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Depar tment of the Interior, Office of Indian #ffairs, "ash. fug 4, 1881
“he Honorable
t’he Secretary of the Dterior 8ir:

I have the hoior to be in receipt 80 by Yepartmental referance of
yesterday for im edlate report; of the H llowing touching the
presence in Owhghee county, Idaho of Indians said to belong to
Duck ‘alley Reservation, in that “erritory 1lst report dated 26th ult of
the Yovernor of Idaho as to his vieit to Bruneau valley to aascertain the
extent and nature of reported incursions of Indians in that section
o ldahoe X X X X

The governar :s report of 26th ulto is saubstantially that an
I,dian named Bruneau John with a band numbering in all about 20
Indians, was in Bruneau Valley; Bruneau John alleging that he was off
his res rvation by permission of his agent (John How) because “the
suppllies of food anxd clothing furnished were inadequate fo imo;arly
feed and clothe the Indians,”

John &lso gave as his reamson for leaving the reserve, that it was
an unsuitable and uncongenial place far them, by reason of the long ,
cold winter and that owing to this food and the deep snows, and sarly
froats prevalling there farming caxld not be succesafully ca ried on,
and further that :as his ancestars were born ard had lived and died
in the “runeau he wished to return there to live and die,

The Uov ernor says "John has always been regarded as a good Indian,
with a disposition to live at peace w! th the whites. I, 1868 he served as
a scont for Gen. Yrook "and during tie ;an ock war of 1878 he "rendered
valuable service #io the scttlers in “Bruneau and other portions of 00GHY
Owyhee county by giving timely wvarning of the apyroach of the

hestile Bannocks. Yhe act of his no doubt savedmany lives and as it



5 L M odlimmes Ty
fair dealing demands that the 4indians referred to are permitted to
avail th.empelves of their rights under the law to take unappropriated
p.-blic land for a homa,
i have the honor thersfore to recom end non compliane viththe
request of the gowernor end thet the lions Secretary of War be requested
o direct that the n' litary aut orities who appear to ba on the ground make
a thorough investigation as to the practicability of settlement by
tip se Indians in the localitiles desired by thenm (Bruneau end Catherine
Creeks) and whether they are in cordition to avail themsslves of the
Indisn Homestead law of March, 1875 amd tha t hereafter gggg further
waction ve talen as the case may seem to demand,
sesigent How also stabes that there are not rore tian ten scottle s in
Bruneau valley.
E.L. 8 tevens
eting commisaioner

Stoeke
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dollar per head per annum for vhatever number he may have., No
round up of his cottle he been mace this yesr, and the number is
not yet defin! tely known, but 1s belleved not to exceed thr-e hundr d
head,
Phese are the only partles willing to pay though ther are many more

outside cattle on ocur range. In general however they belong to
settlers living in the vicinity who claeim that thelr cettle stray acrass
the line and are unwillin to pay their pasture. A1l we can do in such
cases 18 to drive the stock off whenever found on the reserve ion.
Ag soon es the grass 1s fairly started in the sring I Intend to make
a genersl rowmdup of all Department cattle , brend all thet eee not
pl@ now plalnly brandsd, end make a careful 08d@dg count to aescertain
the 8Raea) exact number of hand.

Yery “espectfully

Vour obedient servant

“anes H, Wilbur U.S. Indlané-ent.



of the children. :_“he present nmber of puplils taxes to the utmost the
time of the two teachers to give the time to each pupil needed

for his proper advancement but by constant labor they are abls to

ac coraplish ite.

The sanitary condition of the agent is shown bythe report of the
physician,

The Piubtes are quliet and app&rently contented. They seldom give
trouble or call for discipline. Nearly all are living in tents mde
after the pattern of the skin lodges of the tribes east of the iocky

Mountains, ad notwithstanding the thinnes of the :z terials

a fire in the center renders them comfaritable even in ext eme
cold weather.

Steps were trken in the fall %o provide for them shelters made of
lumber but they preferred the tents and have remained in them to the
present p. 690
time. Some fiftec of their children are in 0@ school and
exhibit remarimble intelligence and quickness of appreherisicm.

Very r etce.
Your obedient servant
(blank)
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‘ Vary v atoe
Your obedient servent
(Llank)
Teds Ipdian “gente



