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PNW 1n 1860 embraced 285,000 square miles, almost one tenth of the
entire a aof continental U.S, (U.S. Bureau of “ensus , Historical “tatistics
of the ynited State , 1789-1945 (Wa-hington 1949),p.25.
known as Oregon Country for many years, Had two major political units
: Oregon, adm tted to statehood in 1859 and Washington Territory,
created in 1853, and incl ding , i1 addit on to the present stas of
igshin ton, a 1 of what 1s now Ideho andparts of western Montana and Wyo.
Hash, lerritory @2 itself was al ost three times the size of “iyw
fngland (p 3
PN became part of U.S. i1 1846, two yem later org as ‘erritory of Oregon
Eizx First census taken in 1849 numbered slightly over 9,000
l"‘early dl came from M ssissippi ‘alley overland, few living from e:s ly times,
migrations from “ast did begin in earnest until 1843, be ame know as
the “reat Migration
A movement of agrarian people , .hard times inMississip i Valley
following panic of 1837
5-- Oregon City, located at the falls of the Willemette Rivef, was X%
the metropolis of the Oregon “ountry in 1848, had ropulation of 600 &o
700 persons
Yold discovery in Yalifornia had provided a market for opetbn's
fermers.. followed by rapid succession of gold strikes in southern
Ooregon, “astern Washington lerritory , and p. 6- southern Brit ish
“olumbia..flrst effects were rapid depo uletion of Northeest. “rops
left unharvested, busiiesses abandored, familes left behind
In 1860 Orsgon ranked 22nd out of 33 states in the nation in wheat
productilon

(,Eighth Census s Population of the U.S. in 1860) (Washingtorn 1860)
b Xxix,

L
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Portland, by thet date, had become the largest town in the P orthwest.
with a population edceeding £6308ad 28,000, Salem and “ugene “ity each had
populations surpassing one thousand....The Dalles and “d la Walla,

each serving an extensive m'ning area, had become centers of population
(eighth Census , Population of the United ® tates in 1860 (Washington 1864),

pp. 400-405, 580-585,)

According to census of 1860 , roughly 39 per cent of the population

of00 in the Pac Northwist wa born in the s ven ststes of # ssouri,
Kentucky, ‘ennessee, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa,and Ohlo. Missouril €l one
contributed almost (p 7) 10 percent, mor e than any other single state.
..broken down according to section, the census firures indicate 21

per cent from the slaveholding states of the & uth, sl most 22 per cent
from the O01d lorthw st, 8 per cent from t e Middle #tlantic states, and

a little over 4 per cent from New Englend$ Eighth Census , Population in
theynited States in 1860, pp. 400-405,, 580-585. ‘he remaining 45 per cent
included a small number of foreign born and those born in the far West,
most of whom were minors in 1860.)

politics: No libel laws, invective and wirulence ..

Oregon ¥pectat r @mxkx “§e are now as we always hav e been, and ever shall
be a derocrat of the Jefferson an sch ol.

«.they remember that i1f government become Hdéel@dmﬂdddd destructive to t he ends
for which it was instituted, the people have a right to alter or abolish

the same. ,
In 1855(p 9) “0B the Democratic party of ®ashington Territory resolved,

tThe best government is thatwhich governs lesst.,! 27 Olympia Ploneser and
Yemocrat, ¥ay 12,1855,
oregon--passed from provisional self government to sta®eH»8dd..territorial

government, ..territorl d +overnment meant the extension of the principles
and policies of the national political r8® 'arties over the Pacific Northwest



issues and candid=tes of elsctions during early per od based on local
interests, classified according to three distinct elements in thepopula tion.
those connected with the Hudson's Pay company,, the #merican settlem and
the Methodist Mission group.#With the organization of Oregon ferritory
the neonle of the Pacific N, thwest were bound to the arrentsof
nat ‘onal nartisan politics. *heir ad inistrativ ‘and judicial officers
wereuxp appointees of a partisan government.

.. the Democratic party .a the first to orzanize i Oregon Territory

and throughoutout the territorisl neriod maintained a ticht monopoly

over local polit cs op 13).

hehaving emigrated for the most part from the Mississippi “alley, the

set lers of the . cific Northwest were steeped in the Jeffersonian-Yacksonian
tradition (p 1¢)

Ths e from the slaveholding states of theupper and deep “outh mey not
have brought thelr slaves with them, but they did bring the principles of
the DPemocratic party

«..the ®higs in early Oregon differed but little from the Democrats,
..often referring to themselves as 'Clay #at onal *higs.' ;

..the first germs of the Republican party took shape both north and
south of the “olumbia Biver in 1855, but 1t not until four years
later that the -arty achieved a complete organization and beceme a force
in PNW politics. The Wnig party, on theother hand, persisted long after
its national counterpart had disappearedfrom the sce e (p 14,)

pudng the decade of the fifties,this scattered heterogeneous politically
zonsclous population of the PN frontier at tempted to mest the challenges
of the mounting sectional struggle o erslavery.. they first became aware of
the vervasiveness of this explosive issue when “ongress debated the

ortanization of a territorial sovernment for the far Northwest,



p 13-~

Acquisition of a vast and relati ely unsettled westem
area of the UﬁS. following fexican “ar marked the recrudescence of the
slavery d&ssue, The question of the expansion of slaver y into the

West had been settled by the M ssouri Qompromise of 1820, when an arbitrary
reogripical line designed to separate free from slave territory was
drawn acr ss the Louisiana Purchase.

‘he principle of the “ilmot Proviso , cal line for the exclusion of
slavery from thenew territiries of the West, represented a large block of
Northern opinion and eventual 1y bécame the creed of the Republican Party,
Cpposed was demand of many Southerners that “onvress refrain from
intefering with slavery in the west.,.thi d at titudse, .embodied the
@ax concept of popular sover:s gnty as developed by gtephen A, Fouglas,

maintaining that slavery was dependent upon local law and consequently
the responslbility of the people in the territories actiig through their
elected legislatures., fourth.. (p l6..the suggestim tht the M ssouri
“ompromise be extended to the Facific Ocean

Area first became'apart of the mal6dedéémdmainstream of ®merican
p olitics when James Knox Polk was ele ted president of the U.S. in 1844
on a frankly expansionistic platform. in this he pledgedhimself andhis
party to the acquisition of the Urezon Country and the smunexation of one of
Mexico's rebellious provinces, ‘exas., The former accomplished peaceably, after
much nepotiation, by treaty with Yr at Britain i the summer of 1846.
The latter, although a falt accompli soon after iolk's Inauguretion, led
indir-ctly to war with Mexico.

ee.p 19--1he gre:test impetus to themigeation to the Far West of
Southern slaveholders with t heir slaves was the “alifornia gold rush,

Ai1though the »mm exact number i1s no 'nown , slaves were brought to “alifornia

to work with their owners in the mines. (Memoirs of Yornelius Cole (NewYork

1908), p. 92.



oeDp 21--the exact numer of slaves in the PNV during the decade of the
fifties 1s not known, :he number however was negligible...probable that
most of the slaves thathad been brought to Oregon were free by the
middle fiftlies...the slaves were employed primarily as domestics or farm

hands., .

Tilton—--
Li1ton

P. 22=

The Pacific Northwest wl tnessed anoéher incident regar ding slavery
that wa of more than loc:1l im ortance. In the fall of 1860 , a young
slave boy held by Jémes *ilton, “ashi-gton da@d ‘erritory's surveyor general,
escaped £o ‘ictoria where he was aided by the British authoritfes. Tilton
protested to the Secretary of state in "ashington, D.c., but no action was
taken on his behalf. “he chief justice of the British colony granted the
Slave his freedomx on the ground that a erson abosrd a foreign vessel in a
Pritish port was subject to the lamws of gresat fritain."James filton
to Henry M. McGill, September 30,1860 Letter a d Documents Relating to the
Offices of Gov rnor md Secretary of Nashington ‘erritory, 1860-1864 , Univers
of Washington Library. lhe incident is described in detail in “obie I,.
Roid "How Ope Slave Decame Yree," Hritish HEOGOADAAH Columbia Historical
Quarterly, VI (oct. 1942), 251-256.)
p 26
the first oreanizat ion in the PNW of a political party devoted exclusively
to halting the extension of slavery took plscencrth of the “blumbis
River , in "ashington Territory. In Aygust,1854, a handful of men
met at Olympia to nominate candidates for county offices. Drawingtheir

inspiration from the nat ional Free- o1l cofftg rarty, which had been
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organized in 1848 with the nomination of Martin "an “uren for president,
the mbmers of th "convention“ endorsed the Pittsburgh Free-“oil platform
of 1852... |

proslavery advocs ed? >

Joseph Lane, leader andidol of Uregon Democracy, campaisned In favor of
slavery/

Stephen F. Chadwick, a nalive of “onnecticut and a loc 1 femocratic
politician from southern Oregon, advocated introduction of slavery into
Ore gon

“,st prominent ad ocate; Matthew P. Deady, associate Jjustice of the
territorial supreme court. ‘“aryland-born and Ohio- bred...

Deady wrote:"If a citizen of Vi ginia can lawfully own a Yegro )of
which there is no dowbt) then I a cltizen of Oregon can lawfully obtain
the same right of proerty in this Nezro by either purchase or inheritance,
and em as much Emxi}x entitled to the protectlion of “overnment in
Oregon as Virginia,.

p 42
Joseph Lane mai tained at Winchester, Ore. s cech that it was dcubtfnl
'whether'a man could be a good Yemocrat and yote arainst xkxg slavery.

p 43
The Lane “ounty “Yemocratic convention mee iﬁg at “ugene “ity in april,
1857, contended "tha t dld040HOAAEDE0KHEVEddd the Democratic party was not
a nroslavery party but contended "that slave-holders have equal rights
in the *erritories with their northern brethren."

p 44
Horace Yreeley thought Oregonians might soon reduce the indian

population to slavery.

v



p 51
Admission of Oregon to stsat ehood in cbriuar ,18x 1859 ,marked a turning

point in 1o0cal Pacific Northwest politics.

p 53

ihe ¥Yemocratic party, thefirst to orgenize in thePacific Northwest,

remained the dominant political group in the region until the outbresk of

the “ivil War
glisck

I wish you would tell me the stor of tur 1ife. I gill come down one of
these dats ahd bring you my book. I think you can do me the 7 od I need.

3

Ohe &f these days. I will finish this vefy sort¥y will you pleasse walt.



Democratic party politics in washington Territory centered about the
fizure of Issac T, Stevens. Stevens, a professbonal soldler, veteran
of the “exican War and a stanch Democrat, had b-en appointdd governor
of Washington Territory in 1853as a reward for havi g campaigned for
Franklin Plerce.

With the help of thé ploneer add “emocrat he had built up a political

machine known locally as the "Olympla Ciique." #s 1 Oregon, the rigid

c ontrol over 1local politics exercised by the “emocratlic machine
created some dissension in the ranks. Of greater significance, howsver,
in the splitting of the party wes Stevens! policy and action during the
Indian wars.

Stevens left governorshin in 1857 and announced his intention
to run for the office of ferritorial dslegate, partly in an attempt to
vindicate his actions a8 go7/e rnor.
fghublicans ,invitinz the participation of all ¥w who:would SRXXERT

save the soll beaking tﬁe name of the great and good W;shington from the
pollution of slavery" had some difficulty finding a man willing to lead a part
in the elecction campaien (p 85) ‘he choice find ly fell on Alexander
Apernethy, a member of the territorial legislature. Theixxrx Reps devoted
most of t heir pktform to locul issues. T heir only nat@oa@dd excursion
into national politics lay in an endorsement of the 1856 natingal
Republican platform and a scathing fenunciation of the Dred “cott
decision.

fhe election was fought and won by the Democrats in “gshiwgton
Territory la gely on the stren th of the Indien war issue. Stevens began
a four-yemr period as territorial delera e that wa to lead him into the
arena of national politics.

1859

18@0L-~tevens reelected by 60 per cent of the total

vote cast..returned to “ashington wher he was destined to play a leading
role in thecrucial election of 1860.



p 89-

fhe year 1860-- he Democratic perty split into Northern a ¢ ®outhern
wings In pac nérthwest, a split that wasreflected soon afterward in
loc' 1 politics throughout the country.

p 93

Apraham Lincoln was first mentioned for the presidency in the PNW in
leb. 1860, Simeon Yrancis, a personal friend of Lincoln whe had mov d from
“11inois to Orezon in 1859 wrote a lengthy erticle to @0 t he #rgus
outlinin~- L1 coln's fe and career and urging his nomination.

o o) - BIok the fepublican organization: (in Yre} .as the first to anticipate
the national nominating conventions in 1860, In 4pril,1859, when the fepublics
m et to draw up a platform and to nominke a candidate for the congressional
elcction, they also turned th&de04btdeadddodd their attention to the
forthcoming nationalconvention of their arty. A1though the epportionment
008 tot he national convention was not know, three delcate were
ele cte, 4x® A.G, Hovey, Dr. W, Warren and Leander Holmes. On ©6 the
motion of B ron J, Tengra, editor of the newly founded “epublican
paper The Peo-le's Press, the delegate to the national convention w®
were instructed to suprort William y., Seward for the president al
non nat ion., Seward's endorsement by the convention came as a shock to many
Republic ans in Yregon, “eward was considered a radical on the slavery
question; his uirrepressible conflict" and "higher 1uw; doctrines w re ideaé
which these foéo frontier “epubltans ;efgsed toaccept.

.« .n6cause of Seward'!s unpopularity among cregon fepublicans and because
of the lrregua rity of his endorsement by the c onvention, the party
@0dd did not support the Newyrk Sepator//..In the fall of 1859
“i1lliam L, Adams through his newspaper @nnounced.his support of Edward

Bates for the Republican presidential nomination. Bates..®outhern born s d
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the canpaign of 1860

Youglas Democratsin the state of Qregon

:he fusion of tepublican and
and 1ts success in the “enatorial election w re a revolution in Pacific
Northwestpolitics.

The Pacific NW was brought closer to national politics in 1860
by the active participaetion of two :favorite sons" in the election campaign
Joseph Lane, the vice presidential candidate on the Brec&enridge
ticket, and +sagc T, Stevens, the national chairman of the B reckenridge
camnaign committes., ‘

(p 129)
In contrast with present-day campaigns, the presidential campalgn
of 1860 was a quiet one, an atmosphere that belied thetremendous
importance of the issuemsinvolved. “braham Lincoln made no speeches
during the campaign. Douglas, the most energetic of the ca didates, toured
widely throug out the Midwest, “outh and ~ast.
pas 143
*he sentiment in ths PNW in favor of both atransconti ental railroad
and a homestead act undoubtedly opersted to the advantase of the Republican
papty. "hile t elocal Democratic orcanizat fons united with the Republic ans
in support of these measures, they w re betrayed by the actions of many of
their national leaders,
p 143
T.io additionsal issue . that 1nfluenced the election of 1860 in the Paciflc

Nw wer the question of corruption i government afid the controversy
over the Or gon war debht.

...the question of payment of the Ore gon war debt was a potent
force in local politics during the lat er years of the decade. *he debt

nad been created by both Oregon and Washington Territory in 1855-56 when
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local troops were raised to comcat an lIncian uprising. Amounging to six
million dollars, the debt was supposed to be met andrepaid by the

national covernment. “Yongress, alarmed at the large em ount duve, md begun a
series of investigat ions which proved highly annoying to the PNW. &
#1thoush Lane workdd hard thro gho t his terms in “Yongress to secure

the payment of the war debt, his efforts were always blocked. Py

1860 voters in the region w re re&dy to turn elsewhere for satisfaction.

.. .Abrarah Linc 1ln carried Yregon by the slim margin of 270 votes over
“reclienridge, hls nesrest competitor., Douglasdrop ed

over 1,000 votes behind Lincoln. ‘he complete returnsgave Lincoln

seven counties, 5,345 votes; Preckenridge, eight counties, 5,085 wotes;
pouclas four co'nties, 4,131 votez ; and “ell a mere 213 votes.

p 154..t six months that followed the election of Abraham Lincoin in
1860 were a crulcial priod for the U.S.

.. one b one the slave states of the deep South adopted ordinances of sececsi
until by the first of ”ebruar*,1861 ,seven stat es wer out of the tmion,

p 157--As the crisis deepened Jpseph ~ane and his BrecirenfidgeDemocratic
suprorters in Or gon came to a arting of the ways. Lane's position
became increasi gly more radical, :y thetime (ongress assembled i “ecember,
1860, he was completely identified with the “outhern group and assumedthe

r ole of defender of Southern action. ;e w@8 not only bscame
reconciled to disunion but began to advocate it,
p 160-- #8 the “outhern states moved closer to secession, many eyes in the
nation were dir ted toward the gaungest , most isolated area of the

c ountrv.. how wil the Pacific states r ain affected} 1t was
inevitable tha the idea of an indepondent repblic west of the Rocky
#ountains should be revived at this time. This idea had its roots in the

belief that the pacific “Yoastwa too distant from the populs tion
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centers of the East to be an integral part of the United Ptates.

‘he i1solation of the region and the belief that 'ts interests w re

c losely tied with the Pacific area and Far East had encouraged the
notion that tho Pacific Yoast ¢ 'd no be a art of the United States
(this idea expre sed by many natlonal leaders from Thomas Jefferson

to Zachary ‘aylor,..in 1855 so - persons in washingbon ferritory favored
the formation of a new republic in order to bring nearer home to the
‘acific C-ad’ the powers of government, to secure i dependente, to

cut off ovsarland connectio , end to make the new“epublic the dsepot

of Asiatic trade.

..56vere areas bent on self destruction,.dd6@ asvoldm taxes

Northwest opposed disunion, looked for positive governmentsasl action
arainst the “outhern secessionists.

p 186 N
dd@-i8da ’the actuasl sece sion of the Southern states gave

encouragement to the proponents of a Pacific “epublic. "If the ynion shoild

go Into more than two piece:, wrote one settler in the Pacific Northwest,

-

"ipen 1t (The Pacific _ep bllc) would most 1ikely become a fact, endrather
a small om=m one " Matthew P. Deady Papers, Orevon Historical “ociety

Library...@otoJames W, Newsmith )

Yaring the mEYI early months of 1861 , rumors circulated in Washington
derritory tha ~rours of men stood feady to assume control of the
government machi ery should the Union fall to pleces, One “epublican
newspaper r porteds

"7t has long been understood that a secret sworn soclety of armed men,
numbering several thousands, existed on the shores of the Pacific,whose sole
aim was to nossess the arms, treasure and fortifications of the Yederal
Jovernment, le vy taxes a la “outh Carolina, and subjugste, by force and

arms, such of the people as had the temerity to demur to their attempt
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at coercive control.

Egrlier the s me spaper had reported fhat certal citizens of the territor
had already receiv d thelr commissions in' the new government but that
the ﬁprecise time of thelr entering upon the d scharge of their self-
tmposed duties" remained uncertain. (Port Townsend North-Yest, March 7,
Yebruary 28,1861.) ‘hese alarms proved unfounded.
(p 187) centiment in the region was strong agai st breasking away from
theUnion....

Washington Territory declared f or the Unf‘on in unequivocal terms,
Theterritorial legislature debated throug the winter a series of
reso]utioqs "expressive of our attachment to the national Union , and

-

pledging Washington for the parent government." loward the end of the session

which was described d4 by a partici ant as one of "mark ed excitement, the

~ ~

resolution were passed with but oneydissenting vote. (Augustus Ripley “urba:
D1ary, Library of ¢onrress, microfilm in the yniversity of #ashington
Library) p 198, tebruary 7,1861;lerritory of €ashington House Hcournal
1860-1261 (Olympia 1861), = 387; Territory of “ashington gouncil Journal,
1860-8861 (Olympla 1861) pp 310-311}.

Later a mass mesting was summoned at the capitol in Olympia for all
who lowe d the ynion and were op osed to a Pacific ~epublic "A large md
enthusiastic " crowd gathered , el cted a president and seventeen
vice-presidents, six secretaries and a committee on resolutions
incl ding men draw from all sarties. Four resolutions were approved
by the meeting, deploring the effc ts to bresk up the Union, repudiatinz
the attempts to establish a Pacific confederacy, pronosing en amicable
settlement of all grievances between the pyorth and Soutt, and declaring the
attachment of "ashington ‘e ritory to thhr Uniom. It was hop d that these
"evidences of our loyalty may not be without their weight, as they plainly

show that we appeeciate wi th 8arm gratitude, the care of our government,"
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(0lympia Washington ®tandard, March 2,16,1861; Olympia Ploneer and®e
Democrat, March 15,1861. )

No sud d emonstrations were held in Oregon. “ small Union meethng wes
held at “#storia early in Anril at which aformer Breckinridge Democrdt
urged the formation of a Union party and exorted all rnresent to support the
Union...

p 068 188

éll hopes for a peaceful .restorationof the Unlon and for he avoldance
of an armed collision between the Yorth and the South were dashed
by the“Yonfederate batteries in Charlsston harbor. In the early morning
hours of April 12,1861, after fruitless negotia ions with thesmall
garrison, Southern guns bezan the bombardment of “ort 8dhgh “umter. .
News of the sttack reached the Pacific Northwest on “pril 29, when the steamer

fGortes” arrived in portland witd from ~an ¥rancisco. lhe reaction was
electric. The sett}ers on this far frontier, 1like people throughout the
North, responded to the headlines wsith an unquestioned devotion to the
Unio . :he fine distinction between coercion and the enforcement
of the laws was forgotten. #11 agreed that the government m)j€® must
suppress the rebellion...

Fop almost four months, particularly since the ness of “outh Yarolina's
secession had reached tle area, the people of the Pacific Northwest had
watched the “astern developments Although they felt detached from the
sectional strugrle so far as the issues invo ved uere concerned, they
neve rtheless showed a deep interest in end anxiety about the natioml
difficulties. from the very first they expressed and felt a devotion to
the nion; their efforts were bent toward the preservatio o the

tmion by the best means they knew, canpromise am cautions moderation.



15

:n contrast to the divisons thet had existed during the campaign

of 1860 , all political groups jolned in a common crusade to save the
Ynion. fhe former Breckinridge party was one of themost vocal in sup ort
of the Tnio, further indicatim that the Breckinridge vote in the lracific
Northwest had been a Union vote. ..p 189--the Douglas Vemocrats were

n 1ess vocal in favor of the Unlon

p 190 :

In 1 tsattitude toward the  ecession crisis,the Pacific Northwest assumed

the character of a borderrogion." Lts feeling of detachment from the

—

sectionalstrusgle, its refusal to admit either slave or free Negroes, its
wholehearted devotion to the Tmion, its support of'bompromise andaversion
toward coercion, its fallure to grasp the real seriousness of t e crisis, its
generzl inclination toward a co serva Iibe andmoderate policy, and its
abhorrence of all that smacke d of radicalism--al 'these were

characteristics of both the Pacific Northwest end the "border f@giont of the
ohio and Mississip i valleys. ?he simllarity between thefar Northwest
frontisr and tke border states to the East w@dsd was further m:infested in
the months that followed the bombardment of “ort ®umter.

p 194--0 e of the most complete conversions was that of Matthew P, Deady.
Og turned his (p 195) back to the Jeffersonian principles he had suppofted
garlier and became an avowed Yederalist. # proslavery advocate in the
years befor & the election of 1860 and a nartisan of “reckinridge 690fg
during that election, Deady wrote in May,1861, that he had got over the
fseductive Jeffersonian humbugs...about, every man being h's own
government, rotation in office, and 'eternal vigllance (which mesns eternal
sedition) is the price of liberty..."

"Je“ferson (Deady continued) overthrew the tederal govt as wellas the

“ederal party with his resolutions of /98 and ‘o day we are reaping

the consequences. He has besn themodel for every distuber of the public
peace & v@rs nce, ang his resolutions and declarations of Indepsndence



16, and hisresolntions and declarations of lndependencs contain
enourh of re volution nullification secession and anarchy, to set the four
corners of the world by the ears,"

Of the Democratic party Yeady wrote "It has only been a piece of
party machl ery kept r nning by nower of former prestige andfo ce of hablit
since Polk's administration."
p 197

Most of the settlers enthusiastically sﬁpported the rovernment and the
administration, but there was a slzable minorit y, notably former
Breckinridge “emocrats, who r fused to s pport a “epublicam president in
a ©9 war arainst Southem people end i stitutions, The conwetions of
so @ led them to join the Confederate army.
...*s the war cont nued, the frontier population gave credence to “tepher

A. Douglas' assertion that there wsre n o neutrals in the strugrle for
the pynion, The problem of where to draw the 1ie between loyalty and
aqdd disloysglty parsisted throughout the “ivil War, A3 @ result repa ts
of disunionists or secessionists in Onagon were often misleading and did
not necessarily mean that Oregonians were supp rting the Confederacy or
avtual ly disloyal to the Union., There were, however, many isolated
incidents throughout the Pacific Northwest to inspire such reparts.

Rymors circulated almost 1 medistely that the QBOER: Bnagade kx Knights
of the “olden Circle had established lodges in “he Dalles, #lbany, and
Yorvallis and were plotting the overthrow of the United “tates (p 199
government . (Portland “eekly Oregonim , May 11,1851; Corvallis Orepon “eekly
tmion, .une 1,1861, . Slater, e ditor of the Union vehemently denled ~

the existence of lodses of the ® Enights of the Golden “ircle in Oregon.)
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At Lonz tom precinct in Lane Lounty, an area in which persons of
Southern birth and backgrougd predominated, theConfederate flag was

raised and waved undisturbed for some time. 4-arby in the small town
of “onroe, a church meeting was broken up when the mi ister urged the
andience to sustain the government. “ camp m ee ing of the “suthern
sathodist Church ended in a riot when the minister refused to display
the American flag andmade several "harsh remarks'" about it. In the
mining district of eastern “ashington :erritory a government officlal was
reported to have drunk a toast to Jefferson Davis as a gre:ster man than
“eorze "ashington . On Sguvie's Island, near Portland, a group of men
declared that "no d----d pbololitionist should raise the #merican flag on
that island. ‘hese i cidents were multiplied man times ( Oregon and Its
Share in the C vil “ar, Robert Tre=t Platt, OHQ IV,(June 1903),89-109.

opposition to the prosecution of the war was expressed as Soon &s

the pol cy of t'e Lincoln administration betame known , and the grouddwork
of the later "Cop erhead:amovement was laid.

p 209 ;

With the adjournment of Congress in March, the facific Northw st's two
principal actors on the national stage, Jeseph ane and Isaac I.

stewans, left the national capltal for t heir homes. “ane arrivedin

Po tland on the same steamer that brought the newsof Fort bumter's
bombardment. *is rsceptionwss f r from cordlial. “umors clrculated throughout
the N rthwest that hane wonld attempt totdce Oregon out of the Union.

Just before embarking for the Pacific “oast , he was supvdsed to have
announced®«T am out of politlics; but I shall contirue to stand by the
right. 1 w11l urge the democrats of Oregon to adopt the Constitution

of t e Cconfederate States of their platform ( Po tland “eekly

Oregonlian, 5,.1r1127,1861),...after hisfarrival on his farm at Winchester
Lane ssttled down to a quiet l1life, rafelyleQVi-g his home for t he next

bwenty years,
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p 211

“tevens returned to Olympislate in Anr 1 looking "grave and care -worn,
for he had takren deeply to hert the troubles bei_:.wedn t' e north and south,"
tgubert f. ancroft, History ofxk washington, Idsho and Montena,1845-1889(San
*prancisco 1890) p. 206;.. Soon afterward , he delivered an address in
which he not only denied the right of secessionbut also declared
that the els ction of a Republran pre ident was not sufficient
cause for seceding, alt hough le held tiRA©A*O60D the *epublican par ty
resnonsible for d sunion, "Lhe only salvation, hesaid, was through a
united Pemocmatic par ty. "e urged every cltlzen to stand by the govermment
and maintain it a-ainst aggression, “tevens , howsver, soon le arned
t hat he was under the odium of disunion., Many perm ons questiome d his
loyalty and emohasized his le adership in the Brecklinridge organiz ation, in
thecourse of which he -had become intimately associated with meny seces:slon
baders......stevens term as delespate had expiredwi h adjournenment of
;onrzress in March (1861)
p 212

bgfore the el=ction of Lincoln was known, “i1lliam “inlock Miller,

)

superintendent of Indlan affairs under “uchanan and a leading

administration Democrat in the territory, cantioned Steven: that "we must keej

= -

up the Organization of the Democratic party andfight on and fi ht always.ﬂ

p 216

ine cause of Union-:epublicanism in the PNW suffered three setbacks
in the months that followed the initial crisis in 1861, During the
summer, Congress (p2l7) ses ed George . Shell, Orezon's pro-Southern
representat iv, after wk wesks of investigation.“ndrew ‘J. Thayer,the Pouglas

Democratic cntestant for the seat, made an unsuccessful spveal to the

patriotic sympathies of the Northern conzressmen. lhe seating of a
prp-Southern Demc ratic con ressman by a “Yongress controlled by Northern
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Betieunnacens Northern ~ep blicans had been inserpreted
an effort toconciliate the border and Facific “oast state .

....In October, 1861, L3ward “1d& inson faker, Ooregon's Republic an Senator
i.nd one of the mainstays of the Unlon c use on the ‘acif ic Yoast, was
lled in action in the battle of JI:’all's Bluff on the Potomac ‘'iver, Baker
had decided early in the crisis to particppate militarily in the war against
the South. jeceivint an a nointment as colonel, he rails ed aregiment o
volunteer trocps in the Last. “48 death was a hard blow to Repuhlicans in
Orezon, who regarded faker as thei most "®D reliable medium of
comnunication W th the Lincoln administration.

...9ashington Territory seemed safely fepublicwm for the duration
with the elsction of a :epublican dele sate and with fincoln-appointed
fgpublicen officeholders arriving in the territory. :he Democratic
ma jority in t e terrltory, however, wus not diminished,..
D 218. ..the “Yopperhead opnositlon continusd to d encunce the prosecution of
the war and the infringement of civil liberties by the Lincoln ;
admin is tl'?tion. o
p 219

“hile the Ncrthwest frontiersmen were busy buildi = a social,

economic and politiqgl struckure of their own on the fa= shores of
the *acift, they nevertheless wer not too occupied to glance
now and a-=in st the political upheaval in the fast. The settlers were
indeed, as one editor put it, s ctators to the war of sections. Yot they
exp essed a strong lnterest in the national political difficulties,

“ne ploneer wrote: Politlclans,...urge this Territitory is far removed from
contending sectional interests, t ha we are in a ltaitude unprofitableto
slave labor, 8Ad BaO that therefors 1t is’of but little interest to
us whether the Federal Government nrotects slavery in the territories, or

excludes it. “hether it be of consequence or nd , there 1is a principal
- - FS
involved (Metter to the BEditor, Olympia “ashington btanderd, *ebruary 9,1861.)
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When the crisis erupted ‘nto war, thesettlers of the ‘acific Northwest
stood by the Union. fheir contribution to the war effort was perhars
negligible i sofar &s men and arms were concerned, but the Republican
and Un'on victories in the elections of 1860 andl862 1llustrated thelr
sunport to the administration. ‘hroughcut these difficult years
the conservatism of the frontisr k pt thems afely within the folds
of the Ynion,and it guided their footxteps lon -after the last shot had

been fired,..

2nd of notes from book.



F

The Secession Crisis and t e “rontier: Wash ngton Territory, 1860-1861

By Robert 7. Johannsen The Mississipni Valley Historical Review Jo rnal
of Ameoricen History, Vol XXXIX No. 3, Yecember, 1952 pp 415-440

Wiile atremendous volume of scholarly historical workims becn done
on the Civil War period there exists no adequate trestment of therole
played by the rfaclfic Northwest during that t ime. Sparsely populated
end isol te from the Bast by poor transportation and communication as
well & & two thousand miles of prairies, deserts, and mounta n peaks,this
frontier region nevertheless felt a stronz interest in national affairs
andexpressed a vital concern over the sectionalcrises that finsally
culmiqate d in the Yivil Wer. At its outbr ak the ares, known for many
years as the Oregon bountry ,was divided politicsally into two major unitsk
Or gon wh ch h d been admitted to statehocd in1859, and Washington
Territory including what 1s now Ideh o and parts of western Montana. A
study of the r actlon of the settlers of “ashington Lerritory to the
secession cris is of 1860-186lillustrates not only the sgnificance
and chara ter of national politics on the level of frontier politics
but also the strong comecting tie that existed between the frontiersmen
of the Pacific Northauest andthe national gocvemment dring one of t he mosat
critical reriods of Ame.rican h&story.

in 1860 washington ‘erritory, with an are. sl most three times
that of New England,had a population of only 11,594 peoplse. the
backgrounds of the settlers were varied,a large proportion of them
originating 1 areas tha' bad just emerged from a frontier stage. The
census returns of that year i dicate that nearly half of the nat ive~-born
populat ion of the territory had been born in ten (p 416} states of the
middle and up er Mississip 1 ‘alley and that a large number had
emigrated from slaveho ding states of the uprer anddeep “outh. Seven

years esarlier the area had be=n split o f from the Territ ory of



2

Oregon andgiven separate territorislstatus. l“'1"om the first territor ial
election in 1854 , the“emocratic rarty had held undispted sway over loel
politics. A1though the ter:itory had been created under s Whig president
the ap ointment of o ficers was left to his Democratic successor. From then
until after the outbreak of the Civil dar, the terri tortel patronsge was
closely contrclied by the Democrstic party. Not nly did the appointed
officers serve as a con ecting link b twe n the nat imal and locl

party organizations but they bullt up around them astrongpolitical
machline, nown localy as the "Vlympia clique." The Repu 1icanx party

-hai 8 small beginning in thel856 el ction a d was cmsiderably strengthened
in tBO following year s by the demise of the local dhig rarty. It never was
a match for the Democeatic organizatlon,however,wich polled over 60 rer
cent of the total vote cast for the territmtorial‘delegate in thetwo
elections preceding 1860, (For a summary of political activity in Wash Ty
In the years prior to the giv 1 “a see Robert W, Johmannsen," National
Issues and Local Politics in “ashi ton *e rito v, 1857-1861," Pacific
Northwest “narterly)Sea tle XLIL (January 1851 3-31.)

Although the nature of the territorial system itself necessarily demanded
en extension of feceral power, sentiment in favor o the Soverélign

local state we strong among members of both ~arties in »ashington
Territ ory, a Jeffersonian idesl that persisted elsewhere on the

far Northwest frontier.

Almost from the beginning of theterritorial period , the settle rs

ﬁmnifest:d an actlive interest in national politics, even though as a
territory the re gion had neilthsr a voice in natiomal affai s nor a vote
In national elc ctions. *he great distance which lay between th pacific
Northwest and the centers of political macivity in theiast, the s rse
population, and the limited economy of t h territory maede many national

issues abstract. *he local pollitical rarties , ho e er, followed the

allignments of thsir national ceunterparts,



Al though the extension and protection of slavery in the territories
(p 417) was the dominant national issue during the fifties, it was of
1ittle practical significence in thefar Northwest. “ome slaves, however,
wqret:rought into the facific Northwest by settlers from southern
states, settling for thk most psrt in Oregon where the principle of
slavery extension was argued more bitterly. North 6f the Golumbia
Riyer some minor excitement regarding slavery wss recorded in the fall
of 1860 when a young slave boy held by Jame Tilton, Nashingtonix
T.sv.'-lto::"y's surveyor genersl , escaped to Victoria where &8é he was
aided by British authorities. ‘11ton's protest was forwarded to the
secretary of state in washington, D,g.,but not action was ever taken

on his behalf.

p 418--because of thestatus as a ter itory, Waeshing ton was not

formally mi=mmked represented in the nat ional pPdddd presidential
nominating conventims scheduled far 1860.. ‘he te ritorial LYemocrat s
howsver, hai an 1 1ire ct representative at the natioal convention

gt “harleston in the person of isaac I, Stevens, Washington's delegabe

tn Longr-es.f:, former governor of the territory and leader of th local
DémOC?acy. The state of Ozggon was gl lotted six delegates for th

“'a rleston meeting but only two of those chosen actually attended.

Ihe other four votes were delegated by proxy and exerci ed by various
individuals, among them “tevens. (The two members of the Oregon delegation
who aprearsd i person at dada Charleston were John K. Leamerick,

formerly a brigadier general in the Or gon militia, snd “ansing Stout,
Uregon's conzressman in Washi gton. D.C. Lamerick late: entered the
Confederate éad army. Uther dele gtes who heX proxies were A.P, Dennison,
an ‘ndian agent in Oregon; Justus Steinberger, a gent of the facific dail

“teamsh p'gompany; and ®,B. Metcalf, & former indian agent in Oregon
Territory.



Thro ghout the cm ventim roceedings th Northwest delegation
gcted with th administrstion, or socuthern, wing of the party. “hen
the debate over the adoption of s platform resulted in the disruption
of the convention,the ri al wings of the party each scheduled a
meetinz in B Baltimore for the middle of June. btevens, assuming the
leadership of t he Oregon del mation, apneared in the Yauglas
convention.but @6td@ later withdrew. Joining with the Southerners he
participated in nominating gchn C, Breckinridge and Lane on a strong
proslavery platform.
p. 620 ive nomination was receiv d with jubilation by many Demcc rats
in washington “erritory. "hen the news ar lved enthusiastic citizens of
of Olympia, the territ rial capital, fired sixty guns to celebrate th3
occasion. ...l'he Pione=r and Democrat, with a preoccupation for party
regularity ,at first cast a few doubts on the legality of the conventlion
thet nominated Preckinridge. these doubts wer: = on dismissed with the
obse vation thst, even if only "eleven" (sic) states were repr esented at
the con ention, the deleg tes represented people :who entertsin views
upon the question of slavery similar to these we hold to."
(01ympils P loneer and Yemocrat, July 27,1860)

‘he optimism of territorial Democnats wms he ightened even more by
the results of the local ter itorial election in July 1860, when
twenty-four Democrats andnine riepublicens were returned to the
territorial legislature. +4n a co fident tone t hat was shortly
to be reversedby ¢ 1 cumstances the Democratic orszan declared,"Ehe
democracy werenever before so united."

Territorial interests in the nationzl election was further enhanced by

the appointment of Stevens as chairman of tlm e “emocratic National



Bxecutive VYommittee , the of ficlal Preckinridge and Lane organiz ation.
Since 1852 ,when he actively campaigned for Fronklin Plerce,
Stevens had been h ghly rsagarded by Vemocratic party leaders. A-rointed
go ernor of “gshi gton *errlitory the following yea , he w-s instrumental
in rerfecting the organizatio of the territorial Yemocratic party. In
1857 and again 1 1859 hewas elected territorial delegate. During his
terms in Cong,“ess h: vert in close connection with the Buchanan
administration. When the d@dGd@axeeti@éddad party splkt over the Lansas
1ssue, Stevens remained loyal to the administration wing. Pyring the
summer of 1860 , when the th eat of disunion became ilgreahiggiy
great, Stevens beliew @ that the election of Breckinridge was the only
alternatl e to an open br sk betws en the North and the South. From his
e adquarters in th nationgl capitel, he wrked dlligently thmw ughout the
summer, writi - campaign pamphlets, mek ing addresses, and conferring
with leading Democrats.

The optimism of some terr tor al Yemocrats and tl® confidencse
of the Yemocratic or an was hardly justified. The Yemocraticpaty i1 the
territory , like ths nationsd party, wa not a this time unitedy
Since 1856 aloc 1 split centered around the arbitrary actions of
Ysvernor Stevens during an Indian war aloandOmOﬁddPuget Sound, It
assumed larger S gnificance s early as February, 1859. Ih an addreés
to the votsrs of the territory , the Democratic Central “ommittee for
Washington Territory announced:

Fo~ near one year--since the unfa tunate differenceb etween

Pre ident Buchanan snd “enator “ouglas m the bBansas questlon, there had

evidently betn a steady and fixed determination on tmbpart of the outs,
claiming tobslong to the democracy (The ant i=-"tevens “emocrat3y to
ignore thepresent administration , create & 1TJouglaLs movement, and
construct & party her who:e 1ssue Ww th tre democracy would be placed
upon the ground of differance (sic) that existed between tie President
andthat Senator at the last session of Concress, ,

p 4% spite of efforys to heal or ignore the breach, the Youglas,or
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anti-Stevens » wing gained strength.
Se e Democrats in Washington Territory were quite disturbed

at the disruption of their party on the national level., s the
presldential election approacited , the conviction grew that no candidate
would receiwe a majority of the electoral vote, thereby throwing
the decision into the House of Representatives.
... .Bepublicans in the territory were jubilant over the national turn
of events. ‘4w newspapers wer founded in 1860 to provide the 422
new party with a nedium fo expression. Tbe Olympia thshington
Standard announced :its determination to "do battle for the advancement
offresterritory, free labor, free speech ;nd free men,"

1‘he first issues were devoted to the president ial election. “n spite of

the fact that washino;ton Territory I8 d no vote in ths election, the ed tor
felt that the area had a vitel interest in its outcome. The United
Statates “upreme “ourt had s 8ccordlng to the paper, declared
Washington a slave territory when it ruled on the Pred Scott case,'"ue
have long entertained the opinion that Washington *erritory was Republican
at he-rt," the editor conti uwed rather naively, th:t a large
ma Jority of the territorial élctorate onposed the proslavery tenents of
the Yemocratlc party and regarded with horror the Democre ic efforts to
m ake slavery nat'onal and freedom sectional. *hat the territorial
elections disproved these assertions did not seem to deter his enthusiasm,
The northern states, he predicted, would vote forLincoln while those
of the South would suprort Bell.
"v..0n November23,1860, news of yincoln 'selection in the Ploneer and
Democrat dashed “bey's "faint Hope. Eleewhere in Worthwest tie w ting0pHe
revealed the wlative strength of political parties 1 the r gion,
A divided Democratic party I Oregon gave the state to T.incoln who won

won by a bare 264 votes over Dreckinridge, hls nearest competitor., L[t 1is
significant that Oregon was one of the two free states that gave

Sreckinridge a larger vote than “ouglas.
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..Bichard D, Gholson, the Buchanan&appointed goernor of the
territory, had left Olympia esrly in 1860 for his home in Kentucky
shere he campaigned for “reckil ridge and later urged the secession of
his nd ive state. A month befom Lincoln's inauguration he tendered his
resignation to the secretary of &té state "unwil ing even for a day to
hold officer under a (so-called "Republic an" president." ILocal
Republicens, indicating a complete ack of understanding of the
tarritor 1al system, co fidently ex ected that they wo 1d be cal ledupon
p assume the t rr torial administrstion., Even before Lincoln's elesction
a “ew York lawyer wrote to one of his friends, an asplring officeholder,
"Now is the time to »xxx} revolutibnizd lash Terr & get rid of the
cl ique that has ruled it for years & you are the man to do it." In
aneffort to expedite Lincoln's task of filling the territorial office end

to reward deserving local politicéns,s mroun of Republicens met at
Ciympia in December; 1860, ez reed that only residents of the territory
shonld be appointed, aa 4 ew up a tentatl e list of o flcers, giving
first preference, of course,to those who were present. %he of the
croup admitted ,"the darling idea of my heart , (1s) to make this
Territory ultimately a Republican State."(Elvood Byans to "illiem D.
Kelley, July 29,1861,U.S. Department of State, Yeneral Records,
Appointment FPapers, Applications and Recom endations (microfilm copy
in Pacifié Northwgst Collection of origi als in the National Archives)

Democratic leaders in the territdfy w r undaunted in the face
of the natioal defeat of their rarty, Before the election of Lincoln
waé loc 1 'y known, Williem ¥xXm WinlockMiller, former superint endent
of indtn Affairs under Buchanan and a leading administration
Yemocrat in the tesrritory,cautioned Stevens that  we muws t b ep up the

organiz ation of the Demooraticparty and fight on and ficht always,"





