have stemmed from that early experience. Be that

as it.m '
Rai1roé§y;ﬁ§h;42iig:?fe:ibought the holdings of the old Seattle and Walla Wallg
vty — - fa.:B on Company and. promised to run a branch line down ;iver
gy werg-n1:tte§n:§§ gounty; Wi?h this prospect the towns of Hanford and
S ? s 11;000 pisiiony eacz?mp ng p-anﬁ was installed to serve two irrigation

Creation of BentonfCOunty A :

: BRI ‘ * - The Northern Pacifi
i s ; ¢ with its large land
szsnort tziigzeézzzzéiin Promoting irrigation projécts'alonggits roufZaZ§dwa:ve its.
g e 1 segtcihgifhizngstproject in the early 90's. Then came thf finan(w

. ) nto bankrupt r i

4 uptecy. Later in t i

gold ?ush and the Spanish. American . Var drained off pbvula:iogat arataskinHaglie

cades. On Jan s

itat between tzerrzié i?6€£eysii§: gounty g?$1carved out of that portion of Klick-
=2 Heaven FHills 3 :

south and a line on the north "running due west fizi :hgof;fcgsoMounta1ns s




The first county commissioners were Carl A, Jensen, W. P. Simms, and J. W.
Carey. They held their first meeting on June 23rd. One of their first acts was to
approve a plat for the town of Hover, filed by Herbert A. and Mata C. Hover. This
was near the landing site of the ferry onerating between Wallula and Benton County.
There was already a school district at Tinley, organized by Yakima County in 1904
and in 1906 another district was established at Hover.

Records of the County Superintendent of Schools begin with the year 1905 and
show school directors for that year as follows: Finley--L. Hedington, C. W. Metz,
and M. A. Cooper; Kemnewick--L. A. Jarnagan, Don F. Cresswell, and W. ¥, Sonderman:
Richland (orgenized in 1889)--Harry Van Horn, E. Timmérmen, and J. V. Randall;
Horse Heaven--A. V. Rydholm, J. C. Andrews, and J. A. Pratt; and Prosser--—A. M.
Campbell, H, W. Fisk, and F. . Nessly. Kennewick teachers were C. Vertras, Mary J.
Greer, Fay Pierce, Eleanor Stair, and H. H. Peter. Richland had two teachers——

A. H. Townshend and Laura Long. Minnie Anderson taught the Horse Heaven school.
Prosser had a staff of thirteen: ¥, C. Ostren, . M. Taylor, Nellie H. Forth, Ada
Philips, Millie Byham, S. C. Yoder, Emma Jacobs, Laura Rogers, Maud Dixon, Gertrude
Elliot, Mabelle Crufutt, Ettie Wise, and lMyrtle Tucker. Three one-room schools had
been organized under Klickitat County to serve the children of families living the
river from Wallula Gap westward.

- The Evolving Transnortation Pattern

River navigation, which was born with the gold
rush of the 60's and flourished for nearly half a century, was now superseded by
rail transportation. The Milwaukee completed its branch line into Benton County in
1915, extending down the west bank of the Columbia to Vernita and then east to White
Bluffs and Hanford. In the meantime the Union Pacific had built from its eastern
Washington extension across the Columbia and up the north side of the Yakima River
to the city of Yakima. This was in 1908, at which time Benton City came into being.
Also the Spokane, Portland, and Seattle--owned jointly by the Great Northern and
Northern Pacific-—extended a line from the Northern Pacific bridge at Kennewick down
the north bank of the Columbia.

Small boats continued to operate on the river for another decade, carrying
mail and passengers. Best known were the Hanford Flyer and the Mountain Gem.
Opening of the Celilo Canal in 1915 gave river navigation a "shot in the arm" by
making barge transportation more practicable. The Kennewick Port District wps
created at that time. John Neuman, the present port district manager, tells us
that: "It consisted of less than a five-square-mile area conincidental with the
city limits of Kennewick and two miles down stream. Property was acquired in the
area now known as the Ivy Street Terminal and a dock and two warehouses were built
by the district to serve as a terminal facility. 'ithin a year several river boats
and towing commanies using narrow beam river steamers were carrying general
commodity cargoes up and down the Columbia River."

However, during the 1920's water navigation was supplanted entirely by rail
transportation and the evolving trucking industry.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Basalt (lava rock) underlies the entire county. This is part of the Columbia
plateau lava province which geologists have estimated to average more than a mile
in thickness. That this estimate may be conservative is indicated by the fact that
the Standard Oil Company in drilling a test well north of Prosser in 1957 abandoned
the project at a depth of 8400 feet (1.62 miles), since they still had not pene-
trated below the basalt. TFollowing and perhaps accompanying the outpouring of lava

- 10 -
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the surface was disturbed by upfolds and downf

1 mnfolds to which 1
general term "Yakima Marginal Folds."3 e principal upfolgﬁ?gggi;;: §ffig o
Heaven Hills, the Rattlesnake Hills, and the Saddle Mountains.

Minerals

One of the more interesting of Benton County!

L ¥'8 undeveloped natural
resources is diamtomite. A 20~foot bed of this mineral near Kionz is considered
:;e of the purest in the state. Analysis shows it to be 86.25 per cent silica with

ie remeinder made up of alumina, iron oxide, lime, and Magnesia. It comes fr;m the

siliceous cells of diatoms found in the inlend sea which once covered this region
and accounts for the white bluffs along the Columbia. Diatomite is commonly used
:s a source.of silica for glass manufacture, in polishes, in filters and insulation
m;z:gélandflzhconsidered to have possibilities for construction blocks. Other

s o € area are certain clays for brick-maki
gravel, end crushed basalt. o By g Mo gl
Soils

Soils range from sandy areas alon :

long the river channels to hea: loams ¢

:gr:rgozizy :iamgzﬂzai?ous are;i The major portion, however, is magz up of 1§:i:?g
1 y loams. tr
g irrigated oy ogen and phosphate fertilizers and generally used
Sage brush and bunchgrass covered the land i
1 when discovered by the whit .
% few cottonwoods and willow trees grew along the river banks, butythe g;e;tesm::ad
etween high and low water brevented any extensive tree growth. ¥

Fish and Wildlife -

===2 ana wildlife
As in all sage brush areas Jack rabbits have always be
g;z:tzs goliogedc$he range of this prey. A rare and interesting biig (1122 :ﬁ:ngzzt.
pi 044 Z iﬁ : n Eark gear the mouth.of the Yakima in 1805) was the native grouse
et iotguszé$;y s::viizetzzsiifngxlm;tely ?hat of a small turkey. Although it ;
11y cads of civilization, a flock of these bi
:220;2521::n2; 1n;reasing in numbers, continue to inhabit the northern frig;; of
oo Yaki~a e plateau. .Great Numbers of ducks and geese populate the shores of
m& and Columbia Rivers, and geese feed regularly in the wheat fields all

winter. Chinese pheasants, many of which have been planted from the state game

farm near Finley, flourish especially well, as do Chukar and Hungarian partridges.

De .
er are often seen north of the Yakima River and are reported to be on the increase.

Following i ; .
and Yakima: 1€ 18 & checklist of the principal geme fish found in the Columbia

Bass

Large mouth

R sous Steelhead (in season)

Blue gill §:§£:Sh ’
Crappie
Perzﬁ Eastern brook
Selmon (in season) gziﬁggwbrown
Blueback ;
Chinook Whitefish
Silver :

Among the scrap fish are
. golden and blue carp, chi 1
chub), blueheads (catfish), shinners, squal, andrgucker:el s o

T




A Checklist of animals includes:

Mouse rasshopper Otter
32252: : ﬁarvestpp Rabbit, cott;on—-tail_1 ”
Coyote house Qalif. blgck—tal_e
Deer, mule Jumping jack rab?%td
Kangaroo rat meadow vhite~taile
Marmot white~footed Raccoon :
Mink Muskrat Rat, Norwegian
Bobcat Otter Skunk, spotted
striped
Squirrel, Wash. ground

A Checklist of Birds includes:

Avocet
Bittern, American
Blackbird, Brewer's
red-winged
_ yellowheaded
Bluebird, Mountain
western

Catbird Chat, long-tailed
Chickadee, black-canped

Coot

Cormorant, double-crested

Cowbird

Crane, Sandhill

Crow Curlew, long-billed

Dove, Mourning
Duck, American Golden-eye
American merganser
hooded merganser
baldpate
Barrows golden-eye
Bufflehead
Canvasback
Gadwall
old squaw
pintail
redhead
ringneck
ruddy
scaup, lesser
mallard
scoter, surf
white-winged
shoveller
teal, blue-winged
cinnamon
green-~winged
wood duck
- Eagle, bald
golden
Finch, cassin's
goldfinch
house finch

Flycatcher, ask throated
Traill's

western

Weasel

Goose, Canada
Great basin
lesser Canada
lesser snow goose
vhite~fronted
Grebe, pied-billed
eared
horned
western
Grosbeak, blackheaded
Grouse, sage
Gull, California
glaucous
ringbilled
Hawk, Coomer!s
duck hawk
groshawk
American rough-legged
ferruginous roughleg
marsh
osprey
prairie falcon
red-tailed
sharpshinned
sparrow
Heron, black-crowned night
great blue
northern green
Hummingbird, Rufous
Jay, California
Kingbird, Arkansas
eastern
Killdeer
Kingfisher, belted
Kinglet, golden-—crowned
ruby-crowned
Lark, meadow
northern horned
Magpie
Mimic thrush, sage thrasher
Night hawk, western

Loon, common

Muthatch, pyemy

white-breasted

v g

h

Oriole, Bullock'!s
Owl, barn
long-eared
screech
shorteeared
Snow pygmy, burrowing
western

Partridge, Chukar
Hungarian

Phalarone, northern
Wilson's

Pheasant, Chinese

Phoebe, Say's

Pinit, American

Poorwgll

Plover, black-bellied

Quail, bob white
Coturnix
valley

Raven

Robin

Sendpiper, western solitary
spotted

Shrike,-loggerhead
northwestern

Snipe, Wilson's

Snowbird (Junco), Oregon

Sparrow, chivning
English
grasshovper
. lark

sage
savannah
vesner
white~crowned

Starling

Swallow, bank
bain-
gllif
purple martin
rough-~winged
tree
violet green

Swan, whistling
Tanager, western

Tern, black
Cas»ian
Forster's

Thrasher, sage

Thrush, hermit
varied

Towee, spotted

Vireo, western warbling
yellowthroated

Vulture, turkey

Varbler, Audubon's
Calaveras
Grinnel's water thrush
Macgillivray!s
- orange-crowned
nyrtle
Townsend s
yelloy
yellow~throated

Texwing, Bohemian
cedar

Yoodpecker, northwest flicker

Wren, canyon
house
long-billed marsh
rock :

Yellowlegs, lesser
areater
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"Sunshine V.

ey of the Pacific Northwest"

e : The most valuable of this region's
natural resources are sunshine and water. The first stockmen, and after them the
orchardists, continually expounded the advantages of these mild sunny winters.
Clarence Hanford, brother of Judge Hanford and founder of Seattle's Lowman and
Henford Store, is reported to have spent most of his time on his large farm in the
Hanford area because of the health-giving sunshine. His foreman-~the late Edmund
Anderson, White Bluffs pioneer--liked to relate stories of Mr. Hanford and his
hobbies of raising sun-loving crops like cotton, tobacco, sugar cene, and peanuts.
The first industrialists were quick to discover the commercial advantages of grape
Juice sweetened only by the natural sugar generated in the grapes by sunshine.
Gradually--as more water from the Columbia and Yekima has combined with sunshine to
increase crop yields, and more people have settled here to get away from cold
winters or to escape fog and overcast skies--the citizens of this valley where the
Yakima and Snake rivers.merge with the Columbia have come to realize that sunshine
is their most important resource.

Water, of course, is used not only for irrigation and domestic purposes, but
for the generating of electricity. Two generating plants are operated on the Yakima
River by the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation, one at Prosser and one at Chandler where
water is pumved to the main canal of the Kennewick project. In addition to the
McNary dam on the south border of the county another Columbia River dem is in process
of construction at Priest Rapids, all feeding electric power into the network of
transmission lines operated by the Bonneville Power Administration., Except for a
small rural ares served by the Rural Electric Administration, Benton County's
distribution comes through a Public Utility District supplied by Bonneville lines.

TODAY'S AGRICULTURE

The Irrigation Experiment Station at Prosser J
Sunshine was responsible for locating

Washington's irrigation experiment station in Benton County. In consideration of
factors like minimum number of sunny days, & south-facing slope warmed by winter
sun and protected from north winds, together with good soil and availability of
irrigation water, a site for this brach of the State College was selected north of
Prosser in 1917. The first field was plowed and water delivered in May, 1919; and
in 1921 the present superintendent, H. P. Singleton, was assigned to the station.
"We were more concerned then with varieties and fertility," says Mr. Singleton.
Since that time the station has grown from 80 to 550 acres, all of which are irrig-
able, Among their notable achievements has been the development of hybrid varieties
of corn that thrive exceedingly well in this region of cool summer nights where it 1

T ——
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wag once thought corn could not be grown successfully. This experimentation accounts
for the fact that the second highest corn yield in the national DeKalb corn-growing
contest for 1957 came from a farm just across the Columbia in Franklin County.

1
The experimental program of today is conducted by several cooperating agencie@ :

The staff members of the Irrigation Experiment Station are members of their respec-
tive departments of the State College of Washington. All projects are planned as
part of a statewide program or, in the case of the U. S. Department of Agriculture
agencies, as a vart of a regional program. Departments of the State College repre-
sented here are Agricultural Engineering, Agronomy (covering field crops and soils),
Animal Science, Entomology, Horticulture, and Plant Pathology. The Station's 1957
report listed 96 investigations currently in progress, covering subjects from i
blology of the alkali bee and insect transmission of bean virus diseases to microbial
activity in irrigated soils and the control of weeds with chemicals. : i

The Role of Irrigation in Today's _Agriculturel4

importence in Benton Couny agriculture of tzéay.
'-1 ot

Irrigation is of paramount
The 1954 census reported that

1500 farms containing 75,000 acres of harvest
ed
type of irrigation is by,rill o i G?Opslwe?e irrigated. The major
On the dryland of the county there are so 00, ¢ By :
me 300,000 acres of 1

;38 othe; small gr?ins. The Chandler ditch project,ié_being dev:1o;:gp;§n% ghea:
- dnew arms in the 14,000 acres of the Kennewich Highlands. Oniy a fourtg n§' h

nd received water in 1957, but all is scheduled- to be covered in 1958. - - of the

The average size farm in the count,
_ county is 401 acres. The total val
g:gg:?t:h:oigmig 1;954 was $15,3772,352, of which $12,432,866 was fromat;:: ;’; :a:?
DS aining $2,944, 486 was: from.the sale of livestock and livestock products

acreag2°m:hgff:?$ m?in field crops under irrigation include, with approximate
United étates- £-°W ng: mint, 3000--aporoximately one-sixth the acreage of the
; hops, 2000; beets, 2100; corn, 3000; potatoes, 3000 asparagus, hay
1 5 ’

—5’ (" & sl - - flos

Fruite Fa,mi‘ng

Fruit production is o 3 1

& o n a large scale, amounti cl

og :hf:ui:: (ghe:r;es, veaches, apricots, prunes, ané plums) zfcou;:ef:: ﬁ;ﬁg? a§r$;°
s ;re s:i$$ chO?e:ggzz.fr:?:rewf:E gggoacres of apples and 200 acres of~g;a:;.
. € 11 3¢ » Wi acres of Concord i
trawberries, black caps, and blackberries are grown on about ff;:ie:c:::ng e

Dairy, Livestock, and Poultry Farming -

Livestock:; d.1‘
field cr and livestock products
e ;z:eigé;ale value in the county. According to the 1952 census ignkfnfft Po
S ;en Eiace the past few years. e following
ng 18 still a minor type of farmi
incre ¥ arming, but the number of i
vl :i;g St;;dily sinc? 1950. Statistics show’about 150 dairymgn g§:f¥ oty o
i e production per cow has increased sharply en milking about
: Tzz::t; on.swine show only three to four thousaﬁawﬁead, AP
41950, Ther;a§;e::::1y_only about half the number of'sheep,réised in'thé-count
tained,  the transiﬁion g:izz :ha:hnO'lo?ger S Large range flocks been mainf
and diffi : : 0 the smaller farm flocks. Dimini
culty in Securing adequate labor account for the chang;Shiﬁin;ugﬁezh:affg
; % large

flocks have been re
placed by cattle. 0 e
of farm flocks are to be oot than;in:§9§g? other hand, there are a greater number

to the irri - Water erosion fo
gated areas, where the - L or the most part is confined
row iexbures, slope depth, and profiles. e perort Lliceted by variations in

new lands for irrigation must - be anticipate

The fact that several irrigation distr

one above the oth icts are established across the slope,

er with, ' “ai ther
out regard for drainage, further complicates the problem of
e W
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The "transmutation" of atoms takes place in a reactor, a hugh bloek

managing these 80,00€ irrigated acres. To facilitate an understanding of the over- of extremely pure graphite as large as a five-story buildi

all problems land-capability surveys are made on air photographs. These capability in thiek conciete and steel shielging‘to'protect erkeri ;?fé ;:ﬁ;giiﬁs

photos, together with information as to safe use, are supplied to the farmers who atomic radiations. -

‘are cooperating with the Soil Conservation Districts, These may include photos of ; e Ty

neighboring lands, since joint action by groups with like problems are called for. Here cylindrieal uranium "slugs", canned in aluminum Jackets, are
inserted inte horizontal tubes which pierce the reactor. There are two

The soil surveys are keyed to the standard soil surveys being made nationally. . kinds of uranium--U-235, which is fissionable (capable of breaking in

: half, giving up neutrons and forming two smaller atoms of other elements)

A list of the soil series thus far recognized in Benton County are as . and U-238, which has the capacity of absorbing neutrons.

follows: , : : ; '
; : The transmutation occurs when ingide the roeactor, neutrons from the
Adkins ) Prosser ' U-235 go flying off at a great rate, thump around in the graphite until
Alderdale : Quincy - they have slowed down a little, and then, if they hit atoms of U~238
Beverly Renslow -~ settle down to become part of new' and heavier atoms. : .
Burbank Ritzville s o ! _
Burke Sagemoor The new. atoms go through some changes, throwing out beta particles
Esquatzel Scootney and: gamma rays in the. process, and finally adjust themselves to the gréater
Hezel : ; Starbuck : internal weight and. become atoms of plutonium——PU-239, ol :
Kennewick Umapine : ' ‘ ; v ' : <ol ] A
Kiona Wamba, ; - When they are removed from the reactor, irradiated slugé are a mixture
Koehler Warden of uranium, plutonium and the lighter-and highly radicactive—elements formed
Pasco Winchester when the U-235 atoms split approximately in half to release neutrons.,
and miscellaneous land types. ; i The mixture is then put through a separations process which'consists
| of extra?ting the plutonium from the uranium and other alements, Unused.
INDUSTRY E : ::2323?'15 reclaimed and highly radioactive lgftovers are stored under-
The Hanford Project ‘ - Throughout the entire B0 Wil

The largest industry of Benton County, of course, is the Hanford Atomic Products remote cozfrol and often beﬁizge:Zicﬁezzigsezgrzziiszga:i:ﬁi3?h§2§: b¥
Operation, which currently employs some 9,000 workers and pays out about $60 million ; _ thick, heavily leaded glass to keep radiation away from people doin :he
annually in salaries and wages. The project is located on a government-—owned reser~f$i work. ey : v .
vation of some 600 square miles bounded for the most part by the Columbia and Yakima g gar e Y :
rivers and the Rattlesnake Hills, The name comes from the town of Hanford and iss , Water is ed through re y * ‘
adjacent irrigation district which were absorbed when the project was launched per minute to Ezﬁﬁy off thghtrezgzgzzsbgeziegzz;:agza?hozizzg:uzfﬁsiii::s
during World War II. There is no longer any town or post office of Hanford, the protect the slugs from cerrosion by the cooling water. These are removed
housing and business offices for the operation being centered in Richland, later as part of the separations process.,

The site in Benton County was selected in 1942 because it was sparsely populated - To control the speed of the process and turn it off and on, "control
and offered plenty of pure cold water and an adequate supply of electric power. In rods" can be inserted or withdrawn through tubes in the feactor;‘to soak
March of 1943 landowners were served with notices that Uncle Sam was about to buy Up varying numbers of neutrons. A number of systems, each independent of
their holdings and they must vacate. At once the E. I, duPont de Nemours Company, ¥ others, have beenereated: to shut down resctors sutomatically in case of
as prime contractor for the U, S, Corps of Army Engineers, Manhattan District, moved | - & man-made or natural disaster such as an earthquake, bombing raid sr a
in to construct and operate the project through the war. Only a tiny handful of key - ‘power fajlure, . T P y ’ :

officials knew what was being made until the first atomic bomb was dropped on

Hiroshima and the secret was revealed. The Kennewick and Fihley Area.

Kennewick!s oldest industry was established in 1907—in the days when the

On September 1, 1946, the General Electric Company replaced duPont as prime "Grape Pestival® was an annual event., It
contractor; and on January 1, 1947, the U, S. Atomic Energy Commission took over featured the natural sugar of its produgt;wa;h::epggzzgg S:iP:nJuizz gﬁ:ﬁiﬁiﬁ :higﬁe
from the Army Engineers, and plutonium manufacture at Hanford becsme a peace~time Welch Grape Juiee Company in recent yearé. Another pioneer ?ndzstr was that o¥
operation. The following is an explanation of the process by General Electric: maﬂufacturing concreté’irrigation pipe. greer & : .

Plutonium is an artificial and radioactive metallic element, & basic Meny small firms have established plants here since the influx of Hanford
ingredient for the atomic bomb and a possible fuel for atomic pover re- i Workers, One hag manufactured building blecks concrete and pumice. Another is
actors of the future, The manufacturing job that goes on behind Hanford ' ‘devoted to iron-working‘and metal-fabrication.. There are a nﬁmber ;f canning and
barricades is based on a process that was considered impossible 20 years food-p rocessing plants, i ; y

ago. Atoms of one element are transformed into atoms of other elements,
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In 1951 the North Pacific Grain Growers erected a concrete grain elevator in
the industrial section of Kenmnewick. It boasts a height of 225 feet, the Smith
Tower in Seattle being the only structure in Washington that is higher. A metal
annex was constructed in 1954 to hold an additional million bushels, bringing the

total storage capacity to nearly four million bushels.

e

The Kennewick Port District, by vote of the people, in 1954 expanded its
boundaries to include all of Benton County south of the Yakima River and east of a
line running from the vicinity of Kiona to Plymouth. It has 49 shoreline miles on
the Columbia, extending seven miles downstream from McNary dam, Within this area it
has set up seven industrial sites or zones with immediate access to both rail and

water transportation.

At the Hedges station on the S. P. & S. southeast of Kennewick a small chemical
plant was built in 1951 by the allied Chemical and Dye Corporation. During 1956 a
plpeline was completed across the county bringing natural gas from the San Juan
Basin of New Mexico. Depending on this as raw material, the Phillips Pacifie
Chemical Company the same year constructed a plant near Finley to manufacture
anhydrous ammonia. This is a fertilizer which is applied to the soil by attaching
a trailer tank to dise plows from which run hose lines to lay the gas under the soil
as it is turned into furrows by the discs. It may be applied also by metering the
ammonia into irrigation water. Another fertilizer is "Nitro-Sul," produced by the
Kerley Chemical Corporation, which is currently erecting a plant near that of the
Phillips Company. A second plant under construction in the same ares is that of the
Gas-Ice Corporation to manufacture liquid carbon dioxide and dry ice.

The Prosser Area

In the western end of the county the processing and packing of
fruits and vegetables is important. Prosser Packers, established in 1949, provide
a seasonal employment for 175 workers in the processing and packing of fresh fruits
and vegetables for quick freezing. Another plant packs dried beans. One of the
older industries is that of making alfalfa meal. Elevan potato warehouses give
employment to about 300 workers during the season in washing, culling, ‘and
sacking this produce. A recent addition to industrial facilities has been the
opening of a stock sales yard at the outskirts of Prosser.

CULTURAL LIFE

Musical and dramatic productions, art exhibits, and hobby shows reveal an
impressive volume of high-class talent throughout Benton County. Several local
artists rank with the best in the Pacific Northwest. Good drama is regularly pro-
duced by the Gay Players of Prosser and the Richland Players. Richland also has a
Light Opera Company that stages two productions annually, and there are several fine
choral groups. The Mid-Columbia Symvhony Orchestra, made up of musicians of both
Benton and Franklin Counties, is now in its thirteenth season. Ballet lovers were
finally successful in persuading the world-famous Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo to
include Kennewick in its annual tour, so that ballet has been a highlight of late

winter offerings since 1956. '

A production of this magnitude is possible here because of the splendid
auditorium of the Kennewick High School, with a seating cavacity of 1450 persons and
exceptionally good acoustical promerties and lighting facilities. Beside this senior
high school the Eenmewick system includes one junior high school, with a second
scheduled for completion by Sevtember, 1958, and’ five elementary schools and a sixth
to be built in 1959. Richland has one senior high and two junior high schools, with
six elementary schools. Prosser has a senior high, Junior high, and two elementary
schools. The Benton City and River View districts have one each, high and elemen-
tary schools, on the eight-four plan. The county still has three rural schools,
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to burn when it was buried by a layer of hot lava. There it lay until little by
little each cell of wood would be replaced by stone, which is petrified wood. Not
infrequently it then would be subjected to the heat of another wave of molten lava,
which might cause it to become clear, and we call it agate. Many of the "rock
hounds" who collect these stones go a step further and lsarn to saw and polish them.
Related to this hobby is that of hunting Indian artifacts, and there are a number of
excellent c°1lections assembled by the devotees of this form of recreation.

Golf enthusiasts play on the 9-hole course of the Lower Valley Country Club ten
; miles west of Prosser. The golf course most used is that of the Tri-City Golf Club
| in Kennewick., Another is located along the Yakima near West Richland. Beginners
find a smaller course in Columbia Park.

An area YMCA and other youth groups are organized to provide many types of
recreation, including arts and crafts, for young people. With churches and schools
cooperating with sponsoring civic organizations, an active program is carried on
throughout the year, culminating with summer camp schedules in the Cascades and in
the Blue Mountains. A youth day camp has been developed in Columbia Park, called

| Camp Kiwanis, with assembly hall, cabins, comfort station, and picnic grounds. This
@ is available to all youth grouvs and is used for day-time pregrams throughout the
i summer, evening campfire gatherings, and overnight camping.

Columbia Park between Kennewick and Richland is under development by the County
Park Board on some 400 acres of land owned by the federal government as part of its
"insulating border" around the lake above McNary Dam. The entire four miles of water
front is devoted to picnic areas. The Kennewick end has a playland and riding
academy, a golf driving range, and a 9-hole "pitch and putt" golf course. The other
end of the park provides facilities for overnight tent camping. The city park system
of Kennewick had its beginning in the town plat made during the early 1900's by the

nationally famous Olmstead firm of landscape architects. Of the present five parks
the largest is Keewaydin near the high school and adjacent to a recreation area
which includes swimming pool and bath house. Prosser has two city parks and a
reacreation area which includes a swimming pool. Richland has followed the laudable
policy of reserving all land bordering the Yokima and Columbia Rivers for park
purnoses, The developed portion includes the original city park on the Columbia
dedicated to the public by Howard Amon when the original town of Richland was
established over fifty years ago.

Since the formation of Wellula Lake boating and water-skiing have become major
recreational activities. Each year the number of boats seems to double that of the
previous year, as do the number of water skiers. Sailboats are popular with many,
who not infrequently may be seen enjoying the water by moonlight. Area residents
and an increasingly large number of visiting tourists find more and more ways to
enjoy the sunshine in this "Sunshine Valley of the Pacific Northwest."
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