BEFORE AND AFTER THE CIVIL COURTS
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Cal rnia was admitted 'l'-d 'bhe union as & state September 9, 1850, How long it took
to organize and put the civil machinery of govermment in operation, few if any lknow. I
lmow that it was five years before we had a justice court south of Calusa, in that countye
If we consider the persommel of the first settlers, who were nearly all miners thickly '
settled in small camps with varying distances between camps, we need not be surprised
that in a large measure every man became a law untd himself. Also everjr camp adopted
a kind of umwritten code that was enforoed very muoh after the mammer of our divil courts
of the present daye. _

The laws adopted by mining distriots were mde legal by the legislature and court
decisionse A mining district was first advertised with certain bomﬁa.ries, an election
called, and if a majority voted yea, a committed wes appointed to draft a set of by-laws,
regulating the size of olaims and what constituted a right to a claim, how long it might
be vecated without forfeiture; also as to water rights-~the most importent factor at that
time, es only surface mining was in ;:perat&on. At the appointed time the elettors met,
adopted the by=-laws, elected a recorder, decided the amount to be collected as a record=-
ing fee, and was' ready thereafter for businesss The recorder adted in a limited way &s
a justice of the peace. Distriet laws differed in the size of olaims and some other
points, owing to loocal conditions and interests. Bach distriot was in a measure a gove
ernment to itself, and administered lew from its ovm standpoint of right and wronge All
personal disputes were settled by the disputaihs, unless a gross injustice had been done
a weaker by a stronger partye All mining endwater right disputes were decided by &
miners mess meeting, the mjority rendering the verdict, unless the parties to the controvere
sy choose to settle it by other meamse Sometimes firearms were resorted to, though such
an occurrence Was Taree

In trials for stealing, and ssimilar offenses, & regular jury wes selected and oounsel
appoin‘bed for both sidess The vigilance committee of San Franoisco of 1856 was paterned

after ‘@ ‘mining trials of '49 anl the early 50's and was endorsed by 90 per cent of the
population. The usual penalty for petty larcény was banishment from the district, and in
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out the married mene Count the hats and you had ite
As a whole the early miners of California were in the strictest semse cosmopolitame
He neither had or expected to have a home or permanent stopping place till he returned
from whence he came. He was a shiftting, restless fellow, seldom satdsfied with tlke returnms
of his olaim, regardless of the yielde His kmowledge of mining had all to be gained by
experience and observation, and it was a little disquieting to work e olaim for $10 a day
while others were taking out from five to ten times as much. A majority of the earliest
miners made big strikes at some time and found it hard to be content with anything less
than a bonanza, Meny others wandered from camp to camp for years, barely making e living,
and that largely by wages, while the ignus fatus of hope was ever dazzlipg before his
eyes, luring him on from camp to camp, with never a thought of failure or abandoning the
chase, None can every know how manyz lives were sacrificed in this infatuating chase, while
so much might have been accomplished had the same energy and perseverance been directed
along different liness It is a pathetio scene in ome of life's greatest dramas. The
congregating and intermingling of so many different elements and characters, while it
evolved no lew elements in the social relations of mankind, with a umanimity never before
knovn, oyystalized some of the noblest traits in our nature that has and always will re=-
dound to the honor and oredit of all who participatede. It was not the produect of any
particular class, counbtry or people, but the whole oivili%ed world contributed to the

production of what I propose to tell as best I can in a future article,





