‘Click Reiander
1212 1, 22nd “ve,,*akima
TWE BATTLVG WD OF NAT*O'AL IRBIGATE0® A''D
THT COLMBIA BAD N PROJITCT
,r?giﬁ of the Colntbia Pasin "roject wrs interwoven with the victory
of natiional ilrrigation, Therefore.its'rootstocis wore set desp in the

h'story of ths &}rthwamt.

- After decislve bstties were fought and won in the Yak ima Valley, major
« s . '“'\:
act'ors-of-grester significence followed in the Columbia §a$in. : 0
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Combattarts wsr- newspeper edibtors, co:igressmen, senstors, privete
cap tel advocates, stute legilsletors and renresentat ives of the inited
. . 4
States goverament,

fhe battle for nationl ircigstion came about after varions pericda
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#hoelr Deeostor Von r of the U.lversity of Tuget Scund, lonz diligent
and ¥ 7 resenrched in Iirrigetion and reclamation natters, hag grouped

generslly. Adaptations have be-n added.,

4
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-Uhe grouping embrace: the early days of cooperative cenals which expanded

gmal  patch ir i-ation for scttlers; anchther completion of the Horthern
Paciflic Hailway, snd the third, passssge of the National foclemntion “ot,
‘he berinning wes at the time of 1amd‘s§tt1mment days when Aditch
comran es 'n ih arrfcu?turally_diftineﬁ Yak ima ?alley, on the periatter
of whst later became the Yolnmbia Basin Pfojeét, ware primorily real
estate sreculaticas,

Cattle, sheep and horse herds were =

agtern Yashington's indistiries. They

wore @stablisheq un over-Clowiag huadred —ears a0 evan hsfo'a the oripinal

cceujancy title of the Indians to the land had been sstisl ctorily ‘

ext'nguished and crrtainly with no perxancy re rmenancy, 4t the outbreuk

of the Civil Jar the original 1 dustries rose to production in quantity,

increading sharpl: +ith the yold discoveries snd attendant iand settlament,
Inone of t hene discoveries, mliers swarmed 1like locusts-~-10,000 to

18,000 onto the Mez Perce indisn ﬁbserration, oceupying the Indian langd
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whers the city of Lewlston it now locsbed. “hat troops were available
lifted not 8 hand to prevent the pllliaging of the treassure from the earth,

They wore more concerned with traders and wilskey smugglers snd 1f military

rocorda-crn bo believed, did their share of driniting,
tne Fraser River excitement, finds in Eastern snd Centrel Opopon, “oise
Basin and Meontena brought more tidal waves of fortune searching emigrants,

The Northern raciftic Hailway entercd the Yakima Valley in 1885 at a
time cuttle, shoop and horses hed resched their greatest ontput, The
nioneor northern trenscontinental srread a seedbed of sebtlements and towns
from Min esota to the Taclfic and eariy the same year founded forth Yakima,
four mlles north of Yakima Clty, the plonesr settlement. The migration of
a8 village, with some of the bulldings moved by m llers and teams to in-lieu
sites, was but a siuelight of thé developing 5tcr3,

Ra'lwoy englneers foresaw great rossiblliities of plenned, gilgantic
scale irrigetion. The railwsy had land for ssle, its lend grents. It pevided
trans ortation to far-off markets. It was extremely enorgetic in promotion,
on s ch-& large scsle 1t wa. carcied into Furope. '
e Tgrents sought gold and the meny who remalned mostly found lsnd to
thmgﬁ~%ikiﬁg. ihe land required irrigation. HMuch laster, scientific englnaerir
%8s ﬁéb$33ur¥ to reclalm land which had fi st been bypassed because it
larkzed watar, - |

Homesteadlng abs  rbed the most desirable raady—to~produqé land.Desert

ontries and timber culture claims made it possible for homesteaders to
incrense the size of t helr holdings and obtain marpinal land. Cathble men
hung on fighting for LamexxExf ranies and agalinst fences, Dryland
. farming, wheat mostly, stirred the soll , drying oubt the land. ?rsductiom

declined. Homesteads on the merglael lens were abandoned. +rrigstlon

became & necessity for survivel, sng essential for expansici.
Ygiter ¥, Granger, for whom the Yakime Valley town of “raager is

nemed geme to the Vakima country, He surveyed the Lo.er Yaiina Valley
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and found irrigation on l.rre scsle 7racl cable. He comenced development
of~the"Big Ditch’} the bunzyside canal, 60 miles in length, utilizing the
Kon ewock “anal which had originsted in cattle herdlng days and by 1889
united with the Worthern 'aéific. "aul ®chulze, land agpent for the Werthern
Pagific. was interested in the canal financially, In ensulng mwnagements,
complicated by various periods of depreasion snd eventual purchase by the
povernment. %, Ladd, Portland; R H. Demy and D.P,. Robinson, “erttle; and
ecrge nald ;- ¥orth Yekima, wore financially interested Iin the canal.

#hen financtal diff ciitles were ovorcome work bsgan in 1800, “ortya
two'mzies.of maln cenal wers o ened, Laterals were constructed and land
s0ld -at ¥40 to $60 an acre, Water, first used from the main censl in 1892,
:reached Sinnyside in 1893 at an: ther tive of depressed codltions. Land
settlément was resumed slowly, azein promotad by the MNorthern Zscific,

Then comnenced a new poriod.

A-newspeperman named Wilbur Vade Roberts-n sold h's aper, the “hehalls
Nugget, - turned down orportunities to nurchase newsperers at Secttle and
Tacoma and came £o Horth Yalima, He ascqul red the Yekima Republic, Jan. 8,
1899, This wss one of the pespars that had picked up and moved to North
Yalkima foom vyasim Clity, the‘nr sent Unton Gap, when the Northern Pacific
came aling and selccted a new tcwnsité.

Ten years eirllier wesley L. Jones, an attorney, had settl d at lgorth
‘aklma, Jones entered politics in 1898, defeating James Famllton I.ewls, a
bewhiskcred gentlaeta , for Songress, 2nd began service in the Haule of
Hepresentatives the seme yesr Hobertson asrriveéd in Nerth Yk ima

Robertson was alresdy kuown for_aoid-tinged edltorials,and he had a sense
of numor, 7B cezsury Lo maintaiﬁ a mental equilibrum wheﬁ engaging in
aditofiai enconnters, He was greeted by the following editorial quin in
& rivsl nesapaner, the E&kima Harald,

Ay

"Since we must have Fepublicen editors, Y ima is entit tled to the

best "



Robertson an! Jenes waerse logic Y men. T e reallzec the future of the
Yakime Valley in which their own futures were enwrepned was agraglan., 2o
did men 1ile Levi ankeny of "alla Wella, the birthplace of irrigation in
washingto : Territory.

Robertson gnd yenes knew asgriculture was dependant upon irrigstion, as
dermendant as a growing child for nourishment from its mother thro gh tender
years to the sbability of masturity.

Small ditch companies, organized snd bullt by individuels orsmall groups
of neighbors or men with capltal were appropriating the water flow from
the 170 ﬁile long X=imm Yakima Hiver, a tributary to the main & tery, the
mother uolumbia. They were even ap~ropriating most of the water from
Abtenun Creek along the Yekime Indian Reservestlon whiah the Yakixa Indians
rega.ded as thelrs by treaty right. The Iniiend werc mildly complalning
thét:ammll dams were preventing migretion of salmon Inthe small sbreams,
thOughO“t the whole aren, dltch compenies were orerating under & complex
and crude syatem,

1 adulatlions are necaésary for th.cse whobh rought pnpgfass from chaos
14 worrld seen proper they sho.id be heaped at the foot of - he natlonal
shrine of government bafore they are placed teanderly on cornerstones abdut
the land, small monuments so Lo speak , of kindness to the me ories of
i-dividual =men,

I~ &7 '¢ matter of land development, the gréatast heritege bequeathed
to the amerloan peo»ls in Rastern Jashiagton was the Heclamation ‘et of
June 17,1902, It was not gasily gained.

The Yak'ma Valley beceme not only the battleground for.the “olinmbia
Basin Project but also the proving gromd fort he government in the fleld
of- irpigation, although irrigation.wms alresdy well advsnced in California,

“olorado, Mentana ent Idsho,
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Hebertson, the ed’ter; and Jones, the jolitlcien, selzed upon waiting
oprortunity with hands sccustomed to work end hear ts which knew and were
to know disappointments, #t the time, large interesta, hopeful of state
assistance in expansion and deve}opment of storapefucilities vigorcusly
opposed federal reclamation, “mall landowners fesred private monopcly.Aind
it mipht be surm zed that the perpatusl private vs'public powor i ht was
every then beginning. ,

Jones was @ pointed by President Theodore_“oosavelt to a com ittse of
17 ‘matoucted te draw up & reclumstlon bHill, fhis'bill stipulatad the
rovernment should build irrigation works and reserve mclaimed lands for

gattlera, The co struction wonld be repmsid by the lands reclaimed and

distributlon of watsr would be left to water users, {formed Into assoclations,

Yhe Hecl:mabion fct des’gnmtel the Secret ry of the interior to execute
its purpésa. He in turn orgarized the Heclamatlion Service, July 89,1902,
under the nireoctor of the geo:ogic&l Yurvey. It bscsme sn Independent
organization in 1907,

Once the act was in effect Jones was meabdble to int rest the government
in the Yekima Valley becesuse of the numerous oparations of small companies
aad privabe capital, the government revesling & timidity tha* la ter wanished,
He then uynited with $enator Levl Ankeny, insistinz the government undertake
some pro ject, AtAthe same time he barraged the Secretery of the In'srior
for an frrigstion praoject on the Y ima Indian fAsservatlion.

‘p zens of small scale, large dresm plané for pumping or diverting water
from the Columblia Hiver and its tributa-ies .ers born end died in the
early -years ol endesvor; Some s:rvived by desperate persistence.

Typlicael was one of'Uecember 6, 1602 wh n Yavig .ongm’re and others from
Jorth Yakime incorporated the Moses ake irrigation Co. for #]15,000 with
headguarters at Yorth Yaeklma, acquired a township of land in Douglaes

Sounty and planned to irrigaote it by canal fed from MNeses Lake.
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bfter a time Jones! intarcess.on hel ad ac'eve the survey of the
ﬁig Bend projesct, the first of the ma jor gravity plans, This proposed
taking water from the <pokane Hivwer, conveying it by flume along the
G

columnhla contour to the Yrend “oulee &nd thence through the coulec to the

ox -anse of ir lgable land betuvesn Hoses lake and Pasco., fhia is the same
ares ‘the “Yrend Coulee Project i3 now reclaiming. %he cost, however, was
pronlbitive,

A-plan to tunnel -throsgh the besaltic ridge throupgh which the Urand
Conlée cubs wes ‘nvestigeted, “ut by the end of 1903 both were abondoned
bacruse of cost,

The palouse iver was tken looked to as a source. Howes for it were high
until 1904,

An ed toriel by Robertson indicutes it was also tob costly. He wrote
that precer’ck idgwell, in melking his report Y"stroked his blond beard,, .
and sug estecd the roject be left for ths .resent and a reconnaigsance
be made of the 'ntire Yskima Valley &nd the Ckanogan Projécta

Tlers had b en earlier preliminary surveys beceause the o vernment was
not unaware ofbﬁ;hd development through irrigstion,

LI «
the Senate had eppointed a special committee on irriga ion and

reclamatlon - of artd lsnds gs early as 1889, In fact the storage system

or

of the Columbis héﬁ been envisioned in Congress as early ss 1831,

‘The emsrge ¢y of patch-scale irrigation to devoloped pmw jects; rom
lec L1y orgrnized districts under strte soprovel to the rigantic
governmantal underwritten ones, wss not easily come abaut. Compliicsat ions
of implementing the Irrirastion #ot wevre to immense to be delineated in
th's paper,

At atime + en co2ials wora proposed liie one freom Prigst Rapids on
the volumbia to White Bluffs, 20 miles 10ng to ir-igute £ 5,000 acres,

o

an? the town of "hits 51uffs was born, the Washington “rrigatio
’ & g
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cem any o -8359d & %SO0,000 bond lssue for devele ment of storsge fucilities,
Cne hundred thoisand acres of land were under ifrig ion in the Yaim
co mtry, dlastresced because of finances and an inadequacy of natural
water flow, fhe feclamation Act made possible that the -overnment teke
ov m the 450,000 acre Yakima Project subsisting later on the government
develoms d reserv !rs of “umpl:g r.a o, Ylesr Lake, Tieton, “le Eium,
Sachess and the K schelus reservoirs, having a total storage of 1,063,200
acre Tent,

Jones persuaded the ~overnment to begin development of frrigation on
the vak’'wa Indlan ﬁeber at:Oﬂ covering aprroximately 50,000 acres but
since expanded to 78,000, '‘s object was to open the reservation to white
farmers through le a:ing, becsuse the Indiasns were not agriculturally minded
and only u small percant&ge of them had teven to farming. #ythorization
Sfom th sen‘n'nwy of the interior came in March, 31903, hat would be the
dste »hsh the Ireaty with the Yakima indisn Neblon orisinating in 1855
4as broken, because the Treaty set aside the 1,200,000 acre Yok ina Hescrvat
for the exclusive use of the indians,

In the same your---1903---the chaotlic conditiom 1s shoun by statistics:

Frursfifths of tha.irfigatad acreage &n She stete of “asshington and one-
Helf of the irvicated farms were in the Yekima Vallej. Yheso were kept
&llve by 255 irripetion systems which cost ¥1,968,555 or flﬁ.l? an acre,
I'he aiteh systems amounted to 618 miles. Lhere was 11ttle irripation
from the (rlumbla above the mouth of he Upanogan, =ome 126 farms and
78 systonms,

fhe yesr, 1903, wes memorsble to the r-clameation scene.

Theorore ﬁoos-velt viaited Ssrth Yakime that way 30, He pointed to
the -rrigation #ct of 1602 as marking the begin~l g of "a pollicy more
tmrertant  to thiscountry's internal develoomont than any sinse the

. - 1 .
Hemestood Law of Lincoln 's time. He said:



"By n1d of the National sovernrent cooperating with the st te governments
vith individuals and essocirtions of individuals, we shall see the so-
c2lled  arid endsemi-arid regions in dovelopment during the next 50 years

literally unpersllieled,

n
"ihat is nscessary,

-~

he said," to distribute the water is to get it out
of the ir-igation msxudmy ditches, ultimately to have great storage
reserveirs which will enable us to take the waters that go to waste at
seasons we-do not need them., e are now enter d upon this pollcy and a
voery greast good will come of it.”

Before 1906 the absolute limit of priwete lrrigation hagd been reached,
the entire vare ulated waterflow wes ntilized. “he state was r  jecting
private coriorstlion rlans for dem bullding yet retsiﬁing irriget lon law
artbority,

'

The “eclamstion Service awrrOVcd an aliotment of funds to both the
“iteton and guncyside d'visions of tho Yalima froject, HMurch 27,1906,
Saticnal irrigation was winning andgreater prolects were envisioned,

it is understandable that the name, “ilbur Wade Hohertson and others
should appear as active partlcipants in the *ashington irrigst ion i stitute
wiich criginsted in 1932 at Jortland to sup ort the Netional Reclamation
Assoctatlon. The tbza Division  of the Yakims Project, andthe Columbia
“paln wore list d as two unfinished mrojects. Yromotion of the Columbia
Hasin - and consideration of probleéms of cataer settlements were A ramount
W th the institute. An sim was In keeping vl th the thinking of the

Yakima publisher, expressed ia his magarx newspaps rt

"in .the past we havethought of engins ering, of promotion and of
settliing., -n tho future we must think more of producing , of mesrkets and
of Mumun va ves, “e have looked u on development of irrigation proiects
as a matter of a fewx yess. “e have re~ardéd them a3 comnleted sh en the

aorikd sre consbructed and lands nartlslly set'led. %o =gt realize
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t oy ars not comilotod until e.ch T ym unit i3 successfully supporting a
family and contribubing to the nroupority of th@ commun® ty."

Jt la alzo not difficult to seo why fobertson couldnot résist pen Jabs
an’ stabs on suoh occasions as the vis 1t of Yecretary of the Interior
albert Y41l to Yakima, late in 1921, remeombering the yet unfinished
nrov’ag grovnd projects and the need for further goverhmental assis tanoce.
iao siroteq

"Saeretary Fell has gone back to Yashington. He did not get to see
the gc umbia “asin Project but promised to come back next s ing snd go

o ¢r t, s &ld have time to «c over the Yaklma Ffroject which'required two
days. The clty of Yakime has been bullt up by ﬁmney'iﬁvmsted by thell.S,
voverpment in reclesmation projects. Miliions of dolle rs have been expe nded
there und mil ions more are going into further development., iIn fsct there
i3 developlng ¢ strons feeling 'n some pa-ts of the state thut so far as
fadarak«i*vig&tion 18 cencerned in this state, Yakime hss been the whole
thing with the excepticn of t&e akanogan project whiich s 8 minor one
com arad with the big »rojects in the Yekima Velley. You would nsturelly
ex' ¢ct Senator Junes to faver his o d home Hown utyou could not expect
that Yac tma shonld cerry £f prectically the whole chease,

A;”Butfﬁbﬁhthm mayhe the people in other parts of the atate are to
biame;foy noﬁ-gqtting’their pro jects into shape to ask. for fecderal ald,

Fut then, again, when they do get their projects into shape to ask for
federnsl aid, they will bs met by the ediét that the projects that have been
started must. be completed b@foré any new ones are gtartegd. And ss all of
the projects th t have bren starbtsc are in the Yaki=a country, w fail

to see where there is much nope for ®llensburr, 5rewster, “enatchee or

~the Columbia “asin,-If they want anj conslderst ion each one had bhotter

g0 o1t and get s s enstor of l&ts osn,"
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The editorial pages of 8 paper are the expressed viows of the editor.
he news solums reflect the fac ual hapoeaings of the day, the »eriod and
the crgasion.

Before Hoberison's deerth the news secticas of his papers (by thoen he
had acquired the Yakima Herald) contalned meny accounts of potentialities

of tha “Yolumbla Besin gs well as depressing repotte, for ins tance, from

Bspublic of August 26,1925, under a Washington dateline:

The vakima atly
"he srecial commission on - the proposed Columbis Miver Rxmg Basin
Reclamation Projlect- reported to ¥ecretary Work todey that the time hsd not
arpived vhen local and natlonal interests ave requir@d for the proposed
construction,
"lhe mrport pointed out that the cost of the nproject had baenfixed
st 193,260,000 wh'ch is 158 sn scre and declared the Buresu of
fieclemation hes not the information needed to formulate o daevelooment plan
as costly and complex as the o038 cutlineu,.
© "Your comiission has no doubt found that the time wil®l come when local
and natlonal intoreuts 211l require the co® truction of thesse w ks and
the utilization of these imneasursbly vsluable re ources, It does not
belleve , hosever, tha! thic time has arrived.

"...past experience in this andother irrigat~d countries 1s conclusive
thet solvent reclamation requires a nrocram of ssttls mant sndfarm
develorment,,.."

And there were others, "his from the “anuary 26,1912 issue of the
Boruld.

"weshington “eclamat ton projects in the arid west upon w ich the
govarnment has srent millions of dollars'ultimatmly must full acnording
to Dr, R.T. Galioway, chief of the Depsrtiment of Agricuiture's Purean of

Plant Industry.

"i#gports mede public in the House Agriculturel@x Department of ?Xpenditures
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Com-ittee shows that Dr. Gallowey testificd before the committee that large
are s reclaimed in the west were being lost to agriculture as the result
of 'saturstion wearing out.'®

"o fa as i know ,! Dr. Ualloway sald 'there never has bren any long

1
continued irrig tion in a seml-arid climate anywhere In the world, t"

l'hat was five years before one of several ideas for the Columbiea §asin
Projecht blossomed, matured and drop-ed off the limb without bearing ripe
fr it,

E+P, ‘Blaine of Yukima was chalrman of the “tate Rallwmgy Commission.
He inspacted. the Pasin and later went to Washington, asking the leclamation
fiaxxizs Bureau Lo assis!t In bringin; the watsrs of the Pend d'Oreille River
onto the sagebrush lands. In January,1919, Gov, L.ister recommended that
the merit should bed etrrmined and & bill was passed, cresbting the
Columbie éasin Sy rvey.

Gensral Qeorge %, Goethals , who built the Ienama Canal, was employed
and decleredx it frazsable , fass meetings were held in Fasco merked by
display of bsnners,'We Want Water," and 'Keep Yonr ®ye cn Fasco," but
nothing followed.

In 1920 the cointry wss beset by drcught and depression, Yranklin D,
Lgosevelt, while compaigning for the vice pre Idency, saw the ares needing
only water and undoubtedly the sight impréssed himi;;olate: actions,

A maeting for Pasin development was called at Lind in 1931 and
Grand (¢rulee Yam was supvorted ss a project to provide work Instoad of
dole.

Byt vefore then, “illy Clepp, sn attorney; *ufus food, publisher
of the "enatchee world; Gail Hathews of Eprrata snd James 0'Sullivan
had imnlanted the idea of usiny the Grand Coulee, of harnessing the
river and crenting equaliéinﬂ ressrvoirs, They had worked touard that

since 1918, and “oods especially had campaigned like a camp meeting

avanpalist.
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- One of "oods' eye-catehi - ideas had bren a front page drawing on
hislnewspaper s cwing wild horses straining in the froth of a proposed
dam,

In December, -1927, in the 70th Con-~ress, i'esle&y L, Jones, by
then & senator and Ularence C., Dill introduced & bill asking adoption of
the golumbia ?aain as a fadgral project, Congressman John ¥, Summer
intreduses & -Quplicate-bill,-

- Hearings on the Yolumbia ©

agin Project BL11l, FR 7446, were held lay 25,
27 amd‘gume 1, 2, 3 and 13, 1932,

g Lbsenée of editorial comuent, even news from Robertson's newspapers,
is significant, It is not that he opposedm prciress in sny form, but
8 reflection of the economics of the times, Thase were tipht-money times.
The cost o f povernment was rising. The soldiera! bonus was being pished,
“obertson saw the pitfalls of encroacing taxation more clearly thsn senstors
and congressmen and pressure groupd.

Robertson editoriel ized on the overproduction of orange§ in

“aliforniag; senators and con(ressmen with relatives on payrolls, znd
the overproductiocn of asparagus, He reported fully the brganizqtion of
the “allo jalla Taxpayers Associstion and demands for economy.

on June 21, a few days after the hesring, he commentad editorialiy:

"1t is the bsginning of a new era in which the Americen people will
pay dearly forthe edtravagance and waste they have &l lowed to creep into
the operation.of their federsl govsrnment,
| "The only way to beat the new tax schedile is to dle & bankdupt and
sleep for etemity in potter's field."

Hobertuon did not cho se to cons istently editorialize for economy and

'n the some breath of printer's ink espouse oontfov“rsial expendltures

thén requirlrg v260 miliion for a project estim ted to cost *&R $394

million, In normal times he would hae spoken o t strongly. He was
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content to wuit.

On “entember 9, 1933, Frank A, Bsnkas , project director , drove the

stakes for the axis of Yrond Coulee Dam, It was dediceted May 11,1950
by President Truman after construction wes started in 1933 and completed,
December 31,1941, the keystone of the 5asi.n, an area shaped not unlike
africa, sixty tos venth miles wide and eighty miles long. It extended

from ~g8p Lake on the north to Pasco on the south. Upstream from the dem
was the storsge lale , 151 miles lonpl At dedicastlon the cost was flgured
at xXX¥x w773 million with ¥87,500,000 acditional to be repaid by irrigated
lands as constructien costs, figured to average ¥85 an acre,

“he potentisl of the Columbia River was figured to com rise 40 per
cent of the potential capacity in the TUnlted “tates forwater andpower,
Development costs rose to w550 by 1951 and are estimated to go even
higher, porhaps to "700,

Ngither Jones nor Robertson lived to see fulfillment of the results.
Jones died, November 19,1932, Robertson, March 29,1938,

The Tieton Division of theYakims froject beocame the first gove rmment
project in the country to pay itself out of debt, That was in 1947, und
opernticn and mai:tenance passed into the hands of a8 weter uvsers agsociation
as ltheodore “‘cosevelt had told the people of iakima. ‘here were 2,500
members irrigeting 27,000 acres .

*he ~unnyside pivislion paid its finsl check, %21,128 in construction
cost ropavment to the gov rnment In 1952, representins 3,204 farms
end 27,000 persons, producing crops more than 100 times the sast of the
Tecillities, “rop production glone since the beginning has now exceeded
one billion dollars and 50,000 acres are undor irrigation which do

not raceive water through Bureau of Yeclamation facllitles,
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D111, at the time of Jones' drath, extolled him as an advocate of
government reclamation and pointéd out that the government had expended
mo ¢ than ¥30 million inx irrigetion projects in "ashington state during
the times Jgnes was in office. -t the seme time Y20 million had been spent
in Oregon, Jones was chairman of the powerful aprrow lations committes
g part of the time he was ‘n offlce and was a champlon for 5l askawhen
Alaskawx was without representsation,

-But a1l the determination, the nersistence, would have gone for little
ha’ thero not bern the pattern of wh'ch *heodore *oosevelt spoke.

Lyen he did not know of the later years into which we have now antered,
the atomic age., e didnot know that a reservation for production of
atomlc energy, commercid ly, Weuld be set up in the “Yolumbia River Basin,
because production of atomlc enerry requires water and may become a reality
when pilot stages of £ =23ting are completed,

&yen now the trnd in the thermal-nuclesr field is wavering; even now
are gvidences thatl prcduotion of eketricity will revert to an older era
becsuse of cost, und the river will be left mainly for irrigatlon,
navigation and flood control. It is no secret thatpower companies ,
already joined in finsncin: the atomic pillot programs have acquired
all the strip coal aress possible~--not the more costly shaft coul===-
but surface deposits, And from this source of fuel may come the steam
to turn the turbines for electricity in the futum , augmented by
gome 11 dams on the Columbis River within the boundsries of the United

~tates, and others on the ~nake and “Ylesrwater rivers,
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