Ste:mboating
(S8am . Gill, oldest living Oregon steamboat enginecr has written

his reminiscences of Colugbia river days. le was engineer on.all the
principal boats of the 0.R. & N company and 1ts successor the O.W.R and
N company fromthe early seventies until the company went out of the river

navigation business .He 1s a brother of J,Ke G111 of Portland)

One can hardlyb elieve that such conditions could have prevalled on a
boat of the 0eS.N. canpany's fleet and to this day I havenever hea d an
intelligent description of the panlic that existed In The Yalles on July
5th to 7th but I learned enough to lnou the people were in greu alarm
for fear of an invasion of hostile I:diana.

Fiies of the Oregonian of these dates show that the eastern part of
the state was ofpd0@ing experiencing all the old time depredations of
Indisns on the warpath , numerous murders, burning of farm properties and
pobberies of raill atages and the hosatlles were steadily advancing
north evidently in an attempt to reach ard c ross the Columbia river ard
£ira 11y re ach Canada.

Ype facilities of the steamboat company were t aed to the uttermost
o maintsin the r egular schedules and the hurry and excitement thatb

mroevalled at The Dglles probailya ccounts for the poorly managed
departure on our cruise on the U.S. Gunboat Spokans «

The 6th of July found us an our way up the river with all going
well. I got permis: ion from “ergeant Yonner to use same ofthe soldiers
as firemen so tmt myself and Stockham could looka i'ter the sngine r oome
Our progress was delayedby sveral landings to make inve at1;atlons ashore
as we saw setilers amd tie irwagons hastening tovard The Dalles, “s I
have previously mentioned we had aboard in our equipment two of the new
Gattling rapid fire guns , one for our ovn use and (ne 0O to be
d elivered to tie steamer NGR§hefi Northwest under the comand of
Ugptain MeC, Wilkinson at ¥allula, he with a detachment of troops

being engaged in the patrol of he river up and Qod@dc into the Snake e



4ilong about 8330 peme Major Kreas sent wordb ack to t he engine room
to me he was going to do some practice work with one of the guns from
the forward deck and invited me to come out and see the performance.

I went forward and wa very much interested in the drill. Ve were abreast of
Long Island at the time amd the gun was trained toward shore. ".'"he gun

has a sped (sic) o'i‘ 400 shots a minute using the regular army cartridge

ard when set in action the bullets made the sand fly out on the island
beache -in the midst of the drill something seemed to be going wrong in

the engine rooz;m and I rushed aft just in t1 e to find our wheel torn in
pleces, same of the fragents having fouled the eccentric rods on the
atarboard side and the engine helpless,

I called up captain "‘ray amd with the little momentum still left
inour headway he succerded in runnlng the boat up to the beach and
getting an anchor out. Our whecl was ruined and a number of wheel arms

broken a nd also several of the paddle beards .. *

Ilow began the job of making repairs .We had some spare wheel armas

and planks aboard ard some bolts plates and stirrups, I got the help of
soldiers under the direction of Captain Yray,@0 put them to work at the
wheel, F;I'tuna tely none of the engine parts were broken but I had
to take the b ent eccentric parts tc pieces build a fire on the beach o f
cord wood armd hea t and straighten themeWe finally got patched up
and gotunder way about 2:30 aene on the 7th and arrived at Umatilla at
6 a.m,

:he governors and the nma jor went asho e and began pgetting in touch
W th various sou: ces for informatione I learmd the day wo. 1ld be largely
consumed with these matters so I took same men ashore to & country
blacksmith shop a 1little distance fran the wharf, got a fire going in the
forge andB ganbettier repairs tot he wheel ard engines, e were again
ready to proceed to “allula while there wa yeot daylighte nough to get
through Umatilla rapids and intothe safer water shore amd got to Wal lula
soon after mldnighte



At Umatilla Agent J.F. Kunzie came to our relief with such provisions
as we needed most, flour, butter,ham, cordensed miik and other foodstuff,
At Wallula I got lIngineer DeHuf f to give me & fireman amd Iarned that
stares and help would come to us on the firstboat from Celilo and they
findl 1y reached us about the 10th of July, Un the morning of t he Bth dis=
patches came to us to hurry back to Umatilla as the Indians had appeared
about 20 miles below ami wre attempting to cross at Long Island. “way
we wentes IN the meantime we hed sent 20 or our soldlers aboard the
Northwe st and had taken 20 cowboys andother young fellows in the place of
the soldiers.

Captain Painter also came aboard with the rew detachment. & sharp
loo out was kept along t' e shpe and finally we found the place where
tte I, dlans had crossed to the Island, Here we landed ard sent the army
ashore to investigate and & ter an hour's absence theyreturned with
an old squaw and a b oy pappoose that had been left behind by the
.fleairg hostiles., It was also found that the hostiles la d cached a lot
of thelr plunder on the islande

dway we went now down the river to the foot of the island and turned
inte the river betwesn the island and the "ashington shore,

1 15 was water that was never mavigated by boats and “aptain Gray
found 1t difficult to proceed among the rocks and shallows, When we had
sarrived at a point opposite our previous landing on the Oregon side of

the 1slard he found a chance for a landing among rough rocks and just
at a point wiere a draw broke through Basalt Bluri's and had just run the
boat's nose ashore vhen bango, came bullcts flying at us from the Indlans

in their hiding places st the top of the bluffs. At once the main gang
plank was run out and halfthe fore was sent ashare under command of Sergeant

connor and Captain Painter,

LT T W)

éefore finally leaving tl e I:c]ian episode I will patler together the

loose ends and drop 1t for good and all. lMajor Kress who waschief
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Varcouve r for a number of ysars coverirg this

ordinance o ficer at Fort
var period was of service during the Civil Yar and a fine genial gentleman
In the process oftime he attained the rank of brigadiler gene al and has
been on the retirecd list for many years. ‘I“ a recent letter from him he
told me he campleted his 90th year in November last and is living at
Merion Station, Pa.

A fev years ago he wrote ms that in 1901 he was cited to appearandat
that time m ceived ¢k D.S5.0 decoration for meritorious service during b
the Bannock Indian var where he gallantly led his forces in engagements
with the enemy. At receipt of this information I wrote “aptain W.P,
Gray of Pasco , since deceascd, and told him to be of good cheer for
perhaps he and I might be clted some day,

In Major Kreas'! report to Captain J.A. S8laden who was left in cormand

at Fort Vancouver during the ebsence of Yeneral 0.0, HOward at +he
front the majar wrote:

"Captain Uparles Painter with 1is 42 volunteers fran “alla Walla

deserves praise for good comduct and bravery. “#1so theregulars together

with Captain Gray with the of ficera and crew of thesteamer, Spokane |

H1

who stood firmly at their post umder fire,' |

latey in Yecember, 1878 the renegade Cayuses and Pannocks arrived

at *he Dalles under a cmsiderabls farce of U,S, cavalry and were kept
under close guard on the site of the 0ld m litary recservatione fhe
expedltion was on the wiy to the Yakime Indian reservation. *he Indiana
camé with all the ir belongings and were a motley crowd and seemed to
have brought with them every bit of thoir worldly goods, rags, bags,
bottles, dogs and horses,

The Pannocks were certainly a savage and wild looking lot, very meagerly
clothed amd atoical in tlwlr shaviore. """hey were not to be compardd

with the Nez Perce or Yakira men physically, “e took them across the

river, using the Mountain Yyeen for a ferry,
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They wer brought down to the wharfboats in detachments as required

for a load,under close anmd alert guard. "hen the load had heen stowed

on board we cpossed to the ferry 1anﬂ:mgﬂon the Washington shore and they
went into camp on the flats about half a m le from the river. It took
three days to get the company transferred,about 16 boatloads. "e finished
late on saturdn'y nigh' and on the following morning we heard the bugles
call preparation for forward movemente ih® morning was cold and fogegy tut
later in the farenoon we could see the cavalcade slowly wending 1 ts way up
the Klickitat hills ten miles away on the old Ualles and Yakima trail,
with 90 miles yet to be traveled.

And so ended Oregm's lust conflict with its aboriginal enemies. I
failed to say that the ?ueen was unier com and of Captain Fred Wilson
of Portland,; myself be ing engincer., #s I remember the repufied causes
of the outbreak, it waa due to the government's failure to leep its
pledges to tie Indians in the ma er aof allowancesa nd also their
having been removed fram theilr hore lands torew and lssa satisi'actory

9 @9g0 envirommente.

Late in the fall of '78 it be ame evident that the 0.8,N. company
was arranging to transfer its long established buslness to a new
corporation of O,R. & N campany and the transfer was cam leted ea ly
in &70. Activities were at once hegun for the bullding of r ailroads to
supplant t e steam boat scrvice from Portland to the Inland Empire or
upper country to Walla %alla, L he new company was under the general
management of General Spra ,ue, of course under the brilliant control of
Herry Villard amd his associates.

James Smith who had se ably and so long served as foreman of the company
shop at *he Yalles was superceded by JeFe Curtis as maafer mechanice
Curtis having caoe f rom Kalema wherehe had served in the seme
capaclty for tha t section af the road lmown as the western division of
the N.P.R.R. between TAOHOEA] Ofdl Takana(sic) and Kalama which had

been under the management o General Sprague.



Politics and methods at once seemed to change from the intimate
and genial relations that had always prevailed under the 0.8.N. company
lfhe new system bega to operate under rew rules wh ch proved hard for
the 0ld time employes to adapt themselves to. ‘he property tra sferred
from ore compeny to the other ocmsisted of 27 steamboats and five
barges and the two portages, the Dr. ‘_baker railroad vetween Wallula am
Winlla Walla and every unit of the facilitie s texed to thelr utmost to
serve the rapidly developing country:s demand.
?he only boats built by the new company after the change were the Iiassalo
for the middle river, the D,s. Baker for the uyper river and years
later tl Yrederick K, Billings at Pasco tobe used to tow barges bet:een
where Pascd now is and to where Kennewick is now located across the
Columbia river. * le se barges were used to transfer railroad cers and
this s rvice was continued until the completion of the bridge between these
two points. :y the fall of '79 construction plans ki been well

ait 1ined and the press of freight of R.R. material became enorrious,

Cp the marning of July 10 we left Umatilla at daylight
and ran down as fa_r as the mouth of Yillow creek , keeping a sharp
lookout for any signs of Iniians, but discovered none nor any evidence
o f the very few families who vwere attempting to exist on the barren and
desolate section bordering the river, for they had all fled nearly all
going down to 4he Dalles,
I, passing I mention the fact the reservation grounds back of the town,
the site , the site of the abandored ¥ rt Columbia, were throwm open
P or use as camping ¢round for t he east bound emigrants, it being prudent
that they 1%t in thei journey until the danger up country should
be over. There were about 200 outfits encamped ther during tle days
from July 6 to 20, 4fter we had run down as far as Willow creek we turned

about on our return to Tmatilla,.



The only boats built by the new company afterthe change were

the Hass



I, the afternoon when we had recched Thanksgiving Island, & band of
Indians with a 1ar'ge number of horses were discovered on the north bank
evidently eoming west. “t thia 1 cality t here are a series of three high
hills presenting ro‘mdad fronta amd sloping down to the narrow flat area
between tie b ase of the hillsand the river. The hills separcated by deep
draws or canyons which is the general formation of the Washington shoreh

in this sectione

0" our first sight of he I dieans they were just coming up out of the
draws and crossing t e front of t® next Iintervening hill, 'xhey were about
two miles up stream from us ard pe haps 500 feet up the hillside.
They were evidently surprised at seeing t e boat and began hastening to
the next draw, for a hiding place.

Our pllot now begun blowlng our whistles hoping to call them down
to us for an in erview and when he saw they w re hurring to evade us
the Gatling gun was prepared and brought into action and the gun pointed
directly at the flseing band.

The capgcity of the gun is 400 shots a minute amd ve fired at t hem
geveral minutes. It was to me a cruel proceeding for the i%g1ans did not
understand our call of the vhistles Our bullets made the dust fly on
the hillside and final y we got vur range directly into the bande

On reaching the foot of tkp draw our soldiers went ashore,Major
Kress leading or camanding thame The I dlans in themeantime lmd gained
the canyon ard am armriwl of theso.diars in the locality w renot to be
found, they evidently having gained the swumit and had gone down the o ther
side of the hill, havim abandoned the drove of horses in thelr hastes

Tm soldiers rounded up the horses several of which were so wounded
that they were at once dispatched with well plac d shotse Otlers
of the hor:ses were blood~stained on their backs so 1t was
inferred that their riders had been woumied. "e rournded up about 70
horses ard drove them down to the boat. Strange to say the larger

pert of the drove were good conditloned 4 erican animals, not Cajuses,



On arriving at the boat iajor Kress gave permission to those of our
sdddiers who were volunteors the offer of selection of a horse apilece
as perhaps the only pay they would ever recelw for their service and af ter
sslection had bsen made those selected wore got aboard the boat one é,t

4 time and made fast and tien the rest of the band were driven into
the river and we herded them across tothe Oregon shoare followlng their
progress with the boat. At t ne shore we left them to their own resources.

We proceeded toumatilla anmdsent the news &n the anxiously awalting

world of the var's prggress. "The Gatling" gn beiy a canparative

r econt invention this was the first time 1t had ever been used in
actual engagemernt with an enemy.

Soon af tor our attack on those I dians there vecured the f amous
Perkins fomily rurder on the higlway somewhere on the way to Yakima,
After long =c<arch the murderers ware caught ard it wan learned from
them t hat tley were tl® band we hal fired upon fram the Spokane amd
we had killed thme of teir number and they in reprisal had slain the
P pkins familye. Theyw ere tired amd later hung at Yekima,

This was wur 1lu t contet with the Idians ard thvery lat of the
closing battles for tle whiteman's occupancy of the I;d ian Hmpire.
on the ewening ofthis day the fnnie l:‘eucon braight us the long looked
for addition to our crew aml subsistence stores. We were now sent up
the river on what tome was a most imteresting trip, golng as far as
Jnite Bluffs gbout 60 miles above the junction of the Snake and Columbia
riverss In all that distance there was not a human habitation nor any
gign of life , :""he rilver rolled along solemnly and grandly with not a
hindrances

It seomed mare like & lake so quite and @G unruffled was Its
sirface, ‘nis trip consumed fully three days amd wm: very enjoyable
 mes Un our arrival back at Umatilla I found my old friend, Pave

Purdun, wgiting to rel 1ef me as engineer in co plimnce with my request
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gseveral days before and next day I returned to Celilos and ‘he Dalles
on the #1mota and r eported to the campany's shop for service as &
mechanistae

It was evident that Major Kress expected an en,agement with the
Irdians for ﬁ:e took on pboard & number of bales of wood at Umatlilla and
with them built a b'arriicade about the sides ed front of the pilot house
lsaving a narrow space between bales so tlhet t® pilot could sse out
and Imow h ow to navigates 'ffheyalso rought wool down to the engimse
room and built what tley termed a wall to proisct the engirser,

4 few minutes o:f' protection was all I coid bear for I had been 1in
the wool hauling business all the month of Juyne and was sick of the sight
and o@tor of wool, *he days in June were eceeedingly hot as the sun
beat down iercely on the deck and Immeciately above the engirne room.

So I got Sergeant Uf;nnor to take away the w8DD wool as I preferred Indian
bullets rather than be smothered by foul s meeling wool. Lye temperature
of the engine room was about 136 degrees.

0: deck cord wood was piled up against the insice of the boat fram
the forward gangway back as far as the galley on the port slde and the
store room on the starboard side amd as high au the windows, Now for the
battle.

f goona o the Indians e gan firing at us from the tip of the 100

foot clif's andnot mre than 150 feet away, we at once ran out

the gangplank anl s lugge part of our fa ces under Captain Painter
and Sergeant Connor rushed ashore and up a nearby canyon. ¥nhile they were
gotting ashare I coxld look a@Ot@6] 6d@de dd out the engine room windows
and ;lainly see the heads of several Indians who were hiding behind
the rocks ard shooting at the boat,. 411 was wild comiotion down on deck,

velunteers rushing sbout to find a vantage po:nt through windowa to

re turn the flra,
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fhe enemy's fire ceased &as soon as our troops .arded. #fter an hbsence
of perhaps an hour ocur troops roturned lavingbsen unable to find any red
mene It was now decided to back out of our perilous position and tor eturn
to Umatilla toreport. Well as soon a we began tomove the boat carefully
baclward down stream, lo ard b ehold the I,dians were again at the edge
of ths cliffs popping awvay at us, but we paid no further attention to
them amd w- e on our way to the fool of the island and turned upstresm
B Ugatilla. Now about t e result of e Indiens fire at the boats
I thinl there were about a dozen bullet holes in the side
of the boat, ome came through the roof over the galley and thraigh the
silde of the galleyami fell on the deck Inside the engine room. The only
man on the boat to be wounded was one of the cowboy volunteers
who was hurt by the carelesshandling of a fellow volunteer's gun, Ho was
woundad in the fleshy part of the for@rm. “fiter a tourniquet hed been
tl ghtly wound sbout the arm and the flow of blood s topped,the wound was
washed and examined and sae plug tobacco, well soaked ,made into & sort
of poultice and applied, the arm was bandaged wp and the man went about
his busine ss seeming;y not badly injured.
Q; ouwr arrival at Umatllle some patent medicines were secured and the
wound refrossed and plastered up and we 1left him there and he went back
to Wallule on his way to Walla Wallas by the next regular up bound boat,
Tho rest of tls day was spent ai Umatilla sending and receiving
messages from various be adquarters,
S0 far as I could ever learn , the identity of the Indians who had
so daringly fired across the Sbokane was never established, why they did
and #hat thelr aurposs was and why they did not inflict greater
injury to the boat and its crew also was never reasoned out to conclusion,
It 1s cortaint hat they werenot of the Bannock tribe for they never
re ched the river in their mauraudings. Probably they were Just & band
of renegades from Yakima country who wire returning home to thelir

reservations
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During thes days of alarm all Indians had b eenw arned to r eturn hmme

at once or they were tobe declared rene;ade and tob e severealy dealt
withs It has always seemed to me more of g prank than an at tempt to
annihilate the whites andagain coms into possessian of their ancestral
domain.

¥iles of the oregonian covering the date s from 1July 5th to 20, 1878,
show that serious alarm was felt ower a large sectlon of country from
as far away as south ea.tern Idaho up and through Opegon as far west as
The Palles. I will mention here that after the close of the
so-called war I occasionally met Ma r Kress on the stroets of Portland
also b'ergaanfs Connor and we always had a moment of comparative
reminiscence of the expediti on,

In answering the question in the recent census accounting,"ﬁave
you eve: served in the navy of the U.S." L was concelted enoigh to

answer yes, in tho Bannock Iydianw ar of 1878. I was chief engineer
of thel.S, gunboat Spokane?" “es, I have ought and almost bled and died
for my country,

While I was engineor of the A1mota in June,. 1878 the boat being
engmged 1n hauling wool fram Chapman's landing to Celi1lo I had for firemen
Jim Cooke amd #1ex MacDmald. Cuoke was a large man moare than 6 feet
tall and of more than 200 pounds in weight, of a very taciturn or surly
disposition, “nglish and repor «d to be & remittance man and & SQUAW men .,
spending mos t of his time in the Indian cemp up Mill creek &t The Dalles,

One night as we lay at the wharf at “elilo he lad spent his time
down at the fishing camp of the falls aml in the morning he appared
in an intoxlcated condition and I fired hima mi ;ave an order on the
company agent foar his pays Cooke was ugly and it seemed as though there
would be trouble with him but hewas f'nally persuaded to return to
The Dalles. He was about 40 years old amd bore evidence of ha dng had
much better surroundings than he found himself in in Oregone. Such churacters
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were not uncormon in those dayse

Some time in Vctober Baldwin's sal on was robbed and considerable
money and valuables stolen. The Balawin brothers were popular among
the deckhamia of the upper river am kept & sort of safety deposit
for their custaners and did & bit of money lending t the boys.

Among the loot of the robbery was a number of watoches.

Some days later “herlie Crailg a young Palles boy of 21 years went
down to the Cascades on the boat end hed scveralwatches with him, He was
try ing to sell them toa nybody he could approache and his coming to the

ears of Bill U'pan,the engirsecr, aroused his suppiclonse

After having persuaded Charlie to come up to his room he locked him
in and took him back to the Yalles that night and on being confronted
bythe sheriff Charlie maie the confession that he and L:ooken had robbed
baldwin:s place. Charlie having hidden himaelf among the barrels at
closing time and later vhen ready had opened a side door and let
Cooke in , all this being plamned by Cookes

fhis was a sarry affair among The Dalles people as Charlie was

the son of an elderly couple with a popular sister, the'family
being in goal esteem Ly the neighors and everybody felt leniently
disposed to Char lie. The Dalles in those days offered few chances for
young men to learn anything like a trade except cattle herding, teaming
and employment in local stores and shops. Charlie had learned the printerts
trade in the Mountainser office but was too much inclined to frequent
sdloons where he acquired more of tle trade of bar tenderand poor marker
than printinge

4, easy going 1ad and nothing vicious about him. #fter his arrest and
confession & strict watch was kept far Cooke and not untll six weeks
slipped by was any trace of him discovered andthen he was found
being hidden by the L dimans in the Mill creek camp and was arrested and

gocured in the old counbty jaile
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Cooke at once vowed to kill Charlie on the first opportunity
and theywere kept entirely apart and finally brought to trial before
Judge L,L., McArthur, the circuit judce and Cmarlie was sentenced to
three years in the penitentiary and ‘:ooke to 10 years,s Un hearing the
sentences Cooke called out to the judpe"It's no use judge, you can't
kesp us separated fm'evef and I will X111 Charlie at the very first
vharce I gote' '

'f‘hm was about the middle of Decemver, 1878. Final arrangements

were then made for tek ng Craig snd “Yooke to Salem on a Menday morning
boate Yn Synday we led a heavy andviolent snow storm, & regular howlsr,
The old wooden jail was a miserable place with three of rfiour iron
cells for confining the more dangerous prisonars and the only

heating flacility was a big box stove out in tl® front office., “long
about 8 o'cl ck Cooke was allowed out by the stove for & while and late
Char 11e wanted to go out by the fire and write a last letter to his
sweethearts; The sherif f objected and said,"Wait t111 Yooke's turn is
over," but Charlie was inaistent and expressed hirself as being un-
afraid of Cooke seo the sheriff foolishly grantod his request. Egoke was
being kept securely hanc'lcﬁffed.;

“harlie went out o thetable and began hls lstte:r and being

sonewhat skilled with pen had drawm & 1little picture at the upper
comer Bt he sheet of paper amd md wricien but a few lines when Cooke
vho was aulking about not saying & word got behind Charlie and suddenly
throwing his fetter d bands over Cfaig:s head pulled it back egainst
his che:t and almost campletely severed Craig's head fram his body. The
razor had besn secretlyf urnished to C,oke that day by his squaw who

had been allowed to visit hime

I was sitting in my room in the 1little cabin like house thet I had
rentéd Jointly with Jack Britten fron 4unt Xate S »ringer, the storm
howl ng outside and the snow 18 inches deep and I was snug and confy
reading one of Yickens books and t hen & loud call for help. I ran out
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to the corner amd found it was the sheriff calling from the county
jall door not more than 200 feet from my room and I was among the first
to arivive at the jalleesss.

4 I said in my la't article the day hal Ben very stormy with a
cold wind and snow , & day when very f ew people braved the elements
to go to churcheesl was not later than the third person tor espomd to
the call of the sheriff Crossen for aid to ove cane Cooke and put him
back into his celle The s ight of th® murder d yo ng man lying on the floor
was fearful,horrible, Cocke had stepped back a few feet and was backed
up against the wall with a look of defiance ard satisfaction on his face
In a moment the rush fran t he near by saloons cameé pouring in and among

the mwas G

eorge cralg, brother o the dead boy amd he Imd procured &
pistol amd was trying for a chemce %to shoot Cooke but he was deprived of
the gistol and talen avay from the scene.

%831:: submite d to the arders and was again locked in his cell,
During alltie mad confusion tlmt prevailed itwaslearned that Mrs.
Craig aml daugh e¢r were intending to visit Charlie and bid him good-bye
and it was probavlyg that they might arrive any minute. What wa to be
dore to prevent thom from comings "hy should be the messenger to carry
an excuse to thO diisuade them? Apd I was the fellow selecteds I dreaded
the misslon amd hurried out to the Craig homes. I met my dcar friend Father
Machin who was on his way to the jall to meet the mothsr and sister,

Wpen I greeted him amd %old himwhat he happencd the old man was
almost overcuans eee-.

Cooke was tried speedily ands entec d to be hung in the
shorte t time between sentence and the exscution w hich must have been

late in January,1878 Op the eve of the day fixed for the e.ecution I
wags 8ltting in my room vwhen t here came & rap at my door and on opening
I found flex D8GOBnédd MacPonald there, ‘e had been fireman with
Gooke on the Aimota in tle prwvious June. Il1s orrand was to get me to go
to the jail to sce Cooke which I certainly dic not want dodo. However
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However af tor much pleading I consentede

I found Cooke very heavily manacled as he had been kept since

his aentence.(f“ asking what he wanted me to do he said he wanted me to
goto his execution next days. I vas shocked at the thought and f latly
re fused. 0; leaving I asked the sheriff if there wa: anything I could
get for Cooke for his comfort thraigh the ni it and he su  ested some
brandy end cigars, I went to Baldwins and got them and Alex took them to
Cookes

It seems that word got out abroad that Cooke's body was to be given
tothe doctors for secientific purp ses anml t e idoa proved very alarming
to Cooke amd to get same prd ection he consented to join the Catholic
Church which waild give him the right to burial in thelr cemeterye.
:he next day at noon while eating dinner who should ¢ ome againbut
I.ﬁac"fmalld be ging me to hurry and come to the jail and I foollshly wente

"hen I got there the shackles were memoved from Cooke and two

men stood by with Winchesters to shoot on the slighe t reisstance on
Cooke's part, Cocke as again insistent that I attend the execution
and the sheriff asked me to do it and said "we are in & hurry and you &B
are delayling mat ters,“

Sq T promised amd w;nt around to Mre. 1Dolmds homse to the mck porch
whih overlooked the gullows. It was & queer doingse The fence

8 urroundin g the jail was only a few feot high and the gro nd was a fe
feet lower than the street, LThe gallows platform was about nine feet
high and it was pi*att:lcally a ublic affair. Every point of vantage
was occupied, trees, house tops and windows and othear places, After
leaving the jail I went at once to DO Dehm's house and when I
got there the procession wac golng up the steps to the scaffold. The
warrant was reade

Cooke was asked 1f he had anything to say and he shook his heade. The
further prepardons were reading a prayer aml in an instant “Yooke

dropped out of sight. I went at once btack to the jall and to the suspended
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body and stayed until death wa: announced, the body was lowered

into a coffin taken to the church for final bOAHQ Addn prayer then
to the cemetery and burdde, ALl this I did as Ihad agreed to do, I had
left the shop at noon as usual, eaten my d nner,gone to the jail, bade

Cooke goodbye, witnessed his suddendemise fram the gsllows platform,
seen the body nlaced in the coffin, gone to his funeral service arnd bto

his burial ard then across lots back tothe shop agein and was at work

by 2 Peme “uite an esperience to be crowded into two brief hourse

T learned after that MacYonald and & few Indisns kept a ¢ lose watch
over the prave for a month tha tthere might be no attempt to e xhume
the body and so thls chapter closese

In ¥ay, 1879 the change in methods a t The Dalles, shop
had become very apparent, t he new broom had set out to sweep thin s
clean, 2 bout the 15th Lhad a chunce to leave the shop and go
o the "B.Rs Thompson " as assistant with P11l Déran . ':L’he change was
with the sanction of Mre gate e

Aftor six days I was notifled of my removal and was succeeded by
Goorge Fuller, the charge against me being that of having left one
depar tment of the service to go into anot er without getting an official
transfer,

Seon after I went dowmn to Portland and later towork on the
comstruction of the rew steel ferry boat, for the 0 am C.R.R., Campany
;""'ha:a boat had been bullt at wilmington, Del,, tem orarly sot up thers,
tien lmovked down and shipped around the horn on one of the new steel
clipper shipse I think it was the Ularence S, Binnet."

Tnis job at the feryy bullding lasted into “ugust when I
was sent for by Mpe Gates to go as engineer of the Willamette Chilef in
the towing service to tale the placq of Tom 8mith whohad been quite
paingdlly scalded while doing same work about the ongines, I find my
log book says that I went aboard the Chlef at 6 pem. Aypust 29 at
Ainsworth doclke -
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ov "f"he files of the Oregoniasn of fugust 26, 1878, bear the news.of a
"homicide: thet occurred on the 24th on board the stosmer, Spokane and
on the 27th a followinjarticle attempting to justify the act.
0_“ Saturday the 24th the Spokars was on her vay up the river and
me of the deck hands, Pat Whalen by neame, wanted scme soap to use
in doing th@&®00¢ his week 's washing amd ins tead of going to the mate to
get the soap he went to the galley and took from the sink a partially used
plece of soap » i'he Chinaman cook railsed an angry protest and tried to
take the soap away from Vhallen. I; the simple scuffle that ensued
the Chinaman gave Pat a push and Pat responded with a slap to the “hinaman,
4¢ once the news of the squabble was carried to the daptain who ca lled
the mate to the wheel and came down ondeck to inv‘esti:fage and on hearing
the story orderad ‘Whalen jbo bundle up his ocutfit and go ashore when he
Should land the boad widich he proceeded to do, making the landing on
the "ashing.on shope a few miles below Umatillae )
The captain ordered ths gangplank put out amd again told Whalen to
g0 shore which Whalen r efused bo do, demanding that he be carried to
Umatilla and the ratéer left to the judgmegt of the com any agent,Mr.
@0A2 Kunzie, who was statlioned theve. ‘he captain, E.W. Baughman,next ré
returned %o the pilot house and took down the shot gun that hung on
pegs above the wind ows ami proceeded to load it, T here was powder
but not shot. T here was some sheet lead wedged that were used to
keep the windows fram rattling, scme of thas he cut into strips and
chewed them to malke them more compact and torg off the sleeve of his
shirt for wadding and thus equipped he went down on deck.
In the mpantime other BP0 deck hands had counselled with
Wnalen to go ashore which he consented to, but demanded his pay be given
him 8o ho would go and tuke a chace of the next bt vhich would be
along in an hour or two. He stood o the deck near the gangplank with has
bundle in his hand and on i“elugnman's arriwl with a curt order

that B go ashare ard Whalen's demand that he be ¢iven his wages, the
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point-d the gun at “fhalen:a face and fired,the shot taking

offect in the center of fa ehead and killing Yhalen ins tantly,

:he crew of the boat were horrified and terror stricken but no attempt
was made against the captain . *his all happened about 9 o'clock and a t
11 the #lmota on hor way down was hailed by the Spokane amnd ran along=
side when Baughman gave himself into the custody of Capt.®® V,P. Gray

and together the two boats proceeded to cel:}lo arrlving thero about 5
Peleo £t this time the Almota was again on the river for a trip o two.
I went ©80016d80AdGNAGd aboard md theve lay "halen's body elongside
the boiler casing covered with a blanket and a trickle of blood across

the decl, swely a grucsoms spsectacles

Arrivirg & Celilo excitoment at ance broke out} the wharfboat
crew of gbout 20 men togp ther with the deck hands of three beats
and sane other sympathizers fram the boat head crew all mounted the
portage train for The Dgalies, Baughman went on the same traln and on arrival
was turned over to the custody of the she iff of "asco county,

JeB. Crossens,
The crowd fran Celilo was at once joined by thevharf crew of about

25 mon andthe crews of both the ,R., Thompson amd the Mountain “ueen,
Baughman was talen to & room in the Umatille house and protected
by a guard. Soon a large c anpany had formed with a proposed plan of taking
Baughman captive and hanging him or falling in this to fire the hotel,

By 8 o'clockthe town was in a panice lany of the men had got violently

d runk amd all saloons wers ordered closed. L ouis Johnsm » 8 blac k-

smith's kelper fran the shop seemed the chosen lesder of the mob and
flourishing a rope led a few Irishmen of the company employees. Dill S&@®an

Doranineluded were trying to quiet the moba. By11 asslated by the Palgawhn
Brothers and Hadley ami Sinnott of the hotels

Finatly it was decided to r emove the prisomer to safer quarters
and soonthe puards comsisting of the Sheriff and Captain McNutt, Gray,

Sampsmam Trcupe with t @ prisoner int s ir midst and all carrying pistols



19 came down and passed through the mob , out into the street and
dark, tho prismer taken to a secret place for protection until the
Sunday morning when he was put aboard the down boat at the cattle chute
down the river a mile from tl:le vharf.

legal moceedirga. were later instituted agalnst "aughman and after
a change of venue e was aqultted, the d_efa'nse being the right o a ship
master to quell a mutiny among the crew. #fter s ane months Baughman came
back to the upper riveram the very men vho had been so violent
that nigh at "_':he Dglles quietly consented to serve as deckhands
with him and no attempt was ever made to disturb faughman.

Aang the storles timt wre told at the time of the rioting was one

of “aughman in 1861 having killed & deckhand at Lewiston with a
08p% capstanbar whilethe boat was laying at the beach, #1so that he
wilfully run a man in a skifi' down ami drownc d him, this latter event
happing near Cathlamet, "ash, in 1874, ;Lhe Oregonian of October 30,

1887 had a letter fram Captain J.H.D. Gray of “storia who was matey
with éaughman at the time of the Lewliston inc ident, Cray's letter wms
written to justify the act, claiming that it wa: anact of self defensg,

I myself have seen an instance of Baughman's violent temper while I
Was a:sistant engincer on the Yecident on tre Willamette river in
the spring of 76, I_ closing I would mention that Whalen's body lay in
state in the fire engine house over Sunday amd was buried by Father Mackey in
the Catholic cemetery , nothing ever being learned of his connections,

“4fter finishing & job of wool hauling on July 3, 78; I returned
to The Dalles that evening expecting to have a holiday on the 4th
I wasmet at the Umatilla hous and ordered to have the Idaho ready
next morning et 9 for a trip to Hood River given by the United ynday
schools, #11 was ready an time and under com em of captain F req Wilson
we steamed away with flags flying and a fine daya .

After a hap.y day we lef t for home by 6:50 pems. W had on
the return trip fri nds from Mosier amd fraom Husbaﬁds landinge. At
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Mosler we ran too lam on the beach and were two hwirs gotting of I again
and another delay at Husbands for the same veason. On arriving & home
at 1< peme half the town was at the wharfbost wondering at our delay and
all f earful tlwt we had Wwen captured b Indians for the bannock«Plute war
Was One
Mre Smith foreman of the s hop was wal ting for me with orders for me % o
go at once to the & op yard where an engine was val ting to t akems to
Celilo. .
"Never mind thisboat, we will take care of her in the moz'ning,: he
vaild, I arrived at Celilo at 3 a.m. My orderas tere to huve the
Spokane in readiness at 6 a.me of the 6th to take on board soldiers
w ith their equipment andiroceed tc Umatilla ard probably to Wallula
under commAnd o Major John A, Kress of ti® Ordinance corps of vancosyer.
‘he Spokane was in "yaid up" comdition and hed been cut of service
all the past winter,
. Ididn"t go tobod for there was no bed and besides it was
dim daylight and I began to take in ¢t o situati on. 4t breskfast at
less House I found a Mr. Stockham who wa: to help me, Ho knew nothing
about a steamboat and not ruch about erngines, his only experience in
that line havig been with farm engines down in Yalifania. However he
was a good mMand, both willing and arxﬂ.ogs to h‘elp." Wé were certainly busy
that day with boiler empty, the pitrans disconnected, frant eylin er hedds
off and many pipe jointa to be remade. ‘
“t 7 6 peme wo were hooked 'ip afedd again and b egan getting up
steam and at 50 pounds I tried tlings ogt and said "Iy ready.” In
the early evening as the partage train we leasting for The Dalles
1 pave the conductor of the train a mte to Mr. Smith to send ® an
assistant engineer and & firemn by train in the morning. #t 9:30 we
wers arouscd by the news that the hw tile I,dians were between Celilo
and The Palles, :
The train was on its trip back to Celilo with Johnny Yary, engineer,
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who imagined he saw the Indians lurking asmong tihe bushes about three
miles ou st of “he Dalles. The train stopped & d backed to The Dalles where
the general alarm was made ard a company of citizens formed a nd armed
with the ir‘ personal weapons a nd the train staridda gain on its trip. Tee
orders wre wired to Celilo that every man, woman and child should hasten
-aboard the Spokane and the boat +to runacross the river to Snug Harbor,
There wore probabaply 40 workmen at that time employed in the
boat yard, the wharfboatmen and the Murphy f amily anc “ndersons with
several small children, the “rskines ,man andwife and the company agent,
“11ly McDonald and Dave Clapp to be pilot of the boat. Near 1y everybody
was frantic, the women and children in terror and oh, it was a whoopese,
I'1ll saye.
Stockham with help of some ship carpenters who were busy splitting
cordwood into fine pleces amli with soms painters material were doing
their best to hasten stoam and myself busy about the engine room bn the
seml-darkiness when bang, a the gong to go ahead on the engines,
I call d the pilot end asked what he wanted and he answered "go ahesd m
the engines, we have cast off from t he wharf and are drifting bowards
the falls,
Now there was not stoam enough up to propel the boat and the men at
the furnace warc surely busy hastening the f ire with oil, 30 paint ard
fine wood. There wero same arxious moments for I could look out of the
engine room door anmi see thatwe were surely drifting . Steam was climbing
in the meantime and vhen 1t Imd reached 80 pounds I began using the
engines and probavly in more than five minu es and we would have been
over the f alls, I vorily believe,
Well we finally got across the river aml not long after we could see
the headlights of the train coming emd soon the ling blast of the whistle
was heard and then we returmed badk tothe wharf ba t and our passengers

went ashore « "o later learied that Johnny Cary 86880 had mistaken
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somd cattle for Indians , honce the excitement at The - Halles,

Une can lardly ca:weive the state of m nd of the peo;le for
they had © en fearing theapproach of the hostiles and had picksed guards
out on the easte:'n border of town e
I neverlearm @ why C‘."app ever cut loose fram the wharfboat without having
loearned fran me that the engineer was ready. It nearly gaveme the creeps
now when I recall that hour of terror,
I, the morning of July 6th promptly on time at 6 o'clock the %rain
arrived bringing the scldiers, the major and the "ova nors, “hadwick of
Oregon and Yerry of Yashingtone I went out to the wharf and found these
men and “gent laclorald and the dBAGY canductor of the train having a
conference, Ihadbeenlooling for t he arriffddid otlwr arrivals as
theycamo aboard the board ard n ot seeing any sight of the assistant and
fireman that I had asked for I inquired of the conductor if he had
delivered anfO@BaE & mymessage ard he had beon so busy he had entirely
fa gotten it until he saw me then.
This mdems angry eand I turn o tothe agent and said"I won't go
without aome help for e crews" At once the governors began plead ing
w‘f‘_ﬁth me not to desert thém now as the people in the upper country were
in poril fram the Irdians. Yy tis time the situation had grown
humorous amnd my betier mind told me to go ahea d and sse the fun.
Our crew thqt mrnia vhen we left Celilo conslsted of captain
WP, Gray, Mate “ave “lapp, myaeli; and Stockham and a 17=year -old
boy, John Monahan to ssrve as watchmane
Mor There were 40 soldiei's and two U'esi:].j.mg; guns and fortunately
t he soldiers brought their own subsistence, beans, hard tack, c of fee
ard bacon We had no cook nor steward,nc linen for bunks ard "there you

‘L"og;arty." We had the pots and pans in the galley and the cooking range

are
and tlp soldiors got busy amd fixed up a breakfast of sorts and we were

On Our vaye
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