Parks

A Generous Offer--Captain Thomas has made a proposition to deed to
the city a twenty-acre tract of land for park purpnses, situated along
the river bank to the south of his residence. The only condition
or consideration he names is that the city will expend not less
than %500 a year for a neriod of five years in improving the land.
Captal Thomas values the property at $2500, and as the condition
on which theland will be ceded is rne that a thrifty government would
naturally follow, the city should not let this opportunity of acquiring
grounds for a pgrk to lapse by inattention and neglect--Hearld,

June 28, 1889,



Yakima--~Parks

To the people of North Yakima
In October, 1893, the C;ty council contracted with the
Ontario Land company for what is now known as the‘City Park in
Capitol addition, containing thirteen and two-third acres, the
terms of which con ract are substantialfy as follows?

"The city shall improve the same in a suitable manner and
maintain it as a public park and pay the said com any $2,500,
one-half in July, 1897 and one-half in Ji¥y¥, 1898, with six per

cent interest thereon annually in the maantime an®Ofhied and should
the city at any time cea e to use the same or any part thereof
for a park , the whole of said tract shall revert to the
Ontario Land companye

* @ city has complied with the part of the contract to the
present time and im so doing has expended thereon about $1,200
and now has well on the way what in a few years mor will make a
baautiful and splendid park at as convenient a point as we can ever
hope for.

In fact should this one be abandoned it is very questionble

whether we will ever have a park, a, thing so much needed
situated as we are in a desert. On the other hand on account of the
hard times the general financial distrdds in public and private
. affairs the city council is strongly inclined to abandon the
project at once and let the land revert to the company but
in order to act intelligently in harmony with the wishes of the people
the fo.! . owing plan is proposed to get without the cost the general
subject on this subjecte.
A ballot box will immediately be .placed in the pfist office

in charge of Mr. Peter Herke and will be kept there until

7 o'clock p m Aygust 3 in whieh every voter is requested to



Farks

“ p blic park will soon be & necessity to lNorth Yakima, #
place where men and women fatigued from a week of toil may find rest
on Pundays, a place whe e children may have recr ation. ®t the
present time there are many locatlons which could beused for parking
purposes.

88 North Yakima grows and the ho ses double up, when the
business section becomes more c ngested, then will the need be greatyly
felt, At the present time there are plenty of places whe re fresh
air and a place to rest can be found. The city should look into the
future. The time will came and it is not far distant when

it will be an imperative need--The Yakima Herald, May 13, 1907,



Parks
“ully 2,800 people were present at the {o_pon:ln.g of Sumach

park yes terday afternom when in a miliary and athletic toure
nament which will be mede an annual event, Campany X
wr sted from Company C of Washington National :uard the
silver loving cup vhich was of fered as a trophy by _
W.L, Steinweg, president of the First National Bank and omer
of the park.--Yakina R_epublic! %‘(}S 6 1910,

Japanese of the city will mest totight to ¢c onsider

& proposition to furnish ‘a pioghdm of ddylight end evening
pyrotechifos at Bumach park which will be 'of sufficient
dimensions to fully red em their reputatl on establishee

at the park last yea: when & ‘tdnsilierable part of the
firewarks which were local’fy Hhde wer's ‘practically s
failwe, Yakima Republfe, May 20, 1910,

Bageball on & sun-scorched diamond had 1little attractiveness

for even t he most ardent fans Sundey af ternopnsnd the seekers
of recreatiqQn forthe moet: part .confined themselves to back-
lam activities vhere the Sunday paper could be read in the
cool of the shade vaof: t:hé house.

Hundreds: took refuge fromthe early season sunat Sumach.
parkvwhere the sun beat less fiercly sthrough the .
shade and water :tempered the heat.to some extent.

lhere was & constant stream of visit ors %o the riverside
resort all uday long and until late in the evening

the ¢ ars were running tothe entrance full to overflowing
with men , women and ch ldren. Nearly a thousand paid

adminissions were registerd and counting the children it was



estimated 1,5063' i"1ire" e entertained from noon until
11l otclockat night,

Maneger Riranags's niow skating rin, ‘the f‘"loor ‘of W Ll o WO

60 by 180 reat in size wa “opened’ &I S day BvenThd Wil oo¢ 4
a bilg attendance ‘and yea‘teraly 1 £ FT Y d‘v‘ex‘-cflﬁrﬂ'xg.‘ g Gt LG
Numbers were  tumned -awgy fromtis Bhenbile When Yie Fackh’ ™ beye
were empty and move Had “théifioney refundda iy a0 grlvol cteviie
they hed paidmto secur M‘oéum' But m:ft'gd in \re?fnaf'or. Mr. 83E" il
Steinweg has a fleet of 40 pé t&%h 1td SAG and M8 Y- -e 187 03 To
he saild today that they averaged 7 hours service each

Sunday afternpon apd eveninﬁ. i 8y ; y

The bost houge, refnestment w840 pavAllion and the Alnting

rink are nqw &llbf ixad necessitie §,r,and g.}ne pq;ta‘qj}p a‘lmqg

band stand, will he used ne@6d@d8don on ogeasiane -Thare

have been severpl additlons, to the sualler, smysement plages,

o Pay Streak.hare isnok 8, nightihat, s dozen ke 15 ...

cou.les do not seek a g@gel s‘%t.p,pd ‘%qq},usi_.qpam = ”. %
thewindings of the canoe trail and the new theatre will

soon’ be ' housfn'g itef full quota ofmoving Ppichure: and
vaudevilile shiowsy The flowmr ‘of 'the tstrudtwte tha bibeen
laid and the rest ‘ef thé oconstruction widl: bei.rusheds
>4he refrieshment pavilion was wutterly:out ofikeeping
and theword went out"no more ice .creawy,' earily dn the )
evening. ‘;w't-he- present week ‘seweraillraf: the perf ormers
of theLyric hav ececdnsented! to put 6n mplopen air
performance in .the’amphithester at' the pariteswtalki@c: | )
Republic,May 27, 1910y ©1 v socda Jus



Playgrounds

In his amual repat tot he boa d of education submitted
at the r egular monthly meeting of the directors of school
district Noe 7 held on Monday e vening, Presidentl.W. Watt of th
board submitted areport in which among other suggestions he
urges that a central playground be established for tbhe children
of the citye

He points to the program which Seattle has made in this
dipéction and urges the importance of keeping the children
of f the streets and a way fran those secluded places
which so often undermine both ;ealth and moralse

None of the school grounds in the city, however? is lar ge enough
for the purpose , e ven though 1t were properlyequipped and Mre.
Viatt mn]ées no suggestion as to how the result maybe accamplished,

Mp, VYatt reminds the board that the castruction of
another high schodl building, eitner m the present campus
or in sane other part ofthe city must soon be cansidered
and states that it ishis ip nion that the establishment of
& separaté polytechnic school for the dndustrial and
commerfiial coumes would bring the school system into even
closer touch with the soclial amd industrilal needs of the
citye.

Three grade buildings will have tobe erected this year
he says, one on Capitol Hill, another in the southeastern
part of the city and a third in Modern addition,

DeC. Heed ggggé&pﬁl, 4+C, Dgvis, principal Yakims “‘epublic
3ugust 12, 1910. X



Trianpgle Park %

Henry W8nde has sold for $3,850 cash his triangle ldt

at the head of Yakima awnue nea Twelfth svenue. *he purchase was
mde by a Spokane man by the name of Stmer, one of & firm of the Ffals
city who pro.oses to erect a business block ther on and opena general
s tore therein,

fhe property is 117 feet by 352 feet by 370 feet and at one time
themembers of the “anen_s club had ther eyés upon t thinking it
a suitable site for a club building.

It was not found possible at that time tocome to
terms with lr. Vende and now the land will be devoted to business
DUrp SE8. l'-.rs Wende makes a nice clean up n the sale, fe
pirchased the land two or threeye s ago for 1,500 am

now s made a cash salc,.BA Yakima “erald, January 4, 1911 (Wednesday)



Parks, Naches strip

The transformation of the parking strip %hrough Naches avenue
into a @arkIn@ resting place with gr ss, seats and possibly play
apparatus for children is to be undertalen by the city commission
&3 soon as necessary preliminarles can be completed

The decision was mce by the city com ilssion after a delegation

of the Cummercial club headedby President fobert Bundstrom
and Secr: tary YWare appeared veiore them.

The c.ommittee, consisting ofGeoi e B Holden, C.E. Lum and D.C.
“eed asked that only two blocks from Yakima avenue in each dir ction
be thus improved, it 1s probable that the c¢c mmis:iioners will go

further in their work and improve several blocks ine ach direction.

Some form of walk will be constructed throug the center.
The trees, which in many places are exceedingly thick in
foilage must be cut oute Mr.‘%dman, & sworn foe of the locust, says
that tree will go first. The thinning of the trees is necessary
to give _ight to the ground so gr ss will grow. PoOQd&d0OwWd opulars
will go next.

The matter of iroviding parks has been under consideration by the
commissioners for some time but s never talen concrete form. the
improve ment of Yaches avenue , however, is understood to oe only the

finst step 1n the arganimtion of & park system, the rest of which
will be worked out as thecity becomes vetter able fi ancially to
undertake the purchasc and improvement of other Jlaces..*he Yakima

ferald, June 26, 1922,



Uity parks

“uick to feel the need of & sturt towards a city park system
in North Yakime as suggested by Dr. c.E. Keeler in a recent letter
in the Perald the “merican Womangs league has decided to take tie
initiative in the mow,

During Blessam Festival week when the commercial value of scenery
will eQ0 be evident, the lea gue members plan to sell tags to
raise money as a nucleus for a fum wereby some of the
desirable park sites may be pmnchased obef are the price 1s out of
reach, f"ecause the present burdens of taxation is so h eavy the
plan of voluntary contribution is adopted in arder that those who are
able amd who feel the great meed bere of some plots of greusn within
the city far recreation spots may give what they can, a d that those whose
inbrest 1s larger than their pocketbooks may at least give the small sum
to be represented by the tags,

‘he fperican Woman 8 leagwe 1s me of the youjgest of the women 8
societies here, r. “eeler thinks ther¢ shoullbe at least four small
parks, one fore ach quarter into which the c ity naturally divides itself

Locatlions he points out as desirable are the triangle at th: head
of Yelzimm avenue, the land below the benchb etween Sixth and ©eaHOA
Sout h Yourth s treets, the street car cormer st Miles
avenue and Tieton drive am &t Johnson;s corner ard the plot where
North Sixth street aml Lincoln avenues meet. ‘he site once proposed
for the capital grounds, bounded by Chestnut street on the north and
between Ninth am “enth avenues is another likely spot for 866&80
trees and graas...Yakdma Herald, #4pril 10, 1912,



L
‘aches avenue

parks

Dan Bean, park superin endent has found the mowing of the
crass along the edges of the Naches avenue center park stretches
so difficult because of the ditches between lawn and curbing that
he will next week direct the filling of all the ditches and havse
them planted to grass .,

The general appearance of the parked areas will be
considerably i proved with the ditches which have
not been needed for several ye rs, eliminated, fean will
finish the planting of shrubs i the cityis triangle park at West
Yakima gyenue and Twelfth avenue Tuesday. The open areas will
bedbderiOfiddznot he sown to grass unti the new earth fill in the
eastern portion has settled but will be kept wet down to
prevent dust from blowing--The Yakima Re‘;:}ublic, May 22, 1925.



City parks

The city park board unanimously refused to consider
Reesiden. §.B. Cline's resignation tendered as head of that
group at their meeting last night at the city hall .They
will keaep it under consideration until the next meeting, May 1.
Dyrin: which time they hope to prevail upon Cypine to serve
anot er year.

The board adopted the "spirit of irrigation" plan
for the beautification of the trianble area at West Yakima and
Twelfth avenues and instructdd E.N. Davidson, landscape
architect who was vresent, to make a detail d drawing of the
project for their approval next meeting.

J.A. Loudon, secretary, J,hn T. Hedges and Harry Boyer
wer:s appointed a commit .ee to receive donations for the
purchase of shrubs and flowe s for the triangls,

The members were favorably inclined to the Parent-
Teacher association idea of supe vising childrn3s play at the
North Fnurth street park and at the high s hool
athletic field which pdobably can be obtained fo: the use of
children in the mornings, Paul Huedepohl said. He and liiss
Eva Mabry presented theassociationfs plans for supe vised
play, which will cost about $500 a season, including
the hire of an instructor and cost of new equipment.

The board agreed upon a drinking fountain in the city
park as a fitting memorial to Miss Ruth Schoonover, school
nurse. Ther are sufficient funds available from the
funeral flower fund to pay for iﬁ. It was proposed that the
Rotary boys band play at conce ts 1 the parks during the

summer--Yakima Daily Republic, 4pril 18, 1925,



City Park

A*B. Cline, president of the city park board for the past
five years has presetned his resignation and will be succeeaded
by another member of the board to be elected Friday
avening.

Cline, as city commissioner of finance, originated the park
board and hax been its head ever since the group was
established. He will continue as a member of the board.

The park fund now contains ;6,071. S;nce January 1 a total
of $2,200 has been expended for park purposes and the entire
budget of #0B§00d $13,736 probably will be spent by the end
of the year.

The park fund is paying $1,00p a year on the city park at N rth
F_urth street with $7,000 yset to pay and also owes the city %4D
$5,400 on the triangle area at Twelfth and West Yakima
ny8RU8S . The sum of $600 was paid out of the park fund when
the property was purchased la t year. After operating
expenses and local improvement assessments for the year are
paid, the fund will contain be ween $2,000 and $3,000 for
any purpose the board needs for further improvements=-

The Yakim Republic, April 13, 1925.



Larson Park

Wsth the city short of funds for park work it is possible nearby resident
will make an effort to raise money for beautifying the2p-acre
tract donated to Yakima yesterday by S“irley Parker and hismother, Mrs.
Rose B. Larson, Frank Fairchild who has been heading a group of property ow
owners seeking the park intimated last night.
G4ft of the tract of land which lies orth of the new ball park
and the 10 acres Barker recently gave to the Yakima Valley fJunbor
college 1is contingent upon the park being known as Larson park in
lonor of the late A.E. Larson, Parker stipulated in his letter to city
commissioners making the donatione.
Parker also offer:d the ball park theO8RU and entire plant to the
city with the provision he be permitted to ise it for the next 20
years., Fairchild expressed the apprciation of residents for te

donation and said work to eatablish the park will continue--Yakima

Herald, May 6, 1937.



Parks

Capte. dhomas

the city has p.aorchased a site for a park and thereon will be placed
a septic tank and a crematury as t ese improvements are needed.

‘he purchase has been made of 20 acres belonging t o Uapt. Thomas
nearthe Yakima river.

;he cost was but a thousand dollars$700 of the price of
$1700 going for taxes. “cme years ago the city took over the lamd
with the understanding that tHed0d@d "j’bOO & year wes tobe expanded
in improvements.

A thousand dollam was spent on the land and then the
property was forgotten until it was revived by Capt. Thomas who
practically gave it away tothe town to e devoted for practical
purposes.

The money will be paid over in twow eeks. The sewer liine of the
¢ ity runs directly through the land and fort his purpose alone
it is staded, the land is worth more to the city than the price
paid--*he Yakima Herald, “eptember 11, 1907.



Yakima-~Parks

To the people of North Yakima
In October, 1893, the C;ty council contracted with the
Ontario Land company for what is now known as the'City Park in
Capitol addition, containing thirteen and two-third acres, the
terms of which con ract are substantialiy as followsj

"The city shall improve the same in a suitable manner and

maintain it as a public park and pay the said com any $é,500,
one-half in July, 1897 and one-half in Jd¥¥, 1898, with six per
cent interest thereon annually in the maantime an®0tdeéd and should
the city at any time cea e to use the same or any part thereof

for a park , the whole of said tract shall revert to the

Ontario Land companye.

* e city has complied with the part of the contract to the
present time and ih so doing has expended thereon about $1,200
and now has well on the way what in a few years mor will make a
baautiful and splendid park at as convenient a point as we can ever

hope for.

In fact should tnis one be abandoned it is very questiondle
whether we will ever have a park, a, thing so much needed
situated as we are in a desert. On the other hand on account of the
hard times the general financial distrdds in public and private
- affairs the city council is strongly inclined to abandon the
project at once and let the land revert to the company but
in order to act intelligently in harmony with the wishes of the people
the following plan is proposed to get without the cost the general
subject on this subject,
A ballot box will immediately be .placed in the pBst office

in charge of Mr. Peter Herke and will be kept there until

7 o'clock p m Apgust 3 in which every voter is requested to



deposit one pallot either for or against retainiig and
maintaining the park; if in favor of retaining and maintaining the
park write yes on your ballot together with your name, if
oppowed write no. Both men and women over twenty one years of
age are eﬁtitled and requested to vote; also non-residents who
own real estate in the city.

A plan of the park as already laid out showing driveways,
walks, etc. wil! cbe on exhibition at the ballot box.

Vme. H. Redman, mayor

Yakima Herald, July 26, 1896.

At the meeting ofthe eity council lynday evening the ballots
regarding relinquishment of the city park were counted and there
were 6B 53 for and 63 against. The council should cease worrying
its head over the matter. ‘he sale was a bonafide one and cannot
be abrogated even if every member of the city government and
evary citizen were opposed to it.

The sale was made andthe dezds drawn in proper form. The
price for the same must be paid. It is a hardship to pay any
indebtedness during these times when money is so appreciated
but the time will come when the wisdom of the cuncil in
purchasing the park grounds will be fully regognized and aommended--
Yakima "erald, August 6, 1896.

At a recent meeting of the city council City Clerk Coe was instructed
to write C.A. Congdon, president of the Ontario Land company
requesting that the company take back the land now held for rark
purposes and releace the city from any financial obligation in connection

therewith--Yakima Herald, August 27, 1898.



é.s ‘,}M A Yzkima history

Tomorrow the city of Yakima , as a municipality o WIill
celebrate its 37th birthday.
Yaki a, then llorth Yakima, was created by a special act of the
territorial legislature on January 27, 1886. The first meeting of
a Yakima city council was held on February 18 and after that Yakima
went ahead on its own.
Pioneer are fond of recalling the "good old days" and
certainly a comparison of the costsof government today and 37 years ago
would lead the harassed taxpayer to look back with some longing to
1886, T.L. Bounds served as night watchman at the then splendid salary of
$45 per month, about as good a stipend as the pioneer town had to
offer and given in recognithon of the "dangerous character" of the
employment. J.W. Beck, the city's first justice of the peace collected
$3.50 1in fees during his first month in office. Office rent for the
city staff, a consiierable item of munic pal expense until the present
city hall was built, took $3 a month.

U,ties of the officials of those days and of the present are hardly
comparable. Dyring the initial month of Yakima's carcer as a municipality
the mafshal impounded 40 head of stock that had been making free
use of Yakima avenue as a grazing ground and killed 13 dogs that were
adjuged to be reverting to the wild and a source of annoyance.

Those were happy days, pioneers say. A man i: those days could get a
license to operate a saloon for a whole year for $100--~which is about #hat
it costs a man nowadays to be caught with a flask of liquid cheer

in his hip pocket=-Yakima Re ublic, January 26, B 1924,



City Hall

One of the legacies of thé new commission w 1l be left by the
present municipal gover:ment is the city hall problem with which
the council has been laboring for some t ime wi thout muchresult,

if indeed the frame structure being erected at the corner
of Pouth First and “alnut streets could be cmsiderel sugh.

Several attempts mve besn made by the city council to
build a city hallb ut after each me ing at which any action was
taken that action was reversed or nullified in some manner.

:he omuncil went so far as to order the old city hall building
on liorth ¥ront streeet in front of t he Nor hern Pacific station
torn dowvn Band @& new structure erccted in its place at & cost o
$15,000 . fhebuilting wes tormn down but nothing has since
been done efle0 except erect a barn like structure for
accommodati'm of the police depar tment and the jail at the
corner of First snd “a@mt Walnut streets. I, the meantime the
municipal of iices are scatterd throughout the city as they Lave been
for some time past and as they are ;Likély to be far some time
in the future.

Ear 1y in the yearthe caincil voied to purchase the lot at the
northeast corner of # and First streets and rmde arrangements
to 8Pd0Ed is sue “f'S0,0"OO worth of bonds to purchase the property
and build thercon a city hall, despite the fact that
the city owned a site on First and Halnut streets and also on
Ffont streets, The mildiﬁg was tow 50 x 120 f et, t hree stories
high with full tasement, This action wa: later roscinded and on
May 19 the city building inspe ctor was ordered to prepare
plans for adding an extra story tothe old city hall on Front
street.

On June 18 the council adopted a resolution adoping plans and

ananifirnatima far ramndaling tha eihv hall



Vity Heall

A new city hall amd larger qua ters far the f ire department
is &8 question that willl soon perplex the city co ncil,
':“he equipient for the fire department that has already
been arder:d by the council, together with the aerial truck
that has been negotiated by thefire department w 11 make the
present quarters for the fire department entirely inadequats,
This inadequacy will make the erection of a new fire barn an
absolute possibility or else there will have tobe & change made in
thequa ters of the city which are now located on Front street,
vo’he Yakima Herald, May 16, 1906,





