


edition early county
Jedebish 8, Smith, a preacher eof sorts, and Themas L. (Peg Leg)

Smlth, a teacher of sorts, were the first two white leaders to enter
what 1s now Tulare -count»y-

Jed, the prescher arrived in 1826 oe®9P5, accompenied by about
15 treppers and wes said to have been the first white mam to cross
the Sierra Nevad, mountainss Embwy Jod and his party entersd the valley
by way of the '.’c?o.-ﬂe;h'paaa;. Tulare lake 1ulsu: obaerved and bunting for
beaver along the upper reaches of the Kings, San Joaguin and
Sacramento rivers was successful,

Jod, while not a regularly ordained minister, was a strong and
aggressive Cyristian and endsavored tc_J convert to that :&..tth‘ the
reckless and lawless men who joined his band, His efforts at reform,
however, are 'anid not k& to have- been too succesaful,

- "Peg Leg" arrived in this section some time Hwk botween 1827 and
1830, mk authorities differeing as to the exact date, 2ax "Peg Leg,"
the teacher had no temcher's sertificate but was a horse thief by
profession and confined his "teaching" to instructing the Indians
with whom he made friends in the art of st.éling eattle and horses,

It 1s sald that "Peg Leg's" leg was shattered in a fight with Indians
and that he eoolly amputated the limb at the. knee, with his own
hunting kmifee

"Pog Leg" and his part, including some Tylare Indlans, after being
mder ordered from the ceuntr.y', ciep'n-rted, taking with them several
hundred Cglifornias horses, :[’0;:' which they found a rq-ady narket 1n
the New liexico countrys He dled in San Francisco in 18664

Closely following Jedebiah Sylth came Ewing Y ung and party, who
‘started trapping in the San Joaquin vaelley in 1881, finding beaver
plentiful, Young hunted in the Tulira lake area for a period and then
traveled northward, ;
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During the next decade, beve;’al other groups of trappers passed
through the San Joaquin valleye Between thoe Sgn Jeaquin valley and
the Calaveras river there was at that time an estimated Indian
populaticn of 20,000,

The coming, in X% the 1840's of John Fremont and his party
is dealt with elsewhere in the Amniversaries Editions - Also dealt
with, in the skectch of Visalia history, ie the arrival of Woods and
his party who were massacred by the Indlans,

Gilbert l.L. Dean, who arrived in the F ur Creeks country when
a boy of gbout 12 years, states that his father's fm !:.-iy came from
Texas in 2 party conducted by Nathaniel Vises DBoth the Vis;e and
Dean famllies remained for ahwile at Los Angeles, and Vise, taking
young Dean with him, left for the northern country, traveling on
horseback, and with a pack outfit,

- They remained for a few days ncar the Eeweah, Vise decided to
push on to the mines and left the boy-with Loomis Ste John (for whom
the St. John's river later was named), xwizikag who then had a eabin near
the river,; eabout a half mile from that afterwards constructed
by the Woods partye Thus the generaly belief that the latter structure
was the first permanent habiltation erected by white men within the
present limits of T;lare county is disputed by Deen, who was living in
Ste John*-s_ea'.bin when the Woods partj"u rrived to estsb 1ish their
settlemente |

‘S$ttlers and and traders continued to stra--le in, I, the £
fall of 1851, C.R. Wingfield and A,A. Wingfield arrive. from Mariposa,
On the way they met two men named McKenzle and Ridley, who had been
trading with the Ipdians for several years and who were somewherc in
the neighborhood when the Woods party was slain,

more
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A bridge had been built across the Kaweah near the Woods
cabin, but there was no settlemente The Wingfields settled near the
cabin, leying claim to the land from the river southward, They found
the Indians friendly and sociable and although their outfit was
within reach of hundreds of these people, never so wuch as e needle was
nlsseds

In Deecember, 1851, Nathaniel and A ner Vise came to what is now
visalia and built a log cabin on the north bank of Mill creeke

The stete legislature wes 1n'an-sion and, at the behest of a
mingry horde of office-seekers centered mainly at /ariposa, the
1cgiiln-izarn pasged an eot which was approved on April 20, 1852,
as followss |

"The county of MNariposa 1s hereby subdlvided as follows: DBe=
giming at the sumit of the coast range, at the corner of Monterey
and S.n Iuls Obispo countles; thence yunning in a northeesterly
gbdirection to the ridge dividing the waters of the San Joaguin
and Kings riversj thence along the ridge to the swmit of the Slerraj
thence in the same directlon to the s-i;ato linej thence southeasterly
ﬂong‘aaid line to the county of Los A, geles; thence southwesterly
along the line of Los Lngele'a to Sante Carbaraj thence along the-
summdt of the comst range to the point of beginnings '

®The southern portion of Mariposa county so cut off shall be
ealled Tulare count;;r- The seat of justice shall be at the ZBE }og
cabin on the south side of Kaweah creek, nesr the bridge built by
Dr. Thomas Payne and shall be called Woodsville, until changed by the
people as provided by lawe !

.

more
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"During the second week of July next, ther- shall be chosen for’
Tﬁlare- county on county Judge, one county attorne'g,. one county
clerk, one recorder, one sheriff, one county surveyor, one assessor, one
coroner and one troeasurer,

"Mhe county judge chosen under thia aot shall hold his office for
two years from next O;toMr, and until his guccessor is elected and
qualified, The other officers elected shall hold theilr reppective offices
for one year, and until thelr succes sors are olected and qualifled,

The successors of the officers elected under this act shall be chosen at
the general eleetions established by law, which take place next pre-
oeding the expiration of thelr respective tems,"," |

Jemes D, Sgvage, l.B. Lewis, John Boling and W,i, Meiillen
were appointed commissioners to carry out the law and conduct the
election, : '

The principal mover in this plan to form a new county was
W:lliam H, Harveye He and his assoclates lmew of the massacre of the
Woods party and, fully expecting to have to fight their way to
the Fgur eroekl',.pl-nced the ee:padiﬂon under the command of lajor
Jemes D. Savageng _

On the morning of July 8, 1852, about 300 Indlans took the
Wingfleld brothers captive buﬁ they were released with the a rrival
of the Savage partye. .

The commlssioners, upon their arrival, ‘stnrted with their prepar=
ations for thelr electlone It 1s sald,Xbmy by most authorities, that
the selected as thesite of the eloctlon, & large fsk oak tree near
Venice hill, having in mind the desirability of obtaining the benefit
of any breege that might be blowinge Other authorities assert the
sloct‘ion was held several miles %@ from this point but the troa.,__rh-ieh
still stends, 1s accepted genorally as the slte of the elecjsion;.

more
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The t—roi today is in excellent condition, the only one of the
mmndreds that used to line the north bank of the Keweah river,
The election wvas held July 10, 1852

An old volume entlitled "Organization of the Taulave county,"
in the mffimessnfxyugx chambers of the board of supervisors llsts
the folllowi:qg successful candidates§ the first officars of Tylare
eountyt |

G unty judge, Walter H. Harveyj countyatborney, F.ll, Sanford;
oounty’clerk,, E.D.F, Bawardsj county recorder, A.B. Gordon; sheriff,
Willlem Dilli; surveyor, Joseph A. Tivy; assassor, Jomes B, Davisg
coroner, W,W. McMillen, and treasurer,; L.C. Frankenbergare

Edwards, the county clerk, was killed shortly after *n by
Bob. C olum in a quarrel, 7Treasurer Fran enberger is said to have
wandered off into the swamps, in & fit of delirium trememms, and
aleds | ’ b

Dr. £E C.E. Everett, one of those prominent in the elction,
engeged in a dispute with a named named Dall ofcer & gambling debt of
$56 after a geme in Woodsville end was shot down, Ball later belng examined
before & justice of the pemce when the charge was dismissed,

Major Savage later was killed by J dge Harvey who was jealous
‘@f Savage's success with the Indians gnd miners of the Kings river
distriet, and was accused by Snvag'o of. leading & bend of unprincipled
and designing politiclans, who made claims upon the Xs K:!.‘:ﬁga River
Indian reservation and fired upon a number of Indieans who came to warn the
off, killing sevaerals .

L.Ai, Bunnell, author of 'Diac-over:f of the Xamembks Yosemite,"
desorives events leading to the fatal gquerrel as followss

ngelf=interest as well as public good prompted Savage to use
every meens at his disposal to keep these people w.iiet, and he
denouncec¢ Hervey and his assoclates as entitled to punlshment

under the laws of the government, ; T
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"These derunciations, of course, reached Harvey and his fridnds,
Hervey end a sub=agentby the. name of f&ER Campbell seemed most
aggrieved at what S_vege had said of the affray, and both appeared bo
have colmmon cause in denouncing the major in return, Harvey made
accusations against the Integrith of Savage, and boasted that Savage
would not dare visit Kings river while he, Harvey w as therees A8 soon
as this reached the major's ears, he wmounted :is horse and at once
started for th Kings river agency,

"Hers, as expected, Harvey was found, in good fellowship
with Mervin, the quartermaster, end othors connectoed with the
agency, Walking up to Harvey, Major ‘avage demanded of him a roti‘atition
of his offensive remarks concerning himself, |

"This Harvey refused to do, and saild somethins to the effeet that
Savage had talked about Hgrvey, 'Yes,! replied Major S,vage, 'I
have said that you are a mirderer and a coward,?

"Harvey retreated a pace or two and muttered that it was a lie,

. As ‘@ ick as the word m uttered, Savage lmocked Harvey down, Harvey
appeared to play fpossum and made no resistance, As = Savage
stoopec over the prostrate IHarvey, a ms pistol fell from Savage's
walst, seeing which, lMarvin picked it up and held it in his hand

a8 the major walked off,

"Harvey rese to his feet at this moment, end seeing larvin with
the pistol in his hend, exelaimed, *Judge, you have got my pistols'
Mervin replied, 'Ne, I have makgt notetx This belongs to Ilajor Savage,! _
When, insiently, Hervey commenced firing at Major Savage, who, though
mortally wounded by the first shot end finding his plstol gone,
strove hard to once more reach Hprvey, whom he had scorned to further
punish when prostrate before him,

more
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"This vas in .&;guatgglaszi. Harvey was arrested, or peve himself
up, and affer the ferco of an ezamination, was discharged....dervey,
having killed his men, was now well caleulated for & sucoessiul California
politician of that period mm mpl ST 3 o8 ARt 4 44 1 D

but the ghost of Major Syvage seemed. to have haunted him, for ever

afterward, he wae riervous and irritable, and finally diec of paralysise
“ The body of kajor Savage was afberward removed ta Fresno near his old
trading post, A momiment was there erected to hls memory by
Dre L;ach, his successor in businessy™
It is uncertain Just how long the seat cf government remained in
Woodsville but the first mimutes of the county court are dated
‘l;odwilllf, July 5, 18533 the next sesslon on Septenber 5, 1is the same,
and on ii“venber 7, 1853, the name of Visalia appears for the first times
The next d ate, February 7, 1884, hotes the couniy seat as Buene Vista,
but by the following meeting, on September 4, 1854, .the name Visalia
was restored and has been used slncee
County affairs during the year following the formation of the county
were under the control of the body known as the C:urt of Sesslcns,
consisting of tke county judge and two -aas;){si-a.ta Justices, the latter
elected in a convention of justlces of the peace of the countye The first
convention for choosling the necessary assoclate jusilces was called in
Woodsville on October 4, 1852, by Jidgt Walter H, Harveys W.J., Canmpbell
was thc‘- only justice to answer the roll c all and as there was r;o quorum
and adjounrment was talen untlil the next daye Iooms St. is)&?nﬁnon
~ appesved and the court was organiged with the election of bothe
‘ .T-haﬂr.:t formal business &f the court of sesslons was eonducted next
day -when Assessor Jgmas B. Davis, kaving falled to perform his duties,
‘apcording to the m‘.tm.tes'_af th; session, Thomas llcCo_!uic was n.ppo;’l.—nﬁlod.tc?
the offices P.A., Ralnholt was named treasurer to mecudfranhnbergwi
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0, October 14, 1852, Judge Harvey issued an order calling for
a general election t;.a be held on the first Tuesday in lovember for the
election of president, vice=president, rcur‘preaidmtial ra electors,
two congressmen, two Judges of the supreme court, one clerk of the
supreme court, one senator, two assemblymen end one dlstrict
judge but thers 1s no rocord of the outcome of the electlons,

The next session of the court of sessions took place on
June 6, 1853, Thomas Paker having succeeded, to the office cf county
judge after the departure of Judge Harvey for Mariposae

;l.-,B.- Gordon and Cf‘;rlea Re Wingfisid, respeftively, were appointed
to £3111 £111 veeanciéd in the offices of clerk and treasurers Also,
at this time, the first grand jury in the county was callode

. The grand jury reported for duty on August 1, 1863 end 3.C. Brown
wes appointed ,b-y the court to sct as courty or district attormey,
Brown having been formally admitted to practice law in T, lare county
l}_t a maeting of the county court en July Se e

The court meanwhile divided 'I';lare county into three townshipss
Woodsville Towmship Noe 13 Kings River Township, Noe 2, and Visalla
Township, Noe S

Dyring e speclal session of the court on August 20, 1853,

0.K. Smith ves appointed to £111 ths unexpired term of Cgupbell as
associate justice who had resigned, the grand jury returned an
indictment egainst Sgmel Logo (the first prisoner sent from Tulare
ecounty to thé statem prison) on & charge of assault with intent to
marder two Indians.

The sounty court served mainly was a court of appeal from the
justice courtes In the mimates of September 5, 1853, thol second sitting
recorded, Garrett Streef, a native of The Netherlands, who had taken
out his firat papers in the dilstrict ¢ ourt in Marion ccunty, Ia., X&® on
March 31, 1849, was the first man admitted to eitl-enship in Tulare
county, In the following year, on Sepiember 4, Peter .and Freidolin
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A second aat of county officers was selected in an olection hald
September 7, 1853, vote-s being cast at Precinct Noe 1 in Woodsville,
Ppecinet No, 24 at Gmboll's ferry on Kings river and Precincet Noe 3
in Visaiia and et this time Visslia definitely wes named as the county
seat, ;

The new 1list of officers, as certified by CY%nty Clerk
A.B, Gordon, on September 15, 1853, followss

John A, Tivy, essemblymans John CYtler, judgey Asis Gordon clerk;
0.K, a'mith;'aharirr; DeW.C. Iranch, district attorney; Cyarles R. Wingfield,
treasurer; J.B, Hateh, essessorj medsiarly Iyons, surveyorg
A.J, Lawrence, A,l. Fraser, John Pcol, Henry Burrough and Warren
Matthews, supervisors; Woodsville Precinct Noe 1, A. Peterson end |
.Jm-a H, C:m_nborlin, Justices of the poace; A.A. Wingfield, constableg
Eings River, No, 2., Williem Packard and Thomes Johnson, justices of
the peace, and Visalia Precinct lio, 3, Reuben Matthews end G. Douglas,
Justices of the peace, and Louis Van Tassel, constable,

As a result of the olaction on September 7, 1853, when the board of
supervisors was created in conformity with an act of the legimlature, tc;
discharge the oivil duties previously carried on by the court of sesslons,
the first meeting of the supervisors was conducted, Henry Burrough
was named chalrman and various fees for county officers were fixed,

D ring 1853, = Commodore, & son, was borwn to lir, and lprs,
A.H. Marray, the first white child to be born in the new settlement,
The second white chlld to arrive was Sebert Stevenson, born in 1854, to
My, and M;a. R;'b-ert s_tewmop.

An entry on the minute books of the board of supervisors of
larch 8, 1854, reads as followss "The whole of this day, 0.K, S th and
the board were engaged in selling %e town lotse," Prices ranged from
$18 to §$92, The next day the tax rate for 1854 was flxed at 35 cents

an aanh & 8100 af tamahle nronartva
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Bids for the bullding of Xm & county jell were calledé for the
first Tuesday after the first londay in Junee Em Jﬁaﬁ when the
contract was awarded, however, is not a matter of record but the
combined jail and court house was erected later in the same year on the
northeast corner of the public cquare and remained as the s eat of
government until better quarters were osiablished in 1858, Funds
for construction were obhtained largely from the sale of town lois,

0Yns truction of other court houses and the period when the goveryment
was carrisd on from rented quarters is related in another article in
the .l‘:n'!.véraarieia Bditions

The first r ocal stimulus to population in the F:ur (reeks country
.occprrtd during the years 1854 and 1855 as bhe result of the
dliscovery on Kern river, then a part of ‘.‘L-‘;lm county, bat T“llnro
gounty nevor dg_vola_ped -into a great mining center,

There were various oclashes with the Tndians in the early deys,
shkohzarmzidan chiefly tho Indlan War of 1856 and the later trouble
in the Owne=s river aroe, both of which are described elsewherec
in the Anniversaries Edition, ee ot

In the early days 1f the county government bhe court house and -
34 Jail were memfimmixinmgi¥m combined in the court house. Byx the
latter part of 1888, however, it became apparent that the jail in

the court house was inadequate and that larger quarters also were
required for several of the county offices, VWith this in' mind, the
supervigors in 1889, gave notice of intention to purchase lots five and
six in block 14 from W.F. Thomas for $3000,- The jail, bullt at_ﬁ- cost
of {27,000, was accepted by the supervisors on February 10, 1891,

more
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There was no regular county hospital \f-or a long period after the
organization of Tylare county, the eltizens x coming to the aid of
one another in tifnea of neede Later tho supervisors let contracts
to individuals %o care for the indigent, ihe contracts generally covering
a yoare

This plan proved unsatisfactory as the population of the srea
grew son on % February 12, 1873, the board of supervisors
auvthoriged the purchase of block one' in Visalisa from S.C, Brown for
$300 as the site for a county hospitale The contract was awarded
to A. Beyer for $3682, the buillding o be of fram construetion and
two stories highy Mrs. U. s:ulu- was awarded the contract on .&:gu-a.t
B, 1873 for keeping the hospital for one year and placed & bond ef
$1200 to MILf111 hor contrache

The Institution was enlarged in 1878 when e dead nouse and pest
house were addeds In 1889, the milding was destroyed by fire and
a combined hospital and poor I‘a:m was ostablished between Visalla dm
and Tularee Thae lﬁ;‘::'gged unutiafmtory, however, and the
project long was viewed as a failure before it was desiroyed by fire
in 1894,

Pyans and specificetions 'ezia drawn for a brick building in visalil,
the contract price being $6576, It was completod in 18095 snd is used
today, after having been improved, as an ¢ld People's Home.

The original Tulare county as pren-té_d by the state le'gislatum
was & vast area as may well be pictured from the original boundaries
given in the forepart of this article but the "bz-ua slze is better
reflected whein 1t is recalled by the following slices that have been
taken from sm its territorys
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In 1856, Fresno county, with 6035 =w square milesj in 1866,

Inyo county, with 10,224 eq:uaro milesy in 1866, Kern county, with
1852 square miles, and, in 1893, Kings county, with 1375 squere miless

The present arsa of Tulape county is 4863 square miles:.

Other stores dealing with verious interesting phases and
incidents in Tulare county, the county's rescources, past and
present, end days of early Spanish influence are ymim published
olﬁu{hera ‘in the Anniversaries Editiome
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