Nev. 11,1958
¥r. el Harmon, city editor,
Sandusky Register Star “ews,
sandusky, Ohio,

Dear Sir:

I am wondering if there is a historicel society at Sandusky you
could refer this letter to or some eazer-beaver of a gal with & historical
and research bent on your staff,

Miss Jo Ann Shore and I have for somé time bcen enraged in ressarch
thet hes led us to need for somebasic knowledge of thenCivil viar era
at Sandusky and a copy of & photograph, Also, & rough "loecation® map,

The aubject: The Union Prison on what was known as Jomson's Jsland.

ie haven't concentrated on that phase of our project yet and frankly
don'y know if Johnson s ‘aland st1ll exists, what it looks like now eto,

nt we do know it wes a Union prison in 1863 for =some 1,200 men, most of
them Southern Qfficers. (And they were very well trest-d there.)

The hand sketched map would nnt have to be elaborate. Yerhaps an old
map of Sandusky would show the location. -t could be done freehand in
pencil on plsin parer,

Wotd need a 1ittle historical baclkerecund of the prison., The ertensive
War of thr Rebellion records 140 wvols, have, as vet, yielded nothing
much on this prison, I+ was call . Johnson s lsland.

We'a esEecialiy aprreciaste "atmosphere" meterisl. And as yet the
Netional Brchives haven_t been thoroughly canvassed on ph tos, They
may have some, if the copy photo or copy neg presents a aroblem,

The "first cheekout" wouldn t have to be too extensive, b ut & get
acqiainted deal. Henocs the sufirestion “or contact with some gal on your
staff with a histaorical bent who conld pick up later on & s scond go-round.,

Aslde from the phote negative we'd hold the first checkout down
to around 7,50 or ¥10,

And please feel free to pass this letter along where you think it
will have best results,

Sincerely





