Kamiakin: Steamboats etc.
Yrom W.P. Winans, Stevens county, Yashiigtm

F:c'cm historical nates | epared by V.P. VWinans

‘he firs steamboat for he uprer Columbia wa:. built where the
tom of llarcus now stands by Capt. Lew Wnite. Niss Christian
licbomald and Niss Mary L. Brown driving the first nails.

t was launched Nov 18, 1865 its of ficers: Capt White,
Purser Wesley Briggs, Mate 4+C, Pingstone, imgineer Wash E dridge.
Made ibs first trip about 4pril 1866. It was named the For ty=Nine
in corvemoration of its raite from Kettle “alls north across

the 49th parallel to the ®ad of naviggtion.



Gold: Peewdsdd “oads and Yerries.

From W,P, Winans notes.,
Before tle organization o the cowmnty govenment , gold as discovered
on the Pend O'Keille river by Joe Nyrell in 1854, and in 1855, the news
being scatter d abroad caused quite ammber of miners,
packers and traders to come into the valley, among them
Francis Wolff who in 1856 bro ght the [ irst merchandise wagons
to the valley. ie satarted from ‘he Dalles,goin/ via Walla ualla
valey cre sig “nake river at themouth of the Palouse, by lashing canoes
together, # fter driving s cross the caontry he cossed the ®po ane
the sam way, then via Walkers' prai ie irmo thev alley making
the w agan tracks that Major Lougenbiel followed in 1859 when
he came to establish themilitary post
eoIn 1859 ard 1860 J.R. Bates operated the ferrﬁ at the
tovernment crossing on the Spokare river. He sold out to W, J.
lerry and William ljxon and ax September 20, 1860,
James M onaghan was employed to take charge of 1t, e atthat bei t
time Bing 20 years. The legislature on January 11, 1861 granted them
a dhaPgo0 charter to build the first bridge in 1865 and08g U ag
this crmsing. e bridge afierwards was calle Lapray’:s bridge.
Joseph Lapray urchasing it gbout 1876,
The first bridge built on the S;okane A ver was above theyullan
road crossing in 1864 by Fim Lee, Joe Herring ard Ned Jordan,
The high water in the spring of 1865 took it out armd i1twas rebuilt

by the same par ties that yar.

The Kootenail mines wer: discovered in the 81l of 1863
and to ascertain if a practical route could bse had by water
D.H. Ferguson and Co 4 the spring o 1864 byought a
canoe employel three men, Pick Fry,Adam Doy and 0ld Piens as guide
and provisioned them forsix months ad sent them to find & route to the



mines. “hey went up the (Olumbia river to i ts headwaters,
portaged ti® @nce three fourths of a mile to the Kootenai
river,tlence down that to themouth o “ild Horse croek where the
Walla Yalla trailed crossed the river, “hey used the canoe as a fe y
fery boat to cross the miners from the south en route to the mines.
About 100 miners wintered, 1864-65 at Marcus and in tle spring
of 1865 started up the Co MO0 Columbia river and prospected the
sbreams emptying into it and discovered the french
creck or Big Bend mines inthe fall of 1865,
To enable thepeople of Colville to reach the ootenai trail with tle
mraucts of the wmlley it was mecessary to make a road fram

Cottonwood creek a few iiles south & Shewelah to Peone Prairie a

distance ofabout 60 miles througp the timber. Lhe temple voluntesred
the labor and the merchants andmyself donated t ke provisions,
The people by the dozen worked there during the s ummer and f all of 1867

and completed the road so that it ha s been used ever since.
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j;dians.

Tmatillas,.
41 obiograpny o -rancis Wol'f,
Stationed at the Palles WS army man. In 1853 he was one of the
c cmmandsent tomest Gov. “tevens at F’crtsenton and returned as il'ar ac
the bitter *‘‘oot. which was made headquarters for fifteen
months for scouting pa ties looking for a route for
a railread was commanded by Captain wmullan, fhe camp was named Stevenss.
War of' 1855+. Kamiackan com enced wa x.Haller de.'eated.. ]
In spring of 1855 in par tnership with H.P.Isaacs merchanzing at The
Yalles, renained there six months, during mining excitement
started for the Pen O'peille mines. "et miners retuming
on the Umatilla vhea e in "ep ember I stopped at fort Henryetta.
Four men employed got anthe:rhorses Gl in n ght ard went to
The Dalles becawse of war. Stayed with gods,traded one day for
thirty ha ses whichvere let aut of the corralduring that
night aml™ they re turne d to t he ir range in the imunta ins,
I locked up my stare, we 't after them, gone two days and wne
back goods go®. )
Traced the stolen goods to one branch of the Umatillas.,
Winnum Snute the neal chief was my friend and wherever I could find
an Idian with my goads he would compel them to give tem
them up. 1 then gave them to Winnum Snute s people who had no hand
in the stealing. Abo t that time Indian Agent Olney came along
ga thering up the settlers by order o “ov Curry of Oregon and I was
glad toget out of the country,having lost all my goods, wagons,
xen etc valued at about w4,000,
\lhen we reached the Palls s I fourd Capt. Hummason arganizing a
company of volunteers which I gladly joined and rs cht day as on my
re turn for the ssat o wa at “alla Walla and was inthe three day's figght

near aJh_f_tmanns station, had my horse shot amd had a talk with YWinnum Snute.

T wa a in thia srvice 120 dava...



it the spring of 1857 with 18 miners who I had fitted out
amd with some goods I started for Frazier river. I sold the goods
and with what e d been co ected for goods sent the previous
yar took out $5,000 in gold dust fa goods sent the previous
year....going to “he Dalles amd pwr hasing more good from 1,0
H,P, Isaacs,

In spring of 1856 retwned to The Yalles, was dischurged, sold
hous e to Majar ILougbenbeel for 1,100 and put tha with
$2,000 mare in goods with Yic Lrevett as pa ner,bought the goods
of H.P. Hsaacs and started with thean by ox tesms for 001ville.‘lhisvvas
the first time goods were carried to Yolville by wagons. *he win ter of
1856~57 I stopped about fivemiles north of the present town of Colville
but In the spring of 1857 Imoved to the J;hn Wynn ranch on which
the town of "o lville is now located. I Madniners and Indian sup lies
and goods and w as In direct anpetition with the Hudson bay co
and as they calimd and exercised exclusive control of the trade
they claimed I was treapssing on t heir territory and farbade
me from building or trad ng thereson and I believe encouraged the
Irdians to stesl from and otherwise a nnoy me. T'his continued
until the United “tates Fort was established,

ool went to Walla Walla in July 1858 joined the lMclaughlin
pa ty boune for Frazier River and as an @fiaccount of it s expreienses
4tCes o».0" reaching the F razier Mires I traded off what goods the Indians
had not stolen and started for Yele for mare and learnin there was
war be tween the mineré and Indians we jolred the voluntee s and helped
clean out the Indians,seeing at one place in a cave 16 mutilited dead

minerse(Da ed Junse 24th, 1909) From VYinans account,
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