HOSIT24L ROCK FPORMERLY SEAT OF INDIAN GOVERINMENT
PICKNICKING SPOT IS OF PARTICULAR HISTORICAL PROFIT

Great Hatural Shelter Used By Indisne as Pribdal Headquarters,

Hospitel, Store House for Over 2,000 Tribesmen

(By Welter Fry, in charge Nature Guide Service; Sequoia Hational Park)

It is the glory of the Sequoia Hationmal Park that it containe not
alone the mightiest forest and groiis of California Big Trees (Sequoila
Gigantea) but aleo many other regiona'sf majeetic scenery and historical
interest, Not the least of t ese is the noble cenyon of the Kaweah
River, a stream which tumbles within a fow miles from the 13,000 foot
peaks of the Groat Western Divide down to the oak and yucca=clad foote
hills of the Three Rivers district.

About six miles above park headquarters at Ach Mountaln (Alder
Creek) near the north bank of the Middle (or main) Fork of the Kaweah
River, stands Hospital Rock. This mammzoth glacial boulder is about
eixty feet long and twenty feet thick; and it overhangs in such a way
that there is a circular room under one vide. Thie natural dwelling
place is thirty feet long and seven feet bighe Over fifty people might
8lt in this room and, indeed, in the days when Hospital Rock wee a great
Indien Rancheria the room was used for tribal gatherings,

A Scenic Amphitheater

Just one glance at thim Houpitael liock country ie d 1 that is necessary
to convince ome of ite great importance as an Indiaen rancheria, It is
one of the most beanutiful epots of the Sierras, Situated at an elevation

of £,600 feet, it 1s poiced beslde the beautiful tree end vine bordered
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canyon of tho Kaweah ilivere-a brawling, foaming torrent. Llioro and Castle
Roockes, like guarding seantinele, stand a little %o the castward on either
#i1de of the canyon, und 1ift their enléﬁﬁal domee heavenwerd from 4,000
to 6,600 feet above the river. 4t Hospital Kock the canyon widens out
with sloping expanse to about four miles in width and oﬁe? 4,000 feet
in depth, The lower 'ﬂlopeﬁ are heavily otudded with six varictics of
‘acorn bearing oakn as woli ae other graceinl deciduoe trees, while the
upper cresis are vordersd with heavy foreste of pine and seguoia. It
is in this canyon that most af the wild animals of the region for miles
aromnd are forded fo spend the winter monthe when deecp Enow clothee the
higher country. In the river fish abound. Thus it will be seen that
the Indians of this camp were in a position to obtain both acorns, deer
and bear meat and fish with but little effort,
An listoricel Spot

0f great hietoric interest im +his Hospitul Hock and surrounded by
an atmosphere of romance. Before the white man came to California and
for an all too short period thereafter, this region wae an Indian raencheria,
Indecd it was ono of the principal gathering places for Indiane in this part‘
of the state. The massive natural house served as a storehouse for
supplics, a hoepital for the sick and for new born bubes, lere was the
seat of government for over two thousand indians. Here wae the home of the
chiefs and medicine men f the tribe, where councile were held, marrisge
ceremonies solemnized and funeral rites given. It was Lere that the men

of the tribe returned from long hunting expeditions tp reuf and recuperate,
Eere 1t was that campfires wore kept burning the year round. Tho Indiane 1
belonged to the Potwisha tribe; the dividing line betweon this tribe and

the valley Indians of the Watchumma tribe was at Lime Kiln Hill, Lemon

CO".



Pictograph Recorde of Fast Daye

On the south wide of the rock there ie a snooth perpendicular surface,
20 ﬁeet by 380 feet, where the builder sélit in twain by the lNaster Eaadn\6£
the Universe, This expanse of smooth roeck ie covered by hlerogiyphlice and
piceture paintiange, dark rod in color, and for which no key or inmterpretatiam
hus yet been found. Latter day Indians claim that these makings wore made
before their time and that they cannot interpret'tham; nor 4o they even
know the ingredients and maberials used for pﬁinting these soeomingly ine
dostructible pictures, It would therefore seem that a prahiatbric people
inhebited thie epot, a people antedating perhape by centuries tls Indians
who were there when the white men came in the middle of the nincteenth cone
tury. Although thie region shows signe of having been inhabited down throug
the ajges no writtem records were left except these hieroglyphic'and pilcto=
grepa wtitinga which have not yet been deciphered,

For hundrede, yes, perhape thousands éi years thofnie primeval peoplos
lived out their livee according to their dectiny at thie Hospital Rock ranch
eria with little or nothing & disturb them., But when white men entered
their country end took practically eli their land avay from them it was a
serious and painful matter forthe Indisms, For then they were compelled to
surrender their birthplace and the home they loved o well to a stronger
and more enlis tencd race of peoples This they 414 without bloodshed or
armed reaistance, They lef$ their lande to our keeping with tcarful eyes
and melancholy thoughts and departed forever to other landp--we know not
where. For the tribe i® now practically extines, and not one remains in
| tho vicinity to tell its sad story.

In view of the long occupancy of thie regiop by Imdians, both prehiste
oric and modern, it may Sa expoeoted that when ite archacology ie careiully
“tudied many interenting fects and objects will be disoclosed, Leanwhile

8ll oxcavation or dicturbance of oxieting conditions is {forbidden under
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National Park Service regulations,
Serliest Settler's Story

Regarding the Indiens' former occupancy of the Hospital Rock country
and the Tree Rivers region, this in best given in g report from the late
flale D, Tharp who was the first white porson te enter the Three Rivers
country and the Sequoia National Park reglon. This is the account as I
obtained it from him on May 256, 1910:

"When I firet came to the Three Rivers country in 1856, there were
over 2,000 Indians living along the Kaweah Rivers above Lemon Cove.

Their headquarters camp wage at Hoepital Rocke That was the seat of ‘
government where all tribal bﬁainass was trapsgcted and fostivities were -
held. Chief Chappo, his council, end the medicine men lived there. The -
camp was never vacated during either winter or swmer and the canpfires

were kept continually burning. A1l the Indiane who were gick, extremely old
or crippled, aB well ae most of the women with younys babics remained there
the year round, During the summer months a great many of the Indians

wont to the highei mountains, but the camy at lospital Kock was alvweys kept
filled,

"I made my first trip to the Hospital Rock camp during the summer of
1868, Chief Chappo and I had become the very best of friemds and he asked
me to come up and stey with him over night. He sent down two young Indian
mon to pilot me in, as there were no trails in the country, just Indian
foot-pathe, I went on horseback and it took me about eight hours to work
ny way in, the distance being about 18 miles from my Three Hivers ranch,
when I arrived at the camp Cheppo and hie men extendod me a cordial welcome
and gave me the best hie camp afforded. lie called out ¢very individual
in the camp a:étguoh dignit& and long ceremonyintroduced me %o all. There

wore over 600 Indians then living at the camp. Uy errivel at tie camp
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excited the curiosity of most of the Indiens, as I was the first white
man that had ever vicited their camp, and only a few of their leaders
hed ever seen a wiite person before. 4e for myeelf, I did not attract
half so much attention as did my horse and saddle, my weapons, and the
clothing I wore. These were all new to most o the Indiane for they
had never seen such things before,

"On.éhe following morning Chappo showed me all through his camp and
explained ite many advantages over that of others. It was the cleancst
eamﬁ that I have ever ceen, He showed me the houmerock,'the epring, the
river, the sweate-houses, and what extra supplies he had. The suppliee
waere @l 1 stored nicely under the rock, leaving just enough space for two
beds, In one of the beds was a woman with her leg broken, and in the othd
. & woman with a very young baby. The bed mat'resses were bear robes, and
the quilt coverings were of nice white buck®Xif. Nearly all the Indians
vwore buckokin suits. They had great quantitios of acormes, meais, skins,
medicel ﬁnrbs, and other supplies etored under the rocke There was no
émﬂke on tho roam ceiling then. This has been causel by the whites
camping in there aftm; the Indiano left, e ehowe»-.l me tie paintinge on
the rock and asked me to tell him what they meant. - He said that none of
his people understood them, or knew from what material they were mesde., He
had given orders that none of tlv Indians should touch them, as undoubtedl;
they had been put there by some people before their time and that maybe
some day some person would come along and tell him what they meant.

"By the spring of 1862 quite a number of whites had settled in the
~ Three Rivers section, and the Indians were gradually forced out. Thenm ,
too, the Indians hed contracted contagious discaces from the - whites,
such as messles, scarlet fever, and smallpox and they dled off by the
hundreds. I helped to bury 27 in one day up on the Jeam Kelly place.

About this time Chief Chappo and Bome ol Lie men came to sce me, and asked

me to try and atop the whitee from coming into their country. When I



#aid that wae impoesiblo, they all sat down and cried. They told m
that their‘people loved this country, did not.want to leave it, and
knew not where to go. A few days later Chapp6 came to me with tears
in hie eyea and told me that they had decided not to fight the whitee but
would leave the country, From that time on, they moved out little by
little and from time to time until all were gone. I think by the
summer of 1868 the Indians had left tie district. Their Hospital Roeck
camp was the last vacated and they left it clean as a ribbom. For
a few years aftor}th.y lefit one or two of the Indianw would occasione
ally drift in for just a short while; but thie practice soon ceased,
and I gradually lost track of them. I don't know what hes become of
them nowe I named the camp Hospital Hock when Everton got aﬁot there
in 16873."
A Hospital for White Feople
_ ot only has this Hospital Hock been used as a hospital for

- Indlens down through the ages, but o:f. late years it has been used by the
white people in the eame way. |

During the swmer of 1860, John Swanson end Hale D. Tharp, while on
one of their exploration trips, stayed under thie rock for a period of
three days and threc nighte. Swanson had injured bne of his legs so
that the pain and egony prevented him from going further., The Indians
doctored him by binding gié wounde with Lot applications of crushed
green Jjimpcon leaves and bear's fat which practieally curel the patient
within three days,

lHaming the Roek

The name"lospital™ Rock &rosa through an accident that pefel Aifred
Lverton while camping the;e in the auntumm of 1873, MNr. Sverton and
George Cahoon were hunting and trapping for ;ear and had put out several
g6t gune, The guns were to be discharged by moans of etrings attached

to tho triggers and ctretched acrose the trails for the bear to walk into.



Lverton, while traveling through the brush accidentally came in cone

tact with the etring of one of the gune, He received the load in one
thigh, causing a very serious and painful wound, which crippled him

for the remainder of hils life, Cahoon ngcceaded in cerrying Everton -

to the rock under which he left him and went to the mettlement for
agsistance, IHis call for help brought out the following pioneers: Dr.
Bradleyof Visalia; George Cahoon, Joseph Palmer, George Skannon, Almer
Lovelace and Dhris Devoe of Three livers, These men proceeded to liospltal
Rock and Brought Zverton out on a litter the third day after the accident,
As Hoopital Rock the place has ever since been knowmn,

Following the Everton tragedy at Hospital Hock, next comes that of
Jemes Wolvertom, the sick man, It was here that Mr. lolvertom, a pioneer
hunter and trapper, was stricken with a groin abcess while living at
Hospital llock during the spring of 1893, Mr, Jolverton; at that time,
was omployed by Hale DeTharp and his son Hort, as a lookout to preveant
their stock from drifting out of the mounteine from eshove, Ir. lolver-
ton's failure to come down to the Tharp ranch for supplies, a distance of
some 18 miles, on the date agreed upon, caused Nort to suspect that somea
thing unusual had happened--s0 he went to the Rock to see, Upon his
arrivel he found Wolverton lying prostrate end helpless and irmediately
returned to the settlement for assistance. The following named individuals
are the persone who helped ¥r. Tharp carry the patient.to his home: Be We
Southward, Lrneet Britton, Charles W, Blossom, ¥Wm, Reeves, Frank Carter,
im. Trauger, Dick Lane and U; B. Luce, all ofbﬂhrae Rivers, After a short
stay at the Tharp ranch Mr. Wolverton was taken to the Harry Treuger ranch
about Bix miles above Three Rivers, at which place he died and was buried.
Thus onded the calamities at Hospital Rocke

The Heritage of the Inndians

it is a strange coineident and not without interest that in the
creation of the Sequoia National Park, this epot, which may be-tarmed
the capitol grounds and capitol building for the govermment of a tribe

of Indians, wae, inadvertently, included within its boundaries. Nevere
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4&5 fortunately the case, eand lHospital Rock w1l heree
t’*l 44 by posterity in sacred memory of a people that has passed
’§>f}6 fece of the earth,

" Although the Indians that inhabited the Hospital Kock country were
forced to surrender their homes to the white inveders, in so doing they
left an heritege which we, ae white citigens, are morally bound t¢ rege
pect, This is the heritage left by the Indiens:; they turned over to the
white racet he beautiful canyon of the Kaweah river, the spacious amphie
theater around Hospital Rock and the noble forests of sequoia, pine and
fir whieh crown the whole; and when they bequeathed it to us they loft it
with @11 of its natural resources and scenic boapties unimpaired,

0f suck an heritage eovery imericen eitisem should feel justly proud;
and he showld feel the responsibility of handing down that ecenic heritage
unspotled to future gonerations of American®.

~Can the white man do less than the untutored Indisn? Is progress
oqu mﬁasuied by mechanice and man-made things? What profiteth a nation
1£-1% build eity upon city at the cost of destroying all natural boauty?
Let the many civilisatione which have risen--ayc and fallen--answer those
questions, | ' |

As for Americans, they have answered those guestions by creating
the federal roservations known as National parks aend thereby declaring

that the preservation of beauty has ite place in our national life,
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by
Judge “alter Fry

_ hat color is snow? (hite is the natural anawer, which muy Ve
right or wrong, as the case usy be. Spow is generally vhite, 80 white
thet it has bheesme o synonym for exceptional purity. Put encw may also
be red - blood red, se Juige 'alter ¥ry recdlls having seen it on ome or
two oecassi 8 in the Sagi:oin. Haticnal 2arke. |

Judge Frr first enccunterod bloodyysmow in July, 1906, when, w th
two troopers of U. S. Cavalry thea stationed at Gient Forest, he went |
to the tep of Fount Jillism, 11,188 feet, on & snow measuring trip.
They had a hard trip to the summit, na evergt_ing abova 8,000 feet waa
under & heavy Brow blunket; so eominmy back down the mountauin they cut
gsome poles of foxtail pine vlde¢h they used se tobhoggans or brakes to
gpeecd down the frozen slopes of snow, |

They shot dcvn at terrific speed. Trooper Iynch was ukoud of
Judge Fry, snd left a wiite spray of encvw in his weke. But when they
were about at the 10,000 foot level, Judge ¥ry noticed that the enow _
spray behiné Iynch had turned to a bloody rc_l, gnd the marks left by |
bis feet and the pole were, apparently, lines of dlecd, The aight
eickened the Judge, who thought the pole hed troken, stebbing lynech
and cousing s terrible hemorrhages But the red spray tursmed again to Wiy
and stopping to exasine the phenomenon, trey found 'a eircular pateh of rod
gnow shout eight inches deep and on top of over four feet of whieh 8nOve

4 few deys later Judpe Fry returned to weusure the red smow wgaln ,
end found that it had spread in every direetion thirty-six feet, and had
added another ineh in depth. “pecimens 'ere talkon snd eent to thetl, 8-
~ bepertment of .griculture, whose ehaists found it due to a mimute form
of 1ife of the genus Sphuerells.

On another oecusion, in June, 1915, Judge iry was leoking over & prad
road +ith Renger Carl xcllu- and found M- patchés -nf. ved snow in the Clo
Greek basin, mot far from what 18 now the route of the Genersls’ Aighwey I
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‘But color 1s enow? (bite is the natural wnsver, which mey be
right or wrong, s the case mey be. Smow is generally vhite, @0 white
 thut it heo decome & synonym for exceptionsl purity. Dut enow msy aleo
bo red - BI0od rod, as Juige alter Fry recdlls having seen it on ome or

t"o ocoeussl & in the soqu‘oi.a Hational “arke
' Judge frv firet encountered blooly engw in July, 1905, vhen, v th
two troopers of U. 6§, Cavelry mn etationed at Glant Ferut be went
to the top of Fouat 241lism, 11,188 feet, on a snow measuring t-.rip.-
They Bad & hard trip to the swimit, «a everyt ing ebove 8,000 feet was
" unfer & hesvy snow bwjt; s_o coning back down the mountain tm cut
BOIw pelve of foxtail pine witeh thoy msed as tobboggune or brakes %o
epeed dowa the frosen slopes of snow.
They obot dovn at terrific speed, Trooper Iynck was whe d of -
Mp rrr.md left a white mpray of snow in hie weke, But when they
were ebust at the 10,000 foot level, Judge Fry noticed thet the onow
spray behind iynoh had tuwneé to & bloody red, wnd the marks left by
‘hie feetl und the pole vere, appareatly, lines of dlood, The sight
eiczened the Juige, who thought the pole had broken, stebding I.M
and ceusing & terridle hemorrhages BSut the red spray twrneé again to wild
ané stopping te examine the phemomenon, tiey found a eiroulsr pateh of red
snow sbout eight inehes deep and on tup of over zm foot of which snow,
4 few days later Judge iry roturned te messure the red smow egainm ,
uné fuund that 1t had gpresd Ia every direetion thirty-six feet, snd had

" added another inoh in deptha apéeiilm vere taken and sent to thevl, &

Jopurtment of igriculture, whose chemists found 1t due to & winute form
of life of the genus Sphaerells.

Un snother ogousion, in June, 1916, Judge Fry wus looking over & propd
Mﬂﬂkn;cr uwlmunmmﬂnmuumwnmm
mwmzummtummmwmw'nmu
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Bulletiﬁ,Ho. 7 Hature Guide Jervice,
-egquoia National Park

Historical Series

CUQUOIA HATURE GUIDE SEUVICE
(by Walter Fry)
First Ascent of lMoro Rogk

Moro Rock is one of the outotanding features of the Sequoia
Hational Park, and stands at them uth border of the Giant Forest,
I%s creet can be reached on the north side by a climb of less than
four hundred fect; but ome cen look down over the east side at
Hospital Roeck Camp and the Kaweah River Canyon mearly 4,000 feet
belows In 1917 a sories of wooden stairwaye wae cmetructed up
the backbone of the north side of the rock, and since,that time so me
hundreds of thousands of vieitors to the park have made the ascent,

48 people group at the top and look baok over the stecp, almost
sheer, slope up whiohlthey bave just come, the queaﬁion ie often
asked, “Who was the first to reach the top of this great rock?"
Park officers have been as interested im this blt of history as the
vicitors, and Judge Walter ¥ry, former superintendent of the rark,
after muech investigation, places the credit with three former resie
dents of Three Rivers., These men, Hale Dy Tharp--discoverer of
Giant Iorest, Johm Swanson and George twanson, are now deand; but
Judge ¥ry, while discussing the discovery and explorationm of the
Jequoia National Park region, secured the following statement from
lir. Tharp on May 25, 1910:

"By the spring of 1861, a few white men had come Yo the Three
Rivers country and I decided it waes about time for me to begin occupy~
ing the Giant Forest range in order to hold ite So when Summer came
I drove some horses up to Log Meadow, where I left them all sunmer,
George Swanson, my etepson, and John Swanson helped me drive in,
George was just a emall boy then. The day after we arrived we all

went over and climbed to the top of Moro Hock,"
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There appears to be no guestion but that these pioneers of the

" Giant Forest region were the firfet 4o reach the top of Moro Roeck,

and that the ascent was made in the summer of 1861,

The distinction of being the first woman to cliﬁ£ the rock
rests with Mrs, Bornard Mohrten (formerly liiss Fanny Therp), of
Three Rivers, In company with her father, Hale Tharp, and her
brother Nort, she climbed up the north slope to the swmlt in elther
1872 or 1873, when yet’a girl in her tecns,

The olimb to the top before th: stairway was installed was
indecd a mountaincering feat attempted by only the most intrepid,
The wooden etaire took awey the dangers of the climb, but still
left many thrillslfor visitors. Complete phyeical end psychological
salety ic ascured the public in the allerock route to the Sumel t
which will be built during the o ming year, and which will be s0
lacatéd that no dewage will be done to the landecape foatures of the
rock, The peak of the rock, whero the Geological Survey Bench Mark
records the elevation of 6,719 feet, can be reached in a io‘minute
trip from'the automobile parking area. The view preseated of the
rugred 13,000 foot peaks of the Great Western Divide ie equal to that
cbtainable in many parte of the Zierra only by several days hard packe
train travel into the mountains, |

Worldewide travelers, wio have seen the best scenery of the
41ps, the Andes, the liimalayas and other mountain renges, have declare
éd the view from ligro lock ﬁw be the ecqual of any, Yet it may be
reachoed by escellent paved or oiled roads in two hours from San

Joaquin Valley towns on the Golden State Highway.
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A THENTY-FIVE YUAR SURVEY OF THE ANIMALS OF

SEQUOIA HATIONAL PAlK ow 1506-1951
Vol. 2 Bulletin 2,

by
. Judge Walter Iry

America's Hational Parks are "maintained in unimpaired form
for the use of future gonerations as well as those of our own time,"
To most people this means the protection of scenic features and the
premefvatidn of the deer, bears and other enimals or birds commonly
geen by park visitors. 4 less noticeable but highly importent work
of conservation in the NHatiomal Parke is the maintenance of the nat=
ural balance of wild life; that is, complete, or praotically complete,
protection for all forms of wild life, oven for the so-called vermin
or prodatory animale and birdm; such as the lion, wild cate, racoonn,.
skunics , foxéu, ocagles, hawke and owls,

Thoe benefits of such complete conservation in the voguoia HNatione
al Park is clearly shown by the records kept by Judge Walter ¥ry over
& period of twenty-five yeara, and the following bulletin expresses
hie observatlons. A notable result of the matural bdlaﬁca may bg obe
served in the control of ground squirrels, which, within the park,
are kept down by the other so-called vermin; poisoning being rarely
1f ever necessary,

In comparing wild life of today with that of twenty-five years
ago, many changes are noted: some species have increased, others have
held their own, some have lagged behind, and others have vanished
from the area,

Bears and deer have increased ﬁt least sixty percent, HNountain
and vailey coyotes, skunis, weasels, porcupines, pikas, rate, mice,
gophers, moles, shrews, mountain beavers, and bats have held their
own. Lliountain lioms, iynxes, fishere, martine, minke, foxes, racoons,
ring-tailed cats, marmots, squirrels, chipmunks, harés and rabbits
(other then the California jqpk rabbit), have aecreaaeu'about forty
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percent, Iountain sheep, wolverenes, and badgers are verging on
extinction. Your mountain sheep were reported scen by tourists

on the western slope of lt. uhitnoy lest year, and their tracks
have been reported on Supar Loaf Creek this year. wWolverome
tracks have been roported on KernRRiver this year, while badgers
have been noted at Willow Headow, The last wolverenes taken in
the ;1cinity of the park, of which we have record, were the five
trapped during ﬁhm winter of 19%4-20, DIwo were tmken at Big lead-

'ow, two at Nineral King, and ome at River Valley. Of the five

taken, four were males ond one female, They were all beautiful
specimens and in fine condition. This trapping near the perk bound=
aries has, of course, been respomsible for diminishing the fur-bearing
eninaic,

Two native apcéiom, the gray wolf and the California jeck rabbit,
have disappeared. The only grey wolf gcen within the park since the
time of its creation was ome killed by Charlie Howard at Wolvertom,
September 25, 1908, Iir, Howard at the %ime was slaughtering beef for

a troop of goldiere, and the wolf came up thhin fifty yardn of his
caup ln broed daylight and was eating on some of the beef offali, It

was a large malc in fairly good condition, but quite old, as evidenced

- by badly worn teeth. California plains jackerabbits bave always ifie

habitéd gparingly a emall arca at Shepherd Cove and Ash Mountain withe
in %the park; but during the summer season of 1918, when poisoned grain
was put out along the park bqundary to kill ground squirrels, it
not only killed the squirrels but the rabhita aa'wéll. Hone of the
rabbits have been ceen within the park since iugust 265th of that year;
The opossum, an animnl foreign to the region, has receantly are-
rived in the parke UThese animale aro one result of the drought of
1924, when the waters over their breeding grounds, some fifteon miles
west of the park, dried upe. 48 the waters dried out, the opossums
kopt following up the Kaweah River into the mountain section, until

e ~ e d — - ‘= Qe (41 ;e -l s o ——
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colony of the animale ie reported living at Cemp Fotwlsha in the park,
The opossums are descendants from stock imported from lissouri

some twenty-five years ago and liberated a short distance cast of
Visalia, :

I have mnot listed the Califronia Grigzly hearg in this report,
because we have never coneidered them a resident of the park; ale
though at very rare intervals individual enimale have been reported
within the park, and a few have been killed west of the park. From
1921 to 1922, & large bear secer at various times within the park
wae, undoubtedly, a grizzly., This is poseibly the bear killed at
Horse Corral by Jesse Agnew in 1922,

S0 comvaring the wild enimale of Sequoié Hational Tark for 1931
with thoge of the firat survey of 1906, twentye-iive years ago, we
find the following changes: *

0f the 63 kmown speciecs that inhebited the park in 1906, 2
have increased, 35 have held their own, 21 have been greatly reduced,
3 are verging on extinetion, und £ have disappeered., One animal has
been added, the opossumy which now givns us 68 different speciec of
animale within the park todaye

I look for a marked inorease if animals within the park in the
next quarter century. This increase may be attributed to enlargoment
of the park and the creation of the Sequoia National Jame Refuge,
which took place in 1926, Thie prevents hunting and trapping in
the new area and adjacent territory, and has imercased the breeding
and feecding gfounds about three fold,

It is indecd fortunate that we have the National Parke, not
only because they proserve animals that would otherwise be exterminate
ed, but because tlhey illustrate the benefite of complete conservation
and the maintenance of the naturai balance of wild life, eo often

carelesely upsct by man in his killing and poisoning campaignse,



: Fature dulde sServiq
Bulletin ¥o. 8 ‘equoia National ¥
Wovember 12, 1831 _Kisterical Jeries Johm X, “hite, Jup

SEQUOIA BATUMS QUIDE SEXVICE
THE GREAT SMOUGTA AVALANCHS

by uulter'rry.
Ue 8o Commissioner,

Those Valiley residente who are cust into a slough of despondency by
the recent cycle of dry years, may find fresh courage and hoyc in tidie
agcount hy'Judge ¥ry of the great rains and flood of 1867, vhen it rained
and snowed for 41 dayn almoct without ccopation.

This graphic account of tho South Fork Avalanche in December, 1867,
i one of a series of historical bulletine by Judge rry, who has others
in preparetion. 3 ’

A Big Treo (sequoia glgantea) CGrove in thé Sequoia Fational rark
was the scene of the grgatest known avalanche in the southern 3ierra,
and thie mighty landelide occurred within comperatively rocent times, On
Degomber 20, 1867, the north side of Denuison Lountain broke away and
dropped into the South York of the Kaweah siver sbout 10 miies above .hireg
Bivufn, and about 48 miles cast of Viealice ;;parently without warning,
sevoral hundred acres of land and timber crashed 5,000 fect im to the
Jouth Fork Canyon. The devastated area is in one of the moet heavily
forested regicne of sequoia, pine and fii within the Jequoila National
Park, and in the very heart of the Garfield Big Tree Grove. Neny of
the 3oqunia57ere from RO to 30 feet in diameter, end from £80 to 30U fect
beight, Their agee undoubtedly ren into the thousands of years, The
pines and fire were particularly large and fine. I have made a survey
of the area 1nvolvad,‘and'a&timntm that some 360,000,000 board feet of
timber were destroyed. Ho other figure could better bring oul the enore
mity of the lose to the park. |

The devastated area is between tho elevations of 6,000 and 7,500 feet
is sbout 23 mﬁlca in length, and from 1500 to 40CO feet in width. The
avalenche appears to have started nesr the crest of Lennison Lidge, below
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8000 foet. It gathered volume mo that upon resching the river it
formed a dam half a mile wide and over 400 feet high complutuly across
the canyon, and eatirely stopmed the flow of e river. HNaturally, this §
barrier backed up the stream into a great reservolr, Finally the loosely
formed dem broke and the flood swept down tho Kaweah River, cerrying
with it thousands of tons of crashing trees and debris, and apm&i.vng‘
for miles over the San Joaquin Valley, Today, sections of huge Sequoia
trees will be found in the Velley, scores of miles- from the grovee in
the mountaeins and great ﬁinﬁmmn {rom present river beda,

Serly settlers of the Three iivers and ¥isalia districte luve told
ms of tho ygreat fiocod of 1867, Joseph Falmer, a homowteader, was the
only persem in the Joutk Fork Canyon on the night of December R0, 1667, =
and the cstatement I obtained from him on October 5, 1890, rume as follows:

"It had been raining in the Three Rivers distriot elmoet steedily
for 41 daye and nighte, with heavy snowe above the 5,000 foot level.

All the rivers were very highe On the morning of December ED', the
weather hecame warmer, and a hard raim fell all day, even at high eleva-
tione. It was ©till rainming when I went to bed that might, and & etrong
wind blew down the canyonm. Juet before midnight I wee aroused by a
heavy rumbling sound 'mh a8 I had never hoard before, and whieh lasted
for an hour or more. Them a great calm set in, and even the roaring

of the river ceascd. .

"0n leaving my cabin in the moraing, I found that despite the heavy x
rain the river was lgw; From thie I know that a great elide had blocked
the canyon above and that later the dam would give way and cause a flood.
I went up the river to BDemnet Creek, but saw notiing wrong; returned and
watched all day, but no flood camo, ¢o I went to bed at 10 p. m. About
1:30 a. me I wa® aroused by a tremendous thundering and rumbiing sound whi(
made my hair etde on end, 1 Jjumped out of bed, grabbed my clothing,
and ran for safety up the mountein eide some £00 yardn‘xrm the river.
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In o fow mimntes the flood came along with & breest of wator some 40
feot in depth that extended moross the canyon, carrying with 1t broken
up trece which were crashing end over end in every direction with terri-
fic force and sound, The_rivnr remuined high for several days, and all
the while timber wes going down and being swept cleaxr out to the Valley."

It ie interesting to note what old settlers eay about the fiood

upon its reaching Visaliae In the paét I have obtalned statements from
several of these, whose pames and the dates of their statemente are ;l
follows: '

. J. Samsteg, Nay 14, 1902 "I was living in Visalis at 5o $ims
of the '67 floods The flood reached Visalia prior to midnight on Doceome-
ber 23, The weter was about § feet in depth. There were loge and drift-
wood fleating everywhere. Jome poultry and live stock wore drowned,"

Ira Blossom--June 2, 1¥06: "I was working in the grist mill in
Visalia at the time of the '67 floode It come sosetime prior to mide
night on Btepmhor 23+ The water was about & feet in depth at the =111,
There wore loge and driftwood mcattered for miles arcunde. Lany lequoia
logs were left out at the Hilliard plﬁen. Home etock was drovmed.”

Hargaret Onke-~October 24, 1985: "I was living in Visalis et tho
time of the '67 floods It occurred lm the night a fow dayes bofore
Christmae. 7The water was 5 fect deep where I lived, OUme big red-wood
log wae loft by tho floed right along the side of tue griet milli. Much
live otock was dzrownod,”

Betty Tomnsend--January 51, 1986: "I wam living out near Cutler Fark
at the time of the *67 flood. The flood oecurred on the cvening of Dec-
cmber 28. kr. and lre, 8, G. Brovm, Vr. end krs, Deneley, Frank Kellene
berg with his mon Frank, Jr., and four other people sought refuge in
hy home that night, and remained as refugee guests for a week, Cur Christ
mas dinner, in part, eoneisted of a turkey feast. fThe turkey was captured
by one of tie party form a baic of hay widch was being ewept down the
torrent. 4 pig was elmilarly rescued and consumed,"

-



The major immediate causes of the avalanche were the geological
formation of the arca and the prevailing eond;tiunl of the weather,

The devastated area was on a mountaim side ieat;ng at about a 4B degree
angle. A rich, sandy loam, vanging in depth frém 5 to 12 feet, 1ai
over the solfid gramite formation of the mountain. When the soll down

- through to bed rock became thoroughly saturated by the heavy rains,
and then weighted down by heavy rnows, the loomesod mess, with all ite
timber and vegetation, slipped into the canyon below,

Becanse of its recent occurrence, we consider the orashing of this
vast tract of land from the mountain side as a major event in the eyee-
;or monkind; yet it is only a emell inecident in the age-0ld geological
history of the Sierra? wbich records the comstant recession of the
mountains to the vallays bolow.

Although the Garfi€ld Big Tree Urove has becn reduced by about
one-third of its former sise, it 8till remainme third in order of the
largest grovee within the SoQuoIa Hational Park, Careful cettimatos
indicate some 1600 trees over 10 fo ot in dlamoter are preserved in thie
greve alone,

Hesidents of Visalia may wonder if anctber flood will ever reach
their city from such cause a® the one described above, This seems
nunlikely, ae nowhere elre in the Zaweah liver haain is thore any soil
and forest conditiom g0 favoradle to an avelanche as that on\thé South

:
Tork which 81id in 1667,





