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PROLOGUE : idyseum and iistorical #ssocig ion]

At this hour, on this day, in this grove of oak trees, 100 years after
soldiers of the linth Infantry commenced building Fort Simcoe, we also
remember that the Hev. James Harvey Yilbur also ceme here and was dedicated
to another form of building,.

This 1s 227 yecrs after Methodism waes born in Burope, 190 years after
it originated in this nation [at ¥New York]; 188 years after the first
Hethodist preachers came to that city, 110 years after the fev. James H.
Wilbur sailed westwardly and 96 years after he was appointed a teacher
among the fed 4den of the Yakima Valley.

Now we can see the visiblse results of his labors In the churches
throughout the lNgorthwest, the sch ols, farming com unitlies and 1in the
homes. His work endures., “e feel, but do not see, the invisible
accoplishments,

Some things, with the fore-ight given him by God, ¥he Rev. James wu,
Wilbur saw iIn his mind, B'ut with his human eyes ﬁe saw these very
buildings under the very same oak trees, These buildings were his home,
and the people who frequented tliem durins the agency era were his peo le,

The man who for more than 18 years in his com unications sirned
h uself "Your Obedient “ervant,James H.Wllbur”,indian “gent," was
first and last the obedient servant of his Greator, the self-same
Cre tor of the Indisn *ribes and Bands brought onto the reservation

by the Treaty of 1855

T
In his 76 years bet .ecn birth near the village of Lowville, In New

York 8tate, September 11,1811, and h's death, Uctober 8,1887 at

Walla Wolla, Yather Wilbur as the Indians called him evaluated the

most important things 1in his eventful life,
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¥irst, there was hils marriazs to Lucretia Ann Stebbi1s, sarchi 9,
1831. Then there was ﬁis trip to the west in 1846-47, e & finally his
aprointment In 1880 as teacher emong the Indians.

Father “ilbur was 29 years old when he became an exhorter and two
years la‘er was licensed as a Methodist mi-lster,

On Sentember 27,1846, Dishop Elijah Hedding notified him that he
had been app inted to the Oreron HMission.,

"Never before did I see the time when I needed so mich wisdom as now,"
he wrote 1n a Jjoirnal at the commencement of his long sea voyage.

“hile he was waiting for the ship to sail from New York, he attended
eight missionary meetinigs 1in Jew Jersey and raised $l,000 for missionary
WOork,.

"How fast we are being borne away from the land of our ch 1ldhood.®0
we are going to launch forever soon upon the ocean of eternity. 0, how
im-ortant thaet we are fully ready for that voyage. e have family
prayer mornins and evening. The heaven is asbove us and the ocean benesth
us and Yod all around,."

In his joarnal, April 6, he wrote: "I had a good time today with the
cook at the galley reading and explaining one of “esley's sermons,

"A Yall to Backsliders,

"This ninth day of April is MNrs, Wilbur's birthdey, 35 years old. Ve
have been married 15 years and one month today. Of what a change 15
years .ill make with me sho-1d I live; then I will be 50 years old. How
true it is that man's life 1s a hand's breadth md his days as nothing.

"Last night I dresmed a dream which I consider was designed to
strengthen my faith and make me strong in the cause of God. I dresmed
I went into a large blacksmith shop to get some work done and 1t was
necessary for me to blow at the bellrws, Coal in great abundance was
thrown upon the fire and I commenced to work the bellows and after

working a long time without seeing one spark of fire I began to
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complaih to the master of the shop for ke ping me at the tiresome work
to no profit and when he smilingly s+id 'you do not see all the fire
the work 1s going on though you canrot explain how! and at that moment
pulled out a very large bsr of iron that was heated throuch its entilre
length and breadth . This I look upon as necessary for me at this time
when it seems I am blowing the gospel truth and little or no holy fire
can be seen," |

On April 24,1847, the sailinp bark reached the port of San Francisco
after a five-month voyage, It was a journey that comrvenced wlth
seasickness which made him too ill for prraching; a Woyage beset by
storms, or at times when the ship was becalmed. He spent his time
reading Steward's journals to the Sendwich Islands, learning to mend shoes,
making churns and carpentry tools, wrote poetry or was closeted In
prayer, searching his heart and soulfor strength to face the future.

On May 16th he "“formed sn organization in “an Francisco which he
described as a Sabbath School of 26 scholars, the first school that was
ever est:blished of this kind in all Cal ifornia,"”

On June 24th the sailing bark raised anchor in gaker's Bay and two
hours later reached Port Astoris, which he wrote was "a small place having
only 13 buildings, five dwelling houses, one cooperate, one store house
for salmon with some other 1little buildings, a good place manifestly for
building & town. Here is one Indlan Lodge mhere about 18 Indlans live
withlittle on save a shirt or blanket.”

The next day he continued upstream sdd wasmet by"Brother Abernethy"
[Georze Abernethy, first governor of Oreconf.

George Gray, superintendent of the Oregon Mission , was a former
presiding elder of the Bilack River conference which the Rey. “1lbur
had served in New York. Only 13 years before, Jgson Lee, the pioneer

Methodist, established the mission a few miles north of Salem.
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He-resched the area that was to bscome the locale of his missionary
ende vors and on June 27th "a Sabbath, seven monthsim to the day since we
came aboard this vessel. various have been the scenes through which we
have passed in the long voyage now about to terminate. ig¢ have of all
person8 most reason to live and please Him who safely conducted and upheld
us while upon the bosom of the deep. To Gog belonzs praise and devoub
thanksgiving and we 1ift our hesrts and voices to Him to whom we have
given curselves in a covenant never to be forgotten.®

Father Wilbur first lived at Oreson City and then set out thro:gp
the Yamhill snd “lackamas regions, preaching,his first contacts with
the wild interior.

Ly Yecember he was still traveling throughout Opegon Institute's
area, visitin- seven or more families a day snd holding meetings in
t e settlements, And it was December 11, s arting to "my esppointment
at Butte, 25 miles down the Willamette to attend to my Sabbath work,
“on the way I was met by a sr. Herring who told me news had been received
at the ‘alls that Dr, Whitman, wife and others had beenmmurdered by the
indisns about 10 deys before."
-On -January -16 he made his final entry in thejournal: "I think I am
gaining ground."”
The Oregon Conference was estsblished to serve the territory made
up of Oregon, Washington, Idsho and & portion of Montana.
Vhen theColumbia River district was established in August, 1859, Father
Wilbur was named the presiding elder, This dstrict was enlarged
to inclid e Walla Walla esnd extended from the Rocky Mountains on the east
to the John Day River an the west and northward to Canada, embracing
the Indlan tribes and bands with wnich he was soon to be brought into
close association, i
The first Methodist Episcopal Crurch was organized at Yalla vWalla

in Bctober s 1859 with 30 members. # year later the Walla Walla
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Circutt became the Walla Walla District-and Father Wilbur was assigned
to thm care ggrthe Indians at Fort Simcoe Indian fgency.

-Perhaps his defeat for a seat in the ‘nited “tates Senate and the
dcath of his only dauthter, #nn a Year after she married the Rev.
S.T, Michael Fackler, first Episcopal clergyman in the Oregon country, may
have influenced him into entering the Yakima Country.

“nen Father ¥ilbur first came to Fort Simcos the military had
left and the Yakima Rese;vation had b en created. But 1in the smoke-tinged
days of fall when the flickers chattered in the oask trees which the
Indians celled "sonips” the women still met to gather acorns which they
called "watwatche,” ‘
Dr., R:chard Hyatt kungdaix Lansdale had r ceived xkm Fort Simcoe fromr
the Uinth Infantry on “ay 16,1859. Dr. Lansdale was relieved by wesley
B. Gesnell in 1861 and he in turn waes replaced by Charles Hutchins,
Ashley A, Bancroft, brother of the noted historian was appcinted agent
oa Hay 14,1861 end was relieved by Father Wilbur who was appointed
agent June 7, 1864 after having served as a tcacher,

In his own words:

- "I was appointed superintendent of teachingz Deptember 1,1860 snd
in June, 1864, acent. Immediately on going to the agenfy in the fsll of
1860 I began to prepare for opening & boarding school. There was no
provision for the subsistence of the children, I pledzeq the department
1f t ey could feed the children for a time until the wild steers could
be made oxen and the children coild be tamed to drive them, and seed
planted and sowed and time given to it to come to maturity, the school
would ralseenough for its own subsistence,

"I ‘mmediately gathered in the larger boys and comzenced my
instruction in yoking the cat tle, hitching them to the plow and with
my wild team and wild boys began making crooked furrows on the land

chosen for a school farm. I needed and had a boy or two at every ox
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in the team and t'en it was diff cult to keep them in an area of 80
acres.,

"fhe-iﬂstructions in the school house began in Tovember with 25
children . The children were taken from the camps of their parents in
great destitut ion,not having clothes enough to cover their nakedness. lirs.

Wilbur instructed the girls to sew, 8»in, knit, to cut and make dresses
and clothing for the boys."

His intercession for the rizhts of the Indians =md his determination
to inaugurate tesching , placed him at odds with the early acents and
his dischear ge wsas ofdered. Thereupon he addressed a letter , October 12,
1861, to B.F, Kendall, superintendent of Indian Affairs stating:

"I beceived yours of the 10th contasining my discher ge as superintendent
of teaching, I was appointeg to this fileld of labor by the Opegon
annualeconference of the Methodist Church., 18 it permissible for me to
remain here without expense to thd4 department?®

Reglief wasnot immediately forthcominz, but eventually Agent ?ancroft
was diacharged and Father “ilbur was eppointed agent. He set to work
to gain the confidence of a disillusioned people. le found that the
Indlans had trwen 1ssued an ity goods at exhorbitant prices and had been
paid in work vouchers differing from twenty-five to fifty-cents on the
dollar,

- Wilbur-was a large man who at that t ime wore sideburns and weighed
nesrly 300 pounds. He ias six feet two inches tall and feared nmklk no
one but Yod,

He struck at gambling end drinking with eflfect. hg was his ownlaw
officer, arfesting those who stole from the wiites and r-quiring
them to restore the goods two-fold and to s;end a season as convicts,
wearin< & ball and chain. ‘n that manncr the area east of the agency

was cleared,
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In his first year 8&s apent four of nis préomisins students were
licensed to exhort to their people :to flee the wrath to come, and
lay hold of eternal 1ife."”

By 1867 he was impressing upon the Inhdilan Department that his co viction
that the Plow and the Binvle and their companion 1 fluences were more
nelpful toward securing & permanent pence "than & thousend soddiers
and their glistenins sabers and thelr prancing steeda,"

He demonstrated his convictions personally by putting three large ox
teams to work plowins new land, Each plow turned one to two and one-half
acres of sagebrush daily. ‘he Indiens were hired to drive the oxen
and hold the plow so it wuld bite deep into the soil,.

The plowmen went from place to plece to do their work, camping at
night . Yhey developed their homes with the money earned. “hen Father
wilbur went out from the ageacy to work should er to shoulder with the
Indians he rode a big mule called “alico,

A water-operated saw mill to turn cut lumber, end a grist mill to
grind out flour were at work on Mill and Simcoe creeks. The saw m1ll
cut pine logs into bosrds from which to build two small churches, one
at “hite Swan seven miles distant.

Finally when he was overwhelmed by the incressing duties of agent,
preacher end tescher, he proposed that the tribe eclect a leader to
ass’st him and they selected Joe Stwire or “nief White Bwan, m  early
eonvert and the brother of the Rev. “eorce waters. The latter studied
at the Jason Lee 41 sionary School ad wasordained in 1871, The tev,
Waters was a teacher at the boarding schovel and the short-lived Paiute
School.

Later the Rev, Waters decided to oca ry his religion into ihm Idsho
and built a churech at the mouth of the “learwater River, five miles

from Lapwai,
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Hy beceme an eX er in the church at Moscow but returned to the
Yakime Reservation and wes ekcted chie f in 1910, & position he held
until he diled in 1923,

Chief Yhite “wen was & portly man with a lar~e head and massive square
Jaws, end by his own words at preaching missions, was addicted to lume=
the Uhinook jargon word for rum, in eerlier 1ife,

"My own eyes were blind and it weas night in my soul. Then came the
missionaries, Mr, Perkins end the others,and then Yr, Wilbur, 1 put away
my wild ways. I am happy now.",

His wife was named “usen, Sne was a good housekecper and cooke

Vihen the peonle wanted %m & church built at “hite “wan around 187374
they went to “ilbur snd he agreed to build 1t if they would "elp, ¥hite
San lived near the 4ite chosen, the present city of "hite Swan, Lumber
was cubt at the agency mill and hauled eight or nlne ﬁiles. The church
was fiiished but & terrific wind came up, It blew :so strong it overturned
burz4es cauzht out on theroad. ‘he next morning the indtans went to
father Yilbur and with tears in tieir eves said they hxdéx storm had blown
over the church, It was inspected and found that the ezat ead had slipped.
from the foundstion three feet so they set to work and got it resdy

by 3aturday.

On Sunday people came from all directions, some in white man's clothes
and some in breecholouts and blankets. Stick Joe was the interpreter,

There was the dedication snd then a speaking meoting with many teking
part, They told of changes to the new way,of cutting their hair and
forsaking the old ways, ;

-“nother preacher mmx in those years was the “ev. *homas Pearne. ie was
named for the man who at one time was editor of the Pacific Christian

Advocate and who was & pioneer Opeson minister,
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Father Wilbur's first annual report as agent, written July 22,1865,
tells that the reservation farm had sixty acres plante  to wheat, thirty
to oats, two to peas, four to potatoes, four to corn, one to turnips,
and half en acre to beets, carrots, onions and garden vegetables,

‘William Yright was sue rintendent of instruction and the Hev, w.C.
Chattin and ¥ps, xzx, Wilbur were teachers , Mr, Chattin confined his
labors to the school room from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m, with an hour's intermiss ion,
Here the ch’ldren were taught to spell, recd write ad given instructions
in geogrephy and erithmetic. Mrs “ilbur instructed the girls in knitting,
sewing , cutting and making their dresses and the clothes for the boys;
in eddition she taught the Indien women to knit, spin, s'w, cut and make
clothing for themselve: and families,

"The Indians have, I judge, neer two thc s and acres fenced and 1,000
to 1,200 acres in crops," Agent Wilbur reported."We broke them at
least 150 acres of new wheat lsst sring,

"We preach to them every “sbbath and have from one to 8ix hundred in
our congreration , They have their prayer meetings during the week in
the dif’ereat neighborhoods,"”

The averesge number of students attending the school was 29, fhe gchool
roll 1included “aniel Boone, C,H. Halex, I.I. Stevens , Oliver Lewis,
Techmseh Yahotowit, Christopher Columbus, Henry Yiay, Wil1em Penn,

David Price, Assulis Lumley, Ben Grant, Abe Lincoln, Ambrose Enoas,
Joseph Enees, Mark,Paul, Luke, Hampton, “hemill, Kate licKay, Jenny
Lind, Ursula Lumley, Bella Wilber, Ellen Crant, Marie mcéay, Maria
Yahotowit, “1izabeth Spencer, Zozene Fness, ¥mx and Mary Ann and they
ranged from eight yesrs oldup to 21, -

The policy of the Bible and the Plow wra upset in 1869 wheﬁ the
military returned to brief control over reservat’ons, immax t, James

fle Smith was placed in charge and Father “ilbur returned to Oregon but

pursued rsappointment so he could continue an unfinished work,
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{ven he returned as sgent, Jemuary 1,1871 and wro'eg
"Every interest,material and moral was wanling. Employees were _paid

for services long before reaching the reservation and with the Influence
they exerted 1in dancing, swearing, drinking and card playing, the
interests of the reservat on were rapidly declining,"”

"The first condition of improvement in the outside menner of life of
my people 1s the Improvement of the heart, Here is the place to begln
the work of reform., If I fail to give moral characéer to an Indlan, I can
give him nothing thet does hdm permenent good. If I een succecd in giving
him morgl character, so that he is no mo'e a liar, a thief, a drunkard,
a profane person, 8 polygamlst or s gambler but a man of Integrity,
industry, sobriety and purdty , then he no longerneeds the gifts of
government or the chardties of anybody. He becomes a man like any other
man and can tske care of himself. X

Father Wilbur's doctrines were upheld by high officials who contended

that the agent had “fully demonstrited the truth of the generally doubted
problem among eastern people=--the capabllity of Indisns for permanent
civilization and Ghristienipation.“
.- One wrote that"Father "ilbur had virtually adopted 3,000 Indians who
looked upon the "ilburs as fether and mother." |
. By then he was 60 years old and w.s characterized as "a kind governor,
a wise kagiglator, just judge, stern sheriff, b usy worker and good
instructor in all physicsl,morsl and religious dutlies; everywhere and
at all times an earnest, practical warking man, profitebly employing
every h ur snd clviliging and improving those around him,"

in those years as always he contlnually defended the reservagion
against encroachment end when white settlere inthe Yakima Valley
desired to occupy the land, he wrote:"A class of irresponsible whites
are anxious to have a war that the treaty might be broken and the land of

the reservation opened for white settlement,”



11

In 1872 he "romembered that the trenty with the Yakima fndians
will in a few years -xpire when 1t will be expected of them that they
will be capeble of taking care of themselves, We are educating these
young meéen in our shops to make harness, build houses, work in the mills
and on the ferms sc as to male them capable of every department of
business of taking care of the selves, 'e have alresdy young men who
are capable of bu'!iding houses, making boots, shoes, mekins harness,
doingl“ood work in the blacksmith shop and are good helpers about the
mills,”

In 1874 he wrotet"With good subsistence, with cattle,horses and the
comforts of civiiizéd 1life, the government needs no soldlers to koep
quiet., These improvements with proper instruction and wholesome exemples
will keep them the white men's friend as long as the soon and moon endure,"

By 1878 fa*ming had grown to where 15,000 acres of land were fenced
and 5,000 were under cultivation, Within four years Indim workers built
30 miles of post nd board fences, 1‘l'xen,r owned 3,500 head of cattle and
ebout 17,000 head of horses, Many .were living In zood houses, painted
oitside, with furniture, chairs, tables, bedspreads, cookstoves,
mirrors, clocks, watches, crockery, the newspaper and the Bible., There
wore barns, wagons, harness, plows and the lxproved machirery of
fermings The women had sewing machines, ‘he practice of rationing had
been .discontinued,

*rrization ditches were beginning to convey water to Indian lands,

"I have no affinity, he wrote,”for the cus tom now practiced in many
of the agenciles of thi; nation of feeding the Indians in 1idleness
and prepsrins them when their tresties run out to fight the whites
and get & new treaty; and thus, from yeer to year and generation to

generation to be a tax upon the Industry of the vhites,"
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Thick books could be written about the various aspects of the
Wilbur's tenure, It would talte one mlone to tell the full story of the
Snake or Paiute i1nd1ans on the Yek! e Peservation and thelir leader,

Sarsh Wi nnemucca,

Five hundred and forty three of them were deliverod, unceremoniously
and without notice into Father ¥ilbur's keeping on Feb. 2,1879. *hat was
i; the dead of winter,

They were brought from the Mahleur in Oregon by “apt. "inters after
the Pannock War, The agent tackled the situation as he did the innumerable
emergencles,

He en-aged eight Indian men with teams to go to the stcam saw mill
for lumher to built a shelter, and put others to work bullding a

150 foot 1long structure to house the Paiutes during the winter. They
were moved from nesr foppenish to 8 location six miles from the apencye.

Sareh Winnemucca who came In with the soldliers as an Interpreter
was retained as an interpreter and teacher . ¥ith the arrival ofl
spring Rev, Wiltur directed: the people towaréd rehabilitation by showihg
them:- how to plow and plant, build an irrigation ditch and make other
prepa ations for their own welfare. They were dlsgruntled , however, and

stole away to Oregon in large and small groups. Some were pursued
and returned but fi ally were permitted to go back to heir homes
in Oregon and *daho. Sarah Winnemucce embarked on a nation-wide
crusading tour for "justice for the Paiutes,” that ended in her
death,Broken and disillusioned,

Fatner #1lbur had many friendships, One wes thet with “apt.
“athan Olney of ¥he Dalles, carly-day Oregon incian agent. Olney
settled north of the reservation after the unsettled mmr per lod

and vhen he died was buried by Fether Wilbur to the east of the agency.

There the Olney family has placed a monument to mark the grave.
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Qne of the strengest frleddshins, howcver, was that existlng between
the a-ent and Chief Moses of the Kawachkins,

Father Wilbur maintai-ed a staunch friendship vwi th ihm Moses,
crotecting him during the period of unessiness in 1878 when the Jeg Perce
under younp Chief Joseph , were compelled to war, an. the settlers
feared that Hoses would join in an alliance,

fhe messacre of H¥r, and Hryg, Alongo Perkine at Rattlemnake 3pr1ngs
in the Moxee Valley by renegade Indians who were not from the Yakima
Reservat on cast a cloud of suspicion on “hif Moses amd eventually
resulted in his arrest. Put Father Wilbur balled Moses out of jail at
old Ydc ime City end stood by him at trlal there thet resulted in the
gequittal of Moses, Father Wilbur took Moses to Fort Simcoe and he wes
later permitted by General 0,0,Howard to 7o to “ashington where he
acguired a reservation ed joining the Yslville Reserve on the uest,
althourh the Yakims agent wanted him to settle on the Yak<ima Reserve.

When Father ¥ lbur bailed Chief Moses out of Bail on $300 bond he
wrote:

"I am keeping Chief Moses . The whites swear they will ic!1ll him
1f he is perrilted to return to his former home. The shoriff and two
other men came from Lalc ima City with a warrant to take ioses and others
of his mene I m¢& Moses locked ups The rubble would have killed him,"

¥on Yakima City was but a dot on the map of the new territory of
Washington, the 71 yesr old 1dol of many reservation people retired,

He disliked ceremony, som on August 15,1882, he went upstairs
in the bls house where the blue coated comwendants had lived and where
his tall desk was located. There he wrote his last amual report,

He went to Uoldendale for a time and then to ¥alla ¥slla, There
Mrg, ¥ilbur died on September 13,1887 whenshe was fxx 76 and he died

shortly afterwards.
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They were burled close to the old mission at “alem, Orsgon, but
there unbullt monument was et Fort “imcoe.

in nis 17th endual and finsl report, written Aug, 15,1882, Hather Wilbur
estimated there 3,400 Yakimas and ant icipsted a harvest of 42,000
bushels of whent and 8,500 bf berley. The school was attended by 120
boys end girls and some were t urned away becsuse there were no places
for them,

"I am aware, = he wrote" thet m comwon sentiment is that the Indians
are a doomed ra;e and can never exlist in the presence of civilization,
“1th this 1 have always taken direct issue, I have always believed in
the manhood and cepacity of the Indisn , and contended for the
pc 21bility of 1lifting him to & high state of civilization,

"For more than twenty years,with eninterval of only 16 months, I

have resided continuously at thisagency. 3

or nesarly elighteen of those
years I have-been agent here., I have seen the little boys who were brought
to me raz:ed snd f’lthy, vho lhave washed eand clothed with my own
hands, who I have taught end guided, =zrow into men, I have married
them and baptized their ch'ldren, I have enxiously watc ed them through
2ll these years and rejoiced as I saw them grow up useful end respocted,
firmly fixed in moral and religious truth, the hope and support of
their peo@le. |

"But I feel that my work is now done here, and other hands must
take up the burden I have borne so long, ‘hey will not find it so heavy
as I have found it,

“If the foundations that I have fixed with so muchanxiety and labor

shell remain--if the seed which I have sown throuch all these years
shall cont inue to prow, end spresd, and bear fruit, I feel that my

labors havc not been in vain,”



15

H.X. Hines, former editor of the Facific Shnristian  Advocate who

delivered a memorial sermon at the funeral of Father Wilbur at
the ?aylor Streot “hurch,Portland, Yctoner 30, 1897, said:

"His plece wes unique; and perhaps it might be sald there was
place for but one Fatner Wilbur in our work. He was a history and a
work that cen never be repeated, nor even imitiated on this coast. He
was essentlally and by nature & pioneser,

"A mark of a great mind 1is the renewal of effort at such
succeading "ailure end so 1t wes with men of his type,although they met
with difficulties and oftentimes failled Lo accomplish results desired,

each failure quickened their ambition to a higher and hetter effort,
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A love of the old days and ways ané a high e:teem of those who lived
here and labored for a cause, havs brought ﬁa to Fort Simcoe today,

The impassable years lle between us and the past, “hat was written
by father “ilbur in arency letters and reports is now history. Father
Wilbur's 2ible was history , too. @imgm Jesus of Yazareth ¢id things
that were recorded by historians like *“athew, lark, Lﬁke and Jonn, ilave
you ever stoped to think vhere Christianity would be today had not
the history of that period been recorded?

Now on the slopes and bunchgrsss covered hillse surrounding Fort
Simcoe we can visualize the cattle and horse herds rraging,. We can close
our eyes and listen, hearing the shouts of the iIndian cowboys. On the
ridres we osn seo them passing to and from the place that was dear to
them and which by this prcservation farever be preserved for them
and their neighbors, :

Under these oaks we hear the shouts of boys and girls who grew to
manhood and womanhood, possessing the rudiments of an education and
armed with a religlon to withstand the inroads of an all-enghlfing
way of life that threatens to ovorrun the ir reservation unless we
stand by them in the exmmple set by their agent, James H. Wilbur,

‘The cowpuncher m d cattleman, the goldseeker,railroad builder and
landstaker and irricationist peopled their world as they grew old,
were succeeded by their children and their children's ch ldren and
other arents and superintendents .

Today a1l that is past moves m-ainst the great backdrop of the
Simcoe Valley to the east, the eternal slopes of Mt. Adams to the

Wlest, *opnenish Ridre on the south and “vtanum Ridge to the north,
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Thede-places EEK 8ti1l echo ko the shcuts and laughter-that ceme-
al ive through our poor efforts on tiis centennigal of the bu!l ding of
01 Fort Simeoe. Arising through our reconstruction, they g ive richness
to our lives,

Ay1 the shouts end whispers and the whine of dry wagon axels are dust
except those things that rise through the work of those who have gone

beforee
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4t this hour, on this day, 1n this grove of osk trees, 100 years sfter
soldiers of the Tinth Infantry commenced buillding Yort Simcoe, we also
remember that the Rev. James larvey “iibur also ceme here and was dedioated
to another form of building,.

This is 227 yeors after Methodisé wes born in hurope, 190 years after
it originated in this nation [at New York]; 188 years after the first
Hethodist preachers came to that city, 110 yesrs after the Rev. James H,
“ilbur sailed westwardly and 96 yearsa after he was appointed e teacher
among the Hed ¥en of the Yakima Valley,
| Now we can see the visible results of his labors in the churches

throughout the Horthwest, the sch ols, farming com unities and in the

homes, His work endures. “e feol, but do not see, "he invisible
accoplishments,

Some things, with the fore 1ght given him by God, ¥he Rav. James i1,
@ilbur saw in his mind, But with h's human eyes he saw these very
buildings under the very same oak trees, ‘hese buildings were his home,
and the people who frequented tliem during the agency era were his peo le,

The man who for more than 18 years in his com unications signed
h'mself "Your Obedient “ervant, James H.Wilbur”,lndian,ﬁgent," was
first and last the obedient servait of his creator, the self-same
Cre tor- of the Indian *ribes and Bands brought onto the reservation

by the Treaty of 1855

® o4 4
In his 76 years bet.ecn birth near the villace of Lowville, in lew
York 8tate, September 11,1811, and h s death, October 8,1387 at
Walla Wella, Yather wilbur as the Indiens called him ovaluated the

most Iimportant things in his eventful 1life,



First, there was his marrisge to Lucretia Ann Stebbins, “arch 9,
1831. Then there was his trip to the west in 1846-47, md finally his
aprointment In 1860 as teacher among the Indians,

Father “ilbur was 29 years o0ld when he became an exhorter and two
years la'er was licensed as a Mgthodist m! lster.

On Sentember 27,1846, Pishop Elijeh Hedding notified him that he
had been app inted to the Oreron Mission,

"Never before did I see the time when I needed so mich wisdom as now,"
he wrote in a jornal st the commencement of his long sea voyage.

“hile he was waiting for the ship to sail from New York, he attended
elght missionary meetinigs in New Jersey and raised %1,000 for missionary
work, |

"How fast we are being borne away from the land of our ch ldhood.So
we are golng to launch forever soon upon the ocean of eternity. 0, how
im ortant that we are fully ready for that voyage. "e have family
prayer morainc and eveinge The heaven is above us and the ocean benesth
us and Yod all around,"

In his journal, April 6, he wrote: "I had a good time today with the
cook at the galley resding snd explainlﬁg one of “esley'a sermons,

"A “all to Backsliders,

"This ninth dey of April is Hrs., “ilbur's birthday, 35 yoars old, wWe
have been married 15 years and one month todey. Of what a change 15
years w11l make with me sho-1d I 1ive; then I will be 5O years old., How
true i$ is that man's 1ife 1s a hand's breadth md his days as nothing,

"Last night I dreamed a dream which I consider was designed to
strengthen my falith and make me atrons in the cause of God, I dresmed
I went into a large blacksmith shop to get some work done and it was
necessary for me to blow at the bellrws, Coal 1in great sbundence was
thrown upon the fire end I commenced to work the bellows and aflter

working a long time without seeing one spark of fire I began to
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complain o the master of the shop for ke ping me at the tiresome work
to no profit and when he smilingly 8-1¢ 'you do not see all the fire
the work is going on though you cenrot explain how! and at that moment
pulled out a very large bar of iron thst was heated through its entire
length end breadth , This I look upon as necessary for me at this time
when it seems I am blowing the gospel truth end little or no holy fire
can be seen,"

On April 24,1847, the sailinp bark reached the port of ®an Francisco
after a five-month voyage, It was a journey that comenced with
sessickness which made him too i1l for prraching; a Woyage beset by
storms, or at times when the ship was becalmed. He spent ':is time
reading Speward's jJournals to the Sandwich Islands, learning to mend shoes,
making churns and carpentry tools, wrote poetry or wes closeted in
prayer, scarching his heart and soulfor strength to face the future.

On ¥ay 16th he "formed en orgemization in “an PFrancisco which he
de.cribed as a “abbath School of 26 scholers, the first sch-ol that was
ever estublished of this kind in all Cdl ifornia,”

On Jﬁne 24th the sailing bark raised anchor in Baker's Bay and two
hours later reached Port Astorie, which he wrote was "a small place having
only 13 buildings, five dwelling houses, one cooperate, one store house
for salmon with some other little buildings, a good place manifestly for
bullding & town. Here is one Indlan Lodge where about 18 Indians 1live
withlittle on save a shirt or blanket.®

The next day he continued upstream cdd wasmet by"Brother Abernethy"
[Georze Abernethy, first governor of Oreronf,

George Gray, superintendent of the Oregon Mission , was a former
presiding elder of the: Black River Conference which the fev, “ilbur
had served in Wew York. Only 13 yeuars before, Jason Lee, the plonecr

Methodist, established the mission & few miles north of Salem.
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He pesched the area that was to become the locale of his missionary
ende vors and on June 27th "a Ssbbath, seven monthsim to the day since we
came abosrd this vessel, v&rious have been the scenes through wh!ch we
nave passed in the long voyage now abut to terminate. ‘e have of all
persons most reason to live and plesse Him who safely conducted and upheld
us while upon the bosom of the drep., ToO Goa belonzs praise and devout
thanksgiving and we 1ift our hearts and voices to Him to whom we have
given ~urselves in a covenant never to be forgotten.”

Pather Wilbur first lived at Oreson City end then set out thro gh
the Yamhill end Vlackamas regions, preaching,his first contacts with
the wild interior.
By Yecember he was still truveling throughout Oregon Institute's
area, visiting seven or more familles a day and holding meetings in
t e settlements, And it was December 11, 8 arting to "my eppointment
at Butte, 25 miles down the liillamette to attend to my Sabbath work,
on the way I was met by a +r, Herring who told me news lsd been received
at the Yalls that Dr, Whitmen, wife and others had beenmmurdered by the
indians about 10 days before,"
On January 16 he made nis fincl entry in thejournel? "I think I am
gaining ground,”
The Oregon Conference was estcblished to serve the territory made
up of Oregon, Washington, Idsho and & rortion of Hontana.
When theColumbia River district was established in #,gust, 1859, Fasther
Wglbur wes named the presiding elder., This istrict was enlsrged
to incléd e Walla Walla snd extended from the Rocky Mountains on the east
to the John Dey River on the west and northward to “aneda, embracing
the Indimn tribes and bands with winich he was soon to be brought into
cloge associatlion,
The first Methodist Eniscopsl Church was organized st "allas Walla

in 8ctober s 1859 with 30 members. # year later the Walla Walla
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Circult becams the Jalla wWalls District and Father W:!lbur wes assigned
to tka care igrtho Indians at “ort vimcoe Indian Agencye.

Perhaps his defcat for a seat in the mnited “tates Senate and the
d-ath of his only daurthter, #nn a year after she married the Rev,
S.?, wHichael Fackler, first Episcopel clergyman in the Oregon country, may
have influenced him into entering the Yakima Country.

“hen Father ¥1lbur first came to Fort Simcoe the military had
left end the Yakime Ressrvation had b en crested, But in the smoke-tinged
days of fall when the flickers chattered in the ocak trecs which the
Indians called "sonips" the women still met to gather scorns which they
called "watwatche,"
Dr, Richard Hyatt XmmatdeXx Lensdale had r ceived xkm Fort Simooe from
the ;inth Infantry on 1"Iay 16,1859, Dr, Lansdale was relieved by *esley
B. Gosnell in 1861 end he in turn wes replaced by Charles Hutchins.
ashley £, Bancroft, brother of the noted historian was eppointed apgent
on Hey 14,1861 and was relieved by Father Wilbur who was appointed

agent June 7, 1864 after having served as a tracher,

In his own words:

15,1860 =urd
in June, 1864, azent. Imnediately on going to the agenfy in the fsll of

"I was appointed g

1860 I begen to prepare for opening a boarding school. There was no
provision for the subsistence of the children. I pledged the department
1f t ey could feed the children for a time until the wild steers could
be made oxen and the children coild be tamed to drive them, and seed
planted and sowed and time given to it to come to maturity, the school
would raiseenouch for its owmn subsistence,

"I 'mmediately cathered in the larger boys and com:enced my
instruction in yoking the cat tle, hitching them to the plow end w'th
my wild team and wild boys began making crooked furrows on the land

chosen for a school ferm. I needed and had a boy'or two at every ox
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in the team and then 1t was diff cult to keep them in en area of 80
acres,

"The instructions in the school houss began in Wovember with 25
children . The children were taken from the camps of their parents in
grest destitut lon,not having clothes enough to cover their nakedness., birs,

Wilbur instructed the girls to sew, snin, knit, to cut and make dresses
and clothing for the boys,"

His intercession for the ri:hts of the Indiens end his determination
to Inaugurate terching , placed him et odds with the esrly arents and
his dischear ge wss ordered, Thereupon he addressed a letter , October 12,
1861, to B.F¥, Kendall, superintendent of Indien Affai:s stating:

"I heceived yours of the 10th contasining my dlscher ge as superintendent
of teaching, I was appointed to this field of labor by the Opegon
annualconference of the Methodist Church. I8 it.permissible for me to
remain here without expense to thdd¢ department?"

Reliof wasnot imnediately forthcomins, but eventually Agent ?anoroft
was discharged and Father “{1bur was appointed agent., He set to work
to gein the confldence of a disillusioned people. fe found that the
I-dlans had tren issued enuity goods at exhorbitant prices and had been
paid In work vouchers differing from twenty-fie to fifty-cents on the
dollar,

#ilbur wes & large man who at that time wore sideburns and weighed
nesrly 300 pounds. He was six feet two inches tall and fesred nmkix no
one but Yod,

He struck at gambling end drinking with effoct, He was his ownlaw
officer, arfesting those vho stole from the wiites and r Quiring
them to restore the goods two-fold and to svend a season as convicts,
wearinw e ball and chain, *n that manncr the area east of the agency

was oleared,
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ln nis flist year as agent four of h!o promisin: students were
licensed to exhort to thoir people :co fles the wrath to come, ad
lay hold of eternal 1ife,"

By 1867 he was impreesing upon the Indian Yepartment that his co viotion
thet tho Plow and the Bivle and their compenion i fluences wore more
helpful toward securing a permanent perce "than a thousand soddiers
and their glistenlinc saebers and their pranoing ateeds "

lie demons treted his convictions personally by puttin; three large ox
toams to work plowin; new land. Each plow turned one to two and one-half
ac:'es of sagebrush defly, ‘he Indlans were hired to drive the oxen
and hold tho plow so it wuld bite deep into the so0il,

The plowmen went from place to plece to do their work, caemping &t
night « They dovoloped their homes with the money earned. “hen Fathop
%ilbur went out from the egency to work should er to shouldor with the
Indians he rode a big mule celled “alico.

4 water-operated saw mill to turn out lumber, end & grist mill to
grind out flour were at work on ¥ill end 8imcoe creeks. The sawv =2ill
cut pine logs into boards from which to build two amall churches, one
8t “hite “wan sevon miles distant,

Finelly when he was overvhelmed by the incressing duties of agent,
preacher and tencher, he proposed thot the tribo c¢lect a lesder to
a88'st him snd they selected Joe Stwire or Chier White Swen, m esrly
convert and the brother of the Rov. “eorre liaters, The latter studied
at the Jason lee M1 Slonary School el wasordained in 1871, The Mev,
_watprs was a teacher at the boarding school and the shorte-lived Paiute
School.

Later the Bev, Waters decided to oa ry his religion into xxm Ideho
and built a church at the moith of the “learwater River, five miles

from Lapwai,
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He becums an eXer in the church at Moscow but returned to the
Yakima Rescrvation and wes ekcted ohi £ in 1910, a positlon he held
until he died in 1023,

Ohief Yhite “wan wans a portly man with a lar~e head and messive square
jaws, end by his own words at presching missions, wes addicted to ium~-
the Uh%mook Jargon word for rum, in easrliler 1life,

"My own eyes were blind and it wes night in =y soul. Thon came tho
missionaries, lr, “erkins end the otheéu,and then ure Wilbur, I put away
my wild vayse I am happy nowe"

Hie wife wae named “usen, “he was a good housekeeper and cook,

Yhen the people wantecd %m a ohurch built at “hite “wan around 1873-74
they went o “ilbur and he agreed to build it 1f thoy would elp. Hnite
San 1ived near the #ite chosen, the preosent ¢ty of “hite Swan, Lumber
was cubt at the agéﬂoy nill end heuled eight or nine miles, The church
was firlshed but a terrific wi~nd came up. It blew 8o strong it overturned
bupzdas causht out on theroad. Tﬁe next morning the Indians went to
“ather “ilbur and with tears in % i.clr oyes 9aid thex hmix storm had blown
over the ohurch.'It waad 1nspeoted and found that the esst end had slipped
from the foundetlon three feet so they set to wark and got it resdy
by Yaturdey. |

On Sunday people came from all directlona, some in white men's clothes
and some in broocholouts and blaniots, Stick Joe was the interpreter,

There was the dedicstion snd then a speaking mooting with many taking
part, They told of chenges to the new way,of outting their hair and
forsaking the 0ld ways,

“nother preacher mmx in those years was tho “ev. fhomas Poarne, ile vas
named for the man who at ono time was editor of the Pacific “hristian

Advocate and who was a piocnecr Opreogon minister,



Father Wilbur's first annual report as agent, written July 22,1865,
tells that the rcsefvation farm had 8lxty acres plante to whest, thirty
to oats, two to nees, four to potatoes, four to corn, one to tumips,
and half en acre to bects, carrots, onions and garden vegetables,

®illiem “right wee sue rintendent of instruction and the Rowe w,C.
“hattin end ¥ps, xxx, Wilbur were teschers, Mr, Chattin confined his
labors to the @chool room from O @em. t0 4 pem, with an hour's intermlesion,.
Hore the ch’ldron wore taught to spell, resd write md given inetructions
in gécgraphy end arithmetio. Mra Wilbur instructed the girles in knittiag,
sewing , cutting and making thoir dresses end the clothws for the boys;
in addition she %taught the Indlen women to knit, spin, s w, cut and make
clothing for themselve and fomilies,

“The Indians have, I judge, neer two th- s and acres fenced and 1,000
to 1,200 acres in orops," Agent Wilbur reported,"We broke tiem at
least 150 acres of new wheat last sring.

"We preach to them every “abbath and have from one to six hundred in
our songregation , They have their prayer meetings during the week in
the dif erent neighborhooda,”

The average number of students attending the school waes 29. fbe achool
roll included -aniel Boone, C.H, Helex, I.I. Stevens , Oliver Lewis,
Teshmash Yahotowit, Christopher Columbus, Henry Ciay, “illiaem Penn,

David Price, Assulia TLumley, Ben Grant, Abe Lincoln, #ubrose Lnoas,
Joseph Fnees, Mark,Paul, Luke, Hampton, “hamill, Kate licfay, Jenny
Lind, Ursuls Lumley, Bella Wilber, Ellen Orant, Harie uc“ay, Meria
Yahotowit, %1isebeth “pencer, Zozene Tneus, M¥mx and dery “nn end they
. ranged from eight years oldup to 21,

The policy of the Blble and the Plow w.s upset in 1869 when the
militery returned to brief control over reservat'ona, dmmsz Lt, James

fle Smith was pleced 1n cherge and Father ¥11bur returned to Oregon but

pursued reappointment 8o he could centinue an unfinished work.
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vwen he returned as sgent, Jeauary 1,1871 and wro'es

“Bvory interost,msterial and moral was wanlng. Employees were paid
for services long before roaching the revervstion and with the inflaence
they exertec¢ 1n duncing, swecring, drinking and oard playing, the
interests of the reservat on were rapidly declining,” :

"The first condition of improvement in the outside manner of life of
my people ie the improvement of the heart, Here 33 the place to bogin
the work of reforme. If I fail to ¢ ive moral character to an Indian, 1 can
givo him nothing that does hdm pormaneat good, If I om succeed in glving
him moral character, so thet he is no mo e a liar, a thief, a drunkard,
a profane person, & polygemist or a gambler but e man of integrity,
industry, sobriety and purdéty , then he no longernecds the gifts of
fovernment or the ohardties of anybodye He becomes & men like any other
man end can take osre of himsolfe "

Father Wilbur'e doctrines wore upheld by high officlals who contended
that the agent had tfully demonstrsted the truth of the generally dowbted
problem among eastern people--the capability of Indians for permanent
civilizetion and Christienisatione”

One wrots that"Fathor “ilbur had virtually adopted 3,000 Indiang who
looked upon the “ilbure as fatiner and mothers

By then he was 80 years old and w s characteriged as "a kind governor,
a wige b gislator, just judge, storn sheriff, b uay worker and good
instructor Iin all physicnl,moralland reiigious Auties; cverywhere and
at all times an earneat,tpractical warkine man, profitably omploylng
every h ur and civilising end improving those arownd him,”

In thoso yoers as always he cont inually defended the reservation
against enoroachment and when white settlers inthe Yalkima Valley
desired to occupy the land, he wrote:"A c¢lesus of irrespons ible whites
ere anxlous to have a war that the tresty might be broken and the land of

the reservation opened for white settlement,”
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In 1872 he "remembered ihat the frenty with the Yalima *ndlens
will in a few years  xpire when it 11l be oxpected of them that they
will be capaeble of tsking oare of themselves, We are educating these
young men in our shops to make harness, bu’'id houses, work In the mills
and on tho ferms so a8 to malko them capable of every department of
busiess of talkting care of the solves, “e have glresdy young men who
are oapeble of bu' dlng houses, making boots, shoes, mekin; harness,
doing -~»od work in the blackemith shop end are good helpers about tho
mills,"

In 1874 nhe wrote:"With good subsistence, with cettle,horses and the
cocmforts of civilized 1ife, the povernment needs no soldiers to koep
quiet, These ‘mprovomonts with propor instruction and wholesome exemples
will keep thom the white man's friend as long as the soon end moon endure,”

By 1878 farmins had grown to where 15,000 aores of lund were fenced
Bnd 5,000 were under cultivation, +{thin four years Indim workers built
30 miles of post exd board fences, ‘hey owned 3,500 head of cattle and
about 17,000 head of horses. Many were living in jood houses, painted
oats ide, with furniture, chairs, tables, bedspreads, cookstoves,
mirrors, clocks, watches, crockery, the newspaper and tho Bible. There
were barns, wagons, harness, plows and the liproved machirery of
feruings Tho women had sowing machines, he practice of ratlioning had
beon digconti ued,

trrization ditches were beginning to convey water to Indian landa,

"I have no offinity,j he wrotc,"for the cus tom now practiced in meny
of the agencles of this nation of feeding the Indiens in idleness
and proparin; thom when their tresties run out to fight the whites
and get a new treaty; and thus, from veer to yesr and generation to

generation to be a tax upon the industry of the whites,"
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Thick books could be written about the verious aspects of tho Roy,
Wilbur's tenure. [t would take one alone to tell the full story of the
Snake or Paiute ~ndlens on the Yaeki a reservation and their leader,
Japah W hnemicca,

Fivwe hundred and forty threo of them wero dellverod, unceremoniously
and without n?tice into Father “ilbur's keeping on Fou, 2,1879, ‘nhat was
in the doad of winter,

They were brought from the Hahleur in Oropon by “apt. “inters after
the Pannock War, The agent tackled the situatlon 88 he did the inmmumerable
omarroncien, -

lls en"aged eight Inﬁian men with tesms to go to the stram saw mill
for lumber to bull: a& shelter, and put others to work bullding a

150 foot 1lon; stricture to house the paiutes during the winter. They
wore moved from neor foppeniah to a location six miles from the arencys

Sarah Yinnomucca who csme in with the soldiers as en interpreter
was retained as an interpreter and tescher . ¥ith the arrival of
apring Bev, "ilbur directed the people toward rehabilitation by showihg
them how to plow and plant, build an irrigation ditch and make other
prepa atioms for thelr own woelfere, They were disgruntled , however, and

stole avay to Orocon in large and small groups, “ome were pursued
and returned but 1 ally wore permitted to po back to helr homes

in Oregon and *“dnhoe Sareah Vinnemucca embarked on & nation-wlde
cruseding tour for "justice for the Paiutes,” that ended in her
death,Broken and disillusioned,

Father #2lbur had meny fricndships. One wcs thet with Yant.
“athen Olney of Tho Dalles, carly-day Oreron In ian agent. Olney
settled north of the rescrveation after the unsettled mmr per lod
and vhon ho died was buried by Father Wilbur to the east of the agency,
There the Olney frmi’y has placed a monument Lo mark the grave.
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Yne of the stringost frieddshins, however, westhat ex!sting betueen
the a-ent and Chief Hoses of the Kaewachkinge
FPather Yilbur mei~tel ed @ stawmch friendship vith kha Hoses,
protecting him duriar tho perilod of unessiness 1n 1878 when the ez Perce
under youhg Chiief Joseph , wore compelled to wer, en. the settlers
fesred that Hoses would jJoin in en elliance,

Yho massacre of lir, and Hrs, Alonzo Perkine at Rattlesnake Springs
1n the Hoxee ‘slley “y renecade Indilans who were not from the Yakima
Reservat on cast a cloud of suspiclon on “hif Yoses amd eventually
resultod in his arrest. Put Father Wilbur balled Moses out of juil at
0ld Ydt ima City and stood by him at trial there that resulted in the
acquittal of Moses, Father Wilbur took Moses to Fort Simcoe and he was
later bermltted by Goneral C,0.Howard to 50 to “ashington where he
acquired a resorvation adjoining the Uolville Resorve on the .est,
althouzh the Yakims apgent wanted him to settle on the Yatima Reserve.

When Father W lbur balled Chief Hose: out of Pail on 9300 bond he
wrote:

"I am keeping Chief Moses . The whites swear they will k'1l him
1f ne is perriited to return to his former home, “he shoriff and two
other men came froa ‘akima City with a warrant to taeke “oses and others
of his mone I !¢ Hoses locked ups Tho ru ble would have killed him,"

"hen Yakima City was but a dot on thoe map of the new territory of
Washiigton, the 71 yesr old idol of many reservaticn people retired,

He dialikéd ceramony, SOR oOn Auﬁuet 15,1882, he went upstairs
in the bis house whore the blue coated commandants had lived and where
his tall dosk was located. There he wrote his last amual report,

Fe went to “oldendale for a time and then to Walla “slla, There
Mrg, “ilbur dled on “eptomber 13,1887 whenshe wea 8xx 78 and he died

shortly afterwards.
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They wore bur‘ed olose.ta the old mission at “alem, Oregon, but

there unbgilt mohument was et Fort ~Imcoe. : .
In his 17th andual and final report, written Aug. 15,1882, Hathor #ilbup
estimated there 3,400 Vekimas and enticinated a harvest of 42,000
bushels of whe't and 8,500 bf bsrloye. Ihe schcol was ettended by 120
boys and girls and somo were turned away becosuse there were no places
for them,

"7 am eware, = he vrote" thet a oom on sentiment is that the Indians
are a doomed raée and can never exist in the presence of civilization,
“$¢h this 4 have always. teken direct issue. I have always boliéveﬂ in
the manhood and capacity of the Indlen , and contended for the
pc 4ibility of lifting him to a h'rch state of civilization,

"Por more than twenty yearas,with aninterval of only 16 months, I

For nearly elghteen of those

have resided continuoualy at thlsegency.
yvears 'x have been agent here. I havo seen the little boys vho were brought
to me rez-ed and [’lthy, vho ilhove washed end clothed with my own
hands, who I have taught and ¢uided, row into men, I have married
then and baptized their ch ldren, ! have anxiously wetc ed them through
all these yenrs and rejoiced as I saew them grow up useful end respscted,
firmly fixed in moral and rellrjous truth, the hope end support of
their people,

"But I feel that my work ie now done here, and other hande rmet
take up tho burden I heve borne so longe *hey will not find M so heavy
as I have found it,

“If the foundations thet I have fixed with 8o muchaenxiety and labor

shall remaine--1f tho seed which I have sown throuch all these years
shal! cont inue to grow, and spread, and bea frult, I feel that my

laborg have not beon In vain,”
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H.K., Blnes, former editor of the Facific Ywristian Advocate who
delivered a momorial sormon at the funersl of Father dilbur at
the *aylor Strcot “Yhureh,Portland, Yetohor 30, 1887,‘aaid=

"ll{8 .place wes unique; end perhapa it might be sald there was
place for but one Father Wilbur iIn our work. Ho was & history and a
work thap can never be repocated, nor even imitiated on this coast, He
was essentinlly and by nature a pionepr,

"A wmark of e great mind is the renowal of effort at auch
succeding ‘ellure and so it was with men of his type,although they met
with difficulties end oftentimes falled Lo accomplish results desired,
each failure quickened their ambition to a higher and better effort,
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A love of tho old deys and ways and a high ¢ teom of those who lived
here and labored for a cause, have brought us to Fort Yimcoe todaye.

The impasseble years lie batwocn ué and the past, “hat was vritten
by father “ilbur in arency letters and reports is now h'story. Father
Wilbur's Bivle wus history , too. duwam Josus of lagareth ¢id things
that were rocorded by historians llke “athew, “ark, Luke anc Jonn, iave
you ever stoped to think whero Christienity would be todey had not
the history éf that period beon rocorded?

wa on the slopes and bunohg s8s covered hills surrounding Fort
®imcoe we oan 1sualize tho cattle and horse herda ~raging, Yg gan close
our oyes and listen, hearing the shouts of the indien cowhoys. On the
ridcea we can 860 them passing to and from the plsce that was dear to
them end which by this preservation farover be nreserved for them
and their neighbors,

Under these ocaks we hesr the shouts of boys and rirls who grew to
manhood and womanhcod, possessing the rudiments of an education and
armed with a religlon to withstand the inroads of an slli-engiifing
way of life thst threcitens to overrun the ir reservation unless we
stand by them in the exsmple set by their agoent, James H. Wilbur,

The cowpuncher md cottleman, the goldseeker,railrcad builder and
landstaker end irrlcationist pecopled their world as they grew old,
wore succeeded by their children md thelr children's ch ldren and
other areants and superintendents .-

Todey 8ll that 18 past moves a-ainst the great backdrop of the
S'mcoe Valley to the east, the etarnal slopes of ¥t, fcams to the

Viest, *op-enish Ridce on the south and Atsnum Ridge to the north,
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These places 3mX 8t 6ll echo teo the shouts end laughter that come
al ive throurh our poor efforts on tils centennidl of the bu' ding of
01a Fort Simcoo, f*rieing through our roconstruction,- they g ive richnoss
W ouwr lives,

A11 the shouts end whispers and the whine of dry wagon axels are dust
except those things that rise through the work of those who have gone
before,
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