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Description:  Click Relander was one of a few researchers able to examine and make copies decades ago 

of this letter held by the Archives of the Catholic Archdiocese of Seattle.1  Pandosy’s letter had been re-

written by Fr. Pascal Ricard in a correspondence sent to Rev. J.B. Brouillet dated 19 October 1855. 

 Relander’s typescript (1952) kept at Yakima Valley Libraries can be compared to two others, one 

published by Gaston Carriere2 (1975) and the other by Edward J. Kowrach3 (1992).  All three shared 

nearly identical language with some minor variations.   

 The date that Relander typed at the top of Pandosy’s letter, “August 7, 1855” differs from the 

original and may be Relander’s misinterpretation of Ricard’s writing in French.  Eyewitness statements 

by Granville O. Haller who saw the letter at Ahtanum mission a few days after it was written, described 

Pandosy’s letter in his diary on November 13, 1855: 

  “This letter was dated October 6th, ’55 which was the Saturday that we met the Indians at the 

Toppinish.”4   

 A friend and associate of Pandosy’s, Father Toussaint Mesplie at The Dalles also provided details 

to his supervisor, Pascal Ricard in a letter written November 20, 1855.  

 “Major Rains found a letter on the table in the bedroom of the Rev. Fathers written and signed 

by Rev. Father Pandosy.  This letter was dated of Oct. 6 written in English and to the name of 

Kamayaken, first chief of the Yakimas.”5  

 Major Gabriel Rains, after reading Pandosy’s letter, wrote a response to Kamiakin on the day 

that the letter was discovered at the mission.  A copy of his letter has been kept at the National Archives 

and Records Administration.6  

 Both letters, Pandosy’s (Kamiakin) and Rains’ can be found in the book, Kamiakin Country 

Washington Territory in Turmoil 1855-1858, by Jo N. Miles, published by Caxton Press, 2016, pp 18-22. 
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 Chief Kamiakin   Father Pandosy 
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