lr. J.8. Whiting, February 28,1953

4520 Fauntleroy “va,,
Seattle 5, Vash,

Dear friend Whiting:

I have been ﬁondering 1f you vould accépt an
appointment as & member of our far-flung research committee (Fort
Simcoe at Mool Mool Hestaration Societys) It ien't as bad as it
sounds. |

Of cowrse, most of the work of the committue will be dome right here
in Yakima, but I wish to cover all the area with the best in the ir fiedd,
and your position would add importance to the comittee.

We will gathor material such as "ilbur letters, documents, Fort
Simcoe lotters and documents , making coples of them,

We will compile & bibliography of such originals as we can locate
and aleo a card index of actual relics and artifacts portaining to
the forte ZILibraries will be checked and a bibliography will be
compiled covering lort Simcoe, Photographs will be "borrowedx and
negatives made for the files, and those requested,"restricted"
will be retaired in the f iles that way. One of o x first, and probably
rape meetings, because 80 much of this work must be dame by writing,
will be a fleld day, ‘larch 22 at Fort Simcoe. Mr. Bennett, at Wnite Svan
and the Tribal Council committeeman will assist in getting out same
0ld timers from the roservation. “omittoemen will pair off with them
and vrlte down rocollections as they tar the mmke fort, Then these
will be transcribed i'or tho files,.
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.Present members Includes I, Dean Guie, liss S,I. Anthon, Mrs. J.J.
Bartholet and Vr, :'sctar Jo'hnston (Methodist minister interested in
histery and the Wilbur éngle, a .l of Yakimay Mps, Thelms Kimmel
of Ton e‘nish, who has written newspaper articles about Simcos and
1s warking on father Wllbur masterialj Mrs. Guy Travis of Prosser,
author of "Umatilla Trc1l," who has campiled a handbook of the fort;

a repre sentative to be nam‘d by the Tribsl “ouncils Yr. Kuykendall

of Pomeroys Dr. “riffith of the Dalles and Mps, Mertha Ferguson lcKeown,
Hood River, author, who has an extensive library and acceus to Oregon
library and othor sources.

What we want to do is impress the entire stat® with the deep
research wo are undertaking, and by blanketing the entire state,
eventually, I belleve thils will smoke out many things at present unknown,.
So, I hope you will serve with us , not binding yourself to anythi g
in the way of attending meetings, typewriting lon; reports etce. but
by lending your experience, knowledge where wo cin trace out material
etcs Hope you cn let me know soon, tecause I wish to announce the
comittee

Incidentslly, I have acquired s veral items lately you would be
interested in: Ammual repart of Brigadiler -Usneral John Uibbon,
commarding Depte of the Columbla, fa year 1887, Yovers statt, roster

Parracks -

of troops; brief reports from the places covered; Boise
¥ort Canby, ‘ort Klamath, ¥ort Shermen,Fort Spokane, Fort fownsend,
Fort ‘a 1la Walla, Vgncouver Barracks, etc. Also, report of J. Ross
Brovneon the late Indian war in Oregon amd Washington territoriless
Report of Capt. H.D. Wallen of his exped tion in 1859 from Dalles
City to Great Salt “ake and back (with map} etce My Indian re:earch
is also pro;re:sing beyond all expectationse(My typist for my msept.
has not yot returned from emorgency duty in federal court at Spokane)
Dpop me a note wisn you get time and start keeping your eyes open

for matarial, plz. Sincerely
¢click Relander
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