u

Salmon feast (written for Sunday,feast
day)
Click Relander

SUNNYSIDE DaM (Ah Wa lum)-Uncertain years hgve left sure marks of
passage upon Noc Noc's face. Rut they have also weathered the bulges and
dips of Konnewock Pass overlooking the salmor fishery on the Yakima River.
‘he place, called Ah Wa Tum, is not far downstream from where the river
has shorn through Iwo Buttes or Union Gap.

Noc Noc sat, talking. She used her language, more expressively unfolding
he history of the new caught salmon and first dug roots feast, called

cow 'e it."

"This I wish to maxxfxskax  say before my days run out, before the river,
now xmix dirtied and full of suckers and carp grows even older thun when
I was young and it was clear and cold.

She toid how the salmon feast, held each spring, will be repeated
toduy, Sunday, worship day. 4his year it will be in the Wapato Long House
a few miles southeastwardly from Ah Wa Tum. *he se.ving will begin about
noon when the salmon,roots and ve.lson are cooked and people from other
Northwest reservations and neighbors arrive, each and all welcoze to

share in the Creator's gifts.

Here, in the saume manner the feast has always been carried out it

will be publicly known that another custom has been rerpetuated.

(more)



LIXST 8CGes
“¥ou were not here for the ceremony when famlly names were passed on

and I gave uway many things."
4hen she pminte: gestured toward Joe Woods.
YHis name is Saluskin. Ihis name was passed down to him at the ceremony."

Again she gestured. Tnis time toward Alex Saluskin,

“He 1s now called Chief Weowicte fhat name,pas.ed through the family
many tiues, now rests with him. When the time comes and he dies the name
will be kept in the family for smmemmaxeise another."

Noc Noc was dressed in a long print dress which covered plain calf

yblack

high moccasine. The :lseves were long. Her thick hair was so long the

doubled over braids rested on her shoulders o

Noc Noc's gestures were rippling pantomine, a soft flow of Indian
wordse. Softly spoken, tHeégjdgdr the words at tines seemed a little feurful
of stepping out into a strange world grown up agbout them.

The name by which many neighbors knowk her is Mamie Woods.

"I am the last living daughter of the late Chief Saluskin who
lived to be about 90,a ilttle oider than I now ame He died in 191€. He
was a friend of McWhorter who listened to him like you are listening now.
"I live on my allotment which is between Farker and Wapato. My mother's
allotment was here by the river.

"Chief Saluskin was given the name of Chief Weowiet and was called



second adwmsw
Weowict S8aluskin. Four times he went to «ashington,fighting for the
rights of his people "

She repeated stories told he: by the.people who had khmern attended
the Ireaty Council of WallaWalla in 1855, Said Noc Noc:

"This was the way it was. Eefore the treaty there were only a few
chiefs in all this Xmm V.lley and adjoini g land. One of these was
Weowict,."

She told how this chief lived at H06uWQUOFQCRddd Kow Why Chass,"which
you call Cowiche. 1t means Foot Log Bridge pl _ce. This was up by the
homestead of J,ck Splawn whose sonkx lives in Yakima.(Homer Splasn)e

Weowict's country was also around N.ches, and down the U er Valley
thro gh Wide Hollow, and along the Yakima at Ah Wa lum, the Sunnyside
Dam.

"Weowlctm was too old and feeble to ride a horse at the time of
Ifreaty so he could not go. He died gbout then. He is the one whose
name has been given to the man you hpve calleu 8lex Saluskin. He is
wy nephew. He is the uncle of the man now called Saluskin, who was
Joe loods.

"As far as I can remember, back to my childhood, we held a salmon
cerenony Ex@MxdxR each spring. My father and mother sponsored these

:
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feasts at Ah Wak lum. It was their gifted duty. *heir children were
required to take part. *his duty has been yifted to me. It is required
of these younger in our family that they mm also must help."

She explained how the ceremony has a religious significance tnrough
worship, bestowing blessings to early roots and the new run of salmon,
the first caught.

"IL was the same with dcer and other game and with berries.
"I will explaine

“ihe Creator created the people. God created wa.er. He also ereated §0a,
fish for fuod and game and roots, and all combined with salmon at one
thanksgiving feast.

"From time immemorial, salmon were a sacred food. They were treated
reverently. No one caught more than they needed for fcod. No one caught
ghem for amusewment.

"I remember the first pioneers who came to the Valley, people with
names llke Sgwyer. My people went back to the days of Ben Snipes, Billy
POdd Parker for whom Parker Fottom was naned; #8dbB3d the McDonalds and the
Splawnse

"Our people took gifts of fish and game to these mw settlers. We gave

then a friendly welcome. ihe piocneers and their children remembered
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our kindness. * ey never made laws against us like are made today.

When an Indian goes fishing now, he is arrested under these laws which
disrcgard the Indian religion. *hey deny the sacred ceremony of the salmon,"

Noc Noc continued:

"There were no irrigation canals and dams in my younger days. I h,ye
seen how these obstucles have had a serious effect on the salmon run.

"I feel bad today to see these results. I no longer see salmon so
plentiful.fhey fmed the Indidians and they fed the _ioneers and the streams
were always full of REEaux nasau--salmon. Al.otments were not ofour
choising, either.

"In those days before allotments everyone rode horseback or went on
wagons. *here were no state d6d@ddéddd patr lmen , chasing them and asking
for thelr licenses or arresting them on fictitious citatlons. Our pe ple
are harassed by the patrolmen who follow them to their homes. I feel bad
about this because I am afraid someone will get killed.

"ﬁow I have other things to saye.

"4 long while ago when spring came out peop.e listened and ke ard
the 606p doves talking. Then they inew the salmon were coming. Seven
men waited for the salmon,caught them,prepared them and served them. Seven
others hf went out after deer. No ome could take,prepare or serve

deer d®dchedfdeds. for the first feast but the seven hunters.
‘mnrn}
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"ihere were seven root diggersytoo. I hgve been a head root gatherer
for the feasis many years. This tall baskét hat was made by my mother
and is now my hat. Orchards and fenced fields have destroyed many of the
old root digging grounds, but the Creator put roots on our Reservation
where we can mmm dig them, and berries were left there for us,too.

"Many years ago no one was allowed to fish, hunt or dig roots on
Sundays. That was one of the ways we allowed the salion to get upstream
and spawn and keep living. This was one of our ways of conservation.
There was alwayx an abundance of salmone

"The runs never diminished, like they did after people started to
ri8h every day. Later there were peop.ie with rods and reels who fished
every day. I think it would be good to be like the old days when 1t
was against our religion to fish on sundays. Ihere are many things gbout
oul religion you people do not know. Conservation was a ,art of our
religion.*”

Noc Noc looked out at tBe Sunnyside Dam where only at long intervals

a lonely ddl salmon rushed out of the water 8086 only to fall back,
exhausted.

On the pole~bullt platforms were a few Indians. Sometimes they

swept through the water;holding a long pole, dip-netting. it mostly

they waited, although it was mid way in the salmon run,. (more)
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Rarely was a salmon caught but there were many suckers and some
carpe 4he salmon were small,six to eight pounders.
"Ihey used to be big fish," Noc Noc & said. "They would weilgh 30 or
40 pounds or even more. But if there are any large ones lefty, the ccmmercial

and
fishermen , their b@D6dDGEES3IAAAdNAGAr radar equipped boats way down

the Cpolumbia trap tiem in the big nets. And we are blamed, because there
are so few salmone "

The matriarch rubbed withering hands across half.squinted eyes.

Alt takes much mo:ey to buy a few fish now. But money cannoct
buy enough fish to put them back in the river like it was when the

Creator put them there. Muneymx cannot buy your heart and your religiongf

The Creator also gave us these things."






qca 1 shakers

.I One_ of the important tenets of the Shaker
| i‘a:f.th is the belief Ifl.n the efficacy of prayers in
tho healing of the sick. Oftén the healing se.;"vice is
part of t!r;e Surday meeting, with sr;'r-.?et.i!.-.-es as many as
half a. degzen pelrsons seated for the _n'vz‘;-rérs cf the
cdngregation; %he metﬁher:;. tell of nany perepns, l_lko
not helped thz-ougﬁ medical doctors, who have been gixred
at” e ' cnndiek

\

After the service, on many Sundays, the

1

congregation gathers for a rotluck meal, Now they

are M meatd pg in the renovatad mess hall,
which has Just been completed and is mucﬁ nore 'comi'ortablte
than in the pasts It has been refinished inside, and
mar;y cornforts added,

The membars of the congreration--thére are

about 75 active adults and many children-= are ‘busy now with

plans for building & new church,. About two months
ago they started a“building fund and it bhas already
reached the fsu:_n of $1700,

= y MORE
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¥2xs lemorial-Vets
Wo/da

TO-rENIoH~The ceremony was called "pe_now-ouck!" hunureds of years ago
in the country of the Yakimas, now the Yakima Valley of many ruces. It is
5till called that, tne memorial for the departed, a fauwily's way of showing
to all the deac are not forgotten and that they live on iu the hearts and
thoughts ana stories cf tne pecple. Interpreted, the word means sowmething
like ¥zmmmarex "thinking of someone who used to be here but co.ldn't neke
it this time, although he is here in cur thoughts, he is stiil here among uss.'
Such a ceremcony was heid Friday in the Yawina Indian Community Center,
it was sponsorea by Mrs. bilen Saluskin ano br. and birs. Johnny L rney.

“*he dinner yiich followed was couwbined with a veterasns dinrer,ponoring
the Yakimas who have diea for tneir country, and honoring the many now
1iving who have served or are se ving t.ieir country. this dinner was attended
by half a thousand Yakimas and guests. a patriotic program was concucted by
thie Wapato Veterans ol roreign Wars rPost, and it was one of the most unusual
throughout tne entire nation on VYeterans Day.

Georgpe Unmtuch, @eneral Council chairman xh® was the Psin-wit-ta", the
"speaker or expiainer” for the memorial services, because ne knows of these
very old things which are a parc of the Yuak lpas' culture. There was a
period of open mourning for the departed whiie tneir pictures were passed
reverently and kindly from hand te hand along the lines on the women's side

and the wen's sice of the large roome And the children were siient,listening
and absorbing. The mourning was for wargaret Wanto Williams, awat of krs.

Saluskin, auu william Hypier Moses, a veteran of wWorid war II, wno died
less than a year ago in thne Veterans Hospital at Walla wWallae.

lnen tabies were sev up, and becaws e there was not enough cnairs for the
large crowd, two tabies were syread on the floor as in the old days,
and apolcgies were zade to the understanding guestse.

(more)
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menorial

Whi_e the tables weie being set with dried ei.k meat, salmon,
June berries, kouse or bread root y biahe or bitterrcot, souwicht or
wild carrots, roast turkey, green beans, xmrmy Kernel corn, bread,
cakes ana pies, the arummers sang the religious songs of the people.
Irese were led by Watson *otus and included Charlie Jim, Otis shilow,
nenry ‘hompson and others with the talent of drumming and singinge.
lre V¥ color guard pusteé the colors before tiie cinier .receded.
Leonard tomaskin presided for tne VEFy Post, introduci.g Ted adler
of Yakira, sen.cl vice comuande i ¢ohn Dewnontiney,Wavato, Sth district
comnander; Harry anderson, past deputy comuander, stute of dashington;
Isador Johnson, d08Gofiian.. post historian who related the history of the
post, with half its wembershi. édLa;s 3 Charles . dpeucer, Yuaitima
Agency superintencent, wildBa0d@dpnédseBda who was addressed as "the big
brother of our reservation;“ Stanley Siartlowit, pd@40m6ddér  and Louie
Cloud, both post .embers ané both tribal councilmen; Virginia é&edwdnd
Beavert, anothur post member and one of the fey Yanima woren who are
veterans, and wany other guests,
+tomaskin announced that Joe Jay Pinkham's krakher younger bprother,
John, had been wounded in gction in Viel Kam "Unly yestsruay.!
‘ne wow dea ¥ERmran: 24-yeul-old vetsran 's hone is Wapato and ne is
the son of Joe Pinkham.
Alsc introduced was mm the latest member of the ViW Fost,
Jasper Washines of Granger, recently discharged U.3. Marine Corps
lance corporal and a Viet Nam veteran. He is now entering @odRkdag

university studies as a fisheries man.
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Meterans lemorial

fomaskin announcea that the post is encouraging the agency
to establish a new list of veterans' so racords can be kKept of the
hinareas of Yakimas who are serving their country in another war.

Iribsl councilmen are interestea, too, in establishment of such a list
so the additionalms names can be inscribed on the monument to all veterans,
including the "original warriors of the Yakima Indian Nation" , now
listea on the stone shal't on the Yskima Incian agency grouvnds.

One of tnhe il.ng_time tribal leuders, Chief Wiyawikt Alex Saluskin,

66 extended greetings for his peoo.e and lacer in the urogram thanked

carticipating ir the memorial and Veterans! Day program.

&

everyone for
lnere were so many people present that auditional servings
ollowed the progrem, and then there was war dancing contests during
the alternocn and ancther neal In the evening.

tius was the memory of the dead redonddd re- nstiiled .n the minds
of relatives and friendsj; and thus vere Yakima warriors of all wars,

the deac and the living, honored on Veterans Day.



Wehe little band of Wyams, ¥EEEg continuing to live

atsed Cabls [ fana
at their ancestral homesite along the Columbia Riverlreceive a minimum

of government ald in these days of a liberal distribution of Ame:.ican

M

h throughout the world.
LSo they are AW frlends taroughout the regim} M&j
for :! = a long house
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@O which to them is)a church Atplte:

LMrs. Flora ‘hompson, slight of body but strong in determination
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)

. o
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[uflora

of the Warm Springs fleservation wauo hflped the U.S. -.rmy track down

las fpo-un,
4 » "’
Modoc Jack in the Modoc War service for wnich/the government “‘z

/

123 it S oA

ndian Scout, GESEENY Cushinway

& a descendant of the

who did not move onto the Wa.m Springs or Yakima Reservations and

Med O#F&e Kuni or J-ommy ‘hompson as their Chlef M ""_54("“

LThe ﬁlreau of Indian Ai‘fairs, offering no hope for construction

of a long house or church, has 1epaired the homes of the villagers.

uguCEZiIis Jaycees ‘BB mk® the long house project,

bl odAbag Gl |
/\seeking donations in that region. Flora, on a visit to Yakima,

expressed hopes that friends throughout the Valley would Qa@iiil peedwt in

the campaign.

The villagers have elected Maggie Jim president of the

long house project and Douglas Yallup vice president. Nancy

S

Shi.pentower is secretary and Roscline Yallup treasurc:j/;;;ra and 5)

i S T T ————
T

o i e

<:fﬁch Henry lhompson are ex—officioﬂ_wmhan&ﬁ—lﬁm Moses Showaway,

e —————
T

klizgbeth Howard,Arita Jim and Laura Stahl are members of a sub-/f

comuittee to assist the officers. Nﬂ#/,/’
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(v (16LJ

L"he long house burnhxon the day fehmxifubex of the funeral for
John Whiz, interpreter for the aging Zikre®SEEE» chief.

uong houses are used Ja@ by the people iampmimh to ceagumect

| A
funeral servicesjénd are also plgces for comwuunity celebrations and

gatherings on holidays { l I “‘B

It was late #april of 1956 thats‘ Pacific Northwest %ibesw

oAt Lt?tuvm L&W

gathered ,as had always b een their custom;] for a salmon PEESENUEA

oL relbspisne fommia ¥ (.'é{;i‘“(,.ﬂg y O, (-S’m%-/‘yq

xplorers of another race first

feast(-Eht this was the last siiuce
Y s (9 4}
aeeeRded the gatheringsx foe-

were then so ancient no one knew their origin.
- ailng 2-&3‘ MW
“Jhe feast , fpril 29,195;' was the last, because\éhe Dalles Dam

was closed and impounded the Columbia River, flooding out Celilo

Falls

/Aad even for e final Wy-am feast most of the salmon had to be

purchased from commercial fishermen, because the run was so

small;@—



VI1CK nejanaer
Meworial ceremony

Vo/A

WHILE SWAN-People who live 2,000 miles from the Ygkima country drove up to
the long house,coming to honor the dead.

*hey parked their cars while the sun was noon high.

Inside a man spoke:

WFeople a:e marching away into the earth every day. When they are gone
their costumes,personal possessions and the memories are all we haye left of
dur departed loved ones."”

In simple words the speaker explained the memorial custom of the Yakimas
to non-Indian friends gathered at the July Encampment to honor three tribal
members who have died within the year, Alba Shawaway,tivelyn Spedis and Richard
Jinme

ihe speaker, and others, also were talking to the younger pecple, even
the children. Rurxim For in that manner are the customs and very old culture
passed down tangled roads 06 years to later generations.In that way are the
heirlooms,costumes, dance gear and other personal belongings of the
departed--stored since death--bequeathed to oncoming generations.

No things of modern manufacture are brought out to be shown and gifted.

Cultural pe:petuation is evident,intertwining with the age-old religion

digoevident.

6m0
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The memorial at the July Encampment is carried out in other long houses
on the reservation, also at Colvillie, Warm 8prings and on the Umatilla
reservation. Kap Theﬁﬁ purest form among the Yakimas reveals a very old
culture s®#x continuing despite later.day intrusions.
The consumation of the memorials clears the longk house for other
activities to proceed.
Name givings,name takings, first deer kill rituals,first berry servings,
a warrlor's going away dance or a welcome home and Jolner or initiatory dances
widh
38 all possess unmistakable hallmarks of a cultural brotherhood 9? Sunday

worship services, clear voiced chanting and the pulsing throb of koo-koo-lots,

the large wafer_like hand drum.

Persons who know the old ways and religious leaders help the families
by conducting the memorials.

On this occasion Otis S8hilow and Don Umtuch presided in the earthen.floored
1ong house, using a miscophone. &t tiwes they walked the length of the
puilding, talking as in the days before microphones. Here for the first

S«Cwm
timeﬂpre names of the dead syoken so relatives and friends may hear. =i
“fhey are proudly premim=ued spoken. N asi.

Then the widow, Nettie Shawaway and her relatives from Warm Springs brought

out large bundles of possessions, tied in blankets or large pieces of yard

goads .
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She first opened a small package of photographs which had besn hidden
since time of death. Weeping softly she handed them to her helpers and they
were passed from person to person. Display of pictures was added,not 1on§}3.

P orfropa j o Ysora,

ago, and the custom is now continuing.
W s

One by one the individual contents of the bundles'\uﬁs held upe

There was an old style curly-haired buffalo robe,porcupine headpiece,large
noisy ankle dance bells, hand drums and ceremonial fufgg. ihere was in fact
everything a man would use in many public ap.earances and cerenonials, XX in

ak
the Walt Diske Disney film,"Tonka,")the Pendleton Roundup, Calgary Stampede ,
Ellensburg pow wow; big rodeos in Oregon, the Seattle World's Fair Indian
Village and Seattle Indian Center and elsewhere. The things he had used in
many apuearances before Army generals, comm. ssioners of Indian affairs,
Gunls o
small school groups, @Gamp FngSfEFES; Scout/guﬂ&a where he had ay, eared to
@%sw/ s orw

tell of the Indian way of 1ife were in the bundles with thinga\ﬁeed"gt

conventions and book fairs.-Bagnuﬁeiﬂ% was always lnterested in young

people and was proud to help preserve txe Indian culture. Each bundle

yielded a book of memorles to thos¢ who knew him.
Fhen the possessions were rebundled,

Wwatson Totus of Satus, and Louie Mitchell, a Warm Springs religious

a

man and brother in_law of Hrs. Shawaway and five other drummers led the

pre feast chants.
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A fine dimme®E meal 1s always served at meumorials, also a manner of showing
esteem for the departed.
There were dish:s of roast elk and other weat, dumpings in meat gravy,
stew, celery, wnite bread and coffee on the table. But firsi: there was
( water)
the ceremonlious offering of a sip of water led by +4otus who said,"choose."
wveryone drank and then ate.
Importantly there xwx was Indian & or Creator given food, gathered only
where it can be found now, desep on the reservations. ‘here was souwicht
or wild carrot, a kind of cawmas crisp wien raw and oily tasting when
bﬂ«l ffLe
baked; boiled bitierroot and blood red choke cherries niding hard pits.
But there was no old-day Indian food for desert. This consisted of
watermelon,pieces of cake with b:ight colored icing, apple pies and oranges.
Other c.ants were sung, the table was cleared and after a time everyone
gathered in the canvas cmwexmd sheltered dance house,
iotus, Umtuch and Shilow syoke and so <id the SpoNnsors.
Here a big war dince drum was set up. Nine drummers began a war chant
and the costumed families stepped out onto the floor in a procession, passing

counter clockwise. Sogéﬁgg;;led the possessions of the loved ones.

In the procession was the Charlie Spedis family which originated in

the Klickitat Gountry along the Co umbia and from the area of the o.d

railway town which took its nawe from the family, (more
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There were children of all sigzes in that separate group, some toddlers
gulded by older brothers or sisters already following the Indian footprints

of their ancestors. When the procession had completed ﬁﬁy roun%;, friends

Sesw by
and relatives joined the families in a circle dance which moved ezunteex

S:(M S/Q«swd/w»m-f ]
clockwiseéto e ’ JV?}

—f%e Second Fime
ine large stacks of possessions, then brought ou showed/how

long and with how much devction the sponsors};ad prepared for the memorial.

Heirlooms are nearly always retained in the family and it is the custom
to give newly ,urchased blankets, shawls, plece goods for wing_tip dresses,
scarves and corn husk bags sometimes to visitors NRBXNEYRXEARBXAX XBREXNAY
RUXNRYARARBRXXREXIRXEX SR XREXGRATX« oF close friends who have come a long way
to pay honor.

. \Qahie A

4ribal leaders like Bagle Seelatsee were éiiiiﬁiﬁaé; by the sponsors to
help the assistants with the distribution. A Pendleton blanket, beaded
gloves, careful%ybeaded moccasins wiiich hgd been worn by their owners  in
ceremonies; costume furs, beads of antiquity,heirloom eagle feathers and
fur headbands were all gifted.

4he large piles diminished agcgggég;nefaator's name was called out for

all to hear, or a helper took some passession to the receiver.

+IThese things may now be used at celebrations and ceremonials because

everyone has seen to whom they were givensznaa orn thoo Knsum Yo €l
pa.op Le, (more
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A puff of wind tugged at the wmamWer roof canvas, ut gently like'fghn
recollections of those belng honored were held in hearts.
S1it rays of the late afternoon sun flitted around the edges of the
dance house, playfully.
After six hours the memorial was nearly at an end. Soon the way would

be cleared for agtivities. Concession stands could open. Stick and bone
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gambling and card gamesApou;d COmRence .
& first joiner,like fmm@a Sandra Lamere,ll, whose parents are Chief of

+R ekl

/\Police and Mrs. Wilson Lamere could make her initiatory or first public
ij-on b'w‘(’hon.» L5 a Ldfhﬂ"*éfvj/a, /),,y/z /,,Melz & T—k‘:»-u.‘)
dance. War dances could be held at ni.ght.
Latuch helgd up/ﬁlba Shawaway's religious drum for he was known for his
grum chants. He also held up a thick drum which he had won in comgetition

at a celebration thousands of miles from his home at Farker.

Ihigpodeana0d0n6dedodpdiagadac
She asks permission to keep these for their memories of her husband,

Umtuch explained.
ihe druws were bundled up againe.

And everyone understood.



