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ﬁere is the draft of the ﬂSpeech." You will see that you are
pettins a bresk in the presentation of a few good ideas about the

"Indian situation," to such an assemblahe of college profs, writers,

students etc, his is one thing I mean kuk by "public ¥ relations.

snd importantly, perhaps, there are a few ideas for other purposes,

His mark: d{



Copy for Alex.
If the original arrears satisfrctory, please mail it on to Mrs. Muoth.
If not, return the originsal research and I will send it to her with

any changes and they can go ahead and handle it as they wish. .. The.n
Oow W""k&
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TIR BATTICSGROUGND OF HAT IOQNAL IRRIGATION
ART: THY COLUMBIA BASIN PROJCT
Or'gin of the Yolumbia “asin Yrojact was Interwoven with the victory of

national irrigation and roeotatocks were set deep in Northwest history,
Decisive bettles were fourht and won in the Yakime Valley. The Columbia Basin
Proje t was a major follow-through action, Combattants were newgpaper editors
congressmen, senators, privite cap’tal advocates, state leglsls tors and
re resentutives of the Unlted “tates Government,

This came about after periods in history of the area which Browster
Coulter of the Un'veralty of Puget Sound, lonp diligeunt and well-r searched
in ir irotion and reclamation matters has grouped generslly. ‘hese 1nclnde
the ear!y days of coonerative cernals which ex unded small patech ircigrtion
for settlors; second, completion of the Northern Pacific FRailway, and third,
pagsage of the Hationul Reclambtoon act,

To besin with, ori 1nal ditch companies in iand setté@m®nt deys in the
agriculturalXy de:tinod Yakims Valley on the perimeter of what became the
Columbia “amsin Treject were primarily real estate speculations,

Cattle, sheop and horses were “sstern Washi gton's industries, estublishe
a fullhundred years ago even befo: e the origlnal occcunancy title to the
land had been fully extingulsihed,Almostwith the outbresk of the Yivil War
they rese to productlion ¢ith gusrityr quent!ty increasing with the gold
d:iscoveries and attendant land settlement,

in ove of these dlscoveries miners swarmed 1lle loousts;-lo,ooo to 15,000
onto the Ne, i erce Indian ﬁbservation, occupying the Inéian land were the
city of '1e.iston, 7 aho is ncw located. And what troops there were lifted
not u hend to nrevent the niliugin: of the tfearure from the eer th,
incidentqlly less than 2,000 VYc¢z Poarce ars to be pald about 1,700 each
this year for that loss,

The <“riazier *‘“Lvar dlscoveries ind thosn of *~astern and Yentral Oregon
and shortly aftem irds- Montana, brought more waves of fortune goarching
eniprants,

{(more)
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How can one hold to hero worshlp if ressarch 1s done in shumbdble way?
Howcan one escepe the conviction that the number of mon made famous in
their way 13 lesg thsen the number of men made famous by the vory land of
the new country in wh’ch they decided to settle? The country was there,
It took men of drea=s and ideas to cuptlivate 1t.
If adulations are neacezsary it would seem proper they should be heaped
at the foot of the national shrine of ~ovarnment hefora they are pluced
on crlikdkeamkxk coloquial corners about the land, cornerstones so to
Speak, smull momum nts of kindness to the memories of individ ual men,
In £ 15 mattor of land development the greatest heritage bequeatied to
the 'mericen reople {n “agstern “ashington is the “acla mation “ct of
June 17,1902, It was not essily gainad,
The “akima Valley became not only the buttlegmund for the “olumbis “asin
Project but also the pm ving ground,
llobertson end Jones seized onto waiting opportun’ty with hands gccustomed
to work gnd hemts which knew disappointments, “nd at the time Xzrgmr large
Interests, honeful of state expansion and development of storare facillties,
vigorously opnosed federsl reclamation., “mal’ landownera fesred private
mononoly,
Jones was appointed by President ‘heodore “0osovelt to a comnittee of
17 instructed to draw up a reclumetion bill, This b117 stipulsted the
vovernment shonld bulld irrigation wo rks end reserve reclaimed lands for
serttlers, The construction would be repald by the lands recleimed and
distribut ion of wataer would beleft to water users, formed Into associstions,
fhe Feclamation “ct desimmate: tha Pecretary of the Interior to execute
lts purpose. e in turn orgenized the Meclamation “ervice, July 8,19002,
under the Rureau Director of the Yeological Survey. It bocame an

incGerendent organization in 1907,



Jones wns unable to inberest the ~overnment In the gy tma “alley at first
because ¢f the many smal 1 @ompanies and privete capltal operatlions, a
timidlty of governasr nt that later vanished, Me uait«d with Sen. Lovi
Anlteny to insist the povernment undertale some projeat. And at the same
time he barraged the “ecretary of Interior for an irrligation project on
the Yakima Indian '‘eservation.

“ogens of small scale, large dream plans for pumping or divertingz water
from the Columbia River and ¥ s ftributaries werc born and died; some
sanrvived,

On Dec, 86,1902, Yavid Tongmire and others from Horth Yakime incorvorated
yhe Moues “~ake Irrigetion Co. for ¥l5,000 4 th headgquaerters et North
Yakims, acquircd a township of land in Unouglks Younty asnd plann d to
ir igete 1t by canal fed from Moses take,

Jones! intercesaton for gection resul‘ed in the survey of the Big Bena
nroject. ?his propesed taking water from the “pokane “‘ver conveying it
by flums &long the “olumbie to the grand Youlee and thence through the
“oulet to the grest expemse of ir iguble lend between Moses Lake and
Fasco. :h‘a 18 the sume aree the Grand coulee Project is now reclaiming.
@he cost, however, was prohibitlve,

A plan to tunnel throuph the basaltic ridse threugh which the “rand
Coulee cuts wuas investi:uted. Put by the end of 1903 both were abandoned
becaugse of cost.

fhe Falouse ‘liver wa: then looked to as & source. Homs for it were
high until 1904. *n editorial by Mbertson indicutes it was also too
costly, 4a arnte that Kmd o frederlck Newell, 1n meking his report,
"gtroked his blodd beard..." snd sugprested the projiect be left for the
pregent and a reconnaissance be mede of the entire Tac 1ma /alley and the

Okanogan Pro ject. There had been previous prelimlnary surveys,.



Now the Yovernment had not bean unaware of lené development and
lrrigetion. The ~enate hed eppointod a specisl committee on irrlgetion
and roclamation of arid lands as early ess 18%®x 1889, [ven earlier the
storage system of ths Yolumbia hed b en envisloned in Congress.

ihe emergence of patch -scale ir-igation to developed projects; from
locally orpmanized districts under stete approval to the gigantic governmental
gro jects was not easily come about,

There is no need to delineate the immense complications of the times
wh'ch confronted ircig ticns upon implementation of the irrigit lon sach,

In August of 1903 , w-en cenals were nro osed like one from Priest
Ranids on the Columbla to “hite “luffs, 20 m! es to irrigete 5,000 acres
and the town of *hite :1uffs was born, the Ysalkimao J)e»valt:);n'ncant Compeny was
workin~ for ®eservoir storage at Lake xaknsx haches , Kichleus and “le
Yum on the Yakima ancd Bumping Lake at the headwaters of the laches,
fhese wers for reclamstion of 450,000 scres In the Yoc jrm Va‘*ey.

Jones p rsuaded the government to begzin development of irrigst ion on
the Yalimn Indian **eservation, covering 50,000 acres but siace expanded
to 78,000, His object wss to orenthe reservaetion to white fammers
throigh leasi:g., “uthoriziog from the Secretury of the Interior came in
March, 1903. ‘hat would be the date which the Troaty with the Yd ima
Indian “aticn, originating in 1855, vias broken.

In the ssme year four-fifths of the irrigiuted sncreupe &n the stute of
Washington and one-half of the irrigsted farms were in the Yakima Valley.
Theso were koept alive by 255 irrigation svstems which cost »1,968,555 or
"16,17 en acre. ‘he ditch systems amounted to 618 miles,. Tbere was
littl irrigation from the Columbia pbove the mouth of the Ckanogan,

som 126 farms and 78 systems,



fh@ year 1903 was hilstoric,

‘heodore Honsevelt visited North Yakims on Mey 30 that year. He
polnte’ to the irrigetion “ct of 1902 markin: the bepin ing of "a policy
more importent to this couuntry's internal development than any gince the
Homestezd iaw of Lincoln's time, fe said:

"By aid of the National government cooperating with the stote governments,
with individuab snd associ tions of irdlviduals, we ahall see the so-culled
arid and semi-arid regions in development durins the next 50 yeers
literally unparalleled,

"what s necesgary,g he said,« to distribnte the .sater is 60 get it out
of the ir ig:tion ditches, ultimately tohave grest storage reservoirs wrich
wil! ensble us to take the waters that go to wasate at ses<ons we do not need
them. "e are now entared upcn this policy and a very grent good wil come

ot Hiorit!

Beford 1906 the abs lube limit of privete irrigubtion had been re:ched,
the entlire unrecgulated water flow was utllized. The stste was rejecting
private corporation plans for dem bullding.

The Yek ima Pr ject came intobeing, including the “unnysideo and fieton

&
components.,

he ‘eclamation “Yervice aporoved an alliotment of funds to
both the Tieton and “unnyside, March 27,1908, “ational irrlgatim was
winning out and groeaster projects were envisioned,

it 19 uncderstandable that the name, Y“illbur “sde HNobertson and others
fron Yakima and the Yakima Valley should appear as active prrticipants
in the “ash ngton Ierrigation I stlitute which originated in 1932 at
fortland to sup ort the Nationsl teclamation “smclstlion. Fhe Roza
“ivision of the *akime Pro ject and the “Yolumbiz Basin were 1isted as two

unfinished projects, The Roza wes a pert of the Yakimae Projsct ''obertson

and Jones had worked for.



Promotion of the Columbia fasin and consideration of problems of
wate r settle monts were paramount of the institute, An aim was 1n keaping
with the thinking of the Yakima publisher.

"In the past ws havethought of engineering,ofpromotion and of settling,
in the future we must think more of moducing , of markets and of human
values, e have looked upon development of irriga‘ion projects as a matter
of a few yeara. "e have regarded them as completed when the works are
constructed and lands partially settled. “e must realize they are not
completed untll each farm unit 1is successfully supnorting s family and
contributing to th: prosperity of the community,” were views expressedby
Thomas B+ Hill and “obertsm's paper.

1t isnot difficult to sec that Bobertson couldnot resist pen jabs and
stubs on such occasions as the visit of Secretary slbert 2“al}. to Yakima
late in 1921, rememboring the yetunfinished proving ground pro jects, he
wrote:

"Secretary Fall has gone back to washington. lie did not get to see the
gelumbia “asin Proje ct but promised to come back next gpring and go over
it. Ye did neve time to po over the Yakima Project which r quired two
days. The city of Yakime has been built up by money inv gtod by the U.S5,
Movernmont in reclemstion projects. Millions of dollars have beonexpended
there and millions more are going into further devel: ment, In fact therse

is developing a strong feel ing in some parts of the state thet sofar as
federal Irrigation is concerned in this stste, Yakime has becn the whole
thing with the exrcention of the Okeanogen nroject which is a minor one
compared with the blg projscts in the Yek ims Val ley. You would natursliy
sxpect Jenator Jones to frvor hls oldhome town but you couldnot expect

that Yalklma should cerry off prictically the vhole choese.



"”ut than maybn.tha poople in other parts of the stute are to blame
for not g ttiﬁﬁ thelr»wrojocts into shape to ask for federal aid. But then
again, when they do got thelr ﬁrojucta into shape to ack for federul
ald, they will be met by the edict thut tho prolects that have been

st rted must be com; leted before uny neﬁ ongs ure sturted. ‘,md as all of
the projects that have bocrn startedare inxthe Yok tma country, we fuil to
see whore there 1o much hope for --llensburg, “rewster, venatchee or the
~olumbla “asin, If they want any considoration esch one had bﬁtter go out
and got a sonmtor of its own,"

‘he editorial oages of & paper are the expressed views of th editor. The
ness colums o lect the factualhapenings of the day, thp m riod and the
occas lon.

Before -obertson's druth the newscolums of h's paperscontuined many
sccounts of notintialities of the fasin a9 well as depressin: reports, ‘or
: .
'nstance, from the Yuk lma Dalily Fepublic of #ugust 26,1925, under u
jasl-npgton duteline;

ﬁhe spéclal comaission on the wrord;od golumbi Kiver fauin rocls ma tion
.jPOjFCt reported to Secretary 'o;k toduy that the tiﬂo'hé“ not ar lved
whenlocnl und national int rests are r ui - d forthe pfOﬁoueu construction.

fha raeport pointed ont that the cost of the ﬁrojdét had bcon fixed
ab f103,260,003 Which is %158 en acre and deglared tﬁo Puresu of
“*eclumatlon has not the Information needed to formuiate a developmrnt nlan
as coutly and compléx a3 the one cntlined.

"”rvr‘;om isslon has nok doubt found that the time vill come when

local and nsat lonal intereats will e quire the construction of ‘hese

g 1

worzs and the utilizaiion of these immeasurably Yuluable resourcrs, saild’

~

thereport." it does not belleve, !'owever, thatthls time has ar ived,
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" eeelBat exnerience in thls ang other irrigsted countries is conclusive

that soivenﬁ reclamation requires e program of settlemont and farm
develormentees."

“nd there wero other stories such as the followinc in one of the
Xakimo papors, jJanuary 26,1913, the Lorald.

"Hashingbton 2eclématlon ro jects ln the arid west upon which the
roverament has sprnt millions of dojlsrs.ultimatcly must fall sccording to
- Dr, R.T. Gallowar, chlef of the department of agriculture's buvewy of
plant industry, ’

- Reports made rublic 1n the house agricultursl department of expenditures
comuittec ghows that fr. Gél'cway téstified boefore the comaittee that large
aress roclaimed in th :;ést were beiﬁn'lost,to agriculture as the result
of "saturation wearing out,”

Rsadned Gal’® oway said," there never ha been any long

"3o for ac - know;

continued Iirrigetion in a semi-arid climat: anywhere in the world,"”

That was five yeard before the 1dea miazzemad for the Golimbiam “ssin
-DPJjFCL bléssomeﬁ smatuvred and dropped off the 1lmb wit hout besring fruit,

‘E . P.Blaine of 1akfma was chair an of tho state raliway comnission,
He inshected the Basin énd 1¢tbr went to “ash'n-ton, asling the
.“'élamation‘ﬁur au to as.list 1. bringing thh.maters of the ‘end d'Oreille
“inr onto the saﬁ'brush lands, In January, 1919 “ove Tistar
recom»endrd thot the merit shoyld be det rmined and a bkll was peased
cres' lng the Columbi Pas’in 9ﬁrvey. “en. Ueorpe W, Goethals, who built
the ‘aname “anasl was employed and deck red it fenséble, Hass’marti1gs
We o hsid at ‘asco mariked by dlsolay of bunnrrs, "we want wat r," and "keep

1 . fl . K B
your ®ye on fasco, but nothinr followed,

In 1920 the country was beset by drough snd depression. Frankiin
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D, Foosevelt , while csmmaigning for the vice presidency, saw the arcsa
no ding only water, smee’ing for _&sin d velopment wus culled at Tind In

-

1031 and “rond Coulee VMam waa supported as a nrm ject to ﬂfdv'do work instead
of dole. - ¥
But vbefore then i1y “1an§, an attomey, and Pufus “ord, p blisher of

the "“enatcher “orldhed well inplanted the id a of using the Ypan d Vriiles,
of danlang the river and cfentlwg equalizing resdrvoirs. ‘hey hud worked
‘oﬁard that since 1918, cawpalgning like cimp me tin; evengelisti=ms.
‘One of Jood:s eye=-catchi i ideas had been & front pa:c drawl.g on his
puhér showi ng wildh rses atro inlag in the froth of a pro oseddam,

And “ecember, 1927, .in the 70th Conarress, "esley L. Jones, by then a
~Jenator an: G1-ronco Q,'Dill tatroduced Gddds a bil -2 duplicate was
introd-iced by Con;ressman Jonn W. Summer asking adoption of the “olumbia

“gsin as a fedoral nro joct.
)

Hnuringi on the Columbl: “es'n Pro’ ct 911', HR 7446 were held May
25,27 und ‘June 1,2, 3 and 13,1932/ Absence of editorial commnents, even
ne 3 from “wbrrtoson'snewspe ers--by then he owned bothx the “eﬁublic
en? orald, is sigaificant.

in normal times it woildhave been diffrrent, “ut these we e tisht-
‘meney tlmes, ‘he cost of covernment was rlsing. The so’dlers' bonus was
baine nushad, i

Robertson editorial’lzed on the overnroduction of orunces In
“aliforaia; senﬁﬁors and congressmen with relations oa payrolls, sand.
the overproduction of asparapgus. *e r port d fully tho orrnnfzafthw.of
the Walls 7ella Taxhayers ﬂssocigtiqﬂ und demanda for econonmy,

Un June 21, 8 fou days after the haring, he comnented editnriallj:

it is the bepgin lng of a4 new era in W’ ch the Americon neonle 111
E £ : !
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poy derrly for the extragavance and waste they huve allowcd to ore p into
the o r tion of thelr federal poveérnm nt,

The only way Lo beat the new tax schedule 1s to die a bankrupt osnd slecp
for etarnity in poitrris fleld, |
4 fobertson wes in no'voéltio1 to consistently clambor for economy ond
nxﬁé&a éxpouse con roversial expenditures then resuirinp Y260 millions
for a nroject estimoted to cost :394,mill:ons. in normal times he would
have snokien out stronpgly, ‘e wes content to walt, |
On Senbember 9,1933, Frank A, Banks, nroject dir ctor, drove tho stakes
for the axls of Upund Coulee Dam. *t was dediceted May 11,1950 by President
* ruman after cowntrwctién was at:rtod in 1953 and comple ted Dec, 31,

19241, the keystone of ,the basin, an area staned not unliie “frica,
qixty.to geventy m-les wido and elghty mlles long and extending from

“oan kaim Lake on tho north to Pasco onthe south. Upstream was the storage
lake, 151 miles long. At dedicntion the cost was figured at "773,million

wlth.“BV,SOQ,'-W gdditional to.be repaid byirrigeted lands as congtrpétion
gmEbx cost “igured to aver:.rps 85 an acre,

Lhe notential of the Columbia “iver was figured to comprise 40 per cent
of the ~oteqtf'i caracityin tho I"nited States forwater and vow'r. “evelopment
.cnsta‘rcso to fSSO byl951 ‘and t'nyérn patimgted to go d@dd even higher,

- rhans to 7730. '

“elther Joneﬁ nor ‘obortson lived to sec fnlfillment of the results,
Jones d.ed TipVe IP,1932; Sobortoon“arch 29,1038,

The 4:eton prmjmex divie lon becsme the first government project In the
gcounty ‘to pny\‘tself cut of debt,that wes in 1947, snd dpnrntion BR
and ma:ﬁtaiﬂénée~ ngued into thehands of a wabter users asassocintlon asg

*hepdore ‘cosovelt had said, some 2,500 members, irrigsting 27,0 )0 acras.
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The ”nnnys;ﬂd divis on aid'itu final check, QBl,lQQ’to t he

governme nt in 1952, rnp;anontfﬁq 3,204farms nnd 27,000 peorle productag
301 m511101,'0rth of crops gince lts Ince,tion, mere '‘hen 100 ti es the

cost of the fﬂcilitie:. The crop sroductilon’ 'diohe’ atnce the beginiing has
how’l ezdacded 8 billioa .qr' 'lars,

g5, Clarence Yi7 , upon Jones death, oxtolTedh'm as en afvocate of.

govariment reclaraticn and bolnb d out that the :0'-.nnont haed expended
more fhan w30 llion ii-ir-iqltlon 'ro??éts In Nash ngton (fBO million
was spent in oreapon during the Eﬁme‘tiﬁe) Jones vas in of 'ice, Part of the
ime he was chalrmen of the powerful roprigt ons comnltten. e vas also
notnforthy for being a chsmpion for “‘laska when #laska was wi' hout
rooresent tion. &

“ut all the deterninatlon, the ersistesce wo ld have gone for little

had th ro not beea the psttern of whiph “heodore “OOSQVnM_'svoke.

Tven he did not mow of the later yoars into which wehave now enterod,

the atomlc age. Tle did not know that recerv tions foratomic energy vroduction
.are evon now set un in the Yo umbia River “asin, becsuse :nroduction of
atiml: ener:'y , for pe.cetlime purposes, ‘hen the pilot stuges are completed,
reqiires water and untiith ful roscurces of the Co'umbla or capitalieged
on, mich wat.r still wastes ont into the zac:fio;
;Evon nowthe trend in the therm:l-nucleur field is wavering; even “ow
are evidences thut prodiction 0f elictriclty w KI‘rwvért'to an older
ora, becauc . of cost, @1d the rivervill be left mainly for ir-i::tion. It
is no secr t that power éOmﬁaJ:es,hax already joined in linancing the
atomic AiTot pv t Ligororrams huve acqulred all the strip coal aveaﬁ
nn3sible -=<not mine shuft coal bul surf:ice deposi's, fro. cwfch tliey

exrect to drav steam to turn turbines for elaciricity ln: the future.





