Indians-Spirit belief

Yp, Kuykondall (G.P.)
‘he Indians believe t hat all objects are of a dual nature
having @ soul ar spirit-like existence inde,en ent of the méterial
form. It is sdd that same of the (egon trives farmerly Leld &hat the
vario s organs of the body were each endowed with separate souls,
Among all the tribes the idea seemed tobe that there were really two
persas, the spirit or soul and the body with its aninal life and
that the body could exist for some time vwhile the sould was absent.,
This ghost-like self had thesame formand visage as the body while
they believed in a spirit or soul they do not aps e:- 1 tohave thought it was
as much a reality as the bodye.
There wa a vague misty unsubstantiality about it ¢ at must have been
very unsatisfying to their minds.
The soulf could leave the body and go away in dreams amd trances,
And could appear as an apparation in places far fran the body.
with form amd features recognizable. In their language, life and breath
or spirit and breath meant the s ame thing.
© poodmany, if not all of the Indians balieved that there were
certain s hamans or conjurers that could rob them of their
sails and that the bady would continue to live on for a longer or
sha ter time but th& it must soon die. In their so-called
doctoring pow-wows the doc tors mrofessed to restore the absent
soul to its owner amrd thus makeh is r scovery to health possible,

#.0ther idea quite prevalent among the t ries of Northern Oregon and
Washington was thd& t he soul could canetack and inhabit some other bodye.
The most northerly tribes bordering upon and reacing into Brithsh
Columbia thought the soul cams back ad enter d certain birds,fish
or deer or elk. Othersheld that t he soul came back in the bddy o

infants born torsar relatives. It enteredthe body of a female



and appeared in her child,

f the child strongly resembled the deceascd thenthere was no doubt
but that he had appeared againa nd hisname wus sooner or later
conferred upon it,

Some of the tribes in the ilgrthwest held that the deceased could choose
Into what family he would be born again and among the poor and sick and
suffering life was laid down with 1ittle regret believing they might after
a while be born intowealthy or honorable families, E

It wasgenerally elieved that the spirits of the dead are out ar ound
the world very active and busy diring thenight but that in the day-
time they afl@ stay a bout graveyards and onely dark places. “ome held
thatthe dead go into a state of insensibility as soonas the . ight of
day comes, a d that when darime:ss broods over the world
their spirits come for th rehabilimented and happy, dancing, feasting
and engaging in &ll kinds of pleasures scuring the hours of darkness.

“hatever hapuiness or bliss was attributed to those in the spirit
land there seems to ave b n a sort of vague dread and much misgi ing
in regard to it; and their legends show ceclearly enough
that 1t was the egeneral belief the& it would be desirable to have the
soulds of the deceased return to earth and that the existence here
1s really more suostantial aml desirable thanthat in the spirit land,
Everythhing goes toshow tmt for some cause there had teen a gre:t deal
o change going on in the belief of the tribes for some time
before the advent of thewhites.

Their traditions indicate that the Indians had been travelling and
visiting more together than formerly. ‘here is everyindication that at
some period back only a few hundred years t'e tribes had no horses and
their exeursims wecre limited amd there were greater proviclalisms in
customs ard beliefs than in later times., Formerly each little tribe

had its owm grounds, lived anddied near their birthplaces aml seldom

traveled.



Unde these circumstances each had its own legends and muths and i ts
omparticular belief as to the future. Now and for some lyears back
the re arc found traces of soveral beliefs mixed in wit allthe
t#ibes. There wasmuch more ‘ndeperdence in thought and difference 1n
religious belief thanwe have been prone to lmagine. ihere wasmuch more
scepticism ardtendency to unbelief than we have been taught to 1 ok
for., Many individuals when asked sabout the future state
and will say "I Don't know,' Some expre s a doubt as to the
immortality of tte soul and same utterly deny it.
“mong most of the tribes thee seems to have buen a pretty
distinct idea of rewards and punishmemnts based on tke Indians
idea of right and wrong. I, nearly all cases ther wacshope Bld out
far re lief and final entranc into the ha .y lami. Yenerally, after a
uncertain length of time spent in banishment the sins of t he of fender
were expiated amd he vias permitted to pass in among the
good q was even assis ted in.
4mang no tribes do we find anything like the orthodox fire, the
- brimstone hell; of the ancient Tantalus,forever tortured with
images of everything pleasing to the senses but which he was utterly
unable to grasp. The Chinooks ami Klickitats believed in a bright happy
land notvery definitely located whe e the good were permitied to enjoy
themselves in hunting f ishing and every pleasure convelvable to the
Indian mind; while the wicked were condemned to wander
awgy in a land of cold and darkness tos tarve and freeze unceasingly.
oome ofthe northern tribes say that inthe other world there is a dark
myste rious lake or ocean; and that out of this lake there flow two
rivers. Up one of the shores there is a beautiful country filled wi th
allmanner of beeries and game while the s tream abounds in fish. Here

the good Indian lives in happiness and comfort forever. Up the other
r iver there is a land of £oodoendd frost ard darknessSe.



a stony barren waste, a land of briars and brambles where the
sunlight never canes andvwhere the wicked wander forever in cold, hunger
aml despair.

The Okanogans have an I,dian heaven amd a peculiar kind of hell,

Indéead of the arthodox cloen-footed barbed-tailed devil ther is a being
in human form with ears &and t ail of a horse. *his fantastic being lives
in the pilne trees ard jumps a bout from tree to tree and with a
stick peats and prods the poor soul@ consigned to his dominions.

If among the tribes of the Werthwest there is any idea of a heaven
in the sky or in some elevated spot or place it was probebly d erived from
priests ar missionaries,

In the extreme southern part of Opeson the Indians re present the
happ. hunting grounds as beyond a dark, deep gulf or chasm across
which all must pass over fme say on & slippery pole, *he good manage to
get over but the evil fall n and reappear upon earth in the form of
beasts, insects or birds. r¢ of the m .t common id cas amang the
interiar tribes was that the spirit land is situated far awaytowards
the southa west/

In 1ts journey thesoul mets far out on the way & spirit being
who understands his life amiweighs all his conduct ami
actions. If he has been bad he is sent tn a cr oked, wandering road
that leads to a lam of misty darlmess wkere the soul, folorn,cold and
hun%ry forever wanders in despair; while the good are dire cted along a
stralght roal leading to & country that is Wwery beautiful and abounding
¢ everything the Indian can desire,

“hese various shades of bel ief sll give expression to that
unutterable longing characteristic o humanity in all ages to
look int o the future to unravel the mys tery lof death andto solve the

rroblem of mant;s destiny after he quits this mortal body. In his vain attempt



to satisfy the yearings of hB soul after immortality and happines
beyond the grave in &all larmi s has invented mystic storie s,
Yeath, silence aml darkness fill thosavage mind with superstition
superstitious dread, :he most profiound and philisophical stand silent
or nation
in the presence of death. “ach tribe pictures what has its own idea of
lsaven anc e ach p@@dBdd pictures what from its standpoint would s eem the
msthappy aml desirable conditi m . No psopple can plcture & heaven superior
to the powers of their conception oPO to originate.
‘he Indian;sheavenly mansion was & mat house because he had never
scen nor thought of anything superior or better.
Yrumming, dancirg, gaming and feasting were the highest conwptions
of felicity possible to the Indian mind. Hence he pilctured far
himself & heaven 1n which there are the chief pleasures. ‘he river and
coast trives bein accustomed towater aniboats located their
heaven on & far away 1lsland; and the spiritis were conveyed tothe Indian
paradise inboats,. he prairie tribes being accustomed to horses
as the speediest amib est mode of conveyance sent their dead to
heaven on horseback,
We thus see the the habits of 1life ard the
surroundings of & eople have much to do in their heaven building. The
The Indian prophet harangues the children of the prairie and forest
about a heaven where drumning, & ncig anmd various plays and sparts anQ0
are conducted in a great mat hous =, ThelMOhammedan priest t ells the
followers of <slam of a land of palaces, fountains and delicate perfumes
and wherethe soul revels in sensual pleasures. ‘e early Christian
fathers preached abait aheaven with goldens trets, jasper wall , seas of
glass and fountains and rivers of life, * higher a thorlty says,"Eye

hath nd seen nor ear heard, neitherhath it enterdd into the heart

ofman ‘to conceive " what heaven is 1ike.: 3 sonance
with reagon &nd philosophy. ?wr%gten aﬁo§€°158%§ L8 Lutconacn



Dy, geB. Kuykendall
Fort Sincoe

(1872)

..The building hed flie fire pliecos 3 below tnd twe above. :Lka rooms were
ceiled or plastered ard smooth and well finlshed. The officers
quarters had been bullt with re ference to camfort durng winter and
sumrier but with due repga to veaistance tothe tullets of an enemy ln case
of att cke % epewere briclkbetwesnt B s tudding amd thick lumber placed
vergically'on thea: side and the wholce was painted. "“hare wa: a fine well
of water mear the kitchen door. ':he buildin gs were fenced in with
an eight foot high fenwe on the bck of the yards and in front with
paling fence, :he far t grounds were laild ofi not quite totlscardinal
poirts of the canpass , the narth and south lines running a few degrees
east of narthe “""he south side of the square was occupied by the buildin s
of the officer:, the commandant's house¢ belng in the middle of the south
side and acing nar the Our house was imredlately ea terly fram the
com andants(copy) occupied Ly the sgente.

The other of ficers had teen placed in their order of superiority

along the south side ard near tim corners vhere the ends turned nweothe
On the north e ast were the com issary bulldings and on the cast side of
the square had becn the soldier's barracks,
Yomat the northwest corner was llcated the beoard i house armd: dormitories,
This was where the Ind an children wre boarded am housed. Tle school
building stood near by and the @rpenter am blac ksmith shops were clustered
near the northwest corner of the o0ld parade ground.BEverything was very
orderly and business was run by the tlock. mployes were all sup osed to
be at thaelr places by 7 in the marning, We found that the governrent
fairnishe d us plenty of wood, vegetablesz for aur tables,cows to milk
and we had Bbef and riubtton atavery small rice, 4' cents per pound for the
best quality. ‘he luwes b d furnisture of a plain substaitial
character but mothing elegant. Our living was good, wholesome am

very inexpensive go that one could saveup thegeaiwer part of his salary
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1f he chose to. No profan'ty , doseenity or rough coarsc conversation was
allowsde The place wa run on the b asis of supposition that it was a
mission, and the example set byt he white was supposed at all times to be
salutary and such as would exert a good influence over the I:‘d ians. "e
werc su posed to be there as an e ample and pattern for the Ind iana,
Ynisky, alcohol am all sorts of intoxicating drinks were banished from
the agency, ari I nover saw a drink of intoxicants taken while I was

there, a perlod of abaut ten yesrs.



Dr. G.B. Kuykendall, riscpte
social Amenities (at Yort Sincoe) (At fort 1872-1862)

Whe: we went to Fort Simcoe we felt as if we mmd got ten
almost outside of the worlde. L*coldenrxc;lala was the nearsest towm be twean
up and the Dalles, it was 45 miles avay and ther e were high mountains
impaésable 8DQ in winter ti: e betucenJ.Yakima City was then the only town
in the Takima ¥alley, 1t wa: celled at that t ime “Stomach Sitters”
owing to the wrevalence of whisky drinking. Ellensburg was a naneﬂ
sltuate d amid sage brush and sand dunes » 8bot the most desert looking
place ocutaide the center of the desert of Sahara, wac 80 miles away and
Valla Valla was 110, *here wore but few settles in all tha wide range
of countrye It was distinct y amd decidedly an Indian country, that ,
that nany said should leve been lef't in tkshands of the Indians, as
1t wu @ never bLe anything anyhow. ""'lhere were here and there scattering
over the country & rancher or cattle misc , living in lonliness,
rais irg stock, :he mreat rmllroad to us was at Portland, save the little
Portage road at the Cascades,

i'here weie broad stretches of sage énd no timber exeept slight fringes
of cottonwood and willow along the s treams, or in tie moun:bal ns where
thare was fir and pinee. This vas the genersl clarcter of the éountry,
all up and down the Yakima valley, and up the Columvia to tho Priecsts
Rapids and beyoude |

Yhen wo a“¢:wed ho thinkof it, we were or seerid tc be, clear ocutside

tte pale of clv:liztim a.;rxi some time s we wondered whether we should
ever ge t out into ths “white setilements againe

Yo found however, a ve:;y intelligent refined , social lot of
peo_le at the fart,wip had Wen selected,all of Hem, far thelr
sffigence and riorals and w ith reference t¢ their influence as instructors
ard !issionar ies. We wera bound to ether by the ties of a mutual
ofiort all in ore dimction, for oms objocte 411l of ® wers avay from home,

all in a rev and stran e land, vhatever dargers @ vici situdes came to



oneé happened to all,
Ve mturally becare very well acquainted, very friendly. I
do otremembBr of any persordl quarrels o dificultles during the
time we were thare, ten voars . ‘here was a remarisb le freedon fram fri ction
and we were a model little corturitye Wle found it easy to f aternigze
and 8 social. Yong ithe l(ljt there wore quite a number of good sin;ers
and sore vwho Dlayed on ing ruments tand mob were fond of sing ing.

There ware no temptatims to spend rioney foolishly,and b 1t surprising
few amusemonts aside from what we could & up ourselve 'yt 4% aurprising
t00d88 how many amuscments peo le pla ed in such circum.“>  .as can
ivent. "e had rany evenings of music, singlng eing a favorite pastime
that helped make the time go, and _ave pleasure, '

Opr agent, Vr. Vi lbur was a large hearted, genial man arl while he

Was a strict disciplianrian, he wa at t he same time a man of
marked geniality, and r& with us at the social atherings, am often
threw open h:is own hoise for such meotings and en‘sred into the plea. ures
of the evening with as much sest as any of tiose yrosent. lie was a good
convernationallst and the nany operati ns being carried an a the nills,
farms, shops anr in ‘the schools, and back in the timber south o the
fort and the work in the gardens, brought all into contict with a
groat riany Indians, in the agency employ, and this caused many anusing
and irterestingthings to lmppen, and there was sure tobs an accoint of
Zhnax these when ve got togethar / in the social gather ings. That some
of the oxperiences vem® of a very amusing clmracter, ray wll be
imgined,

Not infrequently sore oe or two of the bebier educated o the

Indiens with t lieir wives vere irviiﬁd to be pre ent for the aim vas
to et the Indians us e_d to polite socisty as much as possible. With
all of our monotony therc wa: a good deal of variety, and often apicy

variety.

Oon
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blacksnith shops wers clustered near the northwest corner of the old
parade praind. Bverythin g was very arderly and business was run by
the 1 cke Bmplo'_'ees were all supposed t be at their piac es at 7 in
the morning. “e found that the povernment furr ished us plenty of wood,
vegetables far our tmbles, cows to milk and we Iad te of and mutton at
a very small wrke, 4 cents per pound forthe very be:st and firest qualitye.

The houses end fum ished o a plain substantial character, but nothing
el egant. Our living was good, wholesone, and ry inexpensive, so that
any ome could save up the greater pat of his st lary if he chose to do
SOe Q};o profan. iy, obscenity or rough coarse caversation was allowed,
Yhe place was ran on the basis or supposition that it was a nission
and the examples set by the wile s was suvposed at all times to be
salutary and such aswoirld exert a ood influerce over the IndifnSeee
Uhislzy, alcohol and all sor ts of intoxicating drinks were hanished
from the agency and ITnever saw a drink of imto:lcants tal:en while I as
there, a e iod of sbout ten yeam. e soon became acquaintod with the
employes and Lound them tc be peo le of select m rals, intelligence and
o od character. We had no rude,ignorant and boorish peo le at t he 88 6Nncye
f11 were selec ed for their special vork and an &éncompetent man could
not hold h's job long.

"hile the gverment furnished each family with a cow 1t vas
expoected sach me wud milk or have his owm cov Ililkéd. DOwsotibilie s oo
meeting at the ~nrral to milk their com, we sually lmd a good deal
d fun and ther wg4 nuch sociabi ity and good feelinge
'There wes & dispensary and of fice far t he physician in the sast of
the building we resided in. I' tiis wms a five place, a oounter and

shelw s which contained medicive s and rBdical suppliess
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“here werescales, woights, measure s and all the ap liances for
ropar ing medicines, withbo tles, corks, labels stc, Here the Indians
cane f or me dic ines wkihxbotilen,carmisyxiabelsxzakr, tc be examined
and rescribed fu , and totwll of their various cun laints, “he
work was quite monotonuous ard owing to the filthy and slovenly habits
of the TIidians it wms screitimes rather & siclening [Obe.ee.tholir 0ld baliefs
cannot be gotten a.t of t B in one generatl on ar sven two,. 'f"heaa
superstitions ha ‘e besentmught them fran infancy up for guuireh ions, and
nothing that car. be taught then a fter they are grown i «rs ilcate thse

01d beliefs.



Dr, G.B. Kuykendall writings

Woiscopal Church Byilding-Roseburg

During the summer of 1860 my father a rd uncle George had a contract
for building the Episcopal church in Rosecburg, Oregon. I was work:ng
with my fa ther at the time at whatever building contracts he took when I
was 0t in school. The plan was,with this contract, to go to Ros.burg and
camp on the ground and board ourselva, #nd by the way,this meant that I
shaild do the cooking for the cmowd. ‘e should in this way be right on the
ground day ard night and so not lose any time. We fixed up a sort of
temporary camp, out of some of the lumber that was to g0 into the building
and were getting along well with the wark but when we were ready for the
roof, having put up the rafters we did not wi sh to shingle the buillding
until a ter the side walls were all on, So as to stiffen up the frame,
80 that it would stand wind end stoms The roof was a very steep, gothic
and would catch an immense force of wind and be liable to blow over without
the walls w:ire firs t enclosed and well nailed.

‘he buildirg committee hadnot succeeded in getting the lumber for the
sfiing on hand ard it seemed that we whould have to stop. The bu ilding
canmitthée was very anxious to have the roof put on anyhow and take the
chance of wind. My fa ther and Uncle George explained the danger of ROBO
suwh a uroceeding, but but they indisted that te ®o on and put on the roof e
We had urged the committee to get the €840 siding but from some cause they
failsd to do so. “gainst the better Jucgment ofmy father ard Uncle
Gearge, they went towrk to puttdng on the roof, but first braced
the uilding as well as they could, with heavy braces well nailed.

On the back end of the building therewas a little vestry room,
which we happened to have enough siding to close in, and we had moved
ow bedding , some of it into that, and A put one bed there and
another out on a loose fbor in the main body of the church, & night or

two after the roof was on aml while we (my fa ther and I) were sleeping
in thechurch a stomm came up in the night . ‘he wimnd blew with great
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force, and thee was & heavy showsr, ‘he W nd wakensd us up and we were
lying awake 1n bed talking and fearing the wind would increase and He
building be blown over, Gust af ter gist cams along armd finallyt here was

a strong olast came alorg amd I knew fram the sound of it that the building
was likelyt® to go over. I said to my father," it 18 going over this time
sure, and I leapsd ait of b ed amd ran back out andbeforeI had gotten
awayi;rom the building T was in the midst of a crash of falling lumber,
that was crashimg down on my head. I never knew just how I did get out
without being killed but thetuilding went over with & mighty cracking of
timbers. “ work bench or some lumber sustained the timeers partly and the
walls did ot get low down enough to B hurt my father, but the place
In the bed where I had lain had a very heavy two-inch plank lying length-
wise just vim& where I had lain. My fiher was untouched.

Uncle George , who was in the vestry room , was not hurt ard that wae
room was only badly wrenched and Imd not gone over, When a light was
procured I found that IThad ®en knocked down into the mud on my knees,
but I had sustained no great harm. Had I remained in bed I should lmve been
killed in stantly, perhaps while ifmy father had started to run , it is not
likely that he would lmve escapedas Idid. This accident seemed to
produce & great shock upon me, same way., I remember that for three years
whenever there was a he vy wind or even a mild wind, I was afraid the
building I was in would blow over, No reasoning would dispel this fear.

I actual ly knew there was no danger but I felt there was, amd fe:r ard
rervous dread conquered reason., L very well remember several occasions
when there was wind tard I wasin tl® house that therewas not one chance
in amiliion that t® the wird would effect, and yet I was afraid and should
have been,even if I hed been in a room with solid stone walls. .

Years afterward after I ad studied medic ine, I have thought s out the

effect of a panic a shock to the nerves caused by such a fright as I

received., In 1863 while we were in Idaho Uity, Idaho, we wers putting up
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a building, to e used for business purposes,and we were sleeping in
it,much after the same manner as we were in the church. Uncle James
Stark and I were in bed together and alorgin the night I dreamed that
the building was going over, just as the church had and gave a spring out
of bede eoe
The rext maning af ter the church baew down we found it sprawled out wver

much ground than it had occupied standing and the t imbers very badly
sma shed up. .:L.he ques ton arose immediate ly, "who is to stand the damage of
this accident®’ We pbut it up to tl® church of ficials, that they had been
fairly warmed, before what might happen, and Insisted that it would not be
peper to make ws bear all the loss occasioned by t he smashing of timbers
end lumber, and the cost o tmking the lumber apart and putting it up
againe. An equi able arrangement was reached, and everytlifing went on as
smoothly as before ,with no thought of ill feelings,

The church was rebuilt and completed and dedicated and s tood for
many years, a ouse of worship for a wa thy and influentilal society.

lhe facts in regard to erection o tl s church have teen mentioned
to shov how I spent my time when mot in school. My fa her took contracts
for building dwellings, store:, barns an almost every cther kind of
structure. I, that every day every foot o lumper that entered into
the construction of buildings was dressed by hand, all flooring and
ce1ings was hard matched and doors and sash and mouldings were hand
wrked also, andthe building of a house meant taking everything nfrom the
stump up" inany times. Veryoften soms of the lumber that entered into a
building was in the standing tree when the buiiding was s tarted, Put in
some respects the carpentry of that t ime was superior to that of todaye

Ag g rule, leavier foundations were put into buildings and s tiffer
strager frames were bullt. Some of the old wooden struc tures erected
fifty years ago are yet standing and in a fair state of preservation

aml the climate being soft and damp favors early dscay of wooden structureds,
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My father and uncle George nearly always worls d together, taking
catracts and dividing mwofits ar losses, and I never krew of any disagreement:

as to planning, working or insettlements » during all the tie they worked
together s Tt would bedifficult e...

“At that time, and for some yeé ars afterward, their fami lies lived
about elght miles north o Roseburg. Uncle George lived about 2 1-2 miles
southwest fram my fa ther's place. They made it a rule to never work
on Purnday, except in cases of extreme necessity. I haw known them
when they hal a lot of lumber spread out to se ason and a stomm came up
on Surday,to go out ad pile up, ar cover up exposed material, but that
was about the extent of their labor on Sunda Ve On Saturday in the afternoon
8 little exrliar than common , labor was stopped armd tools put away, and
everything arrqnged for a da¥'s rest ami "lay off." When we were work ing
in fosebur g or soms little distance from hane, we always went home on
Paturday evening and both familie s mde it arule to go to church every
bur.day morning and even ing, the younper members of the f amilies
attended Sabbath school and frequently the othws also.

I lmveoften wondered how much of this spirit of reverence and religiows
feeling and principle of 1life was due to tle ear ly religious lives and
character of our Yutch an®stors,who carried their little ones so
regularly 000 to the old Dutch churches for baptism within a month of
their birth.
I have wondered whether this tendency to the f amily, is one that las been
transmitted by inheritance to the descendants, through the nearly
three hundred years of Kuykendall life in dmerica.

The old Camms fwale Yreek Sawmill,

Same time sabout 1856-58 my father and uncle George bullt a saw
mill at the mouth or just aboWe the mouth of the Camas Swale creck ,
near the N rth Umpqua river, EL'he Swale creek was mos tly dry in midsummer

or had so 1ittls water in it that it was a trivial stream s not tobe
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thought of as a water power, but vhen the whter aml spring seasons were
on, it carried sufficéntwater to run quite a mill, Lymber had to be
hauled , at that time, long distances,armd father and uncle George had
use for a great deal of lumber in thelr business, and they determined
to have a little mill of their own, so as to beideperdent of the dis tant
mills, end to save the expense o ha ling over the long, bad roads, that
were comron at tlat time,
"Llhey knew that tle time they could saw was quite limited, and that ta

the sup;ly of timber that was avallable wa s not sufficient to warrant
a great expense in erecting a mill and so they studied out plans for the
construction and operation that were extremely simple and inexpensive, and
that yet proved tobe qui te sufficient to give them a good supply o fine
lumber, for their own use amd quite a lot far sale to the neighbors in
the surrounding section. They builded a dam across the creek that raised
the water and gave them a head of dbout 7 a¢ 8 feet and by means of a large
water wheel with a lar ge drum running horizontally on the shaft of the
wheel, they got both power andmotion in an e xceedingly si ple manner. The
large drum had a long belt running around i1t and to the pulley connected
with thecircular saw, so as to haveonly these two wheels in the whole mill,
There was no loss of power by extra machinery, and the amount o Ilumber
y e old thing cut was astonishing. Py running continuously, day and night
during the wet season, they managed to saw out piles of lumber.

Growing in the valley a round there was quite a good deal of white
oak, arml a fine quwlity of black oak(something unusual for fineness of
grain} and good working quali ties..and there were large alders
along the rive and near by gulches, this timber with an occasional
log of laurel, made fine hard wood to use in making furniture and in
wagon work. I, this way the wirter ti e, when building could né be well

carried on, they put intheir +time to a good advantage getting

material for summerand £all work., I was quite young and the experience
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of running this mill, o méking, lend 1ing, stacking, piling and
measuring lumber gavene & good practical knowledge that mademe an
efficient aid in e lping to keep up the family expense. Looking back
upon those days, af ter the lapse of so many years, they scem tohave
been happy days andmoreso, because they were days of useful labor
ard effort, inte spersed with many healthful wholesome discussions.
Yhere were was (sic) much real enjoyment ard pleasure connscted

with the running of the old m 1ll. Lgp ly in the spring when the water
began first to fall a little,when the water above the dam would run down
and for a short timt there war1ld be rio water flowing over the dam, the
freek below the dam would go dry while waiting for the mill pond to
£111 upe. #t these times there warld be & 1ot of fish emprisoned in 1little
rocky basins be low the dam a short distance a mdwe had great fun ca tching
them, before the pond filled up and tte wa ter began to flow ower. We
caught many a fine mess of large fish this way .

vo.lhe 0ld mil has long since gone into d6Pd§ decay, I do not lknow as
there isanytiing to mark the spot where it stood, tut I suppose the
excavations for the foundation still show, and possibly t here may be
sme thing to show of the old dam. Iimber became scarﬁe, better mills
were erected nearer by than tho® that supplied the country when they
built the old swale mill, ad it became unprofitable torun it. ‘he old saw
was sold to owners of o ther mills ad such of the machinery as could be
used was sold or disposed of . g tgp hi gh water undermined the
foundation and it tumbled down io a wreck of ruins. T here are no dowt

same of the old settlers there yet, w o remember the o0ld m 1ll."edRadd@ame0



Ve, @5, IMylendall sritings
Bylscopal Yhurch Byilding-Roscburg

Durin the surrier of 1860 wy father ard utncle Gearge had r catract
For building the Episcopal church in Fostburg, Oregon. I was wors. ng
vith my fa tix r 8t the time at whatever building contracts ﬁe tool: when I
was ot in school. The .lan was,vith this contract, to go to Ros burg and
canp on the ground and board ourselww,. 4nd Ly the vay,tldis neant that I
sha:1d do the cooking for the crowa. “e shoula in tiis ey be right on the
ground day ard night and sc not lose any time,. Ve fixed up a sort of
ten .orzmry camp, out of soue of the lunber tha: was to £o Into the building
and wre getting along well with the warl: but vhen we were ready for the
roof, having put up the rafters we did not W sh =o si:ingle the building
until & ter the side walls were all on, so as to stiffen up the frane,
50 that it would stand wind and stom The roof was a very steep, gothic
and wuld catch an irrense force of wird and be liable to blow over witho.t
the valls v refirs ¢ enclolsed and well nailed;

The rildig comnittee hadmot succeeded in getting the lurber for the
sfiing on hand amd it seémd that we should hsve to stop. The bu 1lding
can:ittbe was very anxious to heve the roof put on anyhow anc¢ take ths
chance of wird. liy fa ther and Uncle George explained the danger of RBGHD
swh a roceeding, but but they indisted that te Wo on and put on the roof;
76 had urged the comr:ittee to get the £8AU siding but Trom sone cause they
failec to do so. Yigainst the better Ju. gnent ofny fether ard Uncle
Gearge, they wert towrl: to puttimg m the roof, but first braced
the building as well as t ey could, with'benvy breces well nailed,

On the back ond of the building therewas a little vestry roon,
which e happencd to have enough siding to close in, snd we had noved
owr beddirg , some of it into that, and 4 put one bed there amd
anothor out on a loose. fbor in the rain body of the chwurch,. # night or
two after the roof was on amd vhile w (my fa ther and I) wers sleeping
in thechurch & stom ceme up in the nigtt . Tt wird blew with great
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force, and tier wes & Lecvy 8.0Wre e 1 nd walened us up end ¥ tvrre
ying awvalze in bed ta 1ing and feurin ¢ the wind would increase anc te
building bo blow over. Gust af ter 818t came along ard finallyt here was
& strong vlast cane alog cnl I lnew fran the sound of it that the bullding
was 1likelytQ to go over. I said to ny :Ctzxther,,'i it 18 goling over this tine
sape," and I leaped wt of bed erd ran back ok anc efore I hai gotten
avay from the bullding I vwes in the nidst of a crash of ralling luber,
that was crashimg domn on 1y bead. I never knev just hov I @id get ocut
vithout being kilied but thelu ilding went over with = righty craclng aof
timbers. “ worl bench or some lurber sustained the tirrers partly and the
walls ¢id ot get low down @mowh to B hurt my father, ut the place

in the bed vhere I had lain Ied a very heavy two-inch plank lying length-
wiss just vimre vhere I had¢ lain, I'y f&her was untouched,

Unele Georpge , wo was in the vestry room , wes rnot hurt am that wee
roon was cnly badly wrenched and = d riot gone over, Vhen a light vas
procured I found that Thaé Ben lmocl:ed Gown into the mud on 1y lmees,
but I had sustained ro great harm. Had I rermined in bed I should Imve bean
killed instantly, perhaps vhile fmy fathér had started to mun , it is not
likely that e woul ia ve escapedas Idid. This accident sesmed to
pruduce a great shudk upon ne, sarze' vay. I remnerber that for three years
vhenever there vas a he vy wind ar even a nild vind, I was afraid the
building I was in wuld blow over. Ho reasoning would dispel this fear,

I actual iy Jmew there was no danger but I felt there was, amd fe r am
rervous d-ead conqusred re:son, L veryﬁell remembe:é several occasions
when tlere was wind "ami I wash tl® house that therewas not one chance
in & nil ion ila t #o the i rd wou 14 effsct, and yet I was afraid and should
have been,even if I had been in a roon with solid stone walls, .

*ears afte:-r:ard after I lmd studied medicine, I have thought. gbout the
effect of & panic a shock to the nerves caused by such a fright as T

received. In 1863 while we were in Idsh o city, Idaho, v were putting up



o
& DullGing, t¢ x uwsed for uniness mmposes,end we ware sleepirng in
f,much after tlo sa.e manno ' as W wore in the church. 'ncle James
agarl- end I wore in bed topether and alorgin the night I dreanmed tiet
the buv ilding v as geing over, just as the church had ai pave 8 spriné a:t
0l DBGe eeo
The rext rieiing of ter the church biew down we found it sprewled out wieBr

much groind than it bad occupied standing ant the t imbers very badly
s:ashed uDe fne @les Ton arose inmediamiy, "who is to stw.:.d the danage a’
this sccident?® We put it up to tie church of ficials, *that they had been
fairly warred, before that might hap_non,'and insisted that it would not be
.per to nale m bear all the loss occasioned by t he smashing of timbers
and lumber, ané the cost of tmking the lumber apart and pubtting it up
againe. An equi able arrangement wasre ched, and everything went on as
srioothly as before ,with no thought o i1l feelings,

™he church wes rebuilt and completed and dedicated and s tood for
many yeZ's, & lowe of worchp for & wa thy and influentiasl socistye.

The facts ir regard to erection & tiis church have e en 1montioned
to sharhow I spert ny time vhen not iIn school. My fa her tool: contracts
for bui.ding dwellings, store , iterns an almost every ctler kind of
structure. Ip that every day every foot o lumver thet entered into
tig construction of bul dings was dresscod by hand, all flcoring and
s lings vas .hard atched and doors and sash and nouldings were hand
wrired also, ancthe bui ding of & house meant taking everything :from the
stunp up" many times. Veryoften some of the lumber that entercd into a
bullding vas in the stending tree when the building was s tarted. “ut in
some respects the carpentry of that time was superiar to tha t of todaye

Ag a rule, 'esvier fourdations were put into buildings and s tiffer
strager framcs were built. Spore of the old wooden strec ture s erected
fifty yeers ago are yoet s anding and in a falr state of preservation

amd the climate being soft and damp favors early decay of wooden structuress
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Ly father ard unele George nexriy elways worls g together, tal:ing
catracts and dividirg mpofits @ losse: » 8nd I never linev of any disagreenent
as to planning, worling or incettlerrnts » Quring all the ti e they worked
tocethere It weuld e difficult oo

“At that time, and for sume ye ars arterwvard, their farilie: lived
about eight miles north o Fosebwrg. Uncle George lived about 2 1-2 niles
southwest f'rwx ny I ther's place. “hey nade it a rule to never worl
on Sv_rﬂay, except in cases of extrene necossity. I lmi® lmown +them
when they iai a lot of lumber spead oot to season and a stormn cane up
on Sim:lay,to g0 out =xd plle up, @ cover up e:xposed material, but that
wag about the extent of their labor on Suyuds Y Op Saturdey in the afternoon
& little exliar than cormion , ldbor wa: stoppec amd tools ut awvay, and
everything arrcnged for a de¥'s rest ami "lay off." Vhen w vere work ing
in hosabur'g or sore litdle distance fram hare, we always went home on
batu:-day evening an¢ both families rade it ar ule go to church every
Sn da y morning a_nd even ing. The younper mernvers of the families
atterred Saobath school anc frequently the othes also,

I Ieveoften wonderad hew much of this spirit of feverence and religiows
foeling and principle of 1ife was dus tc t ke early religious lives and
character of our Yutch anostors,vho ca:ried their little ocnes so
regulsrly 008 to the old Dutch churcres for baptism within a month o
their birth. '

I have wondercd vhether Hiis tendency to the f amily, is one that las been
trensnitted by inheritance to the descendants, through the nearly
throe hundred yesrs of Euykendall life in ‘dprica,

The 0ld Ca:es fwale Yrecl: Sawmill,
Sone time sbout 1856-58 my father arf uncle George built a saw
mill at the nouth or just abowe the mouth of the Camas Svale creck,
near the N;rth Tmpqus river. ke Swale creek vAs mos tly dry in midsurmer

or had so 1ittle water in it that it was a trivial stream » Dot tobe
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thought of as a water power, but vhen the viiter am spring seasons vere
or, it carrisd suflic&ntwater to run quite a mill. Iun er had to s
nauled , at thet tine, long distances,am father anéd uncle George had
use for a greutdeal of lumber in thelir business, and they determined
tc have a 1ittle nlll of their ovm, so as to beidepemient of the' dis tant
1ills, aru tu save tﬁe expense d ka ling over the long, bad roads, that
Were corrion at it time,

“hey Jmew thet tle tine they could saw wes quite linmited, and that th
the sup 1y o timber that was available va s not sufficient to warrant
a grott expense in erecting a mill and so they studied out plans far the
construction and@ operation that ware extrenely simple and inexpensive, and
that yet proved to ce qi 8 sufficient to give Hiem a good supply o fine
lumber, for their own use armd quite & lot far =mle to the néighbors in
tle surrounding ssctione. They b:ilded a dam acioss the creslr that raised
the mater and gave then a head of dbout 7 a@ 8 feet and by reans of e lar ge
water wheel with a lsrge drum running horizontally on the shaft of the
wheel, they got both power anémotion in an exceedingly si ple nanner. The
large dru: had a long belt running sround it end to the pulliey con ected
wih theclrculer saw, so as to kaveonly these two wh els in the vhole mill,
There was no loss of poviar by extra rechirnery, and the emount o lumber
y e old thing cut was astonishinge. “y running continuously, cay and right
during the wet seasan, they managed to saw out piles of lumber,.

Growing in the valley & round there was quite.a good Gcal of white

oal:, aml a fine qunlity of tlack oak(something unusual for fineness of
grain) and good worlirg qualities..and there were large alders
along tle rive - and near by gulches, this timber with an occasiomal
log of laurel, rece fine ha d wood t0 use in mmking furnitwre and in
wagon woirke In this vay the wirer ti e, when building cauld nt be well
carrisd on, they but intheir +time to a good advantage getting

materlal for sumwrand fell wrke. I wms quitse young and the experience
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¢ running tides -ill, € mak ng, mndling, stuckng, piling and
necsuring lunoer gawie & good ractical I:nowledge that rmdome an
€flicient aid in e lping to koep up the fumlly expense, Looking nack
upon these daaye, af ter the lapse of 8o many yeers, they s em toheave
been hapoy days anGnoreso, ecause they were days of useful lsbor
arc efiort, inte spersed vwith nany healthful wh olesome discussians,.
There worc was (sic) rmuch real enjoynent ard ples sure conngcted

with the running of the oid n 1l,. Laz-ly in thé ajring vhen the wacer
began first to fell e little,vhen the wmter above the dam would run Gown
and for a short timt there wmld be ro water fliowing over the ¢am, the
freek below the dam would go dry while waiting for the nill pond to
£i11 upe. #c these times therc warld ove & 1ot of rish emprisoned in little
ro ky basins be low the dan a short distance a miwe had greet fun cetching
then, before the p@d £41led up ané Hewm er began to flow over, Ve
ceught nany & fine mess of lrge fish thls {fzay .

ee-The 01d nil has l:ng since gme into d60dE decay, I o not Inmor as
there isanyt ing to mark the apot where it stood, tut I suppose the
excavations for the fourdation still show, and possibly t here ray be
soe thing t.o shov of H® old dam. Lmber bemmne scarbe, better nills
were srected nearer by than thos tha suppiied the country ihen they
buiit the o0ld swale mill, ad it becane unprofitable torun it. ihe old saw
wus sold to owners o o ther mills end such of the machinery as could ba
used was sold or disposed of . lger high watef undermined the
foundation and it tumbled do.xm ito a wreck of ruins. There are no dowbt

sane of te old settlsrs there vet, W o Tamerber the old 1 11,Pedbaf:@Ea60





