Pioneers

EBrnest Woodcock

The estate of the late Ernest Woodcock , ®htanum rancher
and businessman and pioneer of the valley is valued at
$97,920.72 according to the report of the apyraisers, S.M,
Mclee, Yeorge A. Alexander and C.H, Hirnman. Much of the estate
is in ~akima county real estate and it also includes in it a number
of business concerns. The property is to be divided equally between
the widow and the son--The Yakima Paily hevpub.Lic, August 26, 1925,



Pioneers,

Fqrst assessor

E.A. Shannafelt of Bedoddd :edonda beach Calif (eopy)
who 18 here for the pianeer celsbration recalls his f irst
glimpse of the Yakima valley f rom the brow of the Mabtm
hills as the stage coach fran The Dalles, Ope, stopped
briefly while the harses rested,

That was back in 1882 and Shannafelt was tired after his
long journey from Michigan overlamd to ®an Francisco
end then by boat on the Facific and up the Columbia
river to ‘he Dalles,

4t that t ime the valley was sage covered and the roads
duspy and deeply rutted. Shannafelt says. Upon his
arrival &t Yakime City “hannafelt took up a homestead in the
Tampico district, He 1s proud of his title as first
assessor of Yakima countye. Prior to his appointment
to the of fice in 1889 the collection of taxes was in
the hands of the s heriff. Harry Coonse was Shan afelt's
deputy. ‘

Shannafelt, who 18 76 years old, drove here "fram
California. “mong his friends ar e Mrs. NeJ. D':ckaon, frontier
Queen; Richard Strobach, W,L, S teinwge and 4B, Weed-

The Yalima :epubl:lc, Nay 18,1938,



Pioneers-Historical

Judge Whitson

:elegrams received this mornirg by Fred Yarker amd “iss Ruby
Whitsan fram Mps. Edward “hitson at Spokane say that Judge
Edward Yhitson was this morning stricken ivith paralysis . His cond=-
ition is not fully known to his relatives a nd friends here but they
fear that it ls very serious,

Ihe first message received at a little after 8 o'glock stated
that the judge's right side was paralyzed but that he was conscious,
The s cord One"re‘u ched here and an and a half later and stated he
was unconsclous.

Judge Whitson suffered the s troke in his bath room. Ht 1s stated
that he was found there unconscious. Later hre recovered conscio sness.

Judge Whitsan came to Kittitas county from hisho e in
Independence, Ore in 1871 and enipged in the s tock raising business
with his father and brother untll his election as county auditor
in which capacity he served one term.

In 1877 he was elected representative for Yakima county in
the territorial legislature.

He was admiifted to the bar at Yakima Uity in 1878 and locatsd
at Yakima City where hP® he remained untlil 1885 when North Yakima
was f6Pdedd founded. He was one of the prime movers in the
fourding of this city and resided her continuously until hils
appointment a&s United Ptates judge 1008€ for eastern “ashington
by President foossvelt in 1905.

Shortly af ter his admission to the bar he formed a partnership
with the ."ate Senator John . Allen, then of Walla Walle under the
firmname of #llen & Whitsonee {in 1885 Mitchell Yilliam, now
superior judge of King county became associated with him., ”
Arter Giliiam's appointment to the bench fred Parker was admitted
to the f irm,



“nd practice was continued under the firm name of Whitson &
Parker until Judge Whitson:s appointment to the Tnited States
courte.

Judge Whitsonwas intere ted in practically all the. large business
enterpries of North Yakims and owning a great deal of property in
the cilty.

Judge "hitson married Nellie Sateman in “ashington, D.C,
in 1885 anmdl has two children, Clara and Marion, the latter now being
at school in New Yorke

Judge “hitson was not only the leader for many years of the

local bar but he was & leader in all matters and movements

intended to build. up the city and valley in which he had the utmost
falth from the beginning. e organized the rirst National bank

He was one of the original incorp rattrs 60GO0GRE0CEHLEIAAD
inc6fPdARd@EohOand was for a time president of t he preslident

of the institution. He mlso installed the light and water

system here and conducted it foar many years, selling it finally

to R bert E. Strahorn, _

he burdon of this work left him some 13, or 14 years ago
practicdly bankrupt. e hal a vast amount of property hat:
it apparently had no value. He m@©i6Q managed to struggle
along with his burden of debt, refusing to sacrifice property
which he always declared needed but a little time to become
immensely va luable,

“ime justified his opinion. I_a few years he was able to gay
all his debts amd _when he ¢ losed up his business her and left
for bpoka.ne to occupy the bunch he was counted a wealthy man,
Judge Vhitsan was the f irst projector of.an electric
railroad system here, He believed the such a system would D@
meke North Yakima the greatest inland city in the state and on severa

occasions in company with other gentlemen, he had plans worked



3 Judge Whitson

out which gave promise of success but which never materialized,
many people have claimed on account of opposition from unexpected
quarters,

Judge VYhigson, during his years of residence here, was

one of t he most democratic and companlionable of men.

For thgk reasan no man who ever lived in the Yakima country had
mpe frienmds, His legal, political and business interests were so
extensive that he became lnown all over the state and when 1t was
known that & new judicial district was to be created for tga eastern
part of the state 1t was generally admitted,both & home and
in other éarts of tB9dd the state, that he was the man pre-
eminently qualified for the place.

He had no appodfifisadod 6aothd ppp081tion for the appointment
and had the indorsement of practically every well knoqn
man in the state, 3

Jud ¢ "hitson's many friends will hope that he may
recover his health and strength at.an early d ate=-+the Yakima

Republic, Oct 14,1910,

.

Edward -Whitsen, judge :of t he federal distPddd court for
the eastern district of Yashing.on died at his home in Spokane
Saturday evening about 6:30 o'clock.
In 1874 Juydge Ynitson was auditor ofYakima county. In 1876
he was elected a member of the legislture. he was admitted to the
bar in 1878,
e. .08 oOrganized the first bank and wa: 1its preslident for a
time ..000 “ehelped to organize the Commercial clib and was
twice prcsident of t he organization. He was always a :@pﬁl
Hepublican ard for many years regularly attended all the

conventions. #s Yaki a county's represen ative on thefloor of the



flepblican state convention he placed Yesley L. Jones in nomination
for C ngressman in 1898 and regularly thereafter performed
the same duty every two years until the last convention he a ttended
prior to nis appointment, "o waschosen chairman of that bodye )
eeIntlil 1805 ‘when the judge received his appointment on the benchee.
«oHis effor.s t0 build up the Yakima country were tireless,
In 1899 he began to plan to store the water in the lakes at the
head o the Yakima river and brought J.B. Lippincott, the leading 1
irrigation engimeer of the Pacifi:c coast here to make a report on
the projects e had partially arranged to finarce this great scheme
whenthe government took it up on a still more elaborate plan,
Judge “hitson was 58 years old. He was born
in Oregon and was the son of B. ¥ and Eliza Whitson. In 1885
he married Nellie Pateman.
Judge and Mrs., “hitson were far many years active in all
soclal maiters in North Yakims ..
The 4160 etder daughter, Cjara, recently marrield a “pokane
man ard has taken up her home there, jhe younger, Marion,
lives at the f amily home in that clty. ‘he jud; e had cne
brother here, #.5, Wnitson who is among the early settlers.

Mrse Bruce Melroy is his niece.. akima Hepublic, Oct. 14, 1910,
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R.0O. Dunbar

R.0, Dunbar, the well 'nown member from the "leventh district, was
born in Illinois, April 26, 1845, crossed the nlains to Oregon in
1746, was educated in the Willamette uiversity, Studi 4 law
in Olymria with Hon. Flwood Tvans and was admitted to the bar in
1870. H-s been practicing his profe-~sion in the territory ever
since, excenting =zbout a year and a hal® devoted to the rractice of
law in The Dalles, Ore, Hemnved to QOWGendale in Klickitat county
in 1877 where he has resided ever since. In 1883 as ele~ted nrobate
Judge of Klickitat countv and also a member of the territorial
council, Served as a member of the legislature in the counci? in the
session of 1879 and w s chairman of the Judiciary committee and an
~ctive member of other committees. In 1R°2 was elected prosecuting
attornev of the district of Clarve, Skamania,Klickitat, Vakima and
Kittitas counties, wms speaker of the legislature (house) in
the fall of 1fR5, Is in favor of submitting the question ®079Pé of
prohibition and woman suffrage to th people b+ separate amendments. rMr,
“unbar hss been a prominent candidate for congressional honors
before the last three renub’ican te~ itoria’ conventions,
but his failure to secure the nom nation did nbt d;ﬁpen his a=dor for
the repblican partv, as he made an earnes canvass of the
territory for tis successful rival each time,--Yakima Heraild,

North Yakima, Washington ‘erritory, July 18, 18Rq,



rioneers
Walter J. Reed.
Yakima tjistorical--Cle Elum
Roslyn
Hon "alter J. Reed, s tate scnator of OQ8d Yakima and Benton
counties for the past two years and ex mayor of N, rth Yakima died’
MO .dayevening at his home at the head of South Second
gvenue north & ter an illness extending o er a year,

Hmemer of the 63rd regiment Penn. voluntee s...

He came to this section in 1879--located on a soldier's 1
claim in what 1s now t e city of Ilorth Yakima in 1879 anchas since
lived in the valley..

n 1886 before the completion of the 1P railroad (Copy)
he took up the . esent site of (Cle Hlum as a pre-emption
claiplcile moved his famd 1y thew, disco ered and helped devel pe
the coal filelds surrounding Cle Ejum ard “oslyn,
It was throagh his efforts that much of the progre:s of the se two
towns were made.

During adm. of rpesident McKinley he wa appointed register of
U.S. land d'fice andwas recognized as one of the most faithful
and eif't'iciert off'icers.

e wu elected state senata of the district that
includ es Yakima am Benton co nties as now cmstituted, in
1904, defeating A.J. Splawne. Repb@00 Republicam,

During i s term as senator was elected mayor ofllorth Yakima over
H.H, Lombard.

Penator eed was amember of the law firm of Reed & Krutz of
which Ira *, Krutz was junior partner. ..'*he Yakima Herald,

“Dec. 18, 1908,
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Matt Partholet

lMatt iartholet, who came to the Yakima valley 45 years ago and was
a pioneer merchant in Old Town and Yakima died at Olympia friday
night attheage of 66 according to word receiwd here.

Durijg part of his merchanting career the pioneer was
associated p@tin par tnership with Henry Ditter, father of Phil
and Joseph Ditter. For scveral years he was auditor and t regsurer
of Yakima county amd in “1lensburg he served as mayor.

“pout 15 years ago he entered the hotel business in

Seattle. More recently he moved to Olympia where his son, Charles J.
“artholet, is assistant state hudraulic engineer. ihe deceased had
been in i1l health for more than a year.

Apother son, J.C. Bartholet is a civil engineer in Peattle.
Frank Bartholet of Yakima is a bro her and Nrs. Mary “onolly a
sister of the dectased. 1he widow and rine children living on
the ®ound survive. One daughter, Sister Mary Dolorita was in the
Moxee parish la:t year. Phil and Joseph Ditter are cousins of ¥@afo
Matt “artholet andirs. Conolly left Saturday night
for Seattle where the funeral services were to be held.Yakimg

Republic, Jan=-=1925.



Pioneers
John Reed

John “eed, brother of Y“alter J., Reed and one of the pioneers of these
parts died at Cle Elum last Saturday afterncod at 5:30 o'clock from

diabetes,age 45.

Mr. feed had been a sufferer from this disease for t he past elight
years and grew castantly warse until death called. "e was born near
Cambridge, Ohio on Peptember 28, 1858, was educated in Pennsylvanis
State Poldiers' college from which he graduated at the age of
17 when he ente rd the employment of Negly & Co., coal operators as
bookkeeper, remaining with them 10 years.

He miprated to Red Biuff (¢al. where he engaged in the lumber
business,manufacturing and In the spring of 1878 arrived In
the Yakima valley where he re.sided until 1892 when he moved with his
family to Cie Ejum,

He was one of the men who blazed the trail and made Yakima valley
a garden spot. He was & member of the city council of North Yakima
six years and mayar oi°' the city in 1893,

He was the f Irst se retary of tls state falr commission, being
appolnted & member of the bard by Gov. McYraw and held the
position fiw years. He was chairman of the Republican county
committee in 1892 when bnivelsr and McGraw were candicates
for gowsrnor. He wés elected a councilman of Cle ¥lum last Yecember,

Yakime Herald, August 12, 1903,
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Mrs. eorge H, Watt

A;ong older residents of Yaki a has the news of the death of M.s.
George H. Watt on Tuesday, July 23, caused sSOrrow.

Mr., and lMrs., J.P. Mattoon, the parents of M s, Watt, removed to Yakira
froem Clackamas county, Ore.,, thirty one years 2go when the decesred, then
little A _nie Mattoon, was but four years old. They settled ‘n the Parker
Bottom di trict where they 1ived for a number of years and then moved %o
Yakira,

Miss Mattoon was a very apt scholar ané comnleted her education and
socn given a position of teacher of a district school, Her
se vices werc in ready demand and she taught in the schools of
Parker Bottom, Natcheez, Wenas, Kittitas, Yokima city and several terms
in the schools of N_rth Yakima.

In “une, 1893, she married George H. Watt, a teacher in
the publie schools who was subsequently made a member of the faculty of
the state agricultural college at Pullman where Mr, and
Mrs. Watt went to abide, They arrived from Pullman on the 3rd
Had the deceaced 1ived until the fourth of October, she would have been 36y

yesrs of sge--Yakimq Herald, July 25, 1895,



John W. Goodwin

John W. Goodwin of Yakima, one of the pioneers closely associated
with the history of the Yakima valley since his a rival in the
Cowiche in 1867, died at 11:30 last night at the home of his son at 516
South Seventh street at the age of 80. ’

He was among those whose visision of what the val_. ey might become
was vi dicated.

Goodwin came west with his parents in a wagon train and wa: on of the
few who proved up on his presemption claim on a tract on Parker bottom
nea Donald on which he lived till last October, a period of over half
a century. In the early days all supplies had to be freighted
from the Dallea as there were no railroads through the valley.

Besides being a stockman Goodwiﬁ was used to the hammer and forge as
part of his work and furing the time of the Indian troubles made the shackles
with which Chi: £ Moses was bound.

For two years he served asldeputy sheriff in this county but his
chief occupation was that of farming. e demonstrated that a comfortable
living could be made on a 160 apgre ranch without speculation or taking
gambling chiances .

In 2all of his 1life he had no quarrels with anyone and his word
was accepted as good whereever he went.

He 1s survived by his wife, Catherin Goodwin , who moved with him

to Yakima a few months ago; two sons, A.E. Goodwin of D _nald and C.0.
Goodwin of Yakimaj; and two daughters, Mrs. Lulu Bytts and Mrs. A.B.
Wilcox of Yakima.

Mr., Woodwin is the pioneer Washingtonian. He came to the state in an ox
wagon in 1849 and has made his home in Washingon since that time , a
period of 74 yeérs. No other pioneer of the state can equal that record
of conti uous residence, his son believes.

Mr. Goodwin was a farmer all his life. It is thought tlmt he is the



he is the only one of the pioneers who settled on a place and rmained
on it through such vicissitudes as the great frost of 1881 and the
hard times of '98 and&07, and retained the original property clear of
indebtedness for his declining years.
He was a man with a great capacity for devel oping friendships and
was the most popular resident of his cohmunity ]
Funeral services will be held from the Sfaw—Husto n chapel

at 10:30 on Saturday morning--Yakima Daily hepublic January 3, 1924,
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Mrs, Virgnda Longmire

Mrse Virinda Longmire, aged 82 years,widow of James Longmire

dled in North Yakima MOnday almost 4 peme &t the home of her daughter,

Mpse Talatha Kandle, 113 South Seventh streete. Mrse lLongmire
. was & member of the first party of white people who ever passed
through th$ valley and was probably the last lady surving of that
original train,

In Peptuember ami Uctober 1863 she and l®r husband together with
155 others , th® wagon train consisting of thirty-five = wggons
pas ed tihr ough this valley, up through the Wenss and over tle Naches
to Lnogmire “prings in fhurston county where Mrs, Longmire ami her
husband made their home. later he son, “avid Longmire returned
to this valley and made hishome on the property in the Venas
where the party had camped on ites way through. He has been a resident
here for forty years and one after the other ,..¢lines duplica ted)

Mrse. Longmire and her husband started f rom Indiana andwere
8ix months in makingthe tx;ip throwgh to Thurstm.cmnil.y. ‘hey and
the others with them were the f irst party tocross the
range nath of “he Dalies all their predecessors having gone by way of
the Columbiar¥ er. Other menbers of the party were George -
Himes, now secre tary of the Oregon Historical “ociety and
also of the Oregon Pioneers dss ciation and Mp. Cilstrap of Tacoma of
the Washington Historica l societye These two gentlement with Lieox-ge
Longmire whom they frequently visit, a couple of yaars ago
went over the old route and hope s ome dey to makr it with
monuments ¢

To Mpe &ni Mrs, Longmire belons thehonor of having founded in
Washington & family which now numbers over 160 members and which

18 larger than that of any other famlly of the pioneers in " ashington



¥ y.l%k

or Oregon with ons Oregon exception/

James Longmire, who had seyved several times in the territorial
legislature and who h ad held varioas county o ices in Lhurston county
died in August, 1897 and Mrs. Longmire for the past eleven months
tad been In fakina visliting various of her children who Live here, *he
was in i1l health when sh® came send hr deathr esulted fram the
physical weakness of old age.

The children who survive her are Elcaine Longmire, who lives at Long-
mire springs; Pavid of "'akima; Mrs, Talatha Kendle of this city; Mras,
Laura Longmire of ®equim; John Longmire and lps. Melissa Rice

of Yelm; Hobert who is sheriff of Plerce county and Frank of Tacama
and Yeorge an@0 of Yakima. ‘wo children are dead. Mrs. Longmire

was & menber of the Christian church and 2 r body will be bur ied at
Yelm alngside that of her husbanda ccording to the rites of the churche
Yakim Herald, ebruary 14, 1912.
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Mvstery

Judge I.H. Brooks of Yakima City died on Saturdsy, Arril 18,
The immediate cause of death was blood noisoning and recently
his mind had given away.
The judge was an old resident of this countv, a resident of New

He wae a man of much ability &

York and came to this county 20 years ago,
and occupied the office of vrobate judge previous to the incumbency of
S.0. Morford.,

Some months ago he sold his ranch for $3,800 but neither the
proceeds of the sale nor anv panrers relating to his affairs can be
found.

It is believed that during his mental derangement he cunn ngly
| bnried or otherwise secreted them,

Lhe judge was 74 years of age and had no relatives in this cruntrv,

Yakima Herald, April 23, 1891,

Ab Sunderland, who was a resident of Yakima in early days and who
run cattle over this country from &71 to &RW spent several days in
this city last week, greeting old friends.

Mr. Sunderland is now a resident of the Willamette valley, where
he has large rossesslions and is accounted a rich man. He left on Sunday
with Nick McCoy for a trip through the Okanogan country, Yakima
Herald, May 7, 1891,
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Who the First Settlers were That Peopled Central Washi gton

In the early days of the six*+ies and later, Degcon Elisha
Tanner, one of nature's noblemen, made wafon excursions driving also
bands of cattle out into the prolific grass fields of Camas
prairie, and made expeditions over into the Ahtanum,

Noah Crapman was also one of trose soon to enter the charming
country, and George Gilmer, a Virginian, who had been moch connected
with government work as teamster at The Dalles, made his home on
pine flat where is now a postoffice bearing his name. There was but
i tle cattle ranging in the Klickitat of Yakima until sfter the |
Indians were g:ithered upon the Yakima agency when Father Wilbur was
appointed agent. Soon thereafter large bands of cattle began to
run and multinly,.

Beniamin Snines of The Dalles and F.H. Allen, now of Warth Yakima
were among the cattle kings of those endle s bunch grass fields with
an eve to permanent occupancy was Filden M. Thorp, a Missourian , who
came to Oregon in 1844 and was adventerous even beyond the average of
his countrymen, who were daring as Goths,

Like Sol Enrick at Celilo, he petrified the Hudson Bay people
by safely shooting the Cascades in a canoce. In 1958 he was
at the site of Gnddendale and in 18641 made a home in the uninhabited
Moxee valley, Life here was eventful by rez on of constant struggles
single handed with untamed nature and or account of occasional threats
of Indians of whom 0ld Smohallaah, the arch vrophet, was chief,

But with that pecularity firm fibre, thaet males up the pif spinal
colum of the frontiersman. he overawed the Indians and outweathered
the storms,

His son, Leonard Fﬂ Thorp, who bore fullv as bold & part, lives in

opulenc & three riles from North Vakima. In 1856 George ™. Goodwin of



I1linois’ 1located in com anv with *is parents, the claim now lies

et -

between the two Yakimas, Sor=stes:

being the first settlement in

the vicinity., Tis father's house w s the first in o1ld Yakima,

and the grave of ris mother, who died in the Decemher following
settlement, was the first in the cemetery of the cityv., Ur, Goodwin,
whn is a 1ive man, may as truly as anv one be named the founder of

Yakima--Oregonian , July, 1R%0,
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Tanner ) _
Mrs. Lucy Burnev died at her home in the Ahtanum valley

Feb. 18th, loyz or la grippe and old age.

Mrs. Tanner was born in Warren, Conn., Oct. 25, 1812, her maiden
name being Carier.

She was married to Elish Tanner in 1835 and immediately after
journeyed to Illinois where they made their home for 15 years. '

Catc ing tne western Iever LlEy CLusstu uiis Pl iils by VA
vodw, arrivin  au foresu Grove, Oregon, in 1891 (copy) After

speuuiny another L5 y3ars in and about that place they removed
to Washington and in '70 were among the first settlers of the
Ahtanuu vaiieye.

MIe &ilu 1PSe +&ilnci woide paliiiolls sctad)y e Ul Diicda waavualil
and pioneers of the highest type. ‘hey carried the C, ristian principles
and C ristian institutions with them wherever thgy went. They
moved to Illinois when the foundation of churches and colleges wer
being laid and Mr. Tanner's brother becaue presiuent oL Illinois
college. Mr. and Mrs. Tanner, while at Forest Grove, rendered
accetptgble aia to tne C lgregational courcil, uie Tualatin
academy & d the Pacific universiuvy.

On coming to the Yakima country twenty-two years ago they
immediately started a Sunday school in their own house and three years
after were the leaders in the organization of the.Ahtanum Congregational
church, being thus the prime movers in the organization of the

first Sunday school and the first Protestant church in central

Washington.



Mr. Tanner was drowned some 10 or 12 years ago while trying to ford
the Yakima river at the point where the Nelson bridge now stands.
It was Sunday and Mr. and Mrs. Tanner were trying to cross

the swift stream for the purpose of attending church. The
horses became entangled in thetLharness and Mr. Tanner wasswept
away, his wife narrowl& escaped the same fate,

The dece 'sed leaves two children, Mrs. G.W. Caréy of S5 _okane
and Mps. S.T. Vivian of the Ahtanum, who will mourn the loss of a
kind and gentle mother and a noble Christian woman--Yakima

Herald, February 25, 1892.





