Indians
Shakers

1he repeesentation of a new and unique religion attended the mee*ing
of the Presbytery of Olymnda Wednesday. -

They were all Indians and the religion which they represent is one
all thelr own, and one about which 1ittle has ever been published,
though it has been the subject of a government inquiry,

To the Indians the, sect. is known-as the Tschadam. By the
whites it has heen dubbed theShaker religion, thoughjits doctrine
is not the same as that held by the Shakers of the eastern states.

‘re denomination was frunded in October, 1881, by John

Slocum , a Mud Bay Indian. It now numbers about 600 members,.comprising
Indians from all tribes in Western Washington and is reaching out
into the Yakima country.

The way it came to be founded is this®

John Slocum was.an Indlan of sporty proclivities. He had a
powerful and consumding thirst forfire water, which absorbed
Jamacia ginger or paim-killer in lieu of whiskey or alcohod straight,
He also wass themost confirmed gambler of his tribe and thers never was
an Indian horse race in which he was not prominent.

One October night he fell sick in his mind. He thought about his
wicked#t ways and’ was sad. Then, at 4 o'ckock -one morning to all
intents and purposes he died., F.r six long hours he remaineduin this
lifeless condition.

Then he sat up and rroceeded to tell his people of his experiences.

He had died, so he said,and h s soul had parted from “is body.
As 1t arose from the lifeless clay it looked back and saw its
forme~ habitation as though it belonged to some ore else. John then

went on to say he went to heaven. There was a big fence around it and



He looked over. Inside were manv of *1is friends who had crossed
the ®Bloomy river of death , but the maiority were not
there. Jhhn inferred they were in anot>er nlace. An angel
came out to meet him and saild:"John, you've been a pretty bad Indian."
There are ‘ust two thjhgs vou can do now,'John. You Can go down
to hell or vou can go back to earth and preach to vour people!
John preferred’ the latter proposition
as the angel pictured in burning peppoate a hell which even exceeded
John Calvin.s idea. Then the éngel and the wandering "ndian soul sat
down dbutside thefence, and the angel told John what he must tell
his peOple;
In the first place he must instruct them not to drink whisky.
That was foremost. Then the code of morals was laid down. Lying,
gambling, cheating and horse raci-g and licentiovusness were
among the vices prohibited.
The code was a simple one which the Indian mind could comprehend,
After Tohn had learned it all he was put back into his body and
immediately came to 1ife to the great wonder of ‘his people.
He strait way began to preach and within Sou¥ weeks had
a small church erected. ‘hat was in 1881, Since ‘then the demonination
has grown and is now very strong. It owns church edifiices at
Mud Bay, Oyster Bay, Cowlitz, Chehalis and™uyallup. It has & dozen
ministers,
The religion is a combination of Roman Catho'icism, Protestanism
'and tomanamus or Indian medicine.
A ‘report was sent the government by Agent “ells on the’
subject and one of the departments at Washington pronounced
the scheme or'r ligion similar in some reppects to
the messiah craze armong the Sioux. The sect acknowledges God and

His Son, Jesus Christ, as theS vior of the world, but does not accept



the Bible, saying "What do we need with that? “ur John Slocum

kas in heaven just twelve years ago and he can tell us all about it.
They use the same argument with reeard to moralitv., Certain it is

they are moral in character andsober, but they are evidently in a

measure fanatics--Tacoma Ledger, October, 1R93,



Indians

Neah Bay
e.."0pr Indians are making great nr parations for sealing,
Many of them will st=rt this month,
The decision of the arbitrators in the sealing matter
gives the Indians the advantage as shooting is forbidden. The Indiars
can wield the spear with more dexterity and effort than the white
man,
I am glad the governments of the world are taking an incaeest.
in these animals that seem half human,
Of course most of the seals that are killed in Bering Sea
are bachelor seals, They do not succeed in getting wives, not
being strong enough and have to herd by themselves on rocks
and islands where the breeding seals are not,
These bachelor seals are ot often rmore than six years old,
The seal is a very tamable and affectionate animal, In Intelligence
it is dqual or saperior to the dog., Its cousin, the sea lion, is
most useful to the natives of “ering Sea. They make boats_from its
skin, waterproof clothing frem its intestines and oil pouches from
its stomach,
Its whiskers they send to fan Francisco where they are sold for
one cent apiefe to the Chinese who use them to pick their opium
pipes and in certain mysterious religioucs ceremonies,
Another time I wlll tell you QbdG&#0O&H more about this
amphibious ani al-- Albert Wilgus, M.D. Neah Bay, January 13, 189,



Indians

A delegation of Indians headed by Interpreter Charley Ike, visited
ihe herald office on Monday to express their indignation at the
de:cerration of their graveyard on the hill below Union Gap.

This cemetery was established about thirty ye rs ago when “hief
Kotiakin transferred the remains from the scattered graves to this
location. There are now about 400 Indiansburied there, mainly of
the Yakima tribe including Kotiakin , his brother, Tean -nanie, the med-
icine man who was murdered by Indianq&or failure to drive the evil
children out of some shick children.

The outraged feelings of the Indiansare due to some
white vandals tearing down and carrying away about 300 yards
of the fencing surrounding the cemetery, and
they are asking for the punishment of the thieves. They say
the +ndians recognize the sacredness of the white man's
"God's acre" and think that the same consiceration should be shown

their burial spot--Yakima ferald, February 7, 1895.

The Indians report that four of their best “hinook dancers
were selected lact week and with chants and dancing promised to bring
the Chinook winds in exactly four days. That period was up 2t
2 o'clock on Sunday and proumptly on time the first breath of
the balwiny, snow banishing wind was felt at Toppenish and in 24 hours
scarcely a vestige of the beautiful was left--Yakima Herald Feb 7, 18;2.

=



The Yakima tribe of Indians contemplate holding an election
in the near future for the purpose of choosing a head chief.
Younyg Kodian, son of the late Kotiakin will probably be chosen. He is
22 years of age, of good size and carriage andwears his blanket like
a prince of the royal blood.
Indians say that if he is séle:ted the coming pom pom dances will he

conducted with unusual vigor and pomp--Yakima herald, Eeb. 7, 1899.

fillie John, brother of “aptain Jeohn, who' after "getting the power
was mysteriously killed in the Walla Walla country, claims that he is
the residuary chief of the Yakimas and that he intends to
maintain that position against all usurpers.

e was the second chief during the lief of Captain

John and under the laws of the tribe he will becomie head chief at his
brother;s death.
. ?e says that no election:will have any force and that he has made
his hereditary claims impregnable by paying off
the store debts of the members of his tribe through the s-crifice of
a good many horses. The sun and salmon dances of the Indians will

be held in the medicine house below the _ap in about six weeks-

Yakima *“erald, Feb. 14, 1895.



Balouse,. (Lewis and Clark)
Giobs and railroad report.
In Yov. T I. Stevens report to Capt. Gearge B.Mc“lellan--Yeneral
McCilellan, a f terward, whohad charge o a ranch of Sitevens! work under
date March 4, 1854, says: 2
YAt the crossing of the ®nake river at the mouth of the Peluse
(Palouse) we met with an interestirg relif. The chief of the band,
02009 Viattai-wattal-how-1lis, in coming to visit Capt. Mc“lellan,
exhlbited with great pride the medal presented to his fatherny
Ke=-powh-kan by CaptainsLewisa m “lark. It is of silver, double and
hollow, having on the observe a medallionbust with t he legend,'Th-
Jefferson, President of the U.,S.AD 1801 ard on the reverse the
vliasped hands, pipe and battle-axe crossed with the legend, 'Peace
and Friendship.' This well describes this grade of medal. ‘he medallion
partralt is of Jeff'erson, of cour se, and the medal is two and one
eighth inches in diameter. ‘h60dfe Of6dABORHADER D6 tild 6@

Wonderland 1900,



Palouse
Kahlotus, "ash #pri1l23- A4 delegation of 50 Palouse and
Columbia river Indians with about 300 ponies and c amp equipage have
been camped here this week on their annual tour to Moses
lake where they gather youse, the redman's bread.

4t Moses lake they will meel delegations of t he Umat( 11a andMoses
tribes and ane xtended display of horse racing, stick gemblin ,
6 tce will be made. About a month of this , more or less
gcco ding to the sporit of the participants willd ecide the ownership of
the ponles after which many will return qOme without their ponies
but with the happy consciousness of having had a big timee...
The Spokesmen Review, April 24, 1903



Indians

A band of Nespelim Indians who were camped across the river the fore
part of the week succeseded in catching a number of salmon,

They swam their horses across the stream Monday and A
went on their way to the hop fields at Yakima-Wenatchee Advance,
September 2, 1903,



Indian a gents

Umatille

M& jor Edwards, agent of the Umatilla indian res ivation who
recelved notoriety here last fsllwhen he a ttempted tohandcuff

a deputy sheriff is agein in trouble at Pendleton,

“t the Umatilla agency this month the rese vation jail was
destroyed by fire, five Indians losing their lives one of whom
was & Yakima Indian who hai been imprisoned for drunkeness while
visiting his friends among the Umatilla tribs,

The Indians censured Major Edwards for the condition of t he Jail, ass-
erting that he was resonsible forthe death of the five red men and
they decided toh old an investiration,

While theywerseh olding their court on the reseevation
Ma jor ‘_"dwards ordered them to d%® pperse. *t the same time
C.J. Perguson the stenographer employed by the Indians tot ake
testimony was ordered of f the rese vation and all of G is notes
promptly demanded by the agent. They wor surrendered and Ferguson
hastened to Pendleton,

Thwarted in their efforts to hold & c ourt of inquiry on the
reservation, the place of holding court was transferred to
Pendleton. Stenogra pher Ferguson took the testimonigof several
witnesses and 1tws expected that the inquiry will be
completed today. ‘he result is eagergy awaited. Edwards
decl res_that thelIndiam &re animat d by e his enemies
in pursuing their present course and he hss

no fear whatever as to what the decision may be=-The Yakima

Herald, ~eb. B, 1907.



41k teeth Indian reliocs

locations

H.C. Creviston, an operatar of the NP railroad at
Pomona 1s the possessor of a siring of elk teeth which he
procured in & strange way and with them a mmber of Indian
relics and ourios,

Mpo. Yreviston during his idle time a few @ays ago went to the
mouth of the Wenas or ek where he was prospecting about in an
idle sort of way.

He turned over some dirt and apperently uncovered an ancient Indian
grave,

In 1t were a largse number of elk tieth, same bones s 8Ome Vv essels of
one kind and another and other articles, the character of which
has not been determined.

“hile some of the teeth wers discolored and decayed past any
usefulness the others will permit of & polish and will be easily
converted into supericr ornaments..’he¥akima Herald, May 28, 1909



Indian-Fishing rights =

Indians and white men in the number of a dozen are to give
testimony todey as to the anclient fish ng places along the Goliumbia
river and also as to the @08 ancient manner of taking fish.

This is to establish the r ight of the I1,dians to f ish in places
where thelr fathers fished and to take their food in the same .
manner a8 their fathers took it,

It 1s to determine whether o0ld treaties stand or whether a new
order of things as come sbout, The Indians and the white men came
to North YakimaThursday fram I‘ ort Simcoe and franm the “olumbia
river,

"fhey will give thelr testimony tody at the federal car t before
4.G. Avery United “tates “ttorney of Ppokane who represents thea torney
general, |

Indian Agent S.A.M. Young from Fart 51 coe 1 in to see that the
rights of the original inhabitants are taking care of,

It 1s because of a mrotestby Seugert Bros, of the Columbia
river that the matter is up.

The Messrs Seuffert have purcha sed land at Yelilo on the Columbia
river and have excluded the Indiansfran fishing therefram,

The Indians claim thqt wnder t reaty rights they may take game where
it had always been taken by the tribes and in the manner
always f ollowed,
They claim the the Celilo pools have been a fishing ground
ever since the Urest Spirit made fish ami the Medicine man invited th
them up the streams.

*fish were taken there for food generations before the time
when lewis aml Clark and their followers deperded upon the fish
Indlans for food which saved them from starvation.

Tmey have beentaken t her ever since the white man came tn the

coast totrade or down the streams from the east to trap and hunt



Tpe right they claim is there end they will furnish testimony
today to prove that they have no belief that the Messrs
Seuffert, in purchasing land along the r iver purchased the
right to exclude them f rom the greatest sorce of food supply known
1n their history-The Yekima Herald, Jume 30, 1909,



Indians
Population

Washington, Oct. 11, 1909~ The popular ildea that the #“merican
Indians'am decreasing in number is disappiated by official figures
showing tod gy that there are mare than 300,000 red men in the United
Statese
':'"he inerease in population is ab it 40,000 during the last two
decades is sttribued to t he govermment'!s constant effort
to uplift the I, dian to the level @&f contemporary civilization,
lhree and one-half million dollars is being expended by
the United ®tates annually for the education of more than 30,000
Indian boys and girls,
Public men whose work has brought theminto close touch
with the Indians & 6 impressed with the view that the r ace is
mogressing so mpidly that eventually the government will 1ift
its guardianship over the m--DRA0&aE.



Indians=Lumni

Seattle, “ash. Nove 22« 1909.--Whisky, consumptionamd the white
man have camped on the trail of the Lymni tribe of Indians arnd but
three of this ace powerful nat ion survive.

Once the Lumni numbered thousands and defled the most powerful
tribes of the narthwest. The ariginal territory held by this
tribe occuples the region wherein lie t e (Olympia pedidsidd
mountains. Many battles were waged against the northern
indians fram British Columbia and Vancouver Island.

“he decline ofthe Indians on Lumni reservaticn became alarming
a yoar ago when 100 died fram heart disease, S incethen the
survivors, num ering 150, have been dying rapidly, whisky
taking the remainder untlil anly an old squaw and two young men
are left,

:Lhe Lumni Indins were the original champioms of aquatic sports
and carried off all hanors in canoe races and paddling

exhibitions with the northern tribes--0Qe



I, dians

Washing ton, July 22=--To determine the extent to which
Umatilla Indians in Oregon are capable of bearing the
responsibilities of citlizenship the interlor department has
appointed a competency commlttee,

This commission consists of F,J. Summerville of Pendleton,
Edward L, Swartzlander, superintendent o the Umatilla
Indian school and Chase F. McChesney,special Indianagent
There are aboutl,200 red men belonging to the Cayuse, Umatilla or
Walla Yalla tribes on the r eservation--Yakima :'epublic,

July 29, 1910,



Palouse:

Chief Pig Sunday cegs judge to stop pillaging of Indian graves

Walla Walla, “ash May 28-Disiressed over ravages being worked in the
ancient burying ground of his tribe on the Palouse river near {'ishook
ferry, Chief Big “unday of the Palouse Indians appeared b efore Judge
Brents in the superior court here Paturday begging for a paper to stop
the vandalism of whites,who,he declared, are pillaging the
graves for curios to sellin eastern markets,

“hief Big “unday with two companionsm c me all thewayf from
the Palouse c;untry to "alla Walla to s ek aidbecause he knew
ferry Lyons, now clty treasurer, whohas for years been an interpreter
for the Ipdians and who formerly was a close friend of many of
them when Lions ferry, on the Snake river, was an irportant crossing.
Lyons appe red with the Ipdians acting as their imterpreter
and after they were unable to secure the injunction from the court
they appealed at the office of Francis 4. Garracht, an attorney,
to seek his aid. .

“"ith tear-wet cheeks and conntenance plainly showing his anguish the
old Indian delivered an eloquent oratione “pokesman Review, May 29,

1911,



Indians
Bagket making. “alife.

Porterville, “alif, Basket making smong the Piauti Indians who
form the majarity € the amall remaining population of the Tule Ipdisn
‘: eservation is rapidly becoming & lost art end the fbw baskets
now made by the older squaws of the tribe comrand & fancy price and
are difficult togt,.

Some womde:ful examples of the older work remain in the hands
of the older Indlans vhorefuse to part with it, as there 1is
& ceremonial significance attached tosmme o it,

4.,P. Edmundson, sgent in charge of th reservation is doing
his best to induce ths younge:rr wamen to learn basketry and has
succeeded in inducing a half dogzen of the girls to take up the
warke None o them show the sk 11 of the old warkers , however,
who often started their play with implementis of basket meking,

Uood specimens of the "suno baskets which are the ms t
complicated design to ua;e, are no longer tobe had and not
more than half a dogens pecimens remain on the reservation.
f'he last of these baskets sold brought $76 for perfect ones.
Yourger Indians seem to fail utterly to appreciats
the money-making possibilities of thebasket craft and prefer to
sperd a few weeks each year picking fruit, orjoining the other
Indians in an excursion tothe hop fields while they remain
in ldleness for the remairder of the year .
4t the mresentrate , in a fow more Q& years, basketry
among the Plautis willbeanother added to the list of
lost handicraftse=The Yakima Herald, Nov, 29, 1911,



Indians..Burialse.

Vihite 1Zlufi‘.‘s, lloVe 18=tith full funera l ceremonies accordddg to
chiefs of their tribe, the Columbia river Indians buried the body of
b-Ke-‘”fa-To on beautiful Craig island a few miles above fihite
biurrs,

Thechief was the oldest of the Columbila river Indians, his
tribesmen declaring him to be over 100 years of age. ‘*hile a ttempting
to negotiate the fas" water of lock8s landing his canoe was capsized
and he was drowned in two feet of water. fle was almost
blimd from agee.

811 the I~dians in this part of the valley and many fram distant
points attended the funeral=.The Yok ima Yerald, Nov. 20, 1912,



“4rtifacts--Maryhill
Exploration. Edward S,

vurtis.,

Spokane, 10ve 83=Photo rahs of two sculpture dneads fashioned
fran stone are on their way to museums and scientific authar ities in
many parts of the warld on a mission ofw historical interest to
thewe ste |
“dward 5, Curtis, the f amous Indian pnotogra pher believes the stone
heads wercmade by Indians to represent the fimt two white
people who penetra ted ito the Columbia river long pefore the days of
Lewis and “lark. The heads were found bu ied deep below the fQBac
surface of the ea th at the ranch of “amuel Hill near Maryhill, "ash,.
Mr. (’urtis, whohas spent ten years among the Tidians
Investigated the s trange fid anihas ascertained at least tohis
own satisfaction that superstition caused thered men tofashion
the heads as likenesses of the fird; white men they ever
FaW,
Tradition has it that two Spaniards, more than a century ago,
survived & shipwreck during an expdoring expedition up the
Columbia river amwere adopted by the Indians.
jhey bslle ved them to be supernsat ural beings because of
theif strange accomplishments and appearance, :'he features on

the heads are d istinctly Caucasian--‘he “akima Harald, Nov. 27,1912,





